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ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 
and 

Z.C. ORDER NO. 05-08 
Z.C. Case No. 05-08 

(Text Amendments- 11 DCMR) 
(Text Amendment - Capitol Gateway Overlay District) 

October 17, 2005 

The Zonmg Comrmsston for the Dtstnct of Columbia (the "CommiSSion"), pursuant to tts 
authority under§ 1 and § 8 ofthe Zomng Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat 797, as 
amended, D.C. Official Code§§ 6-641 01 and 6-641 07) (2001); havmg held a public hearing as 
required by § 3 of the Act (DC. Official Code § 6-641.03), and havmg referred the proposed 
amendments to the National Capital Planmng CommissiOn for a 30-day penod of review 
pursuant to of § 492 of the Dtstnct of Columbia Home Rule Act hereby gtves notice of the 
adoption of the followmg amendments to Chapters 16 (Capitol Gateway Overlay Dtstnct) and 30 
(Zomng Commtsston Rules of Practice and Procedure) 

A notice of proposed rulemakmg was published on July 29, 2005, at 50 DCR 7838 Comments 
were received from the National Capital Planmng Commission In addttion, the Office of 
Plannmg submitted a supplementary report provtdmg mformation requested by the Zonmg 
Commission at the proposed action pubhc meetmg 

The Commtsston took final action to adopt the amendments at a pubhc meetmg held on October 
17, 2005. 

Thts final ru1emakmg IS effective upon publicatiOn m the D C Regzster 

Set Down Proceeding 

The Commtsston mttiated thts rulemakmg m response to a petition from the Dtstnct of Columbia 
Office of Planning, whtch recommended text amendments to the extstmg Capitol Gateway 
Overlay Distnct. Thts petition followed the announcement from the Mayor m September 2004 
that an agreement had been reached with MaJor League Baseball for the return of a major league 
team to Washmgton D C This agreement mcludes a requirement for the construction of a new 
baseball stadium m the Near Southeast withm Squares 702-706 and ReservatiOn 247, adJacent to 
South Capitol Street between N Street S E and Potomac A venue S E , as well as a number of 
more specific obligations for the new structure, such as seatmg and parkmg reqUirements In 
December 2004, the Council of the Distnct of Columbia adopted the Ballpark Ommbus 
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Fmancmg and Revenue Act of 2004, effective Apnl 8, 2005 (D C Law 15-320, 52 DCR 1757), 
which provides for the financmg of the ballpark As the baseball use for this site has been 
estabhshed by the Mayor and the Councll, the Office of Plannmg proposed that the Capitol 
Gateway Overlay District be amended as It apphes to the subJect site, to. 

• Provide a defmition for a "Ballpark" and a "Ballpark Area", 

• Provide for a District and MaJor League Baseball and m accordance with adopted 
Councll policy, and 

• Establish a Commission review and approval process and design guidelines for a ballpark 
and associated uses 

At tts March 14, 2005 regular meetmg, the Commission agreed to set down the proposed 
rulemaking for a public heanng A Notice of Public Heanng was published m the Apnll, 2005 
edition of the DC Regzster (52 DCR 3246), for a Public Hearmg to be held on June 2, 2005 

Description of Text Amendment 

The Office of Plannmg proposed that the Capital Gateway Overlay Distnct be amended to 
recognize a ballpark as a permitted use subJect to design cntena and Commission approval of the 
design Specifically, the proposed amendments would. 

• Define a "Ballpark" as a "stadmm or arena, mcludmg accessory bmldmgs or structures 
(mcludmg, but not hm1ted to office and transportatiOn facilities) that has as Its pnmary 
purpose the hostmg of professional athletic team events", and define the "Ballpark Area" as 
the subJect site, cons1stmg of Squares 702-706 and Reservation 247 

• Make explicit that a ballpark IS a permitted use on the subject site 

• Allow for a non-residential density of 6.0 floor area ratio ("FAR") w1thm the Ballpark Area 

• Provide for a maximum height of 130 feet 

• Establish a bmldmg setback reqmrement of fifteen (15) feet along South Capitol Street; 
reqmre sixty percent (60%) of the fa9ade to be constructed to that setback lme; and establish 
a one-to-one ( 1.1) setback for the bmldmg above a height of 1 00 feet 

