
SOUTHWEST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSEMBLY (SWNA) 
GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 23 at 7:30 PM 

WILL BE HELD IN 
ST. AUGUSTINE EPISCOPAL CHURCH* 

600 M STREET SW 
(6TH AND M STREETS- ACROSS FROM ARENA SrAGE) 

"UPDATE ON OUR CHANGING COMMUNITY" 

• Arena Stage's New Theatre Design 
Bnan Heller, Fac1hty ProJect Manager, Arena Stage 

• Text Change Of The Regulations For The South Capitol 
Street Gateway Overlay District Regarding The New 
Baseball Stadium in SE/SW 

Joel Lawson, Development ReVIew Planner, DC Office ofPlanmng W1th Mr 
Lawson Wlll be members of the DC Department of Transportation, DC Sports and 
Entertamment Comnusston, and the Anacosna Waterfront Corporation 

• Ft. Me Nair's New Main Gate and Entrance at P and 2nd 
StreetsSW 

Colonel Stephen Hatch, PE. Drrector ofEngmeenng. National Defense Uruvers1ty 
and Mary Wtedworfer, PE, Ft McNmr Restdent Engmeer 

• St. Matthew's Lutheran Church New Development Plans at 
222 M Street SW 

Mr Dan Felger and Rev Phd Huber 

* PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN REGULAR MEETING LOCATION . ' ' . ' ,, : . 
ZONING COMMISSION

District of Columbia
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ZONING COMMISSION TEXT AMENDMENT 05-08, BALLPARK SITE- Summary 

Location Squares 702, 703, 704, 705 and 706 and Reservation 247 (the Ballpark Site) 

Timing Setdown Meeting - held Monday March 14, 2005 ZC voted unammously to set down the proposal 
Public Hearing -June 2, 2005 

Proposal Amend the Capitol Gateway Overlay District be amended as It apphes to the subJect ballpark site 

• NOTE: OP IS currently reVIewmg possible changes as proposed by ANC 6D, area residents, and 
other mterested parties 

• Review - Require Zomng CommlSSion reVIew and approval of any bulldmg or structure, mcludmg 
a ballpark, m the Ballpark area agamst guidehnes mtended to ensure that sitmg, architectural 
design, Site plan, landscapmg, and sidewalk treatment wtll (not yet m pnontized order) 

1 be of supenor design quahty, 

2 further the obJeCtives of the CG Overlay District, 

3 recognize Its neighborhood context and street patterns, 

4 proVIde for openness of VIews and VIstas toward the Capitol Dome, and between the Ballpark, 
other federal monumental butldmgs, the waterfront, and the surroundmg neighborhood, 

5 proVIde for safe and convement movement to and through the Site, 

6 mmimtze confhct between vehicles and pedestrians, 

7 be sensitive to the establishment of South Capitol Street as a monumental CIVIC boulevard, 

8 encourage safe and active streetscapes through the proVISion of active ground level uses 
mcludmg retail, entertamment, cultural pedestrian concourse space, 

9 mtmmtze unarttculated blank walls adJacent to pubhc spaces through facade artlculatton, 

10 promote the use of best practice enVIronmental design, 

11 mtmmize associated nOise, 

12 mmimtze hght spill, and 

13 utihze signage design and location to maximtze effectiveness wh1le mmtm1zmg adverse visual 
Impact on streetscape character 

• Definition - for a "Ballpark" and the "Ballpark Area" and recognize that a ballpark IS a permitted 
use on the subJect Site 

• FAR - Permit a non-residential FAR of 6 0 

• Height - Permit a height of 130', require a 1 1 setback above 110' along S Cap Street 

• Parking - Requrre 1,100 on-site spaces - any additional would require Zomng Conuruss10n 
approval, and requtred that any above grade parking require Zomng Commission approval 

• Loading -Require that any on-site loadmg facihttes and any bus parking be mternal to bulldmgs 

• Retail- Require 20 %of the butldmg's extenor penmeter fac;ade to be neighborhood serVIng retail, 
sernce, entertamment, or arts uses ("preferred uses"), With the addition of "museum" and "office 
associated wtth baseball use" 

• Setbacks - Establish a 1 5 foot setback requirement along South Capitol Street 

• Driveways - Prohibited from either South Capitol Street or P Street SE 

DC Office of Plannmg 5/23/2005 
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SubJ Minutes from 1 0/25 special board meeting 
Date Saturday, Apnl 30, 2005 12.26 25 PM 
From dsobelso@capaccess.org 
To rbwestb@aol com 

> Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
> Board Meet1ng October 25, 2004 
> Proposed Mmutes 
[I believe these were adopted as proposed ] 
> 
> Present 
> 
> Offrcers Marge Maceda (pres1dent), Perry Klem (v1ce~pres1dent), Ellen 
> Wrnshrp (treasurer), Dav1d Sobelsohn (secretary), representatives Maunce 
> Boyd, Tom Hememann, Llda Holland Churchville, Sherry L. Dav1s, Vanessa 
> Ruffm~Colbert, and Kevm Thomas 
> 
> Task~force and committee cha1rs Margaret Feldman (h1story), Dale Madver 
> (Southwester), and Barbara A Murray (scholarships) 
> 
> Advisory-board members Thelma Jones and Naomr Monk 
> 
> Absent Representative Delo1ce A Leggett 
> 
> 
> Pres1dent Maceda called the meetmg to order at 9.46 p.m 
> 
> Sobelsohn moved/Ruffin-Colbert seconded the followmg mot1on 
> 
> "The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly does not at th1s t1me support the 
> construction of a publicly funded baseball stad1um m or near our 
> neighborhood 
> 
> 1. Stud1es 1nd1cate that pubhcly funded stad1ums do not generate tax 
> revenues to offset the1r costs We have not seen persuasive ev1dence to 
> the contrary We have no confidence the current proposal Will produce 
> tax revenues to match the c1ty's expenditures 
> 
> 2 The c1ty has rushed through th1s proposal Without suffiCient 
> cons1derat1on of the 1mpact a stad1um at the proposed location would have 
> on our neighborhood Before supportmg th1s proposal, we need-~ 
> 
> a Answers to senous concerns about--
> 
> 1 ) Park1ng, street traffic, and public transportation 
> 2) No1se. 
> 3) Displacement of current residents and busmesses. 
> 
> b Guarantees that-
> 
> 1 ) Construction will y1eld Increased employment for Southwest 
> residents. 
> 2) Funds Will be spec1frcally earmarked for Southwest recreation 
> and youth actiVIties " 

aolnch //672615810921 
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> 
> Maunce Boyd moved to substitute the followmg mot1on 
> 
> "The SWNA Board hereby requests that the C1ty Council hold off tak1ng any 
> act1on on th1s 1ssue unt1l December 3 1 , 2004." 
> 
> Th1s substitute mot1on fa1led for want of a second. 
> 
> Wmsh1p moved/Ruffm-Colbert seconded to call the questton. The mot1on 
> to call the quest1on passed The underlymg motton fa1led, 6 for, 7 
> agamst, as follows· FOR--Boyd, Murray, Maciver, Rufftn-Colbert, 
Sobelsohn, 
> W1nsh1p, AGAINST--Churchvrlle, Davrs, Feldman, Hememann, Klem, Maceda, 
>Thomas 
> 
> Feldman moved/Sobelsohn seconded the followtng matron: 
> 
> "The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly would support the construction of a 
> publicly funded baseball stad1um 1n or near our nerghborhood If-
> 
> 1 We had confidence the current proposal would produce tax revenues to 
> match the c1ty's expenditures, and-
> 
> 2 We received-­
> 
> a Convmcrng answers to senous questions about--
> 
> 1) Parkmg, street traffrc, and public transportation; 
> 2) NOISe, and-
> 3) Displacement of current res1dents and busmesses; and--
> 
> b Guarantees that-
> 
> 1 ) Construction would y1eld mcreased employment for Southwest 
> res1dents; 
> 
> 2) Funds would be specrflcally earmarked for Southwest recreation 
> and youth act1v1t1es " 
> 
> President Maceda offered, as a frrendly amendment, to replace 2 b 2) (the 
> part begmmng "Funds would be specrf1cally earmarked") w1th the 
followmg· 
> 
> "2) The team would comm1t to an e1ght-week summer camp free for Southwest 
> boys and g1rls; and-
> 
> 3) The team would commit to refurbish playmg f1elds at Jefferson Jumor 
> H1gh School and Am1don, Bowen, and Van Ness Elementary Schools." 
> 
> Feldman and Sobelsohn accepted th1s as a friendly amendment. 
> 
> The mot1on passed 6-3, as follows: FOR-Feldman, Hememann, Klem, 
> Maciver, Sobelsohn, Thomas, AGAINST--Churchville, Dav1s, Maceda 
> 
> Sobelsohn moved/Thomas seconded to adjourn The mot1on passed The 

aolnch //672615810921 

5/2/05 12 02 PM 



·- .. 

' . 

... 

