
BEFORE THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ZONING COMMISSION 

Application of Trustees for Harvard University 
Center for Hellenic Studies 
3100 Whitehaven Street, NW 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH BURDEN OF PROOF 

I. Background: 

The SubJect Property (Square 2155, Lot 802), with premises address of 3100 
WbJ.tehaven Street, NW, has served as the campus for Harvard Umversity's Center 
for Hellemc Studies (the "Center") smce 1963. The Center serves as an educational 
center m the field of Hellemc Greek studies, emphasizing the humamstic tradition, 
though Its extensive hbrary holdmgs, by hostmg colloqwa and research fellows in 
the field, and by p10neermg digital teachmg technologies. The Center conSists of a 
relatively small siX-acre campus tucked mto the hillside to the north of Dumbarton 
Oaks Park. The campus IS accessed from Whitehaven Street, NW, which IS a short 
dead-end street running northwest from Massachusetts Avenue, NW. WbJ.tehaven 
Street termmates JUSt below Observatory Crrcle. The campus abuts the Embassy 
and Chancery of the Kingdom of Denmark to the west and the Chancery of the 
Repubhc of Italy to the east. The SubJect Property IS owned by the Trustees for 
Harvard Umversity (the "Trustees"). 

The SubJect Property was first approved for umversity use by the Board of 
Zomng AdJustment m 1961 (BZA Appeal No. 6430), and the BZA has smce approved 
a number of apphcatlons involvmg modifications and further processmgs to the 
approved Campus Plan In support of certam small-scale Improvements and 
additions to the campus (BZA Apphcat10ns No. 14659, 15780, and 16213. In its 
most recent approval, m 1997 (Apphcatlon No. 16213), the BZA requrred the 
Trustees to prepare and submit a campus plan within the ear her of three years or 
prior to seekmg further processmg Plans were submitted to the zonmg office m 
2000, however, through a misunderstanding, no additional documentation or 
processmg was completed. To that end, the Trustees have provided m the enclosed 
matenals updated site and planning documents, along with an overview of the 
Trustees' mtentlons for the campus over the course of the next decade, mcludmg 
certam small-scale conversion of use and bwlding addition proJects. Through the 
present apphcatlon, the Trustees request special exception approval from the 
Zomng Commission for the Center for Hellemc Studies Campus Plan, 2004-2014, 
which is mcluded With the present apphcatlon. CJ't~ ~ 
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In accordance with §3113.8 of the Zoning Regulations, the Apphcant wdl file 
Its Statement of the Apphcant with the Commission no fewer than 14 days prior to 
the pubhc hearing for the present Apphcation. In said Statement, and at the pubhc 
hearmg, the Apphcant will provide testimony and evidence to meet Its burden of 
proof to obtam the CommiSSion's approval of the requested special exception. 
Followmg herem, as reqwred by the Commission's apphcation process, IS a 
summary statement mdicating how the Applicant will meet said burden of proof: 

II. Burden of Proof: 

Pursuant to §210.1 of the Zomng Regulations, use as a college or umversity 
that IS an academic mstitution of higher learnmg shall be permitted in all 
residential zones u approved by the Zonmg Commission under §3104 of the 
Regulations, subJect to the provisions of §210. The campus 1S located m the D/R-1-
ADistnct. 

A Section 3104.1. The Commtsswn ts authonzed to grant the campus 
plan spectal exceptton, where, m the Judgment of the Commtsston, it will be tn 
harmony wtth the general purpose and mtent of the Zonmg Regulatwns and Maps 
and wtll not tend to affect adversely the use of neighbonng property in accordance 
wtth the Regulations and Maps. 

The Center has been located at Its current location smce 1963. The use of 
the SubJect Property IS permitted through special exception, and the BZA has found 
on a number of occasions m the Intervenmg four decades that the campus use IS In 
harmony with the purpose and mtent of the Regulations and the location and 
program of the campus IS such as to not be hkely to become obJectionable to 
adJommg or nearby property owners. The Apphcant 1s not aware of any neighbor or 
commumty opposition to the campus use of the SubJect Property. 

B. Section 210.2. The unwerstty use shall be located so as not likely to 
become objectwnable to netghbonng property because of notse, traffi,c, number of 
students, or other ob)ecttonable conditwns. 

As the BZA has determmed on a number of occasions, the proposed facilities 
mcluded m the Campus Plan are located so that they will not be hkely to become 
objectionable to neighbonng property because of nmse, traffic, number of students, 
or other obJectionable condlt10ns. The Center 1s largely hidden from pubhc view by 
VIrtue of a combination of factors. It is accessible to vehicles only from Wlntehaven 
Street, NW, which IS a qwte residential side street accessible from Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW. The Center's only abuttmg neighbors are foreign missions, Italy to 
the east, Denmark to the west. Dumbarton Oaks Park IS dJ.rectly to the south The 



Center enJoys good relations With Its residential neighbors along Whitehaven 
Street. 

The campus use of the SubJect Property represents an exceptionally low 
density and intensity of use of the site. The existing building density on the siX-acre 
Site IS approximately only 0.16 FAR. No more than an additional 0.04 FAR mcrease 
Is contemplated on the site by the Center as part of their capital rmprovements 
pursuant to the Campus Plan 

Further, by virtue of the Center's unique mission, It attracts as 
students/fellows generally mid-career professors of classical studies, who reside at 
the Center dunng the academic year conductmg research and traveling m support 
of their research and teachmg. Approxrmately 11 fellows are m residence dunng a 
typical academic year. Adequate parkmg IS provided throughout the campus. 