• Establish a parkmg reqUirement that would also operate as a cap, reqmre all such parkmg to 
be underground, and allow for Commission approval to diverge from these reqUirements 

• Requrre that allloadmg facilities and any bus parkmg be mtemal to bmldmgs, but provtde for 
Commission to grant relief from this reqmrement 

• Reqmre twenty percent (20%) of the ground floor of all new bmldmgs ( mcludmg the 
Ballpark to be devoted to retall and other pubhc uses, to encourage streetscape VItality and 
safety throughout the year 
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• Prohibit new driveway access for loadmg or parkmg from either South Capitol Street or P 
StreetS E 

• ReqUire Commission review of any proposed new butldmg or structure, mcludmg a ballpark, 
m the subJect area agamst a specific set of obJectives and gUidelines for the area, mtended to 
ensure that sitmg, architectural design, site plan, landscapmg, and sidewalk treatment will 
address potential neighborhood and streetscape impacts An applicatiOn may be scheduled 
for hearing, Without the CommiSSion first holdmg a "set down" proceedmg, If the applicatiOn 
IS accompanied by a written report from the Office of Planmng certifymg that the applicatiOn 
IS compliant With the established standards, pnor to any Commission review 

• Permit the Commission to consider requests for additional zonmg relief, such as special 
exceptiOns or vanances, as part of the reqUired review 

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan 

The proposed amendments to the CG Overlay would further a number of maJor themes of the 
Comprehensive Plan, as outlined and detailed m Chapter 1 - General Provisions Element, 
mcludmg 

(a) Stabllzzmg and zmprovzng the Dzstnct's nezghborhoods 

(e) Respectmg and zmprovzng the physzcal character of the Dzstrzct 

(f) Preservmg and ensurmg commumty mput 

(g) Preservmg the hzstonc character of the Dzstrzct 

(z) Promotmg enhanced publzc safety 

The proposal would also help to ensure that eventual construction on the subJect site furthers 
Economic Development, Envtronmental Protection, Transportation, Urban Design, and Land 
Use goals and obJectives of the Comprehensive Plan, as well as Ward 6 Economic Development, 
Transportation, Urban Design, and Land Use obJectives 

The area IS designated on the Generalized Land Use Map as mtxed Production and Techmcal 
Employment, Medtum to Htgh Denstty Commerctal, "a shoppmg and servzce area that 
generally offers the largest concentratzon and vanety of good and servzces outside the Central 
Employment Area," and High Density Restdentlal (Comprehensive Land Use Map) Thts 
designation generally corresponds to zonmg currently on the site A ballpark would not be 
mconsistent wtth this designation, particularly since the Generalized Land Use Map does not 
mclude a fully relevant land use category The site IS withm the Navy Yard Metro Development 
Area, and withm the Central Employment Area, the core area of the Distnct where the greatest 
concentratiOn of employment m the ctty and regwn 1s encouraged 
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Public Hearing 

The Conumsswn held a pubhc heanng on this case on June 2, 2005 Comrmsswn members 
present were VIce Chauperson Anthony J Hood, and CommiSSIOners Kevm L Htldebrand, 
Gregory N Jeffnes, and John G Parsons 

In Its test1nlony, the Office of Plannmg used a PowerPomt presentatiOn to descnbe the stte and 
surroundmg area, and how the proposed text amendment would further general plannmg 
objectives for the Ballpark site and for the Near Southeast area in general The Office of 
Plannmg mcluded m tts presentation obJecttves related to encouragmg active streetscapes, 
mtmmtzmg negative 1nipacts on surroundmg residential commumties, providmg access to the 
waterfront, ensurmg neighborhood connectivity, enabling traffic management, encouragmg 
"green'' design, and provtdmg for netghborhood mput, as well as respondmg to the agreement 
between MaJor League Baseball and the Dtstnct 

