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SUBJECT: Z.C. CASE NO. ()5..()6- Request filed by Shaw Pittman, LLP for a special 
exception for fi.uther processing for Georgetown Umversity Hospital, proposed by 
Georgetown University at 3800 Reservoir Road, N W 

APPLICATION 
Tins applicant propOSes to construct a 1,200 square root addition onto the southeast corner of the 
Bles Butldmg It will be 35 feet, 2 5 inches m height and will house a cyberknife vault and 
associated cyberknife equi:Pinent to be used m radlatlOJl treatment that attacks lestons without 
cuttmg into sian An additional2,400 square feet of the existing building wtll be renovated for 
use in association with the cyberknife addition 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
The Office ofPiannmg has no issues with the application as submitted by the applicant 
However, the final Campus Plan Order and list of ~nditions has not yet been pubhshed 
Therefore, the Office of Planning cannot make a final recommendation on the application and 
reserves the right to issue a supplemental report following the publication of the conditions 

BACKGROUND 
Board of Zoning Adjustment Order No 16566 approved the 2000-2010 Georgetown University 
Campus Plan on March 29, 2001 Subsequent to that approval the D C Com1 of Plppeals vacated 
the Order and remanded it for further proceedings The Board again approved the application at 
their meeting of AprilS, 2005, subject to a list of conditions However, the Order on Remand 
listing those conditions ts not yet available 

One further processing to the 2000-2010 Campus Plan was approved by Zoning Conumss10n 
Order 02-32 onApril14, 2003 to permit thePerformingMs Center, prior to BU Order No 
16566 being vacated by the Comt of Appeals. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The applicant requests special exceptton approval for further processing under the approved 
campus plan for a 1,200 square foot building addition to the Georgetown University Hospital Bles 
Building. The proposed two-story building addition is to be approximately 35 feet in height, and 
bas a 28-foot by 38-foot footprint. It is to be located on the south side oftbe building, and extend 
out toward the sidewalk and entrance drive on the east side of the building. This will be the 
second cyberknife facility for Georgetown University Hospital. 

PROPOSED SITE PLAN 

~I 

NEW ~ 
CYBERKNIE'E 
ADDITION 



Z.C. Case No. 05-06 
Georgetown University Hospital, Accuray Cyberknife Vauh Addition 
Apnl14, 2005 
Page 3 of7 

The first cyberknife facility is located on the lower level of the Bles Building. However, due the 
weight ofthe equipment the existing building is unable to support two oftbese within the existing 
structure. Therefore, a building addition is necessary to accommodate the equipment. Thick 
walls are to be constructed around this equipment because of the radiation associated with the use . 

. · 
, . ,_. 

EXISTING AND PROPOSED CYBERKNIFE VAULTS 

WNING REGULATIONS 
Section 210 ofthe Zoning Regulations, Colleges and Universities, sets forth the criteria required 
for approval of university uses within residential zone districts. 
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210 1 Use as a college or university that lS an academic institution of higher learning, includzn.g 
a college or umversity hospztal, dormitory, fraternity, or sorority house proposed to be 
located on the campus of a college or university, shall be permitted as a special exception 
m an R-1 Dlstnct if approved by the Zonmg ComnnsSJon under§ 3104, subject to the 
provisiollS of thiS section. 

The subject application requests special exception approval by the Zoning Commission to 
permit a building addition to a umversity hospital for hospital uses on the campus of 
Georgetown University within a residential zone district 

210 2 Use as a college or university shall be located so that it is not likely to become 
objectionable to neighboring property because of noiSe, traffrc, number of students, or 
other objectionable conditiollS. 

The proposed 1,200 square foot buildmg addition ts to house mechamcal equipment for 
radiation surgery It will not result in an increase in the number of students, faculty or 
s~ noise, traffic or other objectionable conditions Therefore, the proposed building 
addition is not likely to become objectionable to neighboring property 

210 3 In R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5-A, and R-5-B Districts, the maximum bulk requirements 
normally applicable in the districts may be increased for specific buildings or structures; 
provided, that the total bulk of all buildings and structures on the campus shall not exceed 
the gross floor area prescribed for the R-5-B District. In all other Residence Districts, 
simdar bulk increases may also be permitted; provided, that the total bulk of all buildings 
and structures on the campus shall not exceed the gross floor area prescribed for the R-5-
D District. Because of permissive increases as applicable to normal bulk requirements in 
the low-density districts regulated by this title, it is the intent of this subsection to prevent 
unreasonable campus expansion into improved low-density distncts 

The subject application proposes only a minor increase in FAR. A 1,200 square foot 
building addition will have a negligible effect on the existing FAR oft 13, which is less 
than the maximum FAR permitted of 1.80 

210 4 As a prerequisite to requesting a special exception for each college or university use, the 
applicant shall have submztted to the CommiSsion for its approval a plan for developing 
the campus as a whole, showing the location, height, and bulk, where appropriate, of all 
present and proposed improvements, mcludmg but not limited to the followzng: 

(a) Buildings and parking and loading facilities; 

(b) Screening, szgns, streets, and public utzlity facilities, 

(c) Athletic and other recreational facilities; and 
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(d) A descnptzon of all actzvztzes conducted or to be conducted on the campus, and of the 
capaczty of all present and proposed campus development 

