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SUBJECf: Z.C. CASE NO. 05-31 -Request tiled by Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittn&i, LLP 
for a special exception for further processing for Georgetown University, proposed 
by the President and Directors of Georgetown College at 3700 0 Street, N.W 

APPLICATION 
This applicant proposes to construct a building consisting of 171,057 square feet of gross floor 
area to house the McDonough School ofBusiness and a muhi-sports filcility with 41,397 square 
feet of gross floor area and seating for 4,500 in the stands A parking garage below the 
McDonough School ofBusiness will provide approximately 194 spaces 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
The Office of Planning recommends APPROVAL of the application subject to the following 
condttion ' 

1 All athletic events at the Multi-Sports Facility expected to draw over 100 visitors sball 
begin before 4·00 p.m or after 7 00 p m. 

This condition is stmilar to the one required for the former Harbin Field, under Condition No 4 of 
the approved 2000-2010 Geometown University Campus Plan 

BACKGROUND 

II Board of Zoning Adjustment Order No 16566-F approved the 2000-2010 Georgetown University 
•n""'"" P on April 5, 2005, subject to the following conditions 

S I 1 The Applicant's proposed campus plan is approved until Deoember 31, 2010, subject to the 
P () followmg oondibons mtended to rmtlgate any adverse impacts potentially arising from the location of 

a umversity use in a readentially zoned disbicl 
~ I 2. The Appbcant shall not inaease undergraduate enroUment above the cap of 6,016 Th1s cap shall 

~ 
1 
~' apply tracflbonal full-bme undergraduate students (that is, undergraduate students who reauire 
~ houstngl and shall be calculated as an average of the total enroUment of traditional undergraduate 

sludents during the FaD and Sonna semesters of the academic year. 
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3 The Applicant shall Implement and enforce programs, as descnbed m Flnd1ngs of Fact No 35-37 
and set forth m Exhibit No 191 of the record, des1gned to m1t1gate any adverse 1mpacts assoc1ated 
With students llv1ng off-campus in the neighborhoods 1n the v1c1mty of the campus 

4 The applicant shall avo1d scheduling events that attract large numbers of VISitors to the campus 
dunng the peak times of 7 a m to 9 a m. and 4 p m to 7 p.m The applicant shall employ campus 
personnel as necessary to d1rect v1s1tors to campus park1ng areas and to fac1frtate smooth flow of 
traffic mto and out of the campus 
a) All weekday evemng performances at the Performmg Arts Center expected to draw more 

than 1 00 VISitors shall begm no earl1er than 7 00 p m 
b) Athletic events at Harbin F1eld expected to draw over 100 VISitors shall begin before 4 00 

p m or after? 00 p m 
5 The Applicant shall mamtam a park1ng Inventory of no more than 4,080 off-street parking spaces 

w1th1n the campus boundary 
6 The Applicant shall enhance 1ts Transportation Management Program, described m Fmdmg of Fact 

No 20, so as to promote greater trans1t usage, mcluding increased transit ndersh1p of the GUTS bus 
seMce, and to work with the commumty, MedStar, and the Department of Public Works as part of a 
cooperative effort to look at mitigations strateg1es for Reservoir Road 

7 The Appficant shall prepare a rev1sed campus plan that IS cons1stent With th1s Order, accompamed 
by a table of changes that lists each change In addition, the Applicant shall1nclude m the rev1sed 
Campus Plan 1ts Code of Student Conduct; Guide to Off-Campus Llv1ng, descnpt1on of Its New 
Office of Campus Student Affa1rs Program, and any other documents reflecting the programs, 
pollc1es and procedures 1t has or Will 1nstrtute, and to whiCh rt 1s requ1red to mplement and enforce, 
pursuant to condition no. 3 of th1s Order, mcludmg those descnbed m Fmd1ngs of Fact No 35-37 
and set forth 1n Exhlbrt No 191 of the record The Applicant shall subm1t an anginal and 10 copies 
of the revised plan to the Board no later than 30 days from the effective date of th1s Order, and shall, 
on the same day, serve a copy of the revised plan and table of changes on each party to th1s 
proceeding Each party shall have 14 days 1n wh1ch to submit to the Board, and to serve on all other 
parties, 1ts comments on the Applicant's proposed changes Comments on the reVIsions shall be 
stnctly limited to whether the revis1ons correctly and clearly reflect the Order After reVIew of the 
Appllcanfs proposed revised plan and the parties' comments, the Board shall determine whether 
proceedmgs are warranted or shall certify the rev1sed copy as the approved campus plan The 
revised plan shall be deemed approved 60 days after subm1ss1on, absent action by the Board before 
that date. Cop1es of the approved plan shall be mamta1ned 1n the Office of Zonmg and the Office of 
Zomng AdmmiStrator 

A furtherprocessmg to the 2000_-2010 Georgetown Umverslty Campus Plan was approved by 
Zoning Commission Order 02-32 on Apnl14, 2003 to permit the Performmg Arts Center. 

