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October 24, 2005 PAUL A TUMMONDS, JR 
202-663-8873 
paul tummonds@plllsburylaw com 

Ms Sharon Schelhn 
Secretary to the Zomng Conumss10n 
441 4th Street, Room 21 0 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

Re: Z.C. Case No. 05-27 - American University Special Exception 
Application for Further Processing of an Approved Campus Plan -
Proposed SIS Building Pre-Hearing Statement of the Applicant 

Dear Ms Schelhn 

Enclosed please find the pre-heanng statement of Amencan Umversity for the 
proposed School oflnternatwnal Serv1ce ("SIS") bmldmg located along Nebraska 
Avenue on the mam campus This case IS scheduled for a pubhc hearmg on Monday, 
November 7, 2005 

If you have any questiOns, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned 

S~ncerely yours, 

?~A.~~-~. 
Paul A Tummonds, Jr ~ 
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cc Jorge Abud!Htsham Khahd/David Taylor 
Sarah Shapley, ANC 3D 
Alma Gates, ANC 3D 
Hugh Mullane, ANC 3D 
Steven Mordfin, OP 
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BEFORE THE WNING COMMISSIO~ C O~~~r~~lJ> 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA liDS OC -0NING 

T 2q PH 3· 39 

Application of the American University Z.C. Case No. 05-27 
ANC3D 

Campus Plan Further Processing Application 
for Construction of the New School of International 
Service ("SIS") Building 

PubUc Hearing: November 7, 2005 

PREHEARING STATEMENT OF THE APPLICANT 

NATURE OF RELIEF SOUGHT 

Pursuant to 11 DCMR §31 04 and m accordance wtth §21 0 of the Zoning Regulations, 

American Uruversity (heremafter "AU" or "Applicant") requests speetal exception approval for 

the further processmg of an approved Campus Plan to pennit the construction of the new School 

of International Servtce ("SIS'') building The proposed new SIS buildmg will be located on 

AU's mmn campus along Nebraska Avenue on a portion of the campus that is presently used as a 

surface parkmg lot. No vanances are requested in this applicatton, and the requested special 

exception reheffully meets the requirements of the Zorung Regulations. 

HISTORY AND STATUS OF THE CAMPUS PLAN 

AU submitted Its proposed Campus Plan for the penod 2000 through 2011 (the "Campus 

Plan") to the DC Board of Zonmg Adjustment on August 24, 2000. Thereafter, responsibility 

for the revtew and approval of campus plans and further processmg apphcattons was transferred 

to the DC Zonmg Commission ("Commission''). The Zorung Commission approved the 

Campus Plan and three further processmg apphcations (the construct10n of the Katzen Arts 

Center, an addition to the Mary Graydon Center, and the enclosure of the campus road under 
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Butler Pavtbon) on January 8, 2002 pursuant to Z.C. Order No. 949. On Apnl 30, 2002, the 

Zomng CommiSSion Issued Order No. 949-A which restated the Commissmn's mtent that the 

bleacher seats approved m the Campus Plan were to face the athletic fields, and adopted a new 

condition of approval that mcluded certam commitments of AU that were offered durip.g the 

public heanng process that were not mcluded m Order No. 949. 

Subsequently, the Commtssion's approval of the Campus Plan was appealed to the DC 

Court of Appeals The Court of Appeals upheld the CommiSSion's approval of the Campus Plan 

as rational, supported by substantial evidence m the record, and comphant wtth legal 

requirements m all but one respect. The Court of Appeals remanded the case to allow the 

Commission to arttculate with parttculanty Its reasons for dechnmg to follow the 

recommendatton of ANC 3E and ANC 3D that AU be required to place parkmg stickers in all 

AU-related vehtcles At Its Pubbc Meetmg on October 17, 2005, the Zonmg CommissiOn 

adopted the Campus Plan Remand Order whtch addressed the Court of Appeals' decision to 

further articulate 1ts pnor decJs1on. 

On September I, 2005, the Zomng Commission unammously approved an application 

(Z.C. Case No. 05-16) to add 2,173 square feet to the Campus through an addition to the Kogod 

School ofBusmess and the adJacent New Lecture Hall buddmg. Zomng Commission Order No. 

05-16 was pubhshed m the DC Register on October 21,2005. 

