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Good evemng 

My name 1s Farah Fosse, I am DC res1dent llvmg at 1058 Quebec PI NW- 1n Ward 4 I also 
work as the Director of the Affordable Housmg Preservation Program at the Latmo Economic 
Development Corporation The Latmo Econom1c Development Corporation (LEDC) 1s a pnvate, 
non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation founded 1n 1991 Our m1ss1on 1s to 1mprove the wealth-bwldmg 
capac1ty of low- and moderate-mcome Latmos and other underserved commumt1es m the 
Washmgton area We do th1s by pursumg four objectives 

1) lncreasmg the number and strength of small busmesses, 
2) Increasing homeownersh1p, 
3) Preservmg affordable housmg and prevent1ng tenant displacement, and 
4) Strategically targeting all of LEDC's serv1ces to revitalize the econom1es and appearance of 

the neighborhoods where our target population lives and works 

As a resident of DC I strongly support an lnclus1onary Zomng program that IS applied equitably 
across all of DC's neighborhoods - I believe that the map wh1ch 1s proposed by the Off1ce of 
Planmng meets th1s objective 

In my neighborhood, Petworth, we have a huge amount of new developments bemg bUilt nght 
now - particularly along the metro corndor and there are many more developments currently 1n 
the plann.ng stages I hope that these bu1ldmgs Will Include umts affordable to the majonty of 
renters currently llv1ng 1n the neighborhood - people like myself makmg below 80% of the Area 
Med1an Income I welcome the new hous1ng opportumt1es wh1ch lnclus1onary Zomng m1ght bnng 
to my neighborhood 

On behalf of the Latmo Econom1c Development Corporation I also strongly support lnclus1onary 
Zon1ng and urge that 1t be applied across the entire c1ty so that 1t Will create the most umts 
poss1ble 

Directly precedmg th1s heanng ont: of LEDC's clients 1n our home purchase program vo1ced her 
support of IZ 1n a press conference Her name 1s Luc1a Lara, a 12 year res1dent of Columbia 
He1ghts -who has been 1n the market to purchase a home for 4 years She would have liked to 
stay to offer test1mony 1n support of a broadly applied IZ program but she had to leave to attend 
an 1nformat1on sess1on at the Urban League so that she would be eligible to enter a raffle for 
one of e1ght homes wh1ch are bemg sold at below-market rates to low and moderate 1ncome 
residents - a program not unlike MIZ '2PnA•!M • 
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If Lucia had been able to test1fy she would have been able to truly express why th1s map IS so 
Important Each area that 1s covered means more units that will be available to low and 
moderate mcome people Maybe a few more umts does not seem hke a b1g deal - I 1mag1ne 
people Will test1fy to the effect that 1t won't make much of a difference if h1stonc zones or even 
other neighborhoods are exempt from Mandatory lnclus1onary Zonrng - but to the res1dents who 
are 1n search of a home th1s 1s a b1g deal Currently LEDC JS workmg With over 125 low and 
moderate-1ncome fam1lles who are looking to purchase. I believe that they along with every one 
of the fam11les who at th1s moment are packed 1n the Urban League office hop1ng to be one of 
the lucky e1ght to wm the opportunity to purchase an affordable home would tell us that every 
umt counts 

I don't expect lnclusronary Zomng to solve DC's affordable hous1ng cns1s- and I know the 
program w1ll not work for everyone - but I do th1nk that 1t 1s a very Important tool to not only 
prov1de more quality affordable homes but also to forward our common goal of creatmg an 
"Inclusive C1ty" w1th m1xed mcome neighborhoods and bu1ldmgs and more hous1ng opportumties 
all around Aga1n, I strongly urge you to approve the Office of Planmng map and thereby an IZ 
program that applies equ1tably across the ent1re c1ty mas many neighborhoods as possible 


