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Ladtes and gentlemen of the Zomng Cmmmsston, thank you for the opportumty to appear 
before you today My name ts Eh Staub, and I am a restdent of Ward 2. I have hved m 
Washmgton DC for 1 year I am 23 years old. I am also a board member and acttve 
volunteer of Jews Umted for Justice, a local non-profit organization that seeks to organize 
a VIsible Jewish presence and take actton m local campaigns for social and economic 
JUStice m the Greater W ashmgton DC area It ts from all of these perspectives that I wiSh 
to speak m favor of the proposal before you from the Camprugn for Mandatory 
Inclustonary Zonmg. 

Our Jewtsh tradition places a heavy emphasis on doing acts of tzedakah, ofnghteousness, 
sometimes translated as charity We are taught to thmk of acts of righteousness through 
the metaphor of a ladder wtth etght rungs, each rung representmg a ranked category of 
nghteous actton For the most part, what dtfferenttates one rung from the one below It ts 
not the quantity of chanty gtven-we are not measured on how much we are able to gtve 
relative to other people Rather, what sets each rung of that ladder apart IS qualitative: our 
acts of nghteousness are measured by the dtgnity they afford to those who recetve our 
atd. At the highest rung of this ladder stts the category of nghteousness that IS not chanty 
at all. empowerment. Providmg a person wtth the skills, tools, or opportunity to self­
actualize ts considered the highest form of JUSt action. 

It IS from this teaching that Jews Umted for Justice has pledged Its support and mobthzed 
the Jewish community throughout thts ctty m favor of a robust Mandatory Inclus10nary 
Zonmg pohcy for the Dtstnct of Columbia. Providmg a strugglmg family with the 
opporturuty to secure housmg at an affordable level empowers that family to live in 
greater dignity, With less fear, with more hope. MIZ, done ambitiously, holds the promise 
of provtding shelter for three to ftve thousand DC restdents and fam~hes at affordable 
levels That's three to five thousand households that can breathe easter, that can save for 
the future, that can dream btgger, that can play active roles m therr commurutles, that can 
achieve a level of freedom and empowerment Impossible wtthout the secunty of 
affordable housmg. Let therr hopes and asprrat10ns gmde you as you decide how ngorous 
you desrre a program for mandatory inclus10nary zonmg to be 

Our trad1t10n teaches more than how to act nghteously as mdtviduals-it provtdes clear 
guidelmes for how to create commuruttes that treat each member as tf they were a human 
bemg of mfmtte value. We are msprred by the prophet Isatah, who entreats us to "let the 
oppressed go free; to break off every yoke ... to share [our] bread with the hungry, and to 
take the poor mto [our] homes." And we gtven a stmple command by Rabbt Htllel: al 
tifrosh min hatzzbur-- do not separate yourself from the commuruty. We m Jews Umted 
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for Justice beheve that we have deep responsibihties to those with whom we share space 
and resources, and we cannot Ignore the troublmg economic dynamics that are pushmg 
our teachers and firefighters, pohce and nurses, office and service and construction and 
so many other workers further and further away from the commumties that they serve 
every day. We cannot separate ourselves from those m our DC commumty who build, 
clean, care for, and ensure the safety of our city. Rather, we must take them mto our 
homes-and m th1s moment, that means ensuring that when we budd new apartments and 
condos, we make affordabihty a pnonty m such a way that we brmg these members of 
our community mto our bmldings and treat them w1th the respect and honor that they 
deserve. 

JUFJ has found that the values I speak of have deep resonance for our members, as seen 
by the strong approval they have demonstrated for Mandatory Inclus10nary Zonmg, 
notably m Wards 2, 3, and 4. We also have found tremendous support from the Jewish 
community m DC for Mandatory Inclusionary Zonmg over the last 9 months 16 Rabbis, 
representmg different denommat10ns, neighborhoods and Jewish traditions, signed an 
mterfmth statement of support. Congregational social action committees have ralhed 
behmd this proposal throughJomtly-planned events as well. All ofth1s affrrms our Jewish 
commitment to budding a farrer and more mclus1ve crty. 

Th1s IS why we from Jews United for Justice Implore you today to choose the most robust 
and ambitious mclus10nary zonmg program possible-because each of those units of 
shelter empowers those who will be able to tum therr energtes to more ambitious pursuits 
rather than worry 1f they will be forced out of therr neighborhoods by nsmg housmg 
costs. Land Jews United for Justice across the D1stnct of Columbia, hope for a city that 
hves up to our highest Ideals of mclus10n and opportunity for all. 

Thank you 