The 2000-2010 Campus Plan, approved by the Board of Zomng Adjustment of Apnl 5, 
2005, mcludes a plan for all present and proposed improvements. The Bles Building, 
mcludmg the area surrounding It, is,recommended for use as ''medical/health care", 
consistent With tlus application However, tlus buildmg addition IS not specifically shown 
on the Campus Plan. At 1,200 square feet, the proposed bwldmg addition ts relatively 
minor in size and Will have only a neghgtble effect on the e~tsbng overall campus FAR of 
1.13. Therefore, although this specific buildmg addition ts not included w1tlun the Plan, it 
ts conSistent wtth the Plan because it is relatively small size a11d because it is an expansion 
of the medtcal/health care use proposed for the Bles Bwld!ng. 

210 5 Wzthzn a reasonable distance of the college or university campus, and subject to 
complzance wzth § 210 2, the Commzsszon may also permzt the znterzm use of land or 
zmproved property wzth any use that the Commzsszon may determzne zs a proper college 
or unzverszty functzon. 

The subject application does not propose intenm use ofland located off-campus. 

210 6 When a maJor new buzldzng that has been proposed in a campus plan zs znstead moved off-
, campus, the previously deszgnated szte shall not be deszgnated for, or devoted to, a 

different maJor new buildzng unless the Commission has approved an amendment to the 
campus plan applzcable to the szte, provzded, that for this purpose a major new buildzng is 
defined as one specifically zdentzfied in the campus plan. 

No maJor new bwld!ngs are proposed to be moved off-campus as a result ofthts 
application 

210 7 In revzewzng and deczdzng a campus plan applzcatzon or new buzldzng constructzon 
pursuant to- a campus plan, the Commzsszon shall conszder, to the extent they are relevant, 
the policies of the Distnct Elements of the Comprehenszve Plan 

The subject apphcatton ts for an addttlon to the existmg Bles Bmldmg, pursuant to the 
approved Campus Plan The request IS conSistent wtth the pohc1es of the Dtstnct 
Elements of the Comprehensive Plan, mcludmg the followmg 

"The objectzve for maJor znstztutzonal complexes zs to undertake coordznated 
plannmg for the contznued, reasonable development of the maJor znstztutzonal 
complexes zn Ward 2" (§ 1341.1) 

'The avazlabzlzty of health and soczal services zs cntzcal to the Distnct communzty. 
A wzde range ofservzces that are zndzspensable must be delivered .. "{§ 1000.1) 
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The proposed 1,200 square foot bwldmg addition, for use as a cyberkmfe factlity, ts a 
reasonable development of a major institutional medical/health care complex that can 
deliver a wtde range of health servtces. 

210 8 As an integral part of the application requestzng approval of new building 
construction pursuant to a campus plan, the college or university shall certify and 
document that the proposed·buzlding-or amendment zs within the floor area ratio 
(FAR) lzmit for the campus as a whole, based upon the computation zncluded in the 
most recently approved campus plan and the F ARs of any other buildings constructed 
or demolzshed since the campus plan was approved 

The subject application contains documentation of the extstlng and proposed FAR.s for the 
campus as a whole The extstlng and proposed FAR ts 1.13, less than the maxtmum 1 80 
pemntted. 

210.9 Before takmgfinal actzon on an applicatzonfor use as a college or umverszty, the 
Commission shall submit the application to the D C. Office ofPianning and the D. C. 
Department of Transportation for review and wriften reports 

The subject apphcation was referred to the Office o£Planmng and the Department of 
Transportation for reVIew and wntten reports The Departtnent of Transportation 
mfomed the Office ofPlanrung by telephone that they had no comments on the 
application 

Based on the analysts above, the Office ofPlanrung concludes that the subject application ts m 
conformance With the proVIsions of the§ 210. 

COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
ANC 2E, at its regularly scheduled meetmg of October 5, 2005, voted 6-0 to support "the 
addztlOn of a second Cyberknife at Georgetown Unzver.szty Hospztal and encourages the State 
Health Plannzng and Development Agency to grant the necessary approvals promptly '' 

AGENCY COMMENTS 
The District Department of Transportation mfomed the Office of Planning that It has no 
comments on the application 

Comments were also solicited from FEMS, DOH and MPD, but none were recetved. 

The Comnrlssion on Fine Arts had no objection to the concept design for the proposed addttion 
on November 18, 2004. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The Office of Planning has no'tssues With the application as submitted by the applicant. 
However, the final Campus Plan Order and hst of conditions has not yet been published. 
Therefore, the Office of Planning cannot make a fmal recommendation on the application and 
reserves the right to tssue a supplemental report followmg the publication of the conditions. 
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* * * Government of the 
Dlstrtct of Columbia 
Anthony A. Williams, Mayor 

Office of Planning - April11, 2005 

This map was created for planning 
purposes from a variety of sources. 
It is neither a survey nor a legal document. 
Information provided by other agencies 
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ZONING COMMISSION CASE NO. 05-06 

Georgetown University Hospital 

Cyberknife Building Addition 

should be verified with them where aoorooriate. 