In response to comments made by the CommiSSion at set down, and comments made by ANC 
commtsstoners at ANC meetmgs, other Dtstnct government departments, and members of the 
pubhc, the Office of Plannmg proposed a number of modtfications to the draft as presented to the 
CommissiOn in concept form at the set-down meeting and adverttsed for public hearing. These 
changes were descnbed m a report to the Commtsswn from the Office of Plannmg dated May 
23, 2005. Generally, the changes were mtended to provtde clanty or to provtde addtttonal 
duectlon wtth regards to thetr mtent and pnonties, and mcluded the followmg 

• Remove "office use" from the list of the preferred use retail types, 

• Allow parking access driveway from P Street S E , 

• Separate revtew gutdelmes mto two separate clauses - one to address netghborhood 
tmpact and the second to address bmldmg form, 

• Add revtew guideline provisions to mmtmtze parkmg and traffic confltcts between 
Ballpark patrons and neighborhood restdents and to encourage use of btcycles and other 
alternative modes oftransportation, 

• Separate the vtew analysts provlSlon mto two - one addressmg openness of vtews from 
multtple pomts around the ballpark and one to address vtews from the stadmm seatmg; 

• Note the extstmg low denstty restdenttal netghborhood as part of South Cap1tol Street 
character, 

• Expand the "acttve streetscape" prov1s10n to mclude arttculatton and landscape design m 
addition to active uses, 

e Refer to stormwater management and recyclmg as part of best practice envtronmental 
design assessment, and 

• Note that the provtston addressmg s1gnage is mtended to apply to external s1gnage only 

The Commtsston questiOned the Office of Planmng on tssues related to Ballpark hetght and 
method of measurement, vtew shed analysts, other potenttal development on the Ballpark stte, 
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traffic and proposed parking regulatiOns, signage regulatiOns; and the proposed design review 
process 

No other Distnct government department or agency testified before the Cormmssion. The report 
from the Office of Planmng mcluded comments from the Department of Housmg and 
Commumty Development whtch noted support, and the Department of Employment Services 
whtch noted, m essence, no concerns with this text amendment 

Advisory Neighborhood Commtsston ("ANC") 6D, wtthm whtch the stte hes that 1s the focus of 
the proposed text amendment, provtded wntten and verbal testimony m opposttlon to the text 
amendment At Its May 9, 2005 meetmg, the ANC unanrmously voted to oppose the text 
amendment, for the followmg reasons 

• Opposition to the chosen Ballpark stte, 

• Insufficient pnonzatwn of neighborhood protectiOn related guidehnes over bmldmg 
design gutdelmes, 

• Insufficient on-stte parkmg reqmred, 

• Impacts of vehtcular and pedestnan (from Metro statiOn) traffic through existing 
netghborhoods and along M Street, 

• Insufficient bus parkmg, and the need to ensure that buses do not use local streets through 
neighborhoods to access the ballpark, 

• Inclusion of a gutdehne related to assessment of vtews from the stadmm; 

• Insuffictent commumty engagement m planmng and destgn for the stadium stte, 

• Potential north-west orientatiOn of the ballpark havmg a greater neighborhood Impact 
than a more southerly onentatwn, 

• Potential hght spill from the ballpark; 

• Emergency Preparedness, and 

• Lack of comprehenstve traffic management plannmg gtven the many new area 
developments 

One area resident testified m support of the proposal notmg the urban context for the stte and the 
need to mtegrate the stte mto the surroundmg neighborhood In addttton, a wntten submtsston m 
support of the text amendment was received from the Anacostta Waterfront CorporatiOn 

The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly m wntten and verbal testimony at the Pubhc Hearmg 
recommended that the Commtsston not take action on thts proposal at this time, pendmg 
resolution of concerns related to 

• The cumulative amount of (re )development m the general area, 

• Lack of confidence that the tax revenues generated will match expendttures, and 

• Loss of mdustnallands 
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Four area residents, mcludmg two ANC 6D Comnussioners, testified m opposition, based upon 
the potential adverse Impact of the proposed use on 

• The Federal presence and Homeland Secunty, 

• Adjacent residential commumties, 

• The abthty to clean up the Anacostia River; 

