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IX. ZONI'NG 

The practice with regard to issuing zoning opinions varies 
greatly depending upon the type of real estate transactiqn 
involved. Generally, loan commitments contain a requirement that 
the borrower provide satisfactory evidence of compliance with all 
zoninq and land use laws, rules and regulations. Oependinq upon 
the nature of the transaction, this requirement may be fulfilled 
in a variety of ways short of renderinq a leqal opinion. :rn 
routine cases, some combination of an architect's or engineer's 
certificate, a letter from the Office of the Zoninq Administrator, 
building permit, occupancy certificate, and borrower's representa­
tions and warranties will suffice. 

In those cases in which an opin~on of an attorney is required, 
the scope of that opinion will depend on the type of property 
involved, the size of the transactionl the lender's requirements 
a~d the relationship of the parties.~7 

In most instances in which an opinion is required, 
similar to the following is customar~ly accepted: 

Based solely upon our review of a certified 
copy of the zoning map of the District of 
Columbia and a letter from the Office of the 
Zoning Secretariat,~1 the property is located 
in zone (specify zone, such as C-2], in which 
zone (specify applicable use category, such as 
qeneral office, hotel) are oermitted as a 
matter gf right~ Appl~cable laws require that 
the structures be constructed in accordance 
with the requisite development standards, that-
a certificate of occupancy be obtained for the 
particular use to be conducted therein, and 
that the requisite business, operational and 
related licenses and permits be obta~ned (such 
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101/ Zoning and land use issues, perhaps more than any other real 
estate issues, require famil~ar~ty w~th local administrative 
policies and practices, as well as laws, rules and regula­
tions. An attorney who does not customarily render zoning 
opinions may competently render such an opin~on if enough time 
can be devoted to appropriate inquiry to become familiar with 
all applicable issues. However, where issues are complicated 
and unfamiliar and where the attorney does not have sufficient 
time or resources to become famil~ar with them, they should 
be referred to special land use counsel. See "Preliminary 
Considerations," supra, Section III. 

102/ For a discussion of reliance on certificates of governmental 
officials, see "Assumptions and Qualifications", supra, 
Section IV. 
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TO: 

FROM. 

RE: 

~ R. Kres~-Director, Office ofZonin'fYiSHINGTON GROUp 
b~JXis f ~y, Jr. 0 Geoffrey H. Griffis 

0 John A. Mann II 
0 Gregory Jeffries 

0 ~uthanne G. Miller 
s' Carol J. Mitten 
0 John G. Parsons 

0 Anthony J. Hood 
0 Kevin L. Hildebrand 

BZA Case No. & Name No. 0 6 -D 7 M o 0 4azt,~~.,av£i 
I 

Na~e of Applicant/Appellant :SOsep h [Jn~ h,i.a:J ton 
~9U~ s& La r t2vtd26 

I will be absent at the decision meeting on ____ __./1/..'-"-'~ ..... ~<...o<'----------- and I wish 

... 

JJ 
m 
0 .. 
D 

my vote as provided by 11 DCMR § 3105.14 and § 3105.15. I have attended all of the hearings and/or read all 

of the record and transcripts in this matter and wish to cast my vote as follows: 

lflo h-tur'h!J rer_tt;Wd ft;r /J;t"S ,.fttjt.-~~ antit~ L-2-
I hereby vote to: f'ro /IY2 !<.A-.8 W~ctP'/1--Io ~~·~'i>·~ eoc!G f..1~1Jt. Jiu b ~. 

~PROVE ~PROVE WITH SUCH CONDITIONS AS THE BOARD MAY IMPOSE r 

0 DENY 0 DISMISS the above-identified BZA Application 

. P -tq /J e. sf for re..s fO 'rJ 5e.- ;'v, tit ccot~ at1Ce_. ~ o vzo-f, 'e.G . 
1 

" 

I hereby vote to. ·~ V}. G'VJI)¥ttjec/ _pf'tJf,yJ ; -i 1 6 ro c- z. WI /-1/ 70'1 1~ 
I ~ ~ Cer~f-; '1/Jt:.-hk y 

fiJ"GRANT 0 DENY 0 DISMISS the above-identified BZA Appeal/Motion 

Signature of Board Member ~~~:z....a:.~~~~"C.!J.--'.::::::.d.+,...Ja.~::::i 

APPROVED FOR 
PAYMENT 

, .)~# YVA OOb-:S""..s Ea r# 00) _ 
I can be reached at this number if you need clarification the day of the vote: Z~ 2. j 0 2 Z...s /3 

it wouid be great~v appreciated if you would fax this form to the Office of Zoning at (202) 72 7-6072 the day before the vote. 

' · • ~ • 441 4th St rcct, :\. W. Sic. 210-S, \\ ashington, D.C. 20{10 I : ... ": 
• . 