REQUESTED SPECIAL EXCEPTION- PROPOSED NEW SIS BUILDING 

SIS was founded in 1957 and has been headquartered m the same two-story building on 

Nebraska Avenue smce its mception. The current SIS enrollment includes approximately 1,150 

undergraduate students and approximately 925 graduate students that are from approximately 

150 countnes. The existing SIS building mcludes approximately 11 ,586 square feet which is not 
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sufficient to meet the programmatic and phystcal space needs of SIS Currently, SIS faculty are 

spread throughout other bmldmgs on the campus. The need for a new SIS building was 

identified in the 1989 Campus Plan but was never built. The 2000 Campus Plan once again 

noted the need for the development of a new SIS facihty 

The proposed new SIS bulldmg Will alJow the school to conduct VIrtually all of Its 

-actiVIties m 1ts own bulldmg, providing flextbtlity to better support Its academic program. It Will 

also support the program by making avatlable much htgher quality faethbes. These new 

facilities will help Improve the school's competitive posttion among stmilar schools at other 

univerSities. The new SIS buildmg proVIdes up-to-date lecture halls, informal gathering spaces 

and offices for students, faculty and staff 

The proposed new SIS building will be located along Nebraska Avenue at the 

approximate location of where New Mextco Avenue mtersects Nebraska Avenue. This site is 

currently Improved with a surface parkmg lot that proVIdes approximately 90 parkmg spaces and 

is, adJacent to the existmg SIS building The approved Campus Plan refers to the extsttng 

parking lot as Bmldmg Site D and to the stte of the existing SIS building as Building Site E. 

(See Exhibit A) The Campus Plan envisioned that Buildmg Site D would mclude a buildmg 

consisting of 1 00,000 square feet, a height of 60 feet and an underground parkmg garage. It was 

Initially enVIsioned that a buildmg accommodating library expansion, classrooms and academic 

offices would be constructed on this stte The Campus Plan anticipated that the existmg SIS 

bmlding would be demohshed and that an 80,000 square foot, 60 foot tall building with an 

underground parkmg garage would be constructed on Bulldmg Stte E In total, the two parking 

garages on Building Sttes D and E would mclude 520 parkmg spaces. 
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The Appbcant has detenmned that the extstmg SIS buildmg on Building Stte E can still 

serve a beneficial purpose for the Umvers1ty m provtdmg general classroom and office space. 

Therefore, the extstmg SIS buildmg will not be demolished, rather the extstmg SIS building will 

be retamed for classroom and office use by other umversity programs. 

As depicted m the plans, sectiOns, and elevations attached as Exh1b1t B, the new SIS 

buildmg Will include three floors above-grade plus a mechanical penthouse (and a terrace level 

below-grade}, will have a maxtmum bwldmg hetght of 48 feet, and Will mclude approximately 

65,400 square feet of gross floor area. Two levels of below-grade parking will provide 

approximately 300 parkmg spaces. The entrance to the parking garage will be from a curb cut on 

Nebraska Avenue that abgns With the extstmg New Mexico Avenue/Nebraska Avenue 

mtersectton. The parking garage entrance has been des1gned with a long travel distance from 

Nebraska A venue, vta a curved vehicular entrance ramp, m order to prevent any adverse traffic 

impacts on Nebraska A venue from cars wattmg to enter the parkmg garage. No gate or ticket 

booth wtlltmpede cars from entenng the parkmg structure m a timely and efficient manner. In 

fact, vehicles Will travel ummpeded approximately 360 feet before encountenng the first parking 

space. 

The Applicant agrees to wtden Nebraska Avenue, along its western edge m front of 

Bwldmg Sttes D and E (withm the existing pubbc nght-of-way}, in order to provide a dedicated 

left tum lane for northbound vehicles makmg a left tum mto the SIS parking garage and for 

vehicles makmg a left tum from southbound Nebraska A venue onto New Mexico A venue. 

