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ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

and 
Z.C. ORDER NO. 05-08 

Z.C. Case No. 05-08 
(Text Amendments- 11 DCMR) 

(Text Amendment - Capitol Gateway Overlay District) 
October 17,2005 

The Zonmg Conumssmn for the DJstnct of Columbia (the "Commission"), pursuant to its 
authority under§ 1 and § 8 of the Zorung Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat 797, as 
amended, DC Official Code§§ 6-641 01 and 6-641 07) (2001); having held a pubhc heanng as 
requtred by § 3 of the Act (D.C Offictal Code § 6-641 03), and having referred the proposed 
amendments to the National Capital Planrung Commission for a 30-day penod of revtew 
pursuant to of § 492 of the Dtstnct of Columbia Home Rule Act hereby gtves notice of the 
adoption ofthe followmg amendments to Chapters 16 (Capttol Gateway Overlay District) and 30 
(Zorung Commtsston Rules of Practice and Procedure) 

A notice of proposed rulemakmg was pubhshed on July 29, 2005, at 50 DCR 7838 Comments 
were received from the Natmnal Capital Planning Commission In addition, the Office of 
Planrung submitted a supplementary report providmg informatiOn requested by the Zorung 
CommissiOn at the proposed action pubhc meetmg 

The Commission took final action to adopt the amendments at a pubhc meeting held on October 
17,2005 

This final rulemakmg IS effective upon publicatiOn m the D C Regzster 

Set Down Proceeding 

The CommissiOn Imtlated this rulemaking in response to a petition from the District of Columbia 
Office of Plannmg, which recommended text amendments to the existing Capitol Gateway 
Overlay Dtstnct Thts petition followed the announcement from the Mayor m September 2004 
'that an agreement had been reached With MaJor League Baseball for the return of a maJor league 
team to Washmgton DC. This agreement mcludes a reqmrement for the constructiOn of a new 
baseball stadtum m the Near Southeast wtthm Squares 702-706 and ReservatiOn 247, adJacent to 
South Capitol Street between N Street S E and Potomac A venue S E , as well as a number of 
more specific obhgatwns for the new structure, such as seatmg and parkmg requirements In 
December 2004, the Council of the Dtstnct of Columbia adopted the Ballpark Ommbus 
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Fmancmg and Revenue Act of 2004, effective April 8, 2005 (D C Law 15-320, 52 DCR 1757), 
whtch provides for the fmancmg of the ballpark As the baseball use for this site has been 
established by the Mayor and the Council, the Office of Planmng proposed that the Capitol 
Gateway Overlay Distnct be amended as It applies to the subJect site, to· 

• Provide a definition for a "Ballpark" and a "Ballpark Area", 

• Provide for a District and MaJor League Baseball and in accordance wtth adopted 
Council policy; and 

• Establish a Cormmss10n review and approval process and design guidelines for a ballpark 
and associated uses 

At Its March 14, 2005 regular meetmg, the Commission agreed to set down the proposed 
rulemakmg for a public heanng. A Notice of Public Heanng was published m the Apnl 1, 2005 
edition of the DC Regzster (52 DCR 3246), for a Pubhc Heanng to be held on June 2, 2005 

Description of Text Amendment 

The Office of Planmng proposed that the Capital Gateway Overlay District be amended to 
recognize a ballpark as a permitted use subject to design cntena and Commission approval of the 
design Specifically, the proposed amendments would· 

• Define a "Ballpark" as a "stadmm or arena, mcludmg accessory bmldmgs or structures 
(mcludmg, but not limited to office and transportation facilities) that has as Its pnmary 
purpose the hostmg of professional athletic team events", and define the "Ballpark Area" as 
the subJect Site, consistmg of Squares 702-706 and Reservation 247 

• Make explicit that a ballpark IS a permitted use on the subject site. 

• Allow for a non-residential density of 6 0 floor area ratio ("FAR") within the Ballpark Area. 