A second further processing to the 2000-2010 Georgetown Umversity Campus Plan was approved 
by Zomng Cormmssion Order 05-06 on June 13, 2005 to permit a second Cyberkmfe facility at 
Georgetown Umversity Hospttal. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The applicant requests spectal exception approval for further processmg under the approved 
campus plan to. 

1 Construct a new McDonough School of Business; and 
2. Renovate the former Harbin Fteld mto a Multi-Sports Facility. 
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McDonough School of Business 
The McDonough School ofBusmess bulldmg IS proposed to be a five-story building With 
approximately 171,057 square feet of gross floor area and two levels of underground parlang 
provtdmg approximately 194 spaces. The bulldmg will consolidate all of the programs, teaching, 
staff, classroom and meetmg facilities of the business school into one buildmg The parking 
withm the garage below the bwldmg will provide parlang for the campus as a whole and not 
spectfically for the busmess school. 

Multi-Sports Facthtv 
The Multi-Sports Facibty IS proposed to consist of 41,397 square feet of gross floor area 
providing space for locker rooms, training facilities, concessions stands and a press box There 
Will be stand seating for 4,500, with 2,000 seats in the east stands and 2,500 in the west stands. 
The Multi-Sports Facthty IS proposed to be located m approximately the same location as Harbm 
Fteld 

ZONING REGULATIONS 
Section 210 of the Zomng Regulations, Colleges and Universities, sets forth the cntena reqwred 
for approval of university uses withm residential zone distncts 

210.1 Use as a college or unzverszty that zs an academzc znstitutzon of hzgher leammg, znc/udzng 
a college or unzverszty hospztal, dormztory, fratemzty, or sororzty house proposed to be 
located on the campus of a college or unzverszty, shall be permitted as a speczal exceptzon 
zn an R-1 Dzstnct if approved by the Zonzng Commzsszon under§ 3104, subject to the 
proviszons of thzs sectzon. 

The subject apphcation requests special exception approval by the Zomng Commission to 
permtt the construction of university buildmgs on the main campus of Georgetown 
University within a residential zone distnct 

210.2 Use as a college or unzverszty shall be located so that zt zs not lzkely to become 
objectzonable to nezghbonng property because of nozse, traffic, number of students, or 
other objectzonable condztzons 

The proposed new McDonough School ofBusmess Will not result man mcrease m the 
number of students. Rather, It will consolidate the activities of the school ofbusmess that 
are currently scattered around the Campus mto one location. 

The parkmg garage proposed to be located beneath the bwldmg Will not mcrease the 
number of parking spaces available on campus, but will instead replace 194 existing 
surface parkmg spaces with 194 garage spaces. 

The Multi-Sports Facility will replace Harbm Field. Its location Within the central portion 
of the campus reduces the Impact that this facility will have on the surrounding 
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community. The combination of surrounding buildings buffering any noise and the effect 
of the distance of the facility to the surrounding neighborhood lessens the Impact of any 
nmse that may be generated. 

As the proposed Multi-Sports Fac1hty IS a facility similar to Harbm Field, 1t should be 
required to conform to Condition No 4 of the Campus Plan. That condition requires that 
the applicant avmd scheduling events that attract large numbers of VIsitors to the campus 
dunng the peak times of 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., and that any event 
anticipated to attract more than 100 VISitors should begm e1ther before 4 00 p.m. or after 
7·00 p m The application proposes that the Multi-Sports Facility will be subject to this 
condition 

Therefore, the proposed McDonough School ofBusmess and the Multi-Sports Factlity are 
not likely to become objectionable to netghbonng property. 

210 3 In R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5-A, and R-5-B Distncts, the maxzmum bulk requzrements 
normally applzcable zn the dzstricts may be zncreased for specific buzldzngs or structures, 
provzded, that the total bulk of all buzldzngs and structures on the campus shall not exceed 
the gross floor area prescrzbed for the R -5-B Dzstrzct. In all other Reszdence Dzstrzcts, 
szmzlar bulk increases may also be permztted; provzded, that the total bulk of all buzldzngs 
and structures on the campus shall not exceed the gross floor area prescrzbedfor the R-5-
D Dzstrzct Because of permzsszve zncreases as applzcable to normal bulk requirements in 
the low-denszty dzstrzcts regulated by thzs tztle, zt zs the zhtent of thzs subsectzon to prevent 
unreasonable campus expanszon znto zmproved low-denszty dzstrzcts 

The subJect apphcation proposes to mcrease the FAR from 1.13 to 1 17, whtch 1s less than 
the mrunmum FAR permitted of 1 80. 

