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Actmg Secretary to the Zomng Commission 

DATE: October 5, _2005 

SUBJECT: Publication for the Office of Zonmg 

Please publish the followmg m the D C Regzster on October 14, 2005: 

I. Z C. Not1ce of Special Public Meetmg; 
2 Z C Corrected Order No. 03-12C/03-13C (Case Nos 03-12 & 03-13); 

and 
3 Z C Notice ofFmal Rulemakmg & Z C Order No. 04..29 (Case No. 

04-29). 

The Final Rulemalang 1S also mcluded on the enclosed dtskette 
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RULEMAKING TRANSMITTAL FORM 
TYPE OF RULEMAKING ACTION: U EMERGENCY RULES 

G<l FINAL RULES n PROPOSED RULES 0 COMBINED 

DATE AND TIME RECEIVED AGENCY: OFFICE OF ZONING 

Office of Documents use only AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE: JERRIL Y KRESS 
. 1m ADDRESS 441 4 Street, N.W., Swte 210 South TELEPHONE (202) 727-0340 

TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF RULES. 

Text Amendment- F1re and Emergency Med1cal Services Department of the Distnct of Columbia 
Facilities 

If th1s rulemaking action Will amend or repeal ex1stJng rules, gtve a complete citation to the rules be1ng 
amended or repealed: 

Title 11 (Zoning)§§ 199.1, 201 1, 330 5, 350 4, 6G1 1, 701 6, 801 7, 901 1, 901 5, 2101.1 

FINAL RULES ONLY G1ve the D.C. REGISTER crtatton and date of pubhcatJon of the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemakrng for these rules. 52 OCR 3651 DATE· APRIL 8. 2005 

COMPLETE CITATION to the statute, regulation, or other legal authonty which specifically authonzes the 
issuance of the substance of these rules. 

Sectton 1 of the Zomng Act of1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797, 799 D.C Offictal Code§ 6-
641 01) 

LEGAL CERTIFICATION. I certrfy that J have revtewed the attached rulemaktng and, 
10 my oplmon, the substance of the text of the rules is legally sufficient 

DATE SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 SIGNED· (/A _ ~ A- PHONE: (202) 442-9777 

CONDITIONAL NAME: ROBERT J SPAGNOLETTI TITL-E· ATTORNEY GENERAL 

PROMULGATOR. Name and tttle of the person legally authorized to adopt and promulgate these rules (or 
the name of the board or other body authonzed to adopt rules by vote) 
Zomng Commtssion For The Dtstnct Of Columbia T1tJe 

COMPLETE CITATION to the statute, regulation, order, or other legal authonty that specifically authonzes 
this person or agency to adopt and promulgate these rules 
Section 1 of the Zomng Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat 797, 799 D C Official Code § 6-
641 01 ). 

SIGNATURE OF THE PERSON AUTHORIZED TO ADOPT RULES OR AITE:ST TO THE ADOPTION OF RULES 

APPROVAL /( 0 ,{ ~ D 1J /) ~ 
DATE OF OF ATTEST:'-.. _)£JfJMin \v. \_.l1!_.)tL.IJAM 
APPROVAL Actrngsecretary to the Zamng ~ 
OF VOTE. July 11. 2005 TITLE· Commission PHONE· 202 727-0340 
Office of Documents THIS NOTICE VOL· OCR: DATE: 
use only· PUBLISHED AT: 



ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

and 
Z. C. ORDER NO. 04-29 

Z.C. Case No. 04-29 
(Text Amendments- 11 DCMR) 