The appearance of the new SIS Bu1ldmg along Nebraska Avenue will be remimscent of 

numerous existing bulldmgs on Campus, w1th an updated architectural treatment. The fa~ade 

Will consist of precast concrete in a buff color With punched windows. The entrance to the 
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parlong garage on Nebraska Avenue will be visually buffered through landscapmg and hardscape 

matenals A low stone wall will provide an appropnate visual buffer of the parking garage 

entrance from Nebraska Avenue The extenor of the new SIS budding facing the Campus 

Quadrangle will prov1de an open and inviting presence at this end of the Campus. The fa~ade 

will include large glass wmdows showcasmg a rounded entry rotunda. The building's interior 

mcludes a large glass encJosed atnum With numerous areas for student mteractlon and small 

group meetmgs. A cafe terrace wdl also be created at the ground floor level in the area between 

the proposed SIS buildmg and the Bender Library 

The proposed new SIS bmldmg wtll also provide numerous envuonrnentally sensibve 

features, incJudmg: 

• The co1lect10n and storage of rainwater from the roof mto a Cistern for landscape 
ImgatJOn use; 

• The potential for future generation of renewable energy on Site with roof mounted 
thm film photovoltaics; 

• The optimizatton ofwmdow and skyhght locations to bring daylight deep into the 
budding, reducmg the need for artificial hghtmg; 

• The proVJston of fresh air mto offices through the use of operable windows, the 
creat10n of natural air flows wtthm the building using ventilated skylights and 
mechantcal penthouses; 

• Use of matenals whose production mmimtzes harm to the enVIronment; and 
• A vegetated roof, whtch slows and filters stormwater runoff and provides thermal 

msulatlon for the bulldmg. 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF §210 

In all respects, the requested spectal exceptiOn fully complies with §210 of the Zoning 

Regulat10ns The specific zomng requirements are addressed m detatl below. 

40006884Svl 5 



College or University Which is an Academic Institution of Higher Learning 
(Subsection 210.1) 

AU was chartered by an Act of Congress m 1893 and founded under the auspices of the 

United Methodist Church. AU's use of the property qualifies as a college or untvers1ty use m 

accordance with §21 0 of the Zonmg Regulations 

The Use is Located so that it is Not Likely to Become Objectionable to 
Neighboring Property (Subsection 210.2) 

The proposed new SIS butldmg wtll not cause objectionable conditiOns to neighbonng 

properties related to nmse, traffic, number of students or other obJectionable condtttons The 

location of the new SIS butlding is not near any residential properties, and no student enrollment 

mcrease will duectly result from thts application In fact, the proposed new SIS butldmg is 

considerably smaller than what the 2000 Campus Plan approved for this use and Building Stte D. 

As noted above, the new SIS buildmg will have a maxtmum buildmg hetght of 48 feet and a 

maxtmum gross floor area of approximately 65,400 square feet. The 2000 Campus Plan 

approved a butldmg With a maxtmum height of 60 feet and a maximum gross floor area of 

I 00,000 square feet for Buildmg Site D The new SIS buildtng will mamtam the same 

significant setback from the street as other buildmgs along Nebraska A venue. 

The Applicant has engaged the HNTB Corporation to be the traffic and parkmg 

consultant for this proJect Attached as Exhibtt C IS the Transportation Analysts prepared by 

HNTB that addresses the traffic and parlong tmpacts of the proposed new SIS building. Based 

on studtes of extstmg traffic operations on streets surroundmg AU and parkmg behaviOr at AU 

lots, HNTB reached the folloWing conclusiOns. 

• 
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mtersection. 
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• The proposed SIS parking garage would generate a small volume of new traffic 
on Nebraska Avenue, and thus result m no significant traffic impacts on this 
street. The computed change m delay due to this small volume change would go 
unnottced by most motorists. 

• Anttctpated changes m traffic volumes are very small compared to the total 
volume of traffic on the roadways. The esttmated mcrease m traffic volumes is 
on the order of the normal vanation m traffic volumes from day to day. 

• The altemattve lane configurations and operatmg schemes examined for the 
proposed SIS dnveway show httle vanat10n m average mtersection delay and 
would go unnottced by most motonsts. 

• The level of servtce analysts m ttself does not JUStify Widerung Nebraska A venue 
to five lanes with exclusive left turn lanes at New Mextco A venue. The 
improvements would not result m noticeable travel time differences along 
Nebraska Avenue dunng peak penods because the true capacity constraints in the 
corndor would remam unaddressed. 

• No mcrease in pressure on off-campus parkmg IS anttetpated. 
• With proper stte design, the SIS Butldmg and Its parkmg facilities will not 

mterfere with pedestrians crossing Nebraska A venue. 

