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441 4th Street, N.W 
Washmgton, D.C. 20001 0.. C) 

re: written testimony for case number 04-27 (Text and Map Amendments to Establish and 
Map the H Street, NE Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District) 

To Whom It May Concern 

Please accept thts letter, with attachments, as my wntten testimony for the above­
referenced matter. I support of the amendments to the above-referenced zonmg overlay 
(heremafter the "H Street NE Overlay") that Advisory Neighborhood CommissiOn 6A ("ANC 
6A ") IS proposmg 

In short, the Zomng Commission should adopt the amendments tbJtt ANC 6A is 
proposmg, and whtch I discuss below,' because tne8e arriendm~nts have had a dem6nstr~bly 
positive Impact on the developnienr of other neighborhood, further the objectives of the overlay 
itself and are satisfactory to residents. In most mstances, the amendments incorporate language 
from other successful D.C. overlay dtstncts, such as the 8th Street S E Overlay Dtstrict at 11-
1309 et seq., For this reason, the Zonmg CommissiOn should rely on the precedent and 
successful expenence based on other overlay districts and adopt all of the amendments proposed 
For the Zomng Commtsston to accept anythmg less than what ANC 6A has proposed would only 
Jeopardize the qualities that make H Street N E comdor marketable as a commercial district, 
such as the focus on pedestrian traffic, the historic character of tl).e building stock and the 
synergy between all busmesses m, or soon to be m. the H Street N E. comdor. 

Specifically 

• amending§ 1320 02(c) to read "Encourage .. a neighborhood-servmg retail shoppmg 
district" emphasizes that the focus of the overlay Is to ennch the neighborhood. Cf. 
CDCR § 11-1309 2(a) (8th Street Overlay) 

• amending§ 1320 02(d) to read "Establish design guidelines for new and reh,abditated 
butldmgs that are consistent With the historic character and scale of the overlay dtstnct" 
emphasizes the Importance of the litstonc character of H Street N.E otspedfy,mg the 

JliUIH\1-ference by whtch to evaluate building' reuse 'Without the language, the H 
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Street NE Overlay lacks a standard by which to evaluate design guidelines. This 
amendment would also promote consistency with the gmdelmes published by the D C 
Office of Planning See HOK Planrung Group, H Street Corndor Guzdelmes (2005) 
("The H Street Comdor can be a successful, vibrant, commuruty enhancmg Mam Street if 
new and rehabzlztatwn development zs sufficzently guzded The Gmdelmes 
encourage small development, at a dtstmctively Similar scale as existing H Street fabric -
helpmg to retazn and enhance the characterzstlcs of the hzstorzc corrzdor "(emphasis 
added)) 

amendmg § 1320 04(c) to read "(4) This use shall occupy no more than twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the lmear street frontage within the HS overlay district, as measured 
along the lots that face designated roadways " addresses limitatiOns on certam types of 
establishments that have already been a pomt of contention withm the commuruty Th1s 
amendment, like the language for the 8th Street SE Overlay Distnct language at DCMR § 
11-1309 4, will avoid changes m the general zonmg regulatiOns from madvertently 
affecting the H Street NE Overlay D1stnct 

amendmg § 1320.5 to read "Prohibit new automobile accessones retml sales" furthers the 
stated purpose of the overlay distnct because automobile accessones retml sales are 
wholly mconsistent with the arts and entertainment purposes of the H Street NE Overlay 
Distnct It IS highly unhkely that theater patrons will shop for quarts of ml and 
antifreeze after watchmg a show at the H Street Playhouse and dnnkmg coffee at one of 
the comdor' s retail establishments 

Furthermore, the kmd of unsightly actiVIty that this type of establishment 
promotes-such as car reparr that IS common m and around the premises of such 
establishments-would cause a sigruficant drmn any synergy among busmesses, detract 
from the attractiveness of the H Street NE comdor and defeat the purposes of the H 
Street Zonmg Overlay as stated m DC Register at 915-916 (Feb 4, 2005) The enclosed 
matenals support this contention. Photos of Illegal Mechanzcs Operating In And Around 
Premzses of D C -Area AutoZones, Mike DeBorus, Dtstnct Lme, Ozl And Vznegar 
Neighbors Sour On H Street AutoZone's Freelance Mechanzcs, WASHINGTON CrrYPAPER 
(August 6, 2004), Andrea Elliott, A Bronx Curbside Whzsper· 'Hey, Need a Tune-Up?,' 
N Y TIMEs (December 19, 2004) (notmg that, m parts of New York Ctty, automotive 
accessones retrul stores attract Illegal mechanics, benefit from them, and therefore have 
no mcentive to discourage them from detracting from the neighborhood) Controlling the 
development of additional automotive accessones retail stores m the H Street NE Overlay 
Distnct, particularly the Arts overlay, would hmit the negative Impact of a land use that 
entrrely detracts from the Arts and other sub-distncts and the preferred uses as listed m 
the proposed section 1323 2 

• amendmg § 1325 1 to read "Provide for safe and efficient pedestnan movement by 
locating and desigmng vehicular access and egress so as to mmimize " agam 
emphasizes the goal of pedestnan safety m a comdor that will be pedestrian-driven. This 
language IS identical to language m the 8th St SE overlay distnct See DCMR § 11-
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1309 2( c) The clear success of the effects of this language m the 8th St SE overlay IS 

successful evidence and precedence for adoptmg the same language for the H St NE 
Overlay Distnct. 

For the above-stated reasons, I strongly support the above amendments, as well as the other 
amendments proposed by ANC 6A I urge the Zonmg Commission to adopt them 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Luna 

enclosures 

cc. Councllmember Sharon Ambrose 
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Photos of Illegal Mechanics Operating In And Around Premises of 
D.C.-Area Auto Accessories Retail Stores 

Known street mechanic just purchased parts at 
the AutoZone. 
Ju 2004. 
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Known street mechanic solicits additional 
business on the AutoZone parking lot. 

2004. 
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Mechanics will work on H Street. 
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Auto accessory retail stores attract illegal mechanics who have a visible and 
negative impact on property, land values, civic activity and public health. Cf 

DCMR 18-101. 
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