
October 21, 2010 

Anthony Hood, Cha1r 
D C. Zonmg Commiss10n 
441 Fourth Street, SW Suite 220-South 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

~ncb 
caprtal ImpaCt 

Re. Case No 04-33D -lnclus1onary Zoning Exemption for Federal and District Funded 
Affordable Housing Development 

Dear Cha1rman Hood and Members of the Commission· 

NCB Cap1tallmpact 1s a national nonprofit organization with a m1ssion of helpmg people 
and commumt1es reach the1r highest potential at every stage of life We were originally 
based in the District and have worked on affordable housmg tssues 1n the D1stnct 
throughout our 30 year h1story, partrcularly limited equ1ty housmg cooperatives. 

Currently we are funded by the Ford Foundation to ass1st commumt1es throughout the 
Umted States to enhance the1r homeownersh1p programs so that they preserve long­
term affordab1llty and commumty stability We seek to help more hard-working people 
buy homes today, maintain those homes and keep them affordable 1n the future. 

We are strong supporters of the Distnct of Columbia lnclus1onary Zomng Program. We 
commend the Commission for th1s program that recogmzes the mherent value of 
preservmg long-term affordab1llty. We are sympathetic to the concerns raised by the 
Department of Housmg and Commumty Development (DHCD) about the conflicts that 
have ansen between pre-ex1stmg rules and the inclus1onary zonmg rules. AdJUStments 
to Sect1on 2640 are 1n order so that current affordable proJects may proceed without 
creatmg any mference of noncompliance because of mclus1onary zomng rules 

However, we also firmly believe that DHCD's concerns can be adequately addressed by 
applying the mclus1onary zoning rules after the exprrat1on of other affordability 
reqUirements The strength of the DC mclus1onary zonmg program 1s its long-term 
affordabrlity L1m1t1ng resale restnctions for only 15 and 30 years would ev1scerate th1s 
key purpose of the mclusronary zoning program. We encourage the Comm1ss1on to 
preserve the essential purpose of the program so that the D1stnct can begm to develop 
a stock of permanently affordable homeownersh1p that w1ll keep 1ts commumt1es 
mclusive and vibrant. Adequately maintamed and monitored, this permanent stock of 
affordable homeownersh1p w1ll provide wealth buildmg opportumt1es to many future 

generat1ons of hard workmg Washingtomans. ZONING COMMtSSlON 
Dsstrid of COlumbia 
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Thank you for cons1denng our comments. 

Respe~llyL 

Gray • - 0 
1ce Pres1dent 
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