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ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, November 3, 2006,@ 6:30P.M. 
Office of Zoning Hearing Room 
441 4th Street, N.W. Suite 220 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING: 

Case No. 05-21 (Dog Boarding- Text Amendment) 

TIDS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL ANCs 

The Office of'Plannmg 1s requestmg text amendments to T1tle 11 of the Distnct of Columbia 
Mumctpal Regulations, Zoning to penmt Dog Boardmg Uses as spectal exceptions m the C-2 
through C-4 and Industnal Zone Dtstncts The text amendment also mcludes somewhat 
modified versions of proviSions adopted by the Zonmg CommiSSion on an emergency basts on 
July 11, 2005 1 Those provisions permtt certam ex1stmg types of dog boardmg facilities m the 
C-2 through C-4 Dtstncts to obtam Certificates of Occupancy that would estabhsh therr matter of 
nght status, prpv1ded that the use does no! abut a residence zone A faqhty wtth an extenor yard 
will need spectal exceptiOn approval to contmue the use of that area Other existmg dog 
boardmg facihttes m those same zones wtll be able to seek spectal exception approval to allow 
for the contmuatton of that use, except that such rehef Will not be available to uses that abut a 
restdence zone An ehgtble facthty that apphes for special exception approval wtll be able to 
obtam a temporary Certificate of Occupancy to permit ItS operatton durmg the pendency of the 
spectal exception proceedmg 

This case was set down for heanng on July 11, 2005 The Office of Plannmg report was 
received on July 5, 2005 and served as the pre-heanng submittal for the case 

Tttle ll (DCMR) Is amended as follows 

A Chapter l, THE ZONING REGULATIONS, § 199 1, ts amended by addmg the 
followmg new defimtmn: 

Dog Boarding- Any prem1ses, other than a vetennary hosptta~ pet shop, or dog 
groommg establishment use. destgnated as the overmght boardmg and/or recumng 
daily care o.f dogs for a fee as a commercial estabhshrnent An establishment used 
exclustve}y for dog groommg or the retail sales of pet 1tems shall not be constdered a 
dog baardmg establishment 

1 f\ NotfC"; Of ~mergency Rulemakmg 1:. bemg publt!)hed elsev.here 111 the ~.:lme ed1t1on of the DC RegM~·' 
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B Chapter 7, COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS~ ts amended as follows. 

By addmg new§§ 721 7 through 721 9 to read as follows 

721 7 Notwithstandmg § 735, a Dog Boardmg Use m existence as of July 11, 
2005, under Certificates of Occupancy for "Dog Care Center" or "Dog 
Day Care Center", may be pennttted to apply for a new Certrficate of 
Occupancy as a Dog Boardmg Use 1f the use does not abut a restdence 
zone dtstnct, except that the contmued use of an external yard shall 
require the approval of the Board of Zonmg Adjustment as a spectal 
exception pursuant to § 736. 

721.8 Any mternal or external expansion of a Dog Boardmg Use permitted 
under § 721 7 shall requtre the approval of the Board of Zomng 
Adjustment as a spectal exceptton. 

721 9 A Dog Boardmg Use m extstence as of July 11, 2005, whtch does not hold 
a Certtficate of Occupancy for a "Dog Day Center" or a "Dog Day Care 
Center" and_ whtch has apphed for spectal exception approval pursuant to 
§ 735 on or before September 2, 2005 may obtam a temporary certtficate 
of occupancy to allow tts contmued operation dunng the pendency of the 
spectal exceptton proceedmg subject to the followmg 

(a) The use may not abut a restdence zone dtstnct, 

(b) The temporary Certrficate of Occupancy shall exptre upon the 
occurrence of one of the followmg, whtchever ts the first to occur 

( 1) The date upon whtch a wrttten dec1ston by the Board of 
Zomng Adjustment denying or dismtssmg the apphcatton 
becomes final. 