Compliance with the Maximum Bulk Requirements (Subsection 210.3) 

AU's overall FAR is 0 55, which IS well below the 1 8 FAR permttted under the Zoning 

RegulatiOns. It should be noted that since the 2000 AU Campus Plan was approved, AU bas 

added a net of approximately 48,232 square feet of academic/administrattve space as a result of 

the demohtion of several factltttes, the constructton of the Katzen Arts Center, and the 2,173 

square foot addition to the Kogod School ofBusmess. The addttion of65,400 square feet of 

gross floor area proposed m thts further processmg application, wtll mcrease the total FAR of the 

Campus to 0 57. 

Submission of a Plan for Developing the Campus as a Whole (Subsection 
210.4) 

As noted above, AU's Campus Plan was approved by the Zomng Conumsston on January 

8, 2002, Apnl30, 2002, and October 17,2005. No changes to the Campus Plan are proposed as 

part of this apphcatton. The Campus Plan included the followmg condttJOns/gutdehnes for the 

development ofBulldmg Sttes D and E: 
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• The height of the buildings should not exceed 60 feet and the gross floor area 
should not exceed 1 00,00 square feet for ProJect D or 80,000 square feet for 
Project E, 

• The bulldmgs should be setback from Nebraska A venue the same distance as 
Hurst Hall; 

• The Apphcant shall proVIde trees and softscape to enhance the special character 
ofNebraska A venue; 

• The Apphcant shall work with D.C. Agencies, neighbonng property owners, and 
the commumty to develop a detaded streetscape plan for Nebraska A venue from 
north of Ward Cucle to Rockwood Parkway, mcorporatmg the provisions for 
widenmg Nebraska Avenue, usmg AU's property, to add a fifth lane for turmng 
movements; and 

• The Apphcant shall design ramps to the parkmg garage under the butldmg to 
mtmmtze the Impact on Nebraska Avenue traffic :from turmng movements created 
as a result of thts proJect. 

The Applicant has designed the new SIS bulldmg in accordance With the 

condittons/guidelines noted above. In addition, the Apphcant notes that the Office ofPlanmng, 

in its February 8, 2001 report on the Campus Plan, made the following additional comments: 

• This JS clearly a site [Building Site D] for an Important bwldmg on campus It JS 
one of four Important buildmg sites along Nebraska Avenue, with the west side of 
the buJldmgs relatmg to the Friedheim Quadrangle, the most important formal 
open space on campus. 

• OP can find httle eVIdence to recommend the Zomng CommiSSion requtre 
entrances only on the mterior of the campus Instead, OP agrees w1th the proposal 
for pedestnans to enter from a Nebraska Avenue entrance, Similar to other 
University buildmgs on Nebraska A venue. 

As noted above, the proposed SIS butldmg JS only 48 feet tall, rather than 60 feet tall, and 

mcludes 65,400 square feet, rather than 100,000 square feet for Budding Site D. The new SIS 

buildmg mamtams the same setback as Hurst Hall. As shown m the landscape and s1te plans 

attached as part ofExhtbJts Band D, the Apphcant has artfully used hardscape and landscape 

elements to enhance the special character of Nebraska A venue. The proposed amval court 

includes architectural pavers rather than concrete, and provides a grac10us entrance for vehicles 

and pedestnans. A senes of ram garden elements have been mtroduced mto the landscape plan, 

mcluding one m the area m front of the extstmg SIS buddmg. These water elements help 
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proVlde an mterestmg and vaned landscape for the new SIS bulldmg while also providing 

stgmficant enVlronrnental benefits 

The imtial apphcat10n filed WJth the Zomng Commission did not proVJde for the 

wtdenmg of Nebraska A venue. At that time, the Apphcant and HNTB did not beheve that the 

amount of traffic generated by the proposed SIS buildmg warranted an addttionallane of traffic 

on Nebraska A venue. Dunng the commumty dtalogue process, the Applicant heard from 

cornrnumty members and representatives of ANC 3D that the traffic Situation on Nebraska 

Avenue was untenable and the addttion of any new vehtcles on Nebraska Avenue was not 

appropnate. Desptte the fact that the HNTB Transportation Analysts concludes that the 

wtdemng ofNebraska A venue wlll not result m noticeable travel time differences along 

Nebraska Avenue dunng peak penods, the Apphcant has agreed to undertake the cost of 

widening Nebraska Avenue, wtth the addttion of a fifth lane to be used for left turns into the SIS 

parkmg garage and onto New Mextco Avenue from Nebraska Avenue. The detailed design of 

thts lane will be m accordance with DDOT standards and mput. 