1 
. " • (202) 727-(,J II '' Fax No. (202) 727-6072 * Podium Phone ~o. (202) 727-0601 . ~.'.;J.l 



Revtsed C. Hall 6/11/03 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
BUJLDDNG AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

INSPECTION SCHEDULING AND COMPLAINT UNIT 
941 NORTH CAPITOL ST., N.E., SUITE 2000 

W ASBINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 4424615 

INSPECTION SCHEDULING & COMPLAINT FORM 

Date Received: 

- ;· 

ENT' n MAR 1 ~ 200S ' 
------ Complaint Number: 

Souree of Complaint TYPE OF COMPLAINT 
[~Telephone [ ] Mall jX1 Walk-m [ J Internal 
[ ] Public Index lnquuy Control Correspondence No __ _ 

[ ] Construction [ ] Plumbmg 
[ ] Mechanical [ } Elevator 

1)4 Referred to another Administratton (Identify) _ A N c, [ 1 Pnvate Home [ J Bus1ness 

ht 1 [ J Vacant BUilding M Zo®lg 

No, o)-67 

[ ] Electncal 
[ ] Structural 
[ ] Vacant Lot 

PRoPERTY ADDREss: 37@ ~11akn Avt. 5G t>G 
Number Street Suite/ Api No Ctty 

260'2..0 
State Zip Code 

CO~~ANTINFORMATION: ~~-mp-S),~lm~~~~~eFsh=F~~~~~a~eh~~~~j+<~D~~~-------------------------------
'3JdtJ fpa~P1 4vl 5G ~ 

Number Street - Swtel Apt -No City 

Zoot[> 
State pCode 

Telephone No : Home Zo z 'a ( -e3ite Work 2oz. r¥ I z '3/fe - Mobtle: ---

Cell:--------­
ANONYMOUSCOMWLUNANT[] 

Fax 

1 Disapproved ___________________________ .,--______ _ 

H y_e_u have a written complamt, you may attacll rt. :If additional space is required, please attach a separate sheet. 

Commis~io~r X:D. # WA-£X)555 
ComplaintProcessedBy:L6,~~~ .4ft • ..... &t f:1- 3(Jb tV1 
DateComplaintForwar~ toDivism·o ~as-·,...., ~-=~ -; --; ~ 
Scheduled Inspection Date: ~lith NJA~f!!}ll-et.f«f !1f1B= IV/.If 
Assigned Inspector's Name:--..£.!-~'+------



W ASIDNGTON GROUP GLOBAL COMMUNITY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY 

District of Columbia 
Zoning Commission 
441 Judiciary Square NW 
Carol Mitten, Chairperson 

ZONING COMMISSION 
rl \E.lLE 0 JAN 0 6 2005 

-.---
oil\. -------

3700 Southern Ave S.E. 
Washington, DC 20020 

Notice to Correct Admmistrat1ve Error 

Property located in the District of Columbia with land occupied for commercial use under 

subtitle and section code in regard to land occupancy for the use of public or commercial 

service products in accordance with land codes thereof and the structure thereof used to 

house or extend services directly to the public in accordance with zonmg codes upon 

verification of commercial used of land and the structure thereof pursuant to federal code 

under the Uniform Commercial Property Act. 

~!k.i.:.L 71 
Joseph W;-~~ . / ...f_ 
3700 Southern Ave S.E 
Washington, DC 20020 



UNIFORM COMMERICAL PROPERTY ACT OF 2002 

Property under this uniformed act in accordance with land code for noncommercial 

zonings to conduct business with use of an entire lot or lots thereof to provide services 

that would not risk environmental safety ISSues upon this zoning in non commercial area 

to be commercially zoned upon non use of chemical or toxic waste prohibited by law in 

conjunctlon with reSidential clauses in accordance to land code for noncommercial zone 

uses of public services and land deeded thereof to owner or owners with rights reserved 

thereof Pmsuant to this paragraph ratified by the 15th amendment under the Free 

Enterprise Act. This act does not discriminate on land in noncommercial area to be 

zoned upon extended documents :from owner showing how the land would be used for 

this type of zoning pursuant to environmental safety clauses for commercial use of land 

thereot: The property located at 3700 Southern Ave S.E. shall be deemed this privilege 

under memorandum of law pursuant to the Uniform Commercial Property Act 2002 

limited to area for commercial use concerning lot or lots used for this specified zoning 

according to this uniformed act with publications therein. 