C. Section 210.3. The manmum bulk reqwrements of mdwtdual 
butldmgs may be mcreased beyond what would otherwtse be permisstble, provided 
that the total bulk of all butldings and structures shall not exceed the gross floor 
area prescnbed for the R-5-B DtStnct, namely 1.8 FAR. 

The bulk proposed for the Center m Its Campus Plan, mcludmg the few small 
rmprovement proJects and additions contemplated therem, IS only approximately 
0.20 FAR, far under the prescnbed 1 8 FAR. 

D. Section 210.4. The appltcant must submit to the Commr,sston a 
campus plannmg document, showmg the locatr,on, hetght, and bulk, where 
appropnate, of all ensting and proposed tmprovements, mcludmg: (a) butldmgs and 
parking and loading factlittes; (b) screenmg, sr,gns, streets and publtc utiltty 
faciltt!es; (c) athlettc and recreatr,onal factltttes; and (d) a descnption of actwtttes 
conducted on the campus and capacr,ty of all present and proposed campus 
development. 

The Trustees have provided these materials in the Center for Helleruc 
Studies Campus Plan, Included With the present Apphcat10n. 

E. Section 210.5. Within a reasonable dtstance of the college or 
unwersity campus, and subject to compliance wtth the provr,swns of §210.2, the 
Commtsswn may also permtt the mtenm use of land or tmproved property wtth any 
use that the Commtssion may determme ts a proper college or university function. 



No mtenm. use of land or rmproved property outs1de the campus area 1s 
proposed. 

F. Section 210.6. When a maJor new budding that has been 
proposed in a campus plan '£8 mstead moved off-campus, the prevtously destgnated 
stte shall not be designated for or devoted to a different maJor new building until 
and unless the Zoning Commtsswn has approved an amendment to the campus plan 
appltcable to the site; provtded, that for this purpose a maJor new butlding ts defined 
as one spectfteally tdenttfted in the campus plan. 

The Trustees do not propose to move any maJor new or prev1ously-approved 
buildmgs off-campus. 

G. Section 210. 7. In reviewing and dectding a campus plan 
appltcatwn or new butldmg constructwn pursuant to a campus plan, the 
Commtsston shall constder, to the extent they are relevant, the poltctes of the Dtstrict 
Elements of the Comprehenswe Plan. 

The Campus Plan 1s cons1stent w1th the D1str1ct's pohc1es m support of the 
pubhc and mstitutional uses obJectives of the Land Use Element of the 
Comprehensive Plan. Specifically, these polic1es support recognition of the 
spec1ahzed land needs and umque econom1c and human development opportumties 
presented by colleges, umvers1bes, and other mstitut10nal users of large tracts. The 
pohc1es also support the process of requmng the development of detailed master 
plans for such spec1ahzed land uses, which plans are to mcorporate all land and 
facilities currently muse or antic1pated for future use (10 DCMR §1115.1(1)). 

The SubJect Property 1s located Within Ward 2. The Comprehens1ve Plan's 
Ward 2 Element mcludes among its objectives for econom1c development the 
util1zat10n of the potential of the D1stnct's un1vers1ties, especially m Ward 2, as well 
as eXIStmg and future museums, gallenes, theaters and other cultural facil1t1es, to 
create and expanded center of knowledge and leammg 1n the center of Washington 
(10 DCMR §1301.1(f)) 

The Center hkew1se supports the overall urban des1gn goal as espoused m 
the Ward 2 Element, namely, promotmg the protection, enhancement and 
enJoyment of the natural env1rons and providing visual onentation, enhancmg the 
D1str1ct's aesthetic quahties, emphas1zmg ne1ghborhood 1dentit1es, and operating m 
a functionally effic1ent manner. (10 DCMR §1315.8). 



H. Section 210.8. As an mtegral part of the application requesting 
approval of new butldmg constructton pursuant to a campus plan, the umverstty 
shall certtfy and document that the proposed butldmg or amendment ts wtthin the 
floor area ratw limtt for the campus as a whole, based upon the computatton 
included in the most recently approved campus plan and the F ARs of any other 
butldtngs constructed or demoltshed smce the campus plan was adopted. 

The Trustees certrfy that the few small Improvement proJects and additions 
Center are Withm the FAR hmit for the campus as a whole. Documentation m 
support of this certification may be found m the Campus Plan. 

I. Section 210.9. Before takmg final actton on appltcatwns for use 
as a college or umverstty, the Commtsston shall submtt the applicatwn to the D. C. 
Office of Planning and the D. C. Department of Transportatton for review and 
wntten reports. 

It IS the Apphcant's understandmg that the Office of Zonmg will refer tms 
apphcation to the Office of Planning and the D.C. Department ofTransportation. 
Representatives of the Center will meet With representatives of the Office of 
Planmng and the Department of Transportation prior to the pub he hearing in this 
matter. 

For all these reasons, the Center satisfies the reqmrements for speCial 
exception approval for Its contmued use of the SubJect Property as a umverSity that 
is an academic institution of higher learnmg 
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