(Fire and ~mergency Medical Services Facilities) 
July 11,2005 

The Zomng Commission for the Dtstnct of Columbia, pursuant to Its authority under § 1 of the 
Zonmg Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797, as amended; DC. Offictal Code§ 6-
641.01), havmg held a pubbc heanng as requrred by § 3 of the Act (DC. Official Code § 6-
64I .03), and havmg referred the proposed amendments to the National Capital Plannmg 
Conumss10n for a 30-day penod of review pursuant to § 492 of the DIStrict of Columbia Charter, 
hereby gives notice of the adoptiOn of the followmg amendments to § I 99 (Defimt10ns ), § 201 
(Uses as a Matter of Right (R-1 )), § 350 (R-5 D1stncts. General Provisions), § 508 (Office Uses 
(SP}}, § 601 (Uses as a Matter of Right (C-R)), § 701 (Uses as a Matter ofR.tght (C-1)}, § 801 
(Uses as a Matter of Right (C-M)}, § 901 (Uses as a Matter of Right (W)), and Chapter 21 (Off­
Street Parkmg Requrrements) of the Zomng Regulations (Tttle 1 I DCMR) The amendments 
permit Frre StatiOns as a matter of nght withm any zone dtstnct, Fire Department Traming 
Facihttes as a matter of nght Withm the Industrial Zone D1stncts, Fire Department 
Adzrurustratlve Facthties as a matter of nght wtthm select Residence Zone Distncts, the Mtxed 
Use, Commerctal, Industnal and Waterfront Zone Districts and subject them to spectal exception 
revtew wtthm the Specml Purpose Zone Distncts, Frre Department Support Factltttes as a matter 
of nght within select Restdence Zone Districts and the Spectai Purpose, MIXed Use, Commercial 
and Industrial Zone Distncts and select Waterfront Dtstncts The CommissiOn took fmal actiOn 
to adopt the amendments at a public meetmg held on July 11, 2005. 

This final rulemakmg IS effecttve upon pubhcatton m the D C Regzster 

Existing RegulatiOns 

The Comnuss10n mttiated thts rulemakmg m response to a petitiOn from the Office of Plannmg 
The Zorung Regulations do not currently address fire and emergency mewcal services facilities 
Therefore, the Dtstrict of Columbia Department of Ftre and Emergency Services ("DCFEMS") 
must obtam a use vanance to establish, construct or add onto Its facilities located anywhere 
outstde the Central Area, where Distnct government uses are not subject to Zomng Thts inhibits 
the DCFEMS's abthty to locate these factlttles m appropnate locations throughout the Dtstnct. 
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Descnphon of Text Amendment 

The text amendment defmes the followmg terms· 

Fire Station - a bulldmg and assoctated land used by the Frre Department to house 
personnel and equipment m connection with the provision of frre, rescue, emergency 
medical, hazardous matenals response, and other types of emergency servtces throughout 
the Distnct of Columbia, and includes the harbor facihty. 

Fire Department Training Facility - abUildmg and assoctated land used by the Frre 
Department to provide classroom and practical trammg for emergency servtces and 
support personnel. 

Fire Department Administrative Facility- a buddmg (mcludmg the Frre Department's 
Headquarters) used to provtde admmiStrative support to the Frre Department. 

Fire Department Support Facility - a butldmg and associated land used to provide fleet 
mamtenance, faclltties mamtenance, commumcattons, or other types on non­
admmtStrative support to the Frre Department 

The text amendment permits and establishes. 

• Ftre Stations to be penmtted as a matter ofnght Withm any zone distnct, 
• Fire Department Trammg Facthtles to be permrtted as a matter of nght wtthm industnal 

zone districts only, 
• Fire Department Admtrustrattve Factbttes to be penmtted: 

o as a matter of nght wtthm select restdence, mixed use, commercial, mdustnal, and 
waterfront zone districts only, and 

o as a special exception wtthm the special purpose districts, 
• Frre Department Support Facdtttes to be penmtted withm select residence, special 

purpose, mixed use, commerctal, mdustrial, and select waterfront zone dtStncts only, and 
• Mml.Illum parkmg requuements for Frre Stations, Frre Department Trammg Faclltttes, 

Frre Department Administrative Facilities, and Frre Department Support Facilities 