Thts addtttonallane ts created withm the pubbc nght-of-way along the western edge of 

Nebraska Avenue. As shown on the streetscape plan for Nebraska Avenue, attached as Exhibit 

Q, the Appbcant has created a plan that seamlessly transttJOns the softscape and hardscape 

elements of the areas between the bulldmg setback hne established by Hurst Hall and the 

Nebraska Avenue nght-of-way. 

Finally, the Apphcant has created a curved entry ramp, vtsually buffered from Nebraska 

A venue by a two foot stone wall to the underground parking garage. No guard or ticket booth 

Will tmpede access mto the parkmg garage. Thus, the long curved entry ramp into the garage 

and the unencumbered movement ofvehtcles mto the parkmg garage will mimmtze the impact 
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on Nebraska Avenue from cars entenng the new SIS parking garage. 

No Interim Use of Land is Proposed (Subsection 210.5) 

No mtenm use ofland IS requested as part of this campus plan 

No New Use Sought for Approved Site of Building Resulting from a Building 
Moved Off Campus (Subsection 210.6) 

As noted above, Buildmg Site D was ongmally intended to be developed With a butldmg 

that was 60 feet tall, consisted of approximately 100,000 square feet and was to be used to 

accommodate expansion of the library and for additiOnal classrooms and academic offices The 

Applicant has not created, at an off campus location, a building that proVIdes these serVIces. 

Therefore, the proposed SIS butldmg on Buddmg SJte D does not require an amendment to the 

approved Campus Plan. 

Compliance with the Policies of the District Elements of the Comprehensive 
Plan (Subsection 210.7) 

The ProJect IS not mconststent with the pohc1es of the District Elements of the 

Comprehensive Plan. The ProJect will further the goals and obJectives of the Ward 3 Element of 

the Comprehensive Plan by enhancmg educational facilities in the Ward wtthout adversely 

Impactmg adjacent residential areas. 

The Proposed Buildings Are within the Floor Area Limit for the Campus as 
a Whole (Subsection 210.8) 

The existing Campus Plan FAR of 0.55 is wtthm the permitted 1.8 FAR prescribed for 

the residentially zoned portions of the campus. As noted above, the add1t1onal square footage 

proposed by this apphcatton Will mcrease the overall FAR for the campus to only 0 57. 
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Referral to the District of Columbia Office of Planning ("OP") and the 
District of Columbia Department of Transportation ("DDOT") (Subsection 
210.9) 

This apphcat10n has been referred to OP and DDOT for their review and report. The 

Applicant has met with representatives of DDOT and OP regardmg this apphcatlon. 

COMPLIANCE WITH ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO. 949-A 

Condition No. 17 of the Order provides, m part: 

No speClal exception application filed by the Umversity for further 
processmg under this plan may be granted unless the Umversity 
proves that It has consistently remamed m substantial compliance 
with ConditiOns 1 through 16 set forth m this Order. 

As set forth below, AU has consistently remamed in substantial comphance With these 

conditions. 

Condition No.1- Approval of the Campus Plan shall be untll August 15. 2011. 

The approved Campus Plan is still in effect. 

Condition No. 2- The approved Campus Plan boundary shall be as shown m the approved 
Campus Plan. 

The proposed special exception application does not seek any amendment to the 

approved Campus Plan boundanes. 

Condition No. 3- The maximum student enrollment (headcount) shall not exceed I 0.600 
students and the full-bme equivalent shall not exceed 9.250 students. The 
numb~ of employees shall not exceed 2.200 

Student enrollment headcount as of Fall of2004 was 9,595 and 8,820 full time 

eqmvalent. The faculty and staff populatiOn head count IS 1 ,507 
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Condition No.4- AU shall mamtam a sup,ply of on-campus housing sufficient to make housing 
avatlable for 85% of Its full-ttme freshman and sophomore students 
<headcount) and for ffi7o-thtrds of all full-ttme undergraduates <headcount>. 