,. 

t. 
'I . " 

l 

' . . 
) 

l 

~ .. 

. ' 

Stadiuffi. ~'\ :_:,~\ 
Tal~_WiJh~~!)~ 1~ 

·-banqow~rs_~ . 

.. ,ey,~!;;i£ ,B, ~g~ti;~ 
By DAVi~-!N~uRi' S-: ~-:05' 

.; ,,. , .. ;_, 
Washington Post Staff Writer , :·~ : . 

i. The ''Dfstnct' 'gove~ent ·has·· 
· puf landowners on the ·site of a 
proposed new baseball stadium on· ., 

~ notice that the city will open neg~: 
· tiations 'to buy their propt;rties' asl..... 
e~ly'llS July. -:· '··. ~. J''' .•:vL" ·' 
-. The two-page ·Ietters,.awliichA ·J. 

.were sent last week by the Office 
of Property Management, stated 
that 'owners will have a right 'to 
make a counteroffer if they are not 
satisfied with the city's bid, but· 
they must. provide docwnen~s to 
support their claims for• higher . 
purchase prices. Also,.owners will 
be expected to vacate the proper­
ties by the end of the_year;the, !~t­
ters saidY: ' ·· ·'- ·'· -'" ·-

This markS the most aggressive· 
move to date by th( city to begin 

. trying .to acquire about ~4 acres· 
, . that. are privatelY ··owned ~·near'~, 

South CapitotStreet and the Navy 
· · Yard, along the Anacostia water­

front in Southeast. . The city al­
ready owns about six acres at the 
site, made up of roads and puklic . , 
alleys. • · # • ~ !_, ": 

- But at least some of the' 33 
property owners are expected to 
put up a fight~ and two already 
have filed ,lawsuits .in Superior 
Court over issues related' to the .; 
stadium. If the District is unable 
to buy the properties, it can at- ; -: , 
tempt to condemn the land and ~ ' 
seize it through eminent domain. J 

Then the issues would be decided 
in court. · · · 

·. 

:· M. Roy Goldberg, an attorney ' 
. for owners of a trash transfer 'sta-. 
tioo''on the site', filed 'sUit mo'nths·, 
ago aUeging the city had denied · 
his' clients permits to expand and 
renoW,te(in 'im 1~ffort1 to keep the) 

-cbst of l,the' propert)r4ol.1'artificially r 
.. low jJ;I·preparation for · an" annex-· 

...- ·ation bid. '11.:;1 •. -': "f :s 1\IJI•:; • ... ._ , 

• . -( Citing ·W eonnecticti.t•eminent . 
. dotltain''.ca.Se'pending:·before the · 

• · .'Supreme 1 COurt, r Goldberg an'd 
, others question whether a base­

. ·.ball ',stadium is truly a' public use: 
·, ?for;which eminent domain can be 

, · ; invoked;•"Given the nature of the · 
·stadium funding and proposed uti­

f liZation: ·it remains•·a ·live issue 
.. whether the D.C. government has 

the legal authority to acquire any 
. , Qf the 'subject properties through 
. · eminent domain," Goldberg wrote . 
, ' mV in' e:map to ''I)le. Washington. ' 

#' Post. .. .il'l,:'-v ~.)" ,j;, 4 .,.t.·· · ~ .. ~ . . 

t ne cio/ .intends to move quick­
- \-;.: 

, . See STADIUM; Pa.ge 5 .. ' 



Site by Stadium in Limbo · 

The site in Southeast is only 
about three acres and has a chiller 
plant, a bus repair garage and park­
ing lots. But because it's barely a 
half-block from the baseball stadi­
um planned for South Capitol 
Street SE; some developers 
groaned last week when the Wash­
ington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority pulled its request for of­
fers on the site. 

The WMATA said the District 
asked it to postpone action on the 
site, which is next to the Navy Yard 
Metro station. Proposals were due 
May 13, but the WMATA withdrew 
the solicitation two days before. 
D.C. officials are working on a mas­
ter plan for about 50 acres around 
the stadium and expects to finish it 

- in June. 
"WMATA wanting to coordinate 

their efforts with the District makes 
perfect sense," said F. Russell 
Hines, executive vice president of 
Monument Realty, which had 
planned to submit an offer to turn 
the WMATA property into an of­
fice, housing and retail complex. 

Monument recently completed a 
$10 million deal that includes land 
just across from the stadium site at 
N and Half streets SE. Monument 
said it was negotiating at least six 
other deals on the same block. 

Dana Hedgpeth's e-mail address 
is hedgpethd@washpost.com. 


