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Carol J. Mitten, Chairperson 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
Offioe of Zonmg 
441 4m Street, NW, Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 2000 l 

July 27, 2005 

Jeremy N. Rubenstein 
jr@mpcompanies.com 
Direct: (301) 907~7101 
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Re: Z.C. Case No. 05..()2, Residential Recreanon Space (RRS) Text Amendment 

Dear Chairman Mitten and Members of the Commission· 

Metro Properties, Inc. is a residential Mal estate developer which bas developed hundreds of 
condominiums in the Dimict of Columbia. We ate writing to express our S1lOl1g support for the 
vaews expressed by the District of Columbia Building Industry Association (DCBIA) concerning 
revtsions to the Residential Recreation Space (RRS). As noted iD the DCBIA letter, the Office of 
Planning (OP) prepared a compNhensive report with respect to RR.S matters, highlighting the 
extenstve difticulties caused by RSS requirements, the excessive number ofvarianoes required, 
and the competing public policies that argue against RSS requirements. 

Jn our experience, RSS requirements frequently lead to oddly configured buildings, loss of 
parking requtremenm and other amenities, fewer housing units being built at a time of substanlial 
demand, and substantial delays. The policy considerations and arguments are fully outlined in tbe 
DCBJA letter, which we will not repeat here. For those reasons, we respectfully submit that 
radler than implement the lunited recommendations outlined in the OP re~ R.SS requirements 
should be eliminated entirely. Alternatively, we bebeve that a maximum requirement of S% in aU 
areas would effectively eliminate the need for excessive and unnecessary variances. 

Thank you for your consideration . ...... ,, ..... 
~-.. &. 

cc: Ellen McCarthy 

Metro Propertiest bic. 
www.mpeompanies.com 

45$0 Montgomery Avenue 
Suite 305 North 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

Tel: (301) 907·7100 
Fax: (301) 907·7105 
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METR.O PR.OPEB.TIES, INC. 
4550 MONTGOMERY AVENUE 

SUITE 305 NORTH 
BETHESDA, MD 20814 

TEL: (301) 907·7100 
FAX: (301) 907·7105 

PAC SIMILE TB.A.NSMITT AL SHB.BT 
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Carol]. Mitten, Chairperson Jemny N. R.ubenstelll 

MXNLMBRU 

(202) 727~072 

lltl• 
Z.C. Cue No. 05-0% R.esuiential Reaeauon 
Space (RRS) Text .Amendment: 

DATEr 
JULY 2l, 2005 
TOTAL NO. OP PACBS ~CLI.iDING COVB&I 

2 

Ill 001/002 

D URGBNT 0 FOR. R.SVJH\V CJ PJ,EASB COl\rfMENT CJ Pl.J~ASB REPLY CJ PI.RASE RECYCLB 

See atra.ched letter. 
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