• Provide for a maximum height of 130 feet 

• Establish a buildmg setback reqmrement of fifteen (15) feet along South Capitol Street, 
reqmre sixty percent (60%) of the fa9ade to be constructed to that setback lme, and establish 
a one-to-one ( 1 1) setback for the buddmg above a height of 1 00 feet 

• Establish a parking reqmrement that would also operate as a cap, reqmre all such parkmg to 
be underground, and allow for CommissiOn approval to diverge from these reqmrements 

• Reqmre that allloadmg facilities and any bus parkmg be mtemal to buildings, but provide for 
Commission to grant relief from this requirement 

• Reqmre twenty percent (20%) of the ground floor of all new bmldmgs (mcludmg the 
Ballpark to be devoted to retrul and other public uses, to encourage streetscape vitality and 
safety throughout the year 
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• Prolubit new dnveway access for loadmg or parktng from either South Capitol Street or P 
Street S.E. 

• Reqwre Commission review of any proposed new bwlding or structure, mcludmg a ballpark, 
m the subject area agamst a specific set of obJectives and gwdehnes for the area, mtended to 
ensure that sitmg, arclutectural design, Site plan, landscapmg, and sidewalk treatment will 
address potential neighborhood and streetscape Impacts An apphcation may be scheduled 
for hearing, wtthout the Commission frrst holding a "set down" proceeding, if the apphcatton 
IS accompanied by a written report from the Office of Planrung certifying that the apphcatton 
IS compliant wtth the established standards, pnor to any CommissiOn review 

• Permit the Commtsston to consider requests for additional zomng relief, such as special 
exceptions or vanances, as part of the required review. 

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan 

The proposed amendments to the CG Overlay would further a number of maJor themes of the 
Comprehensive Plan, as outlined and detailed in Chapter 1 - General Provisions Element, 
mcludmg 

(a) Stabzlzzmg and zmprovmg the Dzstrzct 's nezghborhoods 

(e) Respectmg and zmprovmg the physzcal character of the Dzstrzct 

(f) Preservmg and ensuring community input 

(g) Preservmg the hzstorzc character of the Dzstrzct 

(z) Promotmg enhanced public safety 

The proposal would also help to ensure that eventual constructiOn on the subject site furthers 
Economic Development, Environmental Protectton, Transportation, Urban Design, and Land 
Use goals and obJectives of the Comprehensive Plan, as well as Ward 6 Economic Development, 
Transportation, Urban Design, and Land Use obJectives 

The area IS designated on the Generahzed Land Use Map as mixed Production and Technical 
Employment, Medium to High Density Commercial, "a shoppmg and servzce area that 
generally offers the largest concentratzon and varzety of good and servzces outszde the Central 
Employment Area;" and High Denstty Residential (Comprehensive Land Use Map). This 
designatiOn generally corresponds to zomng currently on the site. A ballpark would not be 
mconsistent wtth tlus designatiOn, particularly since the Generalized Land Use Map does not 
include a fully relevant land use category The site IS wttlun the Navy Yard Metro Development 
Area, and within the Central Employment Area, the core area of the Dtstnct where the greatest 
concentratiOn of employment in the city and regton ts encouraged 
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Public Hearing 

The Commission held a pubhc hearmg on tlus case on June 2, 2005 Commtsston members 
present were V tce Chrurperson Anthony J Hood, and CommissiOners Kevin L Hildebrand, 
Gregory N Jeffnes, and John G Parsons 

In Its testimony, the Office of Planmng used a PowerPomt presentation to descnbe the site and 
surroundmg area, and how the proposed text amendment would further general planmng 
obJeCtives for the Ballpark site and for the Near Southeast area m general The Office of 
Plannmg mcluded m Its presentation obJectives related to encouragmg active streetscapes, 
minimizmg negative Impacts on surroundmg residential communities, provtdmg access to the 
waterfront, ensurmg neighborhood connectivity, enabling traffic management, encouragmg 
"green" design, and provtdmg for neighborhood mput, as well as responding to the agreement 
between MaJor League Baseball and the District. 