~obtrnmtnt of tbt llistri.ct of QI:olumbia 

Joseph Washington II 

OFFICE OF ZONING 

*** 

January 27, 2005 

Washington Group Global Community 
Environmental Safety Zoning Commission 
3700 Southern Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20020 

441 4TH STREET, N W 
SUITE210 

WASHINGTON DC 20001 
(202) 727 6311 

Re· 3700 Southern Avenue, S E. (Square 5684, Lot 25) Zonmg lnquily 

Dear Chairperson Washington: 

To date, the Office of Zoning (OZ) has received numerous telephone calls 
and faxed correspondence (begmning on January 4, 2005) from you mamtaming 
that the above-cited property is not properly zoned based on its use lnstocy 
(including the existence of your law office, zoning commission and mortgage 
busmess) and real estate tax status. OZ' s records indicate that the subject property 
is correctly designated on the City's Zonmg Map as R-1-B. The R-1-B Dtstrict is 
a residential zoning category. You contend that there is an admmistrattve process 
for rezonmg your property and request that the property be zoned commercially to 
reflect 1ts commercial use without a hearing. The OZ has explamed to you in detail 
the steps mvolved in filing a zomng map amendment application with the Zoning 
Commission, further explaining that we do not know of any other way that private 
or, for that matter, public property can obtain a change of zoning without a pubhc 
heanng. OZ also explained the filing process for seekmg a vanance or spec1al 
exception with the Board of Zoning Adjustment, as well as the process for 
applymg for a home occupation permit from the Departtnent of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs. 

Please call Rlchard S Nero, Jr., Chief: Support Services and Quality 
Control on (202) 727-6311, if you have any questtons relevant to the foregoing. 

SINCERELY, 



LETTER TO JOSEPH , -3HINGTON IT 
PAGENO 2 

cc· Toye Bello, Zonmg Admmlstrator 
DCRA 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Zoning Commission 

February 18, 2005 

Mr Joseph Washmgton 
3700 Southern Avenue, S E 
Washmgton, D C 20020 

*** --

Re: Z.C. Case No. 05-07 (Map Amendment- Square 5684, Lots 24 and 25) 

Dear Mr Washmgton 

The Office of Zomng has recetved and reviewed the apphcation for the apphcation Cited above, 
which requests 

Review and approval of a map amendment from R-1-B to C-1 for property iocated at 3700 
Southern Avenue, S E and known as Square 5684, Lots 24 and 25 

The Office of Zomng has deterrnmed that your applicatiOn IS complete, that tt meets the baste filmg 
reqmrements, and has, therefore, been accepted for processmg 

The Office of Planmng (OP) Will further process this apphcatton pnor to It bemg presented to the 
Zonmg Commission The tmtial consideratiOn given to the apphcat10n concerns whether the 
Conumsswn should set the case down for a pubhc heanng The OP will make a recommendation on 
that Issue to the Zonmg CommiSSion at one of tts monthly meetmgs The Zomng Commission 
generally meets on the second Monday of each month (with some exceptions) m the Office of Zomng 
Hearmg Room, Sutte 220,441 4'h Street, N W, Washmgton, DC 20001 

Please contact th1s office no later than the Thursday before the second Monday of each month to 
determme the meetmg at which the Comrnisswn wtJl consider your fihng If you have any questions, 
please call the Office of Zomng on (202) 727-6311 

Smcerely, 

Duector 
Office of Zonmg 

441 4th St, N W, Sutte 210-S, Washmgton, DC 20001 
Telephone (202) 727-6311 E-Matl Address zomng mfo@.deoz de gov Web Stte www dcoz de gov 



ZONING COMMISSION NOTICE OF FILING 
Case No. 05-07 

(Map Amendment- Square 5684, Lots 24 and 25) 
February 23, 2005 

TIDS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ANC 7B 

On February 11, 2005, the Office of Zonmg recetved an apphcatton from Joseph 
Washington (the "apphcant") for approval of a map amendment for the above-referenced 
property 

The property that ts the subJect of tlns apphcatton conststs of Square 5684, Lots 24 and 
25 in southeast Washmgton, DC (Ward 7). The property IS currently zoned R-1-B 
The applicant seeks a map amendment from R-1-B to C-1 

For addtttonal mformatlon, please contact, the Secretary to the Zorung Commtss1on at 
(202) 727-6311 
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~ c.. Form Ill ~5-93) 

ZONING COMMcrSSION OF THE DXSTRICT OF COLUMBXA 

APPLICATION TO »!END TBE ZONI:NG MAP 

Before filling out this form, please see the ins~ructions on the reverse 
side. Print or type all information unless otherwise indicated. 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 102 of the Zoning 
Regulations, request ~s hereby made for an amendment to the Zoning Map as 
follows: 

Sauare No. Lot Nos. 
Z£/Zy 

Existing Zoning 
M--1- f'j 

Requested Zoning 
:0 ey ~C.-1. 

i3' w 
V'r f> 
~ e;::o 
c:o =!if"rt 

-(") 
~ gf'rl 
( o< ii ..,,., 

N) "'-40 
a:;) 

b 

== 

Address or description of the premises: 

Area of the Site: _....;;;§(_CP;.....;...i_.y ___ ,_. square feet .,or acres: 

Baist Atlas No. ______ , Page ____ __ 

The above ~nformation and attached documents are true to the best of my 
knowledge. 

