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RE Comments on Indusionary Zorung Proposed Rulemakmg ~ ~ ~ 

Dear Ms Schellmg 

Jane E Fox The purpose of this letter IS to support the set of recommendatlons for changes to 
Lrsa Fuentes Proposed Rulemakmg ZC Case No 04 33 subrmtted m wntmg by Manna, Inc and 

Deb Gandy Its partners 

Doreen Gentzler 

Ruth L Gorns 

Cathy W Isaacson 

Rachel S Kronowrtz 

Sherburne Laughlin 

C Lynn McNarr 

Washington Area Women's Foundatlon works to rmprove the hves of women and 
girls m the Washington regiOn Our work seeks to expand philanthropy among 
women arid we provide financial and techrucal support to nonprofit orgaruzatlons 
servmg women and grrls We are the only foundatlon m the region with a smgU.lar 
focus on women and grrls 

Lon wernstern In 2004, The Women's Foundatlon launched Steppzng Stones- a multl-year 
rmtlatlve to mcrease the econormc secunty of low-mcome, women-headed farmhes 
hvmg in our area Steppmg Stones addresses four areas that rmprove the prospect 
of these farmhes breakmg out of a cycle of poverty· 1) hnancral educatlon and 
wealth creatlon opportumtles, 2) pathways to self-sufficient JObs and busmess 
ownership, 3) affordable child care and early educatlon optlons and 4) health and 
safety Under Steppmg Stones, we provide grants and techrucal assiStance to 
nonprofit orgaruzatlons, carry out community educatlon, and support advocacy 
and leadership development 

As you might rmagme, expandmg homeownership and asset accumulabon 
opportumtles IS an rmportant component of the work bemg done by several 
Steppmg,St_ones Grantee Partners (nonprofits With whom we work) m their efforts 
to rmprove the econormc status of the women-headed farmhes they serve. In fact, a 
sizable number of the Grantee Partners have housmg expertlse and are 
community leaders m thiS area 
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It recently carne to our attenhon through our Grantee Partners that there are 
proposed rules that could adversely affect the ability of low-mcome, women­
headed families to accumulate assets through homeownerslup If they parhcipate 
m DIStrict of Columbia funded programs for low-income residents seeking to 
purchase a home It IS clear that the mtent of the proposed rules -to preserve 
affordable housmg- IS a most laudable goal for the City However, that goal must 
not conflict with goals to rmprove the long-term econormc status of low-mcome 
women and therr farmhes 

I strongly urge you to take mto considerahon the recommended changes and 
analysiS done by Manna, Inc and Its partners Please feel free to contact me at 
202 347 7737 ext 210 or msiiDS®wawf org If you have any queshons about thiS 
request 

Smcerely, 

MaiJorie R. Srms 
VIce President of Program and Operahon 