In response to comments made by the Commtsston at set down, and comments made by ANC 
commissioners at ANC meetmgs, other Dtstrtct government departments, and members of the 
public, the Office of Planning proposed a number of modifications to the draft as presented to the 
Commission m concept form at the set-down meeting and advertised for pubhc hearing These 
changes were descnbed in a report to the Commission from the Office of Planning dated May 
23, 2005 Generally, the changes were mtended to provide clarity or to provide additional 
duectton With regards to their mtent and pnonties, and mcluded the followmg· 

• Remove "office use" from the list of the preferred use retail types, 

• Allow parkmg access dnveway from P Street S E ; 

• Separate revtew gmdehnes mto two separate clauses - one to address neighborhood 
Impact and the second to address bwldmg form, 

• Add review gUideline provisiOns to mimmtze parkmg and traffic conflicts between 
Ballpark patrons and neighborhood residents and to encourage use of btcycles and other 
alternative modes of transportation, 

• Separate the view analysts provisiOn mto two - one addressmg openness of VIews from 
multiple points around the ballpark and one to address vtews from the stadium seating, 

• Note the extstmg low density residential neighborhood as part of South Capitol Street 
character, 

• Expand the "active streetscape" provisiOn to mclude articulation and landscape destgn m 
addition to active uses, 

• Refer to stormwater management and recycling as part of best practice environmental 
destgn assessment, and 

• Note that the provisiOn addressmg s1gnage Is mtended to apply to external signage only 

The Commtsswn questiOned the Office of Plannmg on Issues related to Ballpark height and 
method of measurement, view shed analysts, other potenttal development on the Ballpark site; 
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traffic and proposed parkmg regulatiOns, signage regulations, and the proposed design review 
process 

No other District government department or agency testified before the CommiSSion The report 
from the Office of Plannmg mcluded comments from the Department of Housmg and 
Commuruty Development which noted support, and the Department of Employment Services 
which noted, m essence, no concerns wtth this text amendment. 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission ("ANC") 6D, wtthm which the site hes that IS the focus of 
the proposed text amendment, provided wntten and verbal testimony m opposition to the text 
amendment At Its May 9, 2005 meeting, the ANC unanimously voted to oppose the text 
amendment, for the folloWing reasons 

• Opposition to the chosen Ballpark site, 

• Insufficient pnonzatwn of neighborhood protectiOn related guidelmes over buddmg 
design gwdehnes; 

• Insufficient on-site parkmg reqwred, 

• Impacts of vehicular and pedestrian (from Metro statwn) traffic through existing 
neighborhoods and along M Street, 

• Insufficient bus parkmg, and the need to ensure that buses do not use local streets through 
neighborhoods to access the ballpark, 

• InclusiOn of a gwdelme related to assessment of views from the stadmm, 

• Insufficient community engagement in plannmg and design for' the stadium site, 

• Potential north-west onentatwn of the ballpark havmg a greater neighborhood Impact 
than a more southerly onentatwn, 

• Potential hght spill from the ballpark, 

• Emergency Preparedness, and 

• Lack of comprehensive traffic management plannmg given the many new area 
developments 

One area resident testified m support of the proposal noting the urban context for the site and the 
need to mtegrate the site mto the surroundmg neighborhood In additwn, a written submissiOn m 
support of the text amendment was received from the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation 

The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly m wntten and verbal testimony at the Pubhc Heanng 
recommended that the CommissiOn not take actiOn on this proposal at this time, pendmg 
resolutiOn of concerns related to 

• The cumulative amount of (re )development m the general area, 

• Lack of confidence that the tax revenues generated w1ll match expenditures, and 

• Loss of mdustnallands 
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Four area residents, mcludmg two ANC 6D Comnusswners, testified m opposition, based upon 
the potential adverse Impact of the proposed use on 

• The Federal presence and Homeland Secunty, 

• Adjacent residential commuruties, 

• The ability to clean up the Anacostia River, 

• Views from area residential uruts, and 

• Traffic and parkmg m residential areas 

The CommissiOn left the record open for recetpt of ANC 6D's report that met the reqwrements 
of 11 DCMR § 3012.5, a wntten presentation from the SWNA, and additional analysts by the 
Office of Planmng regardmg scoreboard destgn, the destgn approval process, hetght 
measurement, view impacts, traffic and mitigatiOn, and case studies of other ballparks m urban 
settmgs 

