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Good evemng Comm1ss1oners My name 1s Marta Beres1n and I hve 1n the 
Glover Park neighborhood of Ward 3 wrth my husband and two daughters We 
bought our row house in 1998 for $315,000 It is now worth more than tw1ce that 
amount which makes me feel extremely lucky that we purchased 1t when we d1d 
because today we VJOuld not be able to afford it I am here tomght to urge you to 
pass the Mandatory lnclusJonary Zoning Text Amendment that was submitted by 
the Campaign for lnclus1onary Zomng in November 

·we moved to Ward 3 because of 1ts great elementary schools, safe 
neighborhoods, and easy access to wonderful parkland, playgrounds, 
restaurants and supermarkets. The Amendment proposed by the Campa1gn will 
help ensure that Stoddert Elementary School teachers, Georgetown hospital 
nurses, and public Interest lawyers hke me are able to live in Ward 3 and 1n all 
parts of the crty And I want the guy who fixes my roof and my dear nanny who 
cares for my two year old daughter to have access to good schools and safe 
commumtJes JUSt hke I do Frankly, I am here tomght because I beheve that good 
schools and safe communities should not be a luxury of only the very wealthy 

But nght now, the fact 1s that unless you bought a home or apartment a 
long t1me ago or you are a lawyer or doctor, you cannot afford to hve - own or 
rent-- in most of Ward 3 And I can't 1mag1ne my neighborhood-- Glover Park­
w1th no art1sts, no college professors, no elementary school teachers, and no 
pollee officers or fire fighters I don't know about you but I don't want to hve 1n a 
commumty of professionals I hve 1n D C because I love the diversity that city hfe 
offers and from speak1ng with many of my neJghbors that's why they hve here 
too 

I also stand before you as a part-t1me lawyer for homeless fam1hes When 
I'm not canng for my two small children, I work for a non-profit called the 
Wash1ngton Legal Chmc for the Homeless Th1s work has made me keenly 
aware of the need for mclus1onary zomng as one of the pohcy tools that the 
D1stnct can use to develop affordable hous1ng You may be surpnsed to hear 
th1s, but many of my chents work at full or part-tn)'le JObs 1n the D1stnct but cannot 
find rental housmg 1n the D1stnct wh1ch they can afford The fair market rent for a 
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2-bedroom apartment in DC 1s $1187 per month Most of my chants earn the 
m1mmum wage ($6.25/$6 60) and would have to work approximately 152 hours 
per week (or 21 hours per day) 1n order to afford a 2-bedroom umt at the area's 
Fa1r Market Rent 

Mandatory lnclus1onary Zomng 1s an Important tool that the D1stnct can 
add to 1ts tool k1t to increase affordable housing and create m1xed 1ncome 
neighborhoods And 1t 1s a tool that costs the D1stnct very httle financially 
because 1t leverages the expert1se and capacity of the private market to develop 
affordable hous1ng 

While 1t would not resolve the hous~ng problems of very low wage workers 
hke my chents, the Amendment proposed by the Campaign for lnclus1onary 
Zoning would contribute more substantially to the c1ty's stock of affordable 
hous1ng than the alternative amendment It would do so by creating housing for 
folks earn1ng between $40,000 and $70,000 per year Creat1ng more moderately 
pnced hous~ng throughout the crty decreases the competrt1on that my clients face 
in finding lower income umts This in tum creates more housing for the poorest 
of the ·poor and enables some of them to escape homelessness 

The bottom line is that while D C. is largely an economically segregated 
c1ty, most of us hve here because we cheri$h Q1vers1ty and believe in opportunity 
for all But every day we are los1ng what little d1versrty we've got left because as 
the real estate market goes up and up, more and more folks are be1ng pnced out 
of the rental market in every neighborhood where they could access good 
schools and safe commumtles • .Mandatory lnclusionary Zon1ng Will ensure that 
teachers, police officers, fire fighters, and nurses can hve 1n the commumt1es 
where they work by creat1ng m1xed 1ncome, diVerse neighborhoods If you value 
diversity and believe in the right of every person who works hard to live in 
a safe place and send their kids to a good school, I hope you will pass the 
Mandatory lnclusionary Zoning amendment proposed by the Campaign. 


