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Members of the Commission 

In response to your request, pursuant to delegations of authonty adopted by the 
Commtssion on August 6, 1999, I have reviewed the proposed text amendment to 
the Distnct of Columbia Zorung Regulations, to define clear ceiling height and 
low-ermssive glass and found that the proposal would not adversely affect the 
Identified federal interests nor be inconsistent wtth the Comprehensive Plan for 
the National Capital 

A copy of the Delegated Action of the Executive Director is enclosed. 

Smcerely, 

hllagher, AICP 
Executive Director 
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TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMNBIA TO DEFINE 

CLEAR CEILING HEIGHT AND LOW-EMISSIVITY GLASS 

Delegated Action of the Executive Director 

APR 2 8 2005 

Pursuant to delegations of authonty adopted by the CommissiOn on August 6, 1999, I find that 

the proposed text amendment to the zomng regulations to defme clear ceilmg height and low-

ennssive glass would not adversely affect federal interests nor be mconsistent with the 

Comprehenstve Plan for the Nattonal Capttal. 

• • * 
The Zoning Commisston of the Qistrict of Columbia has taken a proposed actlon to approve a 
text amendment to the zoning regulattons to define "clear floor to ceiling hetghts" and "clear or 
low-emisston glass." The clear height is mtended to be flextble enough to change wtth mtenor 
and market needs over ttme and to stimulate pedestnan actlvtty. The clear glass defirutton ts 
intended to ensure that clear or low-emission glass is used to allow pedestrians to easily see mto 
the preferred use spaces on ground floor commercial areas. The regulations are being proposed 
to clmfy current or proposed zomng regulations that contam overlays or text amendments 
spectfying that ground floors of butldmgs must have a certain minimum floor to ceding clear 
hetghts, or that they use clear or low-ennssion glass. These specdicatlons are mtended to 
facilitate ground-floor retatl activity and reflect new mdustry standards for quality retml space. 

Clear floor to ceilmg hetght is defined as the vertical distance measured from the finished floor 
to the finished ceiling that ts unobstructed by elements or the bwldmg structure other than 
columns and walls, components of mechanlcal or plumbing systems, or components of electrical 
systems except lighttng fixtures. Clear or low-ennsSion glass is defined as glass that has a 
VISible hght transmisston rattng of at least 70 percent and an outdoor visible light reflectance 
rating of no greater than 17 percent. 
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The proposed text amendment to the zoning regulat10ns 1s not mconsistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capi~ which states that it 1s m the mterest of the federal 
government to promote shops and other public activities that stimulate pedestnan street bfe m 
urban areas. Consequently, staffbeheves the text amendment is acceptable. 

Q~ 
Executive Drrector 


