
Apnl20,2006 

Ms Sharon Schelling 
Act1ng Secretary to the Zonrng Commission 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW, Su1te 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms Schelling, 
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We, the undersigned future f1rst-t1me homeowners 1n the D1stnct of Columbia, who are 
1n the process of receiving tra1nrng on homeownersh1p, are pleased to subm1t the 
follow1ng comments and recommendations concemrng the current leg1slat1on on 
lnclus1onary Zonrng The rnclus1onary zoning requirements, wh1le only addresstng a 
relatively small number of affordable housing unrts in relation to DC 's overall need, 1s 
sorely needed and long overdue It 1s one of many leg1slat1ve and public policy 
remedies needed to help adequately deal w1th our current affordable hous1ng and ever 
grow1ng persistent poverty cns1s 

We strongly d1sagree w1th the current proposal's resale and length of affordab1lltv 
requirements/restnct1ons 1n regards to homeownership for lower 1ncome people Wh1le 
we beheve 1n reasonable length of affordab1hty restnctions and resale/equ1ty recapture 
requirements, we feel the current 1nclus1onary zon1ng proposal goes way too far It 
places extreme, unfair and d1scrim1natory restnct1ons on us, the people who can least 
afford 1t The proposal also fa1ls to differentiate between different forms of home­
ownership and rental hous1ng Thrs defeats the purpose of homeownership for lower 
income people hke us, wh1ch IS to provide a pathway out of low 1ncome status 

The log1cal end of the homeownersh1p provtstons rn the current proposal 1s to, 1n effect, 
add to the creat1on of a permanent underclass of lower 1ncome people and make 1t even 
more difficult for us and generabons who follow us to nse out of poverty through 
homeownersh1p As a result, 1t would keep us 1n a "second class" cit1zensh1p status. 

In add1t1on, the current proposal opts for the goal of preservation of affordable hous1ng 
at the expense and to the senous detnment of affordable homeowners hlp and wealth 
creation Our city must be unalterably committed to creat1ng a range of hous1ng opt1ons 
and opportunrt1es through homeownersh1p, rental hous1ng, llm1ted equ1ty coops, 
community land trusts, spec1al needs, and trans1t1onal hous1ng opportunrties--a range of 
hous1ng opt1ons along a cont1nuum that equitably balances the need for long term and 
permanently affordable houstng (pnmarily through rental) and equ1ty creatton opt1ons 
through homeownersh1p with reasonable and fa1r restncttons 

So a~_!o~e, ourselves and first-t1me lower 1ncome homebuyers--such as we 
~-adversely affected--the current 1nclusionary zonrng proposal does not 
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offer us the true benefrts of homeownersh1p and may even put us at a greater 
disadvantage. 

We urge the Zomng CommiSSion, Mayor W1lhams and the C1ty Council to senously 
cons1der our concerns 

Smcerely yours 

~-~ 
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