210 4 As a prerequzszte to requestzng a speczal exceptzon for each college or unzverszty use, the 
applzcant shall have submztted to the Commzsszon for zts approval a plan for developzng 
the campus as a whole, showzng the locatzon, hezght, and bulk, where appropnate, of all 
present and proposed zmprovements, zncludzng but not lzmzted to the followzng: 

(a) Buzldzngs and parlang and loading facilities, 

(b) Screenzng, szgns, streets, and publzc utzlzty faczlztzes, 

(c) Athletzc and other recreatzonalfaczlztzes; and 

(d) A descrzptzon of all actzvztzes conducted or to be conducted on the campus, and of the 
capaczty of all present and proposed campus development. 

The 2000-2010 Campus Plan, approved by the Board of Zomng AdJustment of Apnl 5, 
2005, mcludes a plan for all present and proposed improvements The McDonough 
School ofBusmess stte ts recommended for "academtc/admirustratlon" use, consistent 
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with the application The Multi-Sports facility is recommended for "athletic" use, also 
consistent with the applicatlon 

The FAR for the ca:Qlpus will mcrease to 1 17, less than the maximum 1.8 permitted. 

210.5 Wzthzn a reasonable dzstance of the college or umverszty campus, and subject to 
complzance wzth § 210 2, the Commzsszon may also permzt the zntenm use of land or 
zmproved property with any use that the Commzsszon may determzne zs a proper college 
or umverszty functzon 

The subJect applicatlon does not propose mtenm use ofland located off-campus 

210.6 When a maJOr new buzldzng that has been proposed zn a campus plan zs znstead moved off­
campus, the previously deszgnated szte shall not be deszgnated for, or devoted to, a 
different major new building unless the Commzsszon has approved an amendment to the 
campus plan appllcable to the szte, provided, that for this purpose a major new buzldmg zs 
defined as one specifically zdentzfied zn the campus plan 

No maJor new buildings are proposed to be moved off-campus as a result of this 
application 

210 7 In revzewzng and deczdzng a campus plan applzcatzon or new buzldzng constructzon 
pursuant to a campus plan, the Commzsszon shall conszder, to the extent they are relevant, 
the polzczes of the Distnct Elements of the Comprehenszve Plan 

The subject application is for the construction of an acadermc bmldmg and an athletic 
facility, pursuant to the approved Campus Plan. The request IS consistent With the policies 
of the District Elements of the Comprehensive Plan, including the followmg: 

"The objectzve for maJor institutzonal complexes zs to undertake coordmated 
plannzngfor the contmued, reasonable development of the major instztutzonal 
complexes zn Ward 2" (§ 1341.1) 

The proposed acadermc building for a business school and the athletic facility are 
reasonable additions to a umversity campus. 

210.8 As an integral part of the application requesting approval of new building 
construction pursuant to a campus plan, the college or university shall certify and 
document that the proposed building or amendment is wzthin the floor area ratio 
(FAR) limit for the campus as a whole, based upon the computation included zn the 
most recently approved campus plan and the F ARs of any other buildings constructed 
or demolished since the campus plan was approved 

The subject apphcatlon contams documentation of the existlng and proposed F ARs for the 
campus as a whole. The proposed FAR IS 1 17, less than the maxtmum 1 80 permitted. 
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210.9 Before takzngfinal actzon on an applicatzonfor use as a college or university, the 
Commission shall submit the applicatzon to the D C Office of Plannzng and the D C 
Department of Transportation for review and written reports 

The subJect application was referred to the Office ofPlannmg and the Department of 
Transportation for reVIew and wntten reports The Dtstnct Department of Transportation, 
m a memorandum dated November 17, ZOOS, mformed the Office ofPlanmng that It does 
not obJect to the application 

Based on the analysis above, the Office ofPlanmng concludes that the subject application ISm 
conformance With the proVISions of the § 210 

COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
ANC 2E, at Its regularly scheduled meetmg of October 4, 2005, voted 7-0 to support "the 
constructzon of a new McDonough School of Busmess faczlzty and a new Multz-Sports Faczlzty". 

AGENCY COMMENTS 
The District Department of Transportation, m a memorandum dated November 17, 2005, 
stated that it does not object to the application. 

Comments were also solicited from FEMS, DOH, and MPD, but none were received 

The U.S Commission on Fine Arts granted conceptual approval to the new McDonough School 
ofBusmess bwlding on June 17, 2004 The Multi-Sports Facility received conceptual approval 
on July 15,2005 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Office ofPlanmng recommends APPROVAL of the application subJect to the following 
condition 

1. All athletic events at the Multi-Sports Facility expected to draw over 100 VISitors shall 
begm before 4.00 p.m. or after 7.00 p.m 