• VIews from area residential umts, and 

• Traffic and parkmg m residential areas 

The CommiSSion left the record open for receipt of ANC 6D's report that met the reqmrements 
of 11 DCMR § 3012 5, a written presentatiOn from the SWNA, and additional analysts by the 
Office of Plannmg regardmg scoreboard destgn, the design approval process, hetght 
measurement, VIew Impacts, traffic and mitigation, and case studies of other ballparks m urban 
settmgs 

In Its wntten testimony dated June 27, 2005, the SWNA reiterated tts recommendation that the 
CommissiOn not take actiOn on the proposal until It IS determmed that the South Capttol Street 
site is the most smtable and fmancially beneficial stte for the ctty and the ball team. The SWNA 
report also noted a need to amend the Comprehensive Plan Generalized Land Use Map, and 
questioned the potential tax revenue lost, the use of emment domam to acqmre land, and "spot 
zonmg" 

Proposed Rulemaking 

F ollowmg the pubhc hearmg, the Commtsston took proposed actiOn pursuant to 11 DCMR 
§ 3027 2 at a regular meetmg on July 11, 2005 The Office of Plannmg, m a report dated June 
30, 2005, provided addttional mformation on other comparably sited ballparks In response to 
thts additional analysts and concerns and tssues raised by the Commission and members of the 
pubhc at the Pubhc Hearmg, the Office of Plannmg made the followmg recommendatiOns 
mcluding 

• The limitations on FAR, heights, and step-backs proposed m the text amendment should 
remam generally as proposed to adequately accommodate a new ballpark bm1dmg, 

• A multi-faceted approach IS necessary to address accessibility to the ballpark, mcludmg 
vanous forms of pubhc transportatiOn, safe pedestnan routes, taxis, femes, btcycles, 
buses, and remote parkmg to compliment (or m some cases replace) dnvmg and parkmg 
adjacent to the stadiUm, to reduce traffic Impacts, 

• An amendment to clanfy § 1616 5 to add a clause specifically descnbmg how height will 
be measured for a Ballpark; 

• A mmor wordmg clanficatwn to the vtew analysts reqmrement of§ 1606 19, and possible 
deletiOn of§ 1606.20 m response to concerns raised by the commumty, 
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• Addition of a new gmdehne provisiOn m § 1606 19 to provide for specific review of the 
scoreboard and other signage for safety, enjoyment of adjacent residential property and 
Impact the character and mtegnty of the ballpark site, 

• That the maximum amount of rehef from required retail ( § 1605 14) not be hmited, but 
the report provided the necessary amendment language to § 1604 15 should the 
Commission decide to do so, 

• No change to the bus parkmg requrrement (§1606 10) or rehef (§ 1606 11) provisions, 
and 

• A new provision, § 1606 24, which would provide an opportumty for the CommissiOn to 
give prehmmary comments regardmg the submitted ballpark design proposal subsequent 
to submiSSion of an application but pnor to the heanng 

The Commission accepted most of these recommendatiOns, but decided to hmit the amount of 
rehef that may be granted from the ground floor retail reqmrement of § 1605 14 to fifty percent 
(50%). 

A Notice of Proposed Rulemakmg was published m the DC Regzster on July 29, 2005 at 50 
DCR 7838, for a 30-day notice and comment penod 

The proposed rulemakmg was referred to the NatiOnal Capital Plannmg Commission ("NCPC") 
m accordance with the provisions of § 492 of the Distnct of Columbia Home Rule Act. NCPC 
reviewed this proposal at Its meetmg of August 4, 2005, and by report dated August 10, 2005, 
found that the text amendment would not m Itself adversely affect the Identified federal mterests 
The NCPC noted 

(a) Retail space should be utihzed to articulate the South Capitol fa~ade, 

(b) Stadium hghtmg should be designed to minimize adverse mght views of the Illummated 
Capitol Dome, 

(c) The defmition of stadmm height should mclude hght standards, 

(d) Internal and external signage should be designed to mmrmize adverse affect on the 
Capitol bmldmg, the waterfront, and South Capitol Street, 