In its written testtmony dated June 27, 2005, the SWNA reiterated Its recommendation that the 
Commission not take action on the proposal until It IS determined that the South Capitol Street 
stte ts the most swtable and fmanctally beneficial site for the ctty and the ball team. The SWNA 
report also noted a need to amend the Comprehensive Plan Generalized Land Use Map, and 
questiOned the potential tax revenue lost, the use of emment domam to acqwre land, and "spot 
zomng" 

Proposed Rulemaking 

Followmg the pubhc hearmg, the Commission took proposed action pursuant to 11 DCMR 
§ 3027 2 at a regular meetmg on July I 1, 2005 The Office of Planmng, m a report dated June 
30, 2005, provided additional mformatwn on other comparably stted ballparks In response to 
this additional analysts and concerns and Issues ratsed by the Commtsston and members of the 
pubhc at the Pubhc Hearmg, the Office of Planmng made the followmg recommendatiOns 
includmg 

• The hmttatwns on FAR, heights, and step-backs proposed m the text amendment should 
remam generally as proposed to adequately accommodate a new ballpark bwldmg, 

• A multi-faceted approach IS necessary to address accessibility to the ballpark, includmg 
varwus forms of pubhc transportation, safe pedestnan routes, taxis, femes, btcycles, 
buses, and remote parkmg to compliment (or m some cases replace) driving and parktng 
adjacent to the stadtum, to reduce traffic Impacts, 

• An amendment to clartfy § 1616.5 to add a clause spectfically describing how hetght wtll 
be measured for a Ballpark, 

• A mmor wordmg clanficatton to the vtew analysts reqwrement of §1606.19, and posstble 
deletiOn of§ 1606 20m response to concerns ratsed by the commumty, 
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• Addition of a new gmdelme provisiOn m § 1606.19 to provide for specific review of the 
scoreboard and other signage for safety, enjoyment of adjacent residential property and 
impact the character and mtegnty of the ballpark s1te, 

• That the maximwn amount of relief from reqmred retrul (§ 1605 14) not be lim1ted, but 
the report prov1ded the necessary amendment language to § 1604 15 should the 
Commiss1on dec1de to do so; 

• No change to the bus parking reqmrement (§1606 10) or relief(§ 1606 11) provlSlons; 
and 

• A new prov1s1on, § 1606.24, which would prov1de an opportunity for the Comm1sswn to 
give prehmmary comments regardmg the subm1tted ballpark design proposal subsequent 
to submission of an applicatiOn but pnor to the hearing 

The CommissiOn accepted most of these recommendatiOns, but decided to hmit the amount of 
relief that may be granted from the ground floor retail reqmrement of§ 1605.14 to fifty percent 
(50%) 

A Notice of Proposed Rulemaklng was published m the D C Regzster on July 29, 2005 at 50 
DCR 7838, for a 30-day not1ce and comment penod 

The proposed rulemaklng was referred to the NatiOnal Capital Plannmg CommissiOn ("NCPC") 
m accordance with the provisions of § 492 of the Distnct of Colwnbia Home Rule Act. NCPC 
reviewed this proposal at Its meetmg of August 4, 2005, and by report dated August 10, 2005, 
found that the text amendment would not m Itself adversely affect the Identified federal mterests. 
The NCPC noted 

(a) Retrul space should be utilized to articulate the South Capitol fa~ade, 

(b) Stadium lightmg should be designed to mm1m1ze adverse mght v1ews of the IllUminated 
Cap1tol Dome, 

(c) The defimtwn of stad1um height should mclude hght standards; 

(d) Internal and external signage should be designed to mimmize adverse affect on the 
Capitol bmldmg, the waterfront, and South Capitol Street, 

(e) Parking facilities should be located mtenor to the site and below grade, and that 
compliance not be limited by adverse impacts on the economic viability of the ballpark, 