(2) The date upon whtch an apphcatton 1s wtthdrawn. or 

(3) Forty-five (45) days after a wrttten dectston by the Board of 
Zonmg Adjustment grantmg the applicatiOn becomes final 

2 By addmg a new § 735 to read as follows 

73S DOG BOARDING 

735 l A Dog Boardmg Use may be permitted as a spectal exception If approved 
by the Board of Zonmg Adjustment under § 3104. subject to the 
requtrements of thts section 
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735.2 The Dog Boardmg Use shall be located and destgned to create no 
obJectionable condttlon to adJacent properttes resultmg from ammal nmse, 
odor or waste 

735 3 The Dog Boardmg Use may not abut a restdence zone. 

735 4 External yards or other such factllttes for the keepmg of dogs shall not be 
perm1tted. 

736 DOG BOARDING USES: EXTERNAL YARDS 

736.1 A Dog Boardmg Use extstmg on July 11, 2005, which obtamed a Dog 
Boardmg Cert:J.ficate of Occupancy pursuant to § 721.7, may contmue the 
use of an external yard for the keepmg of dogs If approved by the Board of 
Zorung Adjustment pursuant to § 3104 and the requrrements of tms 
section 

736 2 The yard shall be located and designed to create no objectionable 
condition to adjacent properttes resultmg from animal notse, odor or 
waste 

736.3 The appbcant shall demonstrate that the external yard wtll be fenced off 
for the safe confinement of the dogs 

736 4 The Board shall establish the hours m whtch dogs may not be kept m the 
yard, provtded that, at the nurumum, no dogs shall be permitted in the yard 
between 8 ·00 PM and 7 00 AM 

3. By amendmg § 761.1 by msertmg the phrase "a Dog Boardmg Use shall be prohtbtted 
and" after the language, "Any use permitted m a C-4 Dtstnct under § 751 shall be perrmtted m 
the C-5 (PAD) Dtstnct as a matter ofnght, except that" 

C Chapter 8, fNDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS, ts amended by addmg new §§ 802 21 through 
802 24 to read as follows 

802 21 

802.22 

802 23 

A Dog Boardmg Use may be pernntted as a spectal exceptton tf approved 
by the Board of Zonmg AdJustment under § 3104, subJect to the 
reqUirements of thts section 

The Dog Boardmg Use shall be located and destgned to create no 
obJeCtiOnable condtt!On to adJacent properttes resultmg from amrnal n01se, 
odor or waste 

The Dog Boardmg Use may not abut a restdence zone 
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802.24 External yards or other such facthtles for the keepmg of dogs shall not be 
permitted 

Proposed amendments to the Zonmg Regulattons and Map of the Dtstnct of Columbta are 
authorized pursuant to the Zonmg Act of June 20, 1938, (52 Stat 797), as amended, DC. Offictal 
Code § 6-641 01 (200 1 ), et seq 

The pubbc heanng on tlns case wtll be conducted as a rulemakmg m accordance wtth the provtsions 
of Sectlon 3021 of the Dtstnct of Columbta Muructpal Regulations, Title 11, Zonmg Pursuant to 
that section, the Comnusston will tmpose tune lliDlts on testunony presented to 1t at the public 
heanng 

All mdtvtduals, organizations, or assocta.ttons wtshmg to testJ.fy in this case should file therr 
mtentton to testrfy m writmg. Written statements, m heu of personal appearances or oral 
presentatiOns, may be submitted for mclusion m the record 

Informa.tton should be forwarded to the Secretary of the Zoning Commisston, Office of Zonmg, 
Sutte 210, 441 4th Street, N W, Washmgton, D.C, 20001. Please mclude the number of thts 
particular case and your daytune telephone number FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU 
MAY CONTACT THE OFFICE OF ZONING AT (202) 727-6311. 

CAROL J. MITTEN, ANTHONY J. HOOD, GREGORY JEFFRIES, JOHN G . 
.PARSONS, AND KEVIN HILDEBRAND, ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, BY JERRILY R. KRESS, FAIA, DIRECTOR, AND BY 
SHARON SCHELLIN. ACTING SECRETARY TO THE ZONING COMMISSION. 


