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Good evemng My name 1s Elmor Hart -1 am testifying aga1nst the proposed 
amendment I've been an affordable housmg advocate for the past ten years and 
was very act1ve 1n the Campaign for lnclusmary Zomng 

I recogmze the need to resolve the conflict between federal and mclus1onary 
zomng or IZ requirements But 1t certainly can be resolved Without abandomng 
the permanent, or as close to permanent as possible, affordab1llty IZ 
requ1rement The affordab11ity covenants on the deeds of the mclus1onary umts 1n 
rental developments that use both the IZ and federal subs1dy can set the 
effective dates to co1nc1de w1th the exp1rat1on of the federal requ1rements 

I observed the Zomng Comm1ss1on meet1ng where DC's mclus1onary zomng 
policy was determined The IZ bonus dens1ty 1s a permanent subs1dy, and I 
remember that a maJonty of the Comm1ss1on felt strongly that the affordable 
housmg benefit should, therefore, be as close to permanent as possible, 1 e for 
the life of the project Matchmg the length of the benefit to the length of the 
subs1dy 1s good stewardship It 1s also good public policy-particularly for 
affordable hous1ng In DC, we have a huge gap between the amount of 
affordable hous1ng needed and the amount we are able to prov1de, and the gap 
keeps growmg Abandomng the affordab1hty IZ requ1rements w1ll make the gap 
even worse 

S1nce DHCD's m1ss1on Includes the preservation of opportumt1es for affordable 
hous1ng, I hope that With encouragement from the Zomng Comm1ss1on and 
others, the agency w1ll see mclus1onary zomng as an Important tool to help 
accomplish 1ts m1ss1on I also hope OHCD w1ll adopt a creat1ve and aff1rmat1ve 
approach to resolvmg conflicts between IZ and other hous1ng programs 
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