RelatiOnshiP to the Comprehensive Plan 

The amendment will not be mconsistent wtth the goals of the Comprehensive Plan and ts 
consistent With the followmg sections of the Comprehensive Plan. The proposed text 
amendments wdl Implement §§ 101 I and 110 1 of the General Provisions Element of the 
ComprehensiVe Plan, Tttle 10 DCMR, which call for the enhanced pubhc safety, and § 606.1 of 
1he Pubhc Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan, Title I 0 DCMR, whtch recommends 
the location of pubhc fac1hties to provtde optimum servtce 
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Public Hearing and Proposed Actton 

The Comnnss1on held a pubhc heanng on thts case on March 17, 2005 

At the pubhc hearmg, the Zonmg Comnusston reviewed the letter subnutted by ANC 3/4 G, 
dated March 14, 2005. The letter requested that the Commission reconsider pemuttmg Frre 
Stations as a matter ofnght wtthm the R-1, R-2 and R-3 Zone Dtstncts, perrmttmg them only tf 
there IS no other reasonable alternatJ.ve location. 

Followmg the concluston of the heanng, the Comnussion took proposed actton pursuant to 11 
DCMR § 3027.2 to approve the adverttsed text. In doing so, the Commisston did not change the 
pr-oposed amendment m the manner recommended by the ANC The Comnussion noted the 
testimony of DCFEMS that pubhc safety needs requrre tt to locate 1ts -Frre Statwns m close 
phystcal proxliDlty to the neighborhoods they serve Because large portiOns of a netghborhood 
may be mapped wtthm an R-1, R-2, or R-3 zone, hmttmg Frre Stations to adJacent less r-estncnve 
zones would Impede FEMS ablltty to qutckly reach the location of an emergency 

A Nottce of Proposed Rulemakmg was pubhshed m the D C Regzster on Apnl 8, 2005, at 52 
DCR 3651, for a 30-day notice and comment penod 

The proposed rulemakmg was referred to the Nattonal Capttal Plannmg CommtssiOn ("NCPC") 
under the terms of§ 492 of the Dtstrict of Columbta Charter NCPC, by report dated Apnl 28, 
2005, found that the proposed text amendments to permit Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
Facihties wtthm vanous Zone Distncts would not be mconsiStent wtth the Comprehensive Plan 
for the National Capital, nor would 1t have an adverse tmpact on any federal mterests 

No other comments were recetved. 

The Office of the Attorney General has detennmed that this rulemakmg meets its standards of 
legal suffictency 

FmalAct1on 

The Commission took final action to adopt the rulemalang at Its regularly scheduled public 
meeting on July 11, 2005 No substanttve changes were made to the advertised prepared text 

Based on the above, the Commtsston finds that the proposed amendments to the Zoning 
RegulatiOns are m the best interests of the Distnct of Columbia, consistent w1th the purpose of 
-the Zomng RegulatiOns and Zonmg Act, and not mconsistent w1th the Comprehensive Plan for 
the National Capital. 

In consideratiOn of the reasons set forth herem, the Zomng Commission hereby APPROVES the 
followtng amendments to chapters I, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 21 of the Zonmg Regulations, Tttle 
11 DCMR. 
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A SectiOn 199, DEFINITIONS, subsectiOn 199 1, IS amended to add the followmg new 
defirut10ns m alphabetical order 

Fire Department- the Frre and Emergency Medtcal Servtces Department of the Dtstnct 
ofColumbta 

Fire-Station - a bwlding and associated land used by the Ftre Department to house 
personnel and equipment in connection With the proVIsion of fire, rescue, emergency 
medical, hazardous matenals response, and other types of emergency serviCe& throughout 
t-he Dtstnet of Columbta, and mcludes the harbor facthty. 