(f) Total number ofparkmg spaces should be limited to 1,225 unless otherwise demonstrated 
that more are needed and can be accomplished Without adverse Impact, 

(g) A higher percentage than the reqmred sixty percent (60%) of the South Capitol Street 
fa~ade be built to the setback lme, and that bmldmg artiCulatiOn not be used as a 
substitute for street level actiVIty, and 

(h) That secunty concerns of the Architect of the Capitol and the Capitol Police Board be 
given due consideratiOn m the Ballpark design process 
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In a subrmsswn dated August 29, 2005, the Umted Stated Capitol Pohce Board requested that the 
process for review of the final design mclude an opportunity for timely and meamngful mput 
from the Capitol Pohce Board With regards to buddmg height and sighthnes to address Its 
secunty concerns 

The Office of Planmng subrmtted a Supplemental Report dated September 2, 2005, proVIding 
additional informatton on stmilarly stted ballparks, and notmg no concerns With hmttmg the 
amount of rehef from the required retail requirement of§ 1614 as discussed above 

The Office of Zomng did not receive any other submtsswns m response to the notice 

Final Rulemaking 

The Commission took final actiOn to adopt the rulemaking at its regularly scheduled pubhc 
meeting on October 17, 2005 In response to the security Issues rrused by United States Capitol 
Pohce and NCPC, the Comrmss10n decided to refer all design review applications to the Capitol 
Police Board for review and comment In addition, the Commission decided to revise proposed 
§ 1606.19 to require that the Siting, architectural design, site plan, landscapmg, sidewalk 
treatment, and operation of any building wtthm the ballpark site must rmrurmze potential impacts 
to the Umted States Capitol As proposed, the subsection only addressed potential Impacts to the 
neighborhood 

The Office of the Attorney General has determmed that this rulemakmg meets 1ts standards of 
legal suffictency and that no re-adverttsement or re-pubhcatwn of the proposed rule ts reqmred 
by virtue of the changes made 

Based on the above, the Commission finds that the proposed amendments to the Zomng 
Regulations are m the best mterests of the District of Columbia, consistent With the purpose of 
the Zoning RegulatiOns and Zomng Act, and not mconststent With the Comprehensive Plan for 
the National Capital 

In consideration of the reasons set forth herem, the Zonmg Commission hereby APPROVES the 
followmg amendments to Chapters 16 (Capitol Gateway Overlay District), and 30 (Zomng 
Comnusston Rules of Practtce and Procedure) of the Zonmg RegulatiOns, Title 11 DCMR 

Added wordmg to existmg provisiOns IS underlined, and deleted wordmg IS shown in stMe­
through lettenng 

A Chapter 16, CAPITAL GATEWAY OVERLAY DISTRICT, IS amended as follows. 

1 SubsectiOn 1600 1, PREAMBLE, Is amended by addmg a new paragraph (f) to read as 
follows 

(f) Provide for development of Squares 702-706 and ReservatiOn 247 as a ballpark 
for maJor league sport and entertamment and assoctated uses 
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2. By addmg a new Section 1606 to read as follows 

1606 BALLPARK 

1606.1 A Ballpark may be constructed and operated withm Squares 702, 703, 704, 705, and 
706 and ReservatiOn 247 (the "Ballpark Site") 

1606 2 For the purposes of this sectiOn, the term "Ballpark" means a stadium or arena, 
mcludmg accessory butldings or structures (mcluding, but not limited to office and 
transportatiOn facilities) that has as Its pnmary purpose the hostmg of professiOnal 
athletic team events 

1606 3 The Ballpark may also be used to host events customanly held m such facilities 
mcluding, but not limited to performances, amateur sportmg events, municipal 
functions, and public or private ceremonies 

1606 4 Notwithstandmg § 631 1 of this Title, no portiOn of the FAR need be used for 
residential purposes withtn the Ballpark Site 

