
To: Zomng CoiDIDlssion 
From: Abra Pollock. Wasbmgton D.C. resident 
Date: Thursday, Oct. ~. 2006 
Re: Testimony m support of Mandatory Inclustonary Zomng, z.c. Case No 04-33A 

Thank you very much for allowmg me the opportumty to share my perspectlve on 

why Mandatory Inclus10nary Zomng (MIZ) IS a cnttcal pohcy that should be mapped 

extensively throughout our crty 

I come to speak wtth you as a D.C. resident who bas Witnessed firsthand the 

turmoil that the lack of affordable housmg in my NW neighborhood bas caused m 

people's hves. In JUSt the past SIX months, I have seen at least 10 residents move out of 

my bulldmg due to the rent becommg less and less affordable. One couple bad hved here 

close to ten years. My own roommate was pushed out of hvmg m the bwldmg and m the 

neighborhood JUst last month because, With the new rentalmcrease, she would have been 

paytng approXImately 75% of her mcome m rent. Housmg costs m my neighborhood 

have leapt outside of what anyone who Is a young professiOnal or even a young couple 

could reasonably afford -even when these people are workmg m VItal JObs to support our 

city, such as my neighbor who works for D.C. transportation. 

I also come to speak With you tomght as someone who knows ftrstband the value 

of diversity As a youth director who trains high school students and teachers m antt­

discnmmation workshops, I've Witnessed the fear, Ignorance, resentment, and prejudice 

that Isolation can produce m even the most well-mtentJ.oned people. This IS true in 

Instances where ractal and ethmc groups bve Isolated from one another, but more often 

than not, socio-economic class plays a role. Without meamngful and constructlve 

mteractJ.ons wtth people from different economic backgrounds, mdivtduals may develop 

false accusatJ.ons and assumptJ.ons about "the other." By mapping this policy extensively 

throughout D.C., you have the ability to take a ftrst step towards mtegratJ.ng our city 

econOmically. You have the power to demonstrate to the restdents of D.C that we value 

all types of divemty, and that we recogmze that our City will be better off, better 

mformed and more closely-knit when people from different backgrounds hve as 

netghbors- mcludmg people from different economiC backgrounds. ZC)HIMG COMMtSSON 
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You IDight not guess that many residents of NW D.C. agree with me, but they do 

Over the past few months, whlle canvassmg for MIZ m the Tenleytown, Van Ness, and 

Cleveland Park neighborhoods (among others), my fellow canvassers and I collected 

over four hundred postcards. Over four hundred mdlviduals from NW are aslong you, 

their Zomng CommiSsion, to help enact this policy in their neighborhoods Allow me to 

read an excerpt from one of the cards 

"Yes in My Baekyard"- our community needs Mandatory lnclusionary Zoning 

Housmg costs m DC have skyrocketed and the supply of affordable housing ts shnnkmg. making 1t 

more c.bfficult for ordmary attzens to contmoe hvmg m thetr netghborboods ~ R1smg costs and 

new developments contmue to displace residents from therr homes. com:entmtmg wealth m some 

parts of the aty and poverty mothers Mandatory InclUSlonary Zomng can help moderate-tncome 

employees. such as teachers, nurses, frrefighters, servtce worlcers, and many other worlcmg fSimhes 

and mdtvtduals, to continue hvmg m the DC netgbborhoods they serve and support I bel1eve there 

1s great value and opportunity m hvmg m an eoonmmcally and culturally diverse commumty 

Therefore, I urge the Zorung ComtmSSlOll to apply Mandatory lnclUSionaty Zomng m my 

netgbbomood and Widely throughout the Dtstnct of Columbta. 

You don't just have my support- you have the support of countless D C residents. I 

urge you to work to ensure that this inclusionary zoning policy covers as many 

neighborhoods as possible and that the DC Office of Planning's map proposal is 

equitably apphed all over the city 
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