AU currently has an on-campus housmg supply of approximately 3,400 student beds. In 

the Fall of2004, AU enrolled 3,008 full-time freshman and sophomore students. AU therefore 

has on-campus housmg avatlable for 1 00% of tts freshmen and sophomores and 65% of all 

undergraduates. AU has for many years been able to provtde housmg for all undergraduate 

students that requested housmg. In prevtous years, thts was accomplished by converting double 

rooms to tnple rooms m dorrnttones on campus. The Umversity recently increased its housing 

supply by leasmg the Park Bethesda apartment butldmg for use as student housmg. The Park 

Bethesda Is located at 5325 Westbard Avenue m Bethesda, Maryland- approximately 2 miles 

from the AU mam campus. The Park Bethesda provides approximately 580 beds for primarily 

JUDtors and seniors. A free shuttle bus runs between the Park Bethesda and mam campus every 

15 to 30 mmutes. Although the Park Bethesda is not located on campus, 1t provtdes add1t10nal 

housmg for AU undergraduates and reduces the likelihood of students hvtng in the 

neighborhoods surroundmg the AU campus. Wtth the lease of the Park Bethesda, AU has 

created a more attractive option for upper classmen that wtll encourage them to seek university-

owned housmg. If the 580 beds available in the Park Bethesda are counted as on-campus 

housing avatlable to undergraduates, AU has the abihty to house more than 67% of Its 

undergraduates in umversity owned housmg. Therefore, the Applicant believes that it IS m 

substantial compliance wtth this conditiOn 
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Condition No. S- Campus Factbties bUilt for mstruct10nal purposes may. from time to time. be 
used for conferences. 

The Apphcant has not used Campus facilities built for mstruct10nal purposes for 

conferences on more than an mfrequent, occasional basts. 

Condition No. 6- The Umversity shall work with commumty representatives to form a Ltatson 
Co~rrnttee for the purpose of fostenng consistent on-going commumcation 
between the Umverslty and the surroundmg neighborhoods. 

Smce the adoption of the Campus Plan, the Appbcant has held quarterly meetings With 

the Neighborhood Liaison Committee In the last year, the meetings took place on September 

27,2005, June 7, 2005, February 23,2005, November 18, 2004, and August 18, 2004. 

Condition No. 7 - The UmversJty shall adopt a program regardmg enforcement of student. 
faculty. staff and vendor off-campus parkmg. 

AU has adopted the required program regardmg enforcement of student, faculty, staff, 

and vendor off-campus parkmg. 

Condition No.8- The Apphcant shall designate at least 12 of the 76 existing parking spaces at 
the Tenley Campus for student use. 

AU has designated 12 of the 76 existmg parkmg spaces at the Tenley Campus for student 

use. 

Condition No. 9- The Applicant shall submit each mdiV1dual request to construct a building 
described in the Campus Plan to the Zomng Comnusstan as a special 
exception The Umversity shall submit mfonnat10n as to how the structure 
compbes WJth the Plan, an updated traffic analysts, a reoort md1cating the 
supply of on-campus housmg. the !lumber of undergraduate students. and the 
number of full-time freshman and sophomore students. 

The Appbcant has submitted the present request to construct the ProJect to the Zomng 

Commtsston as a spectal exceptiOn. A traffic analySis ts attached as Exhtbtt C. The issue of 

housmg supplied by the Apphcant for tts undergraduate students, and the number of 

undergraduate students (mcJudmg freshman and sophomore students) is addressed above. 
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Condition No. 10- The Apphcant shall not construct more than 400.000 square feet of new 
gross floor area dunng the tenn of this Campus Plan. 

As previOusly noted, a net of approximately 46,059 square feet of new gross floor area 

has been added to the Campus smce 2000 On September 1, 2005, the Zoning CommiSSion 

approved the addition of 2,173 square feet of new gross floor area to the Kogod School of 

Busmess A 20,000 square foot addition to the Mary Graydon Center was approved wtth the 

Campus Plan and IS scheduled to start construction next year. The proposed new SIS butldmg 

will mclude 65,400 square feet of gross floor area Therefore, AU has proposed the addition of 

133,632 square feet of gross floor area, well withm the 400,000 square feet of new gross floor 

area permitted dunng the term of this Campus Plan 

Condition No. 11 -The Uruversity shall Implement its ''Neighborhood Action Program" to 
address off-campus conduct by students livmg m neighborhoods adjacent to 
the campus 

AU has Implemented Its Neighborhood Action Program to address off-campus conduct 

by students living m neighborhoods adJacent to the campus. 

Condition No. 12 - The APPhcant shall dtrect Its students to reiDster therr vehicles in the 
District of Columbia. or obtam a reciprocity sticker If elimble to do so. The 
Applicant shall Withhold parkmg pnvileges from students who do not 
comply With D.C rem strati on regutrements. 

