
Center September 6, 2005 for the 

[Study 
Social 

Policy 
......., 
8 

Ms Carol Mitten '-""' 

Chair 
:.,.") r,.., 
-o 

Zomng CommiSSion I 
0.. 441 4 Street, NW 

Smte 210 ~ 
Washmgton, DC 20001 of? 

.J:: 

Re Case No 04-33 w 

I 
I f 

I 

Dear Ms Mitten and Members of the Zonmg CommissiOn 

The Zomng CommiSSion IS currently considenng two mcluswnary zomng 
proposals-one developed by the Campatgn for Mandatory Incluswnary Zomng, 
and one developed by the Office of Plannmg I wish to go on record in support 
of the Campaign for Mandatory lnclusionary Zoning's proposal. 

The proposal submitted by the Campatgn for Mandatory lncluswnary Zomng IS 
dehberate and thorough It Is based on the findmgs of a ngorous, national analysis 
conducted by PohcyLmk of the most effective mcluswnary zonmg programs m 
place m commumties across the country 1 Its provlSlons for mcome-targetmg, 
percent of set-asides, length of affordabihty, apphcat10n to rehabbed bmldmgs, 
and hmited exceptiOns assure that thousands of affordable umts wlll be added to 
DC's stock of affordable housmg over the years to come I strongly urge the 
Zonmg CommissiOn to adopt the Campaign for Mandatory Incluswnary Zomng's 
proposal as submitted 

1 PohcyLmk IS a nat10nal nonprofit research, commumcat10ns, capacity bulldmg, and 
advocacy orgamzat10n, dedicated to advancmg pohc1es to ach1eve economic and soc1al 
eqmty based on the w1sdom, vo1ce, and expenence of local commumbes Please revtew 
the1r report, Expandmg Housmg Opportumty m Washmgton, DC The Case for 
Inclus10nary, for an m-depth analysis of effective mclus10nary zonmg pnnc1ples and the1r 
relevance to the D1stnct 
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I have worked on economic and commumty development Issues m this city for nearly four 
decades President Lmden B Johnson appomted me to the NatiOnal Capital Planmng 
Commission m 1968, before Home Rule I chaired the two NCPC committees focused on 
planmng and development m the Distnct - the Urban Renewal and Housmg Committee and the 
Distnct Pubhc Improvements Committee It was dunng my tenure that we determmed the track 
ahgnments of our subway system and, m the wake of the nots followmg the assassmat10n of 
Martm Luther Kmg, acqmred the urban renewal parcels at Metro Center, Gallery Place, 14th and 
U Streets and elsewhere around the city 

After Home Rule, durmg the first term of Mayor Manon Barry, I was responsible for planmng 
and development for the city government It was dunng this penod that the city bmlt the first 
conventiOn center, sponsored re-zonmgs throughout the city that spurred new hotel and 
apartment development, provided the land use pohcy framework for the redevelopment of the U 
Street comdor, and commenced development of the Downtown Plan which created the pohcy 
template now bemg Implemented with such success 

Our City IS expenencmg an unparalleled, and much welcome, resurgence of economic 
mvestment The Distnct's downtown IS newly vibrant with mghthfe and startmg to be 
repopulated with affluent young professiOnals and empty nesters A new state of the art 
convention center distmgmshes Washmgton, DC among the nat10n's maJor meetmgs venues, and 
the office vacancy rate IS the envy of other Cities In fact, new residential and commercial 
development and cultural and entertamment offenngs are mcreasmg m neighborhoods 
throughout the city Expenence allows me to attest that we have come-If not full Circle-at 
least to a pomt many degrees from the low pomt of the early sixties when we struggled m the 
wake of population loss and economic declme 

Today's resurgence IS neither an accident nor a random outcome ofpnvate mvestor 
enlightenment It IS the product of deliberate public policies and mvestments made over many 
years-and a testament to their efficacy While mvestment IS retummg, the benefits of renewed 
economic activity are not as widely shared by Distnct residents as the city's mcome realities, 
quality of life, and vital soc tal needs demand A broader cross sect10n of our populatiOn must 
have access to the commumty Improvements and asset creatiOn accrumg from our past 
substantial pubhc mvestments I engage the underside of this reahty daily as Chau of the Board 
of our city's Partnership for the PreventiOn ofHomelessness 
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The affordable housmg proposal submitted by the Campaign for Mandatory Inclus10nary Zomng 
IS one Important vehicle by which the Zomng CommiSSion can ensure that the benefits of 
development are shared more broadly across the mcome spectrum The Campaign's mclus10nary 
zonmg proposal will help us more fully reahze the goal we have stnven for over the years­
bmldmg a racially diverse, vibrant, mixed mcome commumty where quahty housmg IS 
accessible to the broadest possible cross-sectiOn of our commumty 

Smcerely, 


