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Wntten Testrmony 
Support of the Distnct of Columbia's Mandatory Inclus10nary Zorung 

Metropohtan Counctl of Governments 

The Metropohtan Washmgton Council of Governments (COG) would hke to provtde 
wntten comments m support of the Distnct of Columbia's Zorung Commtssion's 
consideratton of a Mandatory Inclus10nary Zorung pohcy that may assist m bnngmg 
affordable housmg to all neighborhoods withm the Distnct of Columbia 

Founded m 1957, the Metropohtan Washmgton Council of Governments (COG) 1S an 
mdependent, nonprofit associatiOn compnsed of 19 local governments surroundmg 
our natton's capital, plus area members of the Maryland and Vrrgmta legtslatures and 
the U S House of Representattves COG provtdes a focus for actton and develops 
sound regtonal responses to such issues as the environment, affordable housmg, 
economtc development, health and famtly concerns, human servtces, population 
growth, pubhc safety, and transportatiOn 

As home and rental pnces mcrease throughout the regton, many low-and moderate­
mcome famthes cannot afford to hve m the Distnct of Columbia Although new 
homes are bemg butlt, almost all of these are expensive condos, apartments and 
houses The number of new housmg umts for low and moderate-mcome famthes IS 
very small and nowhere meets the need of many famthes m the workforce By 
adoptmg Mandatory Inclusionary Zorung pohcy, more famthes Will be able to hve m 
decent, affordable homes 

COG fully supports the Distnct's consideration of a Mandatory Inclus10nary Zorung 
pohcy, we hope that every residential development m the Distnct of Columbia 
provtdes some umts of affordable housmg for low-and moderate-mcome famthes 
We are encouraged that the regtonal Area Medtan Income (AMI) as apphed m thts 
pohcy mcludes targeted mcomes of up to 50% of Area Medtan Income (currently 
$44,650 for a famtly of four) and up to 80% of Area Medtan Income (currently 
$71,450 for a famtly of four) As a result, we hope that the Distnct of Columbia will 
make the next leap forward by mtegratmg such a pohcy Immediately 

Mandatory Inclustonary Zorung can greatly assist m mcreasmg the supply of the 
affordable housmg stock m the Distnct of Columbia We fully support the Idea of 
creatmg a stock oflong-term affordable housmg over a 99-year control penod We 
beheve that thts IS an rmportant way to mamtam the long-term availabihty of 
affordable umts 

Finally, COG would hke to thank the Zorung Commtssion for gtvmg consideration to 
a Mandatory Inclus10nary Zorung pohcy It ts an rmportant step m solvtng the 
housmg cnsts and mcreasmg the number of good, qualtty housmg umts withm the 
Metropohtan Washmgton regton 
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