(e) Parkmg facihties should be located mtenor to the stte and below grade, and that 
compliance not be lrmtted by adverse Impacts on the economic viability of the ballpark, 

(f) Total number ofparkmg spaces should be lrmited to 1,225 unless otherwtse demonstrated 
that more are needed and can be accomplished wtthout adverse Impact, 

(g) A htgher percentage than the reqmred sixty percent (60%) of the South Capitol Street 
fa~ade be bmlt to the setback lme, and that bmldmg articulation not be used as a 
substitute for street level activity, and 

(h) That security concerns of the Architect of the Capitol and the Capitol Pohce Board be 
given due consideratiOn m the Ballpark design process 
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In a submissiOn dated August 29, 2005, the Umted Stated Capitol Pohce Board requested that the 
process for review of the final design mclude an opportumty for timely and meanmgful mput 
from the Capttol Pohce Board With regards to bulldmg height and sightlmes to address Its 
security concerns 

The Office of Plannmg submitted a Supplemental Report dated September 2, 2005, providing 
additional mformat10n on simllarly sited ballparks, and notmg no concerns with limiting the 
amount of rehef from the reqmred retail reqmrement of§ 1614 as discussed above 

The Office of Zonmg did not receive any other submtssiOns m response to the notice 

Final Rulemaking 

The Commission took final action to adopt the rulemakmg at Its regularly scheduled pubhc 
meeting on October 17, 2005 In response to the secunty Issues rmsed by Umted States Capitol 
Pohce and NCPC, the Commtssion decided to refer all design review apphcations to the Capitol 
Pohce Board for review and comment In addition, the Commission decided to revise proposed 
§ 1606.19 to require that the siting, architectural design, Site plan, landscapmg, sidewalk 
treatment, and operation of any bmldmg withm the ballpark Site must mmimize potential tmpacts 
to the Umted States Capitol As proposed, the subsection only addressed potential Impacts to the 
neighborhood 

The Office of the Attorney General has determmed that this rulemakmg meets Its standards of 
legal sufficiency and that no re-advertisement or re-publicatiOn of the proposed rule IS requrred 
by virtue of the changes made 

Based on the above, the Commission finds that the proposed amendments to the Zonmg 
RegulatiOns are m the best mterests of the District of Columbia, consistent with the purpose of 
the Zoning Regulations and Zomng Act, and not mconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for 
the NatiOnal Capital 

In consideratiOn of the reasons set forth herem, the Zonmg Commission hereby APPROVES the 
followmg amendments to Chapters 16 (Capitol Gateway Overlay District), and 30 (Zoning 
Commtsston Rules of Practice and Procedure) of the Zonmg Regulations, Title 11 DCMR. 

Added wordmg to extstmg provtstons ts underlmed, and deleted wordmg ts shown m stnke 
tl~o1:1:gklettenng 

A Chapter 16, CAPITAL GATEWAY OVERLAY DISTRICT, Is amended as follows 

Subsection 1600 1, PREAMBLE, IS amended by addmg a new paragraph (f) to read as 
follows 

(f) Provtde for development of Squares 702-706 and Reservation 247 as a ballpark 
for maJor league sport and entertamment and associated uses 
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2. By addmg a new SectiOn 1606 to read as follows 

1606 BALLPARK 

1606 I A Ballpark may be constructed and operated withm Squares 702, 703, 704, 705, and 
706 and Reservation 247 (the "Ballpark Site") 

1606 2 For the purposes of this section, the term "Ballpark" means a stadiUm or arena, 
mcludmg accessory bmldmgs or structures (mcludmg, but not hmtted to office and 
transportation facilities) that has as Its primary purpose the hostmg of professional 
athletic team events. 

1606 3 The Ballpark may also be used to host events customarily held in such facilities 
mcludmg, but not limited to performances, amateur sportmg events, mumcipal 
functiOns, and public or pnvate ceremomes 

1606 4 Notwithstandmg § 631 1 of this Title, no portion of the FAR need be used for 
residential purposes Withm the Ballpark Site 

1606 5 The Ballpark's maximum permitted height shall be that permitted by the Act to 
Regulate the Height of Bmldmgs m the Distnct of Columbia, approved June 1, 1910 
(36 Stat. 452, DC Official Code §§ 6-601 01 to 6-601 09), as amended For the 
purposes of determmmg height for a Ballpark, height shall mean the vertical distance 
measured from the level of the curb opposite the middle of the front ofthe buddmg to 
the highest pomt of the buddmg mcludmg a scoreboard, roof, cantilevered sunscreen, 
or parapet, with the exception of elements noted m § 630 3. 