Date 

Person(s) to be not~fied of all act~ons: 

:!;y:, L.-r 4) ash_ y/rJ VJ "3<;1 7 }!i Z<t <t 2.. 
Name Telephone Number 

3?Qv ~u~ ~~. )G 
Addres~ 



they are complete. . Appl.icants will be notified by mail when their 
appli~ations are accepted. 

A completed application shall coh$ist of the following: 
I 

l• The original of Zoning Commission For.m No~ 1, pzoperly completed 
and sighed by the owners of all property involved in the 
application. (Where more than one ownership is involved, use a 
separate copy of For.m 11 for each ownership). In addition to 
~he original for.m, submit twenty {20} copies. 

2. 

3 .. 

s. 

6. 

l'wenty (20) copies of a statement clearly setting forth the 
J;"easons for the requested map amendment. Additional 
information, exhibits, or photographs may be attached, if 
~esired, provided they are no larger than this for.m. 

Copies of a key map (photocopy of the Zoning Map on e l/2n X 11" 
paper) , showing the subject property outlined in red and the 
zoning of the surrounding area. Appropriate maps are available 
ln the Office of Zoning. 

A certified plat of survey of the subject property prepared by 
~he D.C. Office of the Surveyor. 

Wwenty copies of a plat plan drawn at a scale of 80 feet to the 
!ncb. It shall be drawn to sllow all current lot lines for the 
square within which the subject property lies and drawn to show 
all boundary lines of each square for a one-square radius around 
the subject square. All street names and square and lot numbers 
shall be indicated. The source of reference shall be indicated 
and a bar scale must be drawn. 

Non-refundable filing fee of $250.00 (make check or money order 
payable to the D.C. Treasurer; no cash). 

Al.l B[pplications that are accepted for filing will be processed in 
aecordance with Chapter 30 of the District of Colmnbia Municipal 
R$gulations (DCMR), Title 11, zoning (Rules of Practice ~qd Procedure 
before the zoning Commission for the District of Columbia). 
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JOSEPH WASHINGTON 
3700 SOUTHERN AVE.. SE 

WASHINGTON, DC '2002D-1236 
I 

189 
65-7198/2660 
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11/ashinr.:J,_on Group Developt .. Jnt & Mortgage 

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
HOUSING INSPECTIONS 
PERMIT EXPEDITER £ r fJ # 75- 311 V 2 9 7 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 
EQUITY INVESTMENT PROGRAMS 
LOAN PREPERA TION 

--, or,;; .. , ,. / 

s~ T1i5·8 
/ 

Name 

Address 

iPubbc ~ si-208 Reg charge of $50 00 for chshonored checks 
~Surveyor Ofc. Fee - Rev. ObJ. Code 3220 - 1016 
c=J Survey Copy Fee - Rev. ObJ. Code - 3234 - 6003 
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D.C. GOVERNMENT 
OTR/DCRA CASHIER OFFICE 

941 N. CAPITOL ST. NE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

202-7'27 -1 000 

Store i 0001 
Reg. :1: 0 
Cash In Clkt 11 

Rece1pt t 146964 
02/11/05 at 16:11 
Sale Clkt ~1 

-------------------------------------
, EB23001211 OTHER BUS. LIC. PERMITS 

0 1 @ $ 50.00 $ 50.00 
EB2'3001211 OTHER BUS. LIC. PERMITS 
0 1 12 $ 5o.oo $ '5o:oo 
EB21001211 OTHER BUS. LIC. PERMITS 
0 1 12 $ 50.00 $ 50.00 

' EB23001 :!11 OTHER BUS. LIC. PERMITS 
0 1 @ $ 50.00 $ 50.00 
EB23001211 OTHEF: BUS. LIC. PERMITS 

1 

~~0 11.!$ 50.00 $ 50.00 

~ Sub-To::: :~~~~~;~ ~~ 
,I Total Sale $ 250.00 ,,, 
~ -------------------------------------
J) ,, 
J 
lj 
~ 

~ 
~ 

Check Amount $ 

Change Due $ 

250.00 
=========== 

0 00 

L:~~~~~, 

i 
' 

~) 

s D.C. GOVERNMENT 
OTR/DCRA CASHIER OFFICE 

941 N. CAPITOL ST. NE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

202-727-1000 

Rece1pt t 147073 
02/14105 at 11:34 
Sale Clki 11 

EB23001211 OTHER BUS. LIC. PERMITS 
0 1 @ $ 50.00 $ 50.00 

=========== 
Sub-Total $ 

Tax $ 
50,00 I 

o.oo ' 
========== 

· Total Sale i 50.00 
j -------------------------------------
~ ,, 

Check Amount $ 50.00 
=========== 