1606 5 The Ballpark's maximum permitted height shall be that permttted by the Act to 
Regulate the Height of Butldmgs m the Distnct of Columbia, approved June 1, 191 0 
(36 Stat 452, D.C Official Code §§ 6-601 01 to 6-601 09), as amended For the 
purposes of determining height for a Ballpark, height shall mean the vertical distance 
measured from the level of the curb opposite the middle of the front of the building to 
the highest pomt of the building including a scoreboard, roof, canttlevered sunscreen, 
or parapet, wtth the exception of elements noted in § 630 3 

1606.6 In addition to the streetwall setbacks of §1606 15, any portion of the Ballpark that 
exceeds 110 feet m height shall provide an additional one-to-one (1 ·I) step back from 
the butldmg line along South Capitol Street 

1606.7 All parking spaces wtthm the Ballpark Site shall be provided underground At or 
above grade parking spaces shall be permitted if approved by the Zomng Commission 
pursuant to § 1606 18, subject to the applicant demonstratmg 

(a) Practical difficulty wtth the provision of underground parking, and 

(b) Compliance wtth the provisions of§§ 1606.19 and 1606 20. 

1606 8 A maximum of I ,225 vehicular parkmg spaces shall be provided for the Ballpark use 
wtthtn the Ballpark Site, m addition to bus parkmg reqUirements of§ 1606 10. Of this 
number, a mimmum of 125 shall be designated handicapped parkmg spaces Any 
parkmg spaces m additiOn to the 1 ,225 amount shall be permitted If approved by the 
Zonmg Commission pursuant to §1606 18, subject to the apphcant demonstratmg 

(a) That the parkmg spaces are needed to satisfy parkmg demand generated by the 
Ballpark not met by existmg or approved but not yet constructed parkmg 
factlittes, and 

(b) Compliance with the provlSlons of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 
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1606 9 In considenng whether to approve additional ballpark-related at or above-ground 
parkmg spaces under § 1606 8, the Zonmg ComrmssiOn shall Judge, balance, and 
reconcile the need for additional on-site parkmg agamst any adverse Impacts the 
presence of the parkmg will have on traffic, and the aesthetics and development of the 
surroundmg neighborhood 

1606 1 0 Any on-site bus parkmg shall be located mtemal to a building, with doors and 
entranceways designed to comphment the butldmg fa~ade, and shall permit safe and 
converuent vehicular and pedestnan movement. 

1606 11 The Zorung Commission may grant rehef from the requirements of § 1606.1 0 
pursuant to § 1606 18 If necessary to the economic viabihty of the Ballpark and If 
consistent wtth the purposes of the CG Overlay as stated m § 1600 2 and the 
prOVISIOns of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 

1606 12 Loadmg platforms and berths for the Ballpark shall be located mternal to a buildmg, 
with doors and entranceways designed to comphment the butldmg fa~ade, and shall 
penmt safe and converuent vehicular and pedestnan movement 

1606 13 A mirumum of one pedestnan entrance gate to the Ballpark shall be provided on each 
street frontage 

1606 14 Not less than twenty percent (20%) of the Ballpark bwldmg's extenor penmeter 
frontage, not mcludmg any detached accessory bwldmg, shall be devoted to retail, 
servtce, entertamment, or arts uses ("preferred uses") as permitted m § 1807.2 of this 
Title, wtth the addition of "museum", m accordance With the followmg provisions· 

(a) Preferred uses shall have a street onentatiOn, 

(b) Preferred uses shall provide direct extenor access at ground level, 

(c) Not less than fifty percent (50%) of area devoted to preferred uses shall be 
devoted to display wmdows having clear or low-emiSSivity, 

(d) The rmrumum floor to ceihng height of area devoted to preferred uses shall be 
fourteen ( 14) feet clear, and 

(e) The average depth from the extenor fa~ade m towards the center of the bwldmg 
for space devoted to preferred retail shall be fifty (50) feet mirumum 

1606 15 The Zonmg Commission may grant relief to a maximum of fifty percent (50%) of the 
amount of space requued by § 1606 14 If necessary for the economic viability of the 
Ballpark and If consistent with the purposes of the CG Overlay as stated m § 1600 2 
and the provisiOns of§§ 1606 19 and 1606 20 

1606 16 Each bwldmg or structure located on the portion of South Capitol Street that hes 
wtthtn the Ballpark Site shall be set back for Its entire height and frontage not less 
than fifteen (15) feet, provided that a mmimum of sixty percent (60%) of the street­
wall shall be constructed on the setback lme 
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1606 17 No pnvate dnveway may be constructed or used from South Capitol Street to any 
parking or loadmg berth areas in or adjacent to a bmldmg or structure constructed 
after November 4, 2005. 