1606 6 In addition to the streetwall setbacks of § 1606 15, any portion of the Ballpark that 
exceeds 11 0 feet m height shall provide an additional one-to-one ( 1 1) step back from 
the bmldmg lme along South Capitol Street 

1606 7 All parkmg spaces withm the Ballpark Site shall be provided underground. At or 
above grade parkmg spaces shall be permitted If approved by the Zonmg CommiSSIOn 
pursuant to § 1606 18, subject to the applicant demonstratmg 

1606 8 

(a) Practical difficulty with the provisiOn of underground parkmg, and 

(b) Compliance wtth the provtstons of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 

A maximum of 1,225 vehicular parkmg spaces shall be provided for the Ballpark use 
withm the Ballpark Site, m addttion to bus parkmg reqmrements of§ 1606 10 Of thts 
number, a mtmmum of 125 shall be designated handtcapped parkmg spaces Any 
parkmg spaces m addttton to the I ,225 amount shall be permitted tf approved by the 
Zonmg CommissiOn pursuant to § 1606 18, subJect to the applicant demonstratmg. 

(a) That the parkmg spaces are needed to satisfy parkmg demand generated by the 
Ballpark not met by extsttng or approved but not yet constructed parkmg 
facilities, and 

(b) Compliance wtth the provisions of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 
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1606 9 In considenng whether to approve additional ballpark-related at or above-ground 
parkmg spaces under § 1606.8, the Zonmg Commission shall JUdge, balance, and 
reconcile the need for additional on-site parkmg agamst any adverse Impacts the 
presence of the parkmg will have on traffic, and the aesthetics and development of the 
surroundmg neighborhood 

1606 1 0 Any on-site bus parkmg shall be located mtemal to a bUildmg, with doors and 
entranceways designed to compliment the buildmg fa9ade, and shall permit safe and 
convement vehicular and pedestrian movement 

1606.11 The Zomng Commission may grant relief from the requrrements of § 1606 1 0 
pursuant to § 1606 18 If necessary to the economic viability of the Ballpark and 1f 
consistent with the purposes of the CG Overlay as stated m § 1600 2 and the 
prOVISIOnS of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 

1606 12 Loadmg platforms and berths for the Ballpark shall be located mtemal to a buddmg, 
with doors and entranceways des1gned to compliment the buddmg fa9ade, and shall 
permit safe and convement vehicular and pedestnan movement 

1606 13 A m1mmum of one pedestnan entrance gate to the Ballpark shall be provided on each 
street frontage 

1606 14 Not less than twenty percent (20%) of the Ballpark bUildmg's extenor penmeter 
frontage, not mcludmg any detached accessory buddmg, shall be devoted to retail, 
serv1ce, entertamment, or arts uses ("preferred uses") as permitted m § 1807 2 of th1s 
Title, with the addition of "museum", m accordance With the following provisions· 

(a) Preferred uses shall have a street onentatlon, 

(b) Preferred uses shall provide duect extenor access at ground level, 

(c) Not less than fifty percent (50%) of area devoted to preferred uses shall be 
devoted to display wmdows havmg clear or low-emiSSIVIty, 

(d) The mimmum floor to ceilmg height of area devoted to preferred uses shall be 
fourteen (14) feet clear, and 

(e) The average depth from the ex tenor fa9ade m towards the center of the bulldmg 
for space devoted to preferred retail shall be fifty (50) feet mmimum. 