AU has complied wtth tlus requuement. 

Condition No. 13- The Umverstty shall adopt a Campus Lightmg Plan 

AU has adopted and followed the approved Campus Lightmg Plan. 

Condition No. 14- The Umversity shall Implement a Campus Landscape Plan that in~ludes 
landscapmg the mterior nng road and the Katzen Arts Center. The 
Uruverstty shall mamtam all of the landscaped areas 

AU has Implemented and followed the approved Campus Landscape Plan and all 

Jandscapmg has been well-maintamed to present an attracttve and healthy appearance. 
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Condition No. 15- Special Events held on the University's athletic fields on the western edge 
of the campus are subJect to certam conditions. 

The Umverstty has comphed with all requirements for spectal events on the athletic 

fields. There has been only one special event each year m 2004 and 2005. 

Condition No. 16-The Umversity shaH provide not1ficatton to the D.C. Department of Health. 
the Army Corps ofEngmeers (Baltimore Office). and the U.S. 
Envuonmental Protection Agency. Region 3 each ttme that the University 
files a permit apphcatton for ground clearance, excavation. or other maJor 
construction that would Implicate remedial work performed at or around the 
campus by the Army Corns ofEngmeers. 

The Umversity has satisfied this condition. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The Umversity has contmued to actively engage m dialogue With members of the 

adJacent commumty and the ANC regardmg the proposed new SIS butldmg. Representatives of 

the Umversity made presentations to ANC 3D on July 6, 2005 and October 5, 2005 regardmg 

this application. Umversity representatives also made a presentation to ANC 3E on July 14, 

2005 to further notify the larger commumty ofthts project The Apphcant made presentations to 

smaller neighborhood workmg groups regardmg the new SIS buildmg on March 15, 2005, April 

19, 2005, May 17, 2005, and September 20, 2005, as well as providmg SIS project updates at the 

LJatson Cotrumttee meetings A hst of the netghborhood hat son comm1ttee and community 

representatives, the agendas and notices for the neighborhood workmg group meettngs, and 

correspondence between the Applicant and netghborhood representatives Is attached as 

Exhibit E. 

On October 5, 2005, ANC 3D adopted a resolut10n m opposit10n to the proposed 

application. The Apphcant beheves that the ANC's oppoSition IS based in large part on the 

perceived adverse traffic Impacts that the apphcation will have on the surrounding netghborhood. 

As noted above, subsequent to the ANC's October 5, 2005 vote, the Appbcant agreed to widen 
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Nebraska Avenue to provide for a dedtcated left tum Jane for vehtcles makmg a left mto the SIS 

building's parkmg garage from Nebraska Avenue and a left onto New Mexico Avenue from 

Nebraska Avenue. The Applicant beheves that the proposed W1denmg ofNebraska Avenue 

addresses the obJections to the apphcabon rmsed by the ANC. 

Exhibit A. 

Exhibit B 

Exhibit C 

Exhtbit D· 

Exhibit E· 

Exht'bit F· 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 

5 
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EXHIBITS 

Campus Plan 2000: Bulldmg Sttes. 

Plans/elevatlons/secttons of the new SIS bulldmg. 

Transportatlon Analysts for the new SIS bull ding, prepared by the HNTB 
Corpora bon. 

Proposed landscape plan and context plan for Nebraska A venue. 

Ltst of the neighborhood batson committee and commumty representatives, the 
agendas and notlces for the neighborhood workmg group meetmgs, and 
correspondence between the Apphcant and neighborhood representatives. 

Outlmes of witness testlmony 

WITNESSES 

David Taylor; Chtef of Staff to the President, Amen can University 

Jorge Abud; Vice Prestdent ofFacthttes and Admimstrattve Services, American 
Umvers1ty 

Carl Elefante; Project Architect, Qumn Evans Archttects. 

Marsha Lea; ProJect Landscape Archttect, EDA W 

Matthew Houston and Owen Curtts; Representatives of traffic and parkmg 
consultant, HNTB Corporation. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, thts applicatiOn meets the spectal exception requirements 

for further processing of an approved Campus Plan. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN, LLP 

By -~ J,.. (.'~ 
Paul A Tummond~ J~. . 
Land Use Counsel for American Umvers1ty 
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