1606 18 The Ballpark and all other proposed buildmgs or structures Within the Ballpark Site 
shall be subject to the approval of the Zorung Commission in accordance With the 
prOVISIOnS of § § 1606 19 and 1606 20 

1606.19 An applicant requestmg approval under this section must prove that the proposed 
buildmg or structure, mcludmg the Siting, architectural design, site plan, landscapmg, 
sidewalk treatment, and operation, will mmimize potential Impacts to the 
neighborhood and the Uruted States Capitol by 

(a) Mimmizmg associated noise, particularly into adjacent residential neighborhoods; 

(b) Mirumizmg hght spill, particularly mto adjacent residential neighborhoods; 

(c) Mirumizmg parking and traffic conflict between Ballpark patrons and 
neighborhood residents, 

(d) Encouragmg the use of bicycles through the proVIsion of safe, secure and 
converuent bike storage, as well as other forms of alternative transportation to the 
site, 

(e) Mimmtzmg conflict between vehicles and pedestrians; 

(t) Encouragmg the design and development of properties m a manner that IS 
sensitive to the establishment of South Capitol Street as a monumental CIVIC 
boulevard while recognizmg the proximate residential neighborhood use and 
context, 

(g) Being in context With the surroundmg neighborhood and street patterns, 

(h) Providmg view analysis which assesses openness of views and vistas around the 
Ballpark, includmg views toward the Capitol Dome, other federal monumental 
bmldings. and the waterfront. from the surrounding neighborhood and 
neighborhoods east of the Anacostia River, South Capitol Street, the Frederick 
Douglas Bndge, and the waterfront, 

(i) Providing for safe and converuent movement to and through the Site, mcludmg to 
public transit and to the Anacostta River, and 

(j) Ensuring that signage on the exterior of buildmg or mternal to the ballpark 
structure but visible from the outside, mcluding the scoreboard, Will not have such 
mtensity or bnlbance as to cause glare or Impair the vision of any dnver, or 
otherwise mterfere With the dnver's operation of a motor vehicle, adversely 
Impact an owner's enjoyment of residential property located proximate to the 
ballpark, or Impact the character and mtegnty of the ballpark site 
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1606 20 In addition to the reqmred provisiOns of§ 1606 19, an applicant requestmg approval 
under this section shall also demonstrate that the proposed bmldmg or structure, 
mcludmg the siting, architectural design, site plan, landscapmg, sidewalk treatment, 
and operatiOn will 

(a) Help achieve the objectives of the CG Overlay District as set forth m §1600 2, 

(b) Be of a superior quality, 

(c) Encourage safe and active streetscapes through bmldmg articulatiOn, landscaping, 
and the provision of active ground level uses including retrul, entertainment, 
cultural, and pedestrian concourse space, 

(d) Minnmze unartlculated blank walls adjacent to pubhc spaces through facade 
articulatiOn, and 

(e) Promote the use of best practice environmental design, mcludmg mmimizmg 
potential rmpacts on the Anacostia River through stormwater management and 
recycling practices 

1606.21 The Zoning Commission may Impose requirements pertruning to buildmg or structure 
design, appearance, landscapmg, signage, lighting, and other such requrrements, as It 
deems necessary to protect neighboring property and to achieve the purposes of the 
Capitol Gateway Overlay Distnct 

1606.22 The Zonmg Commission may hear and decide any additional requests for relief from 
Zorung Regulations for the subject site Such requests may be advertised, heard, and 
decided together With the application for Zoning CommissiOn review and approval. 