1606 15 The Zonmg Commission may grant relief to a maximum of fifty percent (50%) of the 
amount of space reqUired by § 1606 14 If necessary for the economic viability of the 
Ballpark and If cons1stent w1th the purposes of the CG Overlay as stated m § 1600 2 
and the provlSlons of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 

1606 16 Each buddmg or structure located on the portion of South Capitol Street that hes 
w1thm the Ballpark Site shall be set back for 1ts entire he1ght and frontage not less 
than fifteen ( 15) feet, provided that a mimmum of sixty percent ( 60%) of the street­
wall shall be constructed on the setback line 
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1606 1 7 No pnvate dnveway may be constructed or used from South Capttol Street to any 
parkmg or loadmg berth areas m or adjacent to a bulldmg or structure constructed 
after November 4, 2005 

1606 18 The Ballpark and all other proposed bmldmgs or structures withm the Ballpark Stte 
shall be subject to the approval of the Zonmg CommiSSion m accordance With the 
provisions of § § 1606 19 and 1606.20 

1606.19 An applicant requestmg approval under thts section must prove that the proposed 
bmldmg or structure, mcludmg the sttmg, architectural design, stte plan, landscapmg, 
sidewalk treatment, and operatiOn, will mmtmize potential Impacts to the 
neighborhood and the Umted States Capttol Police Board by· 

(a) Mtmmtzmg associated nmse, particularly mto adjacent residential neighborhoods, 

(b) Mtmmizmg light spill, particularly mto adjacent residential neighborhoods, 

(c) Mmtmizmg parkmg and traffic conflict between Ballpark patrons and 
neighborhood residents, 

(d) Encouragmg the use of bicycles through the provision of safe, secure and 
convement bike storage, as well as other forms of alternative transportation to the 
site, 

(e) Mtmmtzmg confltct between vehicles and pedestnans; 

(f) Encouragmg the destgn and development of properties m a manner that ts 
sensitive to the establishment of South Capitol Street as a monumental CIVIC 

boulevard while recogntzmg the proxtmate restdentlal neighborhood use and 
context, 

(g) Bemg m context wtth the surroundmg netghborhood and street patterns; 

(h) Providmg view analysts which assesses openness of views and vtstas around the 
Ballpark, mcludmg vtews toward the Capitol Dome, other federal monumental 
bulldmgs, and the waterfront, from the surroundmg neighborhood and 
neighborhoods east of the Anacostla Rtver, South Capttol Street, the Fredenck 
Douglas Bndge, and the waterfront, 

(1) Provtdmg for safe and convement movement to and through the site, mcludmg to 
public transtt and to the Anacostia River, and 

(J) Ensunng that stgnage on the extenor of bmldmg or mternal to the ballpark 
structure but vtstble from the outstde, mcludmg the scoreboard, wtll not have such 
mtenstty or bnlhance as to cause glare or tmpair the vision of any dnver, or 
otherwtse mterfere wtth the dnver's operatton of a motor vehicle, adversely 
tmpact an owner's enjoyment of restdential property located proximate to the 
ballpark, or Impact the character and mtegnty of the ballpark site 
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1606 20 In addition to the reqmred provisions of§ 1606.19, an applicant requestmg approval 
under this sectiOn shall also demonstrate that the proposed bmldmg or structure, 
mcludmg the sitmg, architectural design, Site plan, landscapmg, sidewalk treatment, 
and operation will 

(a) Help achieve the objectives of the CG Overlay Distnct as set forth m §1600 2, 

(b) Be of a supenor quality, 

(c) Encourage safe and active streetscapes through butldmg articulatiOn, landscapmg, 
and the provision of active ground level uses mcludmg retail, entertamment, 
cultural, and pedestnan concourse space, 

(d) Mmimtze unarticulated blank walls adjacent to public spaces through facade 
articulation, and 

(e) Promote the use of best practice envrronmental design, mcludmg mmimtzmg 
potential Impacts on the Anacostla River through stormwater management and 
recycling practices 

1606 21 The Zomng CommiSSion may Impose reqmrements pertammg to bmldmg or structure 
design, appearance, landscapmg, signage, lightmg, and other such requirements, as It 
deems necessary to protect neighbonng property and to achieve the purposes of the 
Capitol Gateway Overlay Distnct 