Fire Department Training Facility - a budding and assoctated land used by the Frre 
Department to provide classr-oom and practical trammg for emergency servtces and 
support personnel 

Fire Department Administrative Facility- a bwldmg(mcludmg the Ftre Department's 
Headquarters)-Used to provide ad.mmtstratlve support to the Frre Department 

Fire DepartmeDt Support Facility- a bulldmg and associated land used to provide fleet 
mamtenance, factlihes mamtenance, commumcatlons, or other types on non­
ad.mmtstrattve support to the Frre Department 

B Section 201, USES AS A MATTER OF RIGHT (R-1), subsectiOn 201.1Is amended by 
addmg a new subparagraph (s) to read as follows: 

(s) Frre StatiOn 

C Section 350, R-5 DISTRICTS GENERAL PROVISIONS, subsectiOn 350 4, 1s amended 
by ad.dmg a new subparagraph (h) to read as follows· 

(h) Frre Department Support Facthty, commumcat10ns services only 

D. SectiOn 508, OFFICE USES (SP), subsectiOn 508.1, 1s amended by ad.dmg the followmg 
sentence at the end to read as follows 

Constructton of Frre Department Admmtstrabve Facthttes shall also be permttted m an 
SP Dtstnct tf approved by the Board of Zonmg Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the 
provtstons of thts sectiOn 

E. Sec1lon 601, USES AS A MATTER OF RIGHT (CR), subsection 601 l, Is amended by 
addmg a new subparagraph (z) through (bb) to read as follows 

(z) Frre Station 

(aa) Ftre Department Admimstratlve Factbty 
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(bb) Frre Department Support Facthty 

F Sectton 701, USES AS A MATTER OF RIGHT (C-1), subsection 701 6, ts amended by 
addmg a new subparagraph (J) to read as follows· 

(J) Fire Department Support Faclltty. 

G Section 801, USES AS A MATTER OF RIGHT (C-M), subsection 801.7, 1S amended by 
addmg a new subparagraph (n) to read as follows: 

(n) Fire Department Trammg Facthty 

H Sectton 901, USES AS A MATTER OF RIGHT (W) ts amended as follows: 

1. Subsection 901.1 (u.ses as a matter ofnght W-1, W-2, and W-3) is amended by 
adding new subparagraphs (x) through (z) to read as follows. 

(x) Frre Statton 

(y) Frre Department Adnumstratlve Facthty 

(z) Frre Department Support Faclltty 

2. Subsectron 901.3 fuses as a matter ofnght W-) ts amended by msertmg new 
subparagraphs (f) through (g) to read as follows. 

(f) Frre Statwn 

(g) Frre Department Adnurustrative Facthty 

I Chapter n, OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS, ts amended by msertmg the 
followmg use m the table mcluded m § 2101.1, SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS 
FOR PARKING SPACES Wider "INSTITUTIONAL USES" 

USES 

Fire Station, Fire Department Training 
Facility, Fire Department Administrative 
Facility or Fire Department Support 
Facility (established after-october 14, 
2005, not including the expansion of 
facilities existing as of October 14, 2005.: 

NUMBER OF PARKING 
SPACES REQUIRED 
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All R Districts, C-1, C-2-A, C-3-A 

All other districts 

In excess of2.000 ft.2
, 1 space for each 600 

ft. 2 of gross .floor area and cellar .floor 
m! 

In excess of2,000 ft.2
, 1 space for each 

1,800 ft.2 of gross floor area 

Vote of the Zonmg Commission taken at fts pubhc meetmg on March 17,2005, to APPROVE 
the proposed rulemakmg by a vote of 4-0-1 (John G Parsons, Gregory N Jeffi'ies, Anthony J 
Hood, and Kev.m L Hildebrand to approve; Carol J Mttten, havmg recused herself, not votmg) 

This order was ADOPTED-by the Zanmg Commtssion at Its pubhc meeting on July 11, 2005, 
by a vote of 4-0-l (Anthony J. Hood, John G Parsons, Gregory N Jeffries, and Kevm L. 
Hildebrand to approve, Carol J Mitten, having recused herself, not votmg). 

In accordance with the provisions of II DCMR § 3028 9, tlus order shall become effective upon 
publication m the D C Reglster, that IS, .on--------



ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

and 
Z.C. ORDER NO. 04-29 

Z.C. Case No. 04-29 
(TextAmendment-11 DCMR) 

(Fire and Emergency Medical Services Facilities) 

The full text of this Zonmg CommlSston order lS pubhshed m the "Fmal Rulemalang" sectton of 
thls ed1t10n of the D. C Reg1ster 