1606 23 At the time of filing an applicatiOn With the Zonmg CommiSSion, the applicant shall 
pay the filing fee specified m § 3180 l(b)(16), plus such fees as apply to any 
additional zonmg rehef requested The provisiOns of § 3181 relatmg to the 
admlrustratlon of fees shall apply, except that the applicant may appeal any decision 
of the Director regardmg the fee schedule to the Zorung Commission, which shall 
decide the appeal as a prehmmary matter to heanng the application " 

1606 24 At any time after the applicatiOn IS filed, but no later than 30 days pnor to the hearmg 
date, at the request of one or more Zoning CommissiOn member(s), the Zorung 
CommiSSIOn may, at a regular or special public meeting, offer prehmmary comment 
on the design presented Wntten notice of the Zomng CommissiOn's mtent to offer 
prelimmary comment shall be provided to the Applicant, ANC 6D, and the Office of 
Planmng The Office Planmng may partiCipate at the meetmg only through 
respondmg to the Zonmg Commission's questiOns and offenng solutions to any 
concerns expressed 
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B. Chapter 30, ZONING COMMISSION RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE, Is 
amended as follows (new language IS shown m bold and underlme and deletions m 
strikethrough) 

1 Subsection 3011 lis amended to read as follows 

3011 1 As soon as an applicatiOn or petitiOn IS accepted for filing by the Drrector of the Office 
of Zorung, the Drrector shall place a copy of the application or petitiOn m the public 
record of the CommissiOn and refer a copy to the D C Office of Plannmg for review 
and recommendation on whether the matter should be processed further, except that 
applicatiOns for Zonmg CommissiOn review and approval filed pursuant to Chapters 16 
and 18 of this Title, which are deemed complete by the Director, shall be immediately 
scheduled for heanng consistent With the notice provisions of this chapter. The 
exception from the requirements of this subsection shall not apply to an 
application for Zoning Commission approval pursuant to § 1606 unless 
accompanied by a written report of the Office of Planning~ certifying that the 
application is compliant with the standards of that section. 

2. Subsection 3012 1 is amended to read as follows. 

3012 1 As soon as an application or petition IS set down for a public hearing, the matter shall 
be referred to the D C Office of Planning and any other public agencies that may be 
requested to provide mformation and assistance, depending on the nature of the case. 
As soon as an application requesting Zonmg Commission review and approval pursuant 
to Chapter 16 or 18 of this Title IS accepted for filmg by the Director of the Office of 
Zonmg, a copy of the applicatiOn shall be referred to the D C Office of Planrung and 
other appropnate agencies for review and comment A copy shall also be sent for 
review and comment to· 

(a) The NatiOnal Capital Planrung Commission foF revte•.v and eomment, of all 
Chapter 18 applicatiOns and those applicatiOns for approval pursuant to 11 DCMR 
§ 1603, and 

(b) The Capitol Police Board for those applications for approval pursuant to 11 
DCMR § 1606.18. 

Vote of the Zonmg Commission taken at Its public meeting on July 11,2005, to APPROVE the 
proposed rulemakmg 4-0-1 (Anthony J Hood, Kevin L. Hildebrand, Gregory N Jeffnes, and 
John G Parsons to approve, Carol J. Mitten, havmg recused herself, not votmg) 

This order was ADOPTED by the Zonmg CommissiOn at Its public meetmg on October 17, 
2005, by a vote of 4-0-1 (Anthony J Hood, Gregory N Jeffries, Kevm L Hildebrand, and John 
G Parsons to adopt, Carol J Mitten, havmg recused herself, not votmg) 
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In accordance With the provisions of 11 DCMR § 3028 9, this order shall become effective upon 
publicatiOn m the D C Regzster; that IS, on NOV - 4 2005 



ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

and 
ORDER NO. 05-08 
Z.C. Case No. 05-08 

(Text Amendment- 11 DCMR) 
(Text Amendment - Capitol Gateway Overlay District) 

The full text of tins Zonmg Commission order 1s published m the "Fmal Rulemakmg" sectiOn of 
this edition of the D C Regzster 