1606 22 The Zonmg CommiSSion may hear and decide any additiOnal requests for relief from 
Zonmg RegulatiOns for the subject Site Such requests may be advertised, heard, and 
decided together with the application for Zonmg CommiSSion review and approval 

1606 23 At the time of filing an applicatiOn With the Zonmg CommiSSion, the applicant shall 
pay the filing fee specified m § 3180 1 (b )(16), plus such fees as apply to any 
additional zonmg relief requested The provisions of § 3181 relating to the 
admmtstratton of fees shall apply, except that the applicant may appeal any dectston 
of the Director regardmg the fee schedule to the Zonmg Commtssion, which shall 
decide the appeal as a prelimmary matter to heanng the application " 

1606 24 At any time after the application 1s filed, but no later than 30 days pnor to the heanng 
date, at the request of one or more Zonmg Commission member(s), the Zomng 
Commission may, at a regular or special public meetmg, offer prehmmary comment 
on the design presented Wntten nottce of the Zomng CommiSSion's mtent to offer 
prehmmary comment shall be provided to the Apphcant, ANC 6D, and the Office of 
Planmng The Office Planmng may participate at the meetmg only through 
respondmg to the Zonmg CommissiOn's questiOns and offenng solutiOns to any 
concerns expressed 
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B Chapter 30, ZONING COMMISSION RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE, Is 
amended as follows (new language IS shown m bold and underlme and deletions m 
strikethrough) 

1 Subsection 3011 I IS amended to read as follows 

3011 1 As soon as an application or petition IS accepted for fihng by the Director of the Office 
of Zomng, the Director shall place a copy of the apphcat10n or petition m the pubhc 
record of the CommissiOn and refer a copy to the D C Office of Plannmg for review 
and recommendatiOn on whether the matter should be processed further, except that 
apphcations for Zomng CommiSSion review and approval filed pursuant to Chapters 16 
and 18 of this Title, which are deemed complete by the Drrector, shall be Immediately 
scheduled for heanng consistent with the notice provisiOns of this chapter The 
exception from the requirements of this subsection shall not apply to an 
application for Zoning Commission approval pursuant to § 1606 unless 
accompanied by a written report of the Office of Planning certifying that the 
application is compliant with the standards of that section. 

2 Subsection 3012 1 IS amended to read as follows 

3012 1 As soon as an application or petition IS set down for a pubhc heanng, the matter shall 
be referred to the D C Office of Planmng and any other pubhc agencies that may be 
requested to provide mformahon and assistance, dependmg on the nature of the case 
As soon as an application requestmg Zomng CommiSSion review and approval pursuant 
to Chapter 16 or 18 of thts Title IS accepted for filmg by the Director of the Office of 
Zomng, a copy of the application shall be referred to the D C Office of Planning and 
other appropnate agencies for review and comment A copy shall also be sent for 
review and comment to 

(a) The National Capital Plannmg Commission fur re•11ew and eeHlffleftt, of all 
Chapter 18 apphcatwns and those applications for approval pursuant to ll DCMR 
§ 1603, and 

(b) The Capitol Police Board for those applications for approval pursuant to 11 
DCMR § 1606.18. 

Vote ofthe Zomng Commtsston taken at Its pubhc meetmg on July 11, 2005, to APPROVE the 
proposed rulemakmg· 4-0-1 (Anthony J Hood, Kevm L. Hildebrand, Gregory N Jeffries, and 
John G. Parsons to approve, Carol J Mitten, havmg recused herself, not votmg) 

This order was ADOPTED by the Zomng CommiSSIOn at Its pubhc meetmg on October 17, 
2005, by a vote of 4-0-1 (Anthony J Hood, Gregory N Jeffries, Kevm L Hildebrand, and John 
G Parsons to adopt, Carol J Mitten, havmg recused herself, not votmg) 
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In accordance With the provisiOns of 11 DCMR § 3028 9, thts order shall become effective upon 
publicatiOn m the D C Reglster, that ts, on NOV - 4 2005 

ANTIIDMHOOD 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 
ZONING COMMISSION 



ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

and 
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(Text Amendment-It DCMR) 
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thls editiOn of the D C Reg1ster 


