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Apnl7,2005 

Carol Mitten, Chauperson 
D C. Zoning CommiSSion 
441 4th Street, NW, Swte 21 OS 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

Re. H Street Overlay Distnct, Zomng CommissiOn Case No 04-27 

Dear Chauperson Mitten and Members of the Zonmg CommissiOn: 
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I am wntmg With respect to the above-referenced case, which proposes zoning map amendments 
and the creation of a new H Street Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District As the 
Councilmember forWard 6 and the current Chatr of the Council's Committee on Economic 
Development, I have had great mterest m the study coordinated by the Office ofPlanmng aimed 
at revitalizing and reVIVIng this Important shoppmg street. I supported the adoption of the 
StrategiC Development Plan by the Council 

I have reviewed the zonmg overlay now pendmg before the Zonmg CommiSSion. It follows on 
the Strategic Development Plan and It IS generally a good effort at Implementing the policies of 
the Plan. As you consider these proposed changes, I urge you to keep m mmd that the new 
zonmg should be mcentive based, allowmg additional development over and above the levels 
now proVIded to achieve specified goals, rather than restnctive, Imposing additional regulations 
as reqwrements or demands and taking away existing development nghts. Reducing the 
commercial density m the existmg C-2-A Distnct by 1.0 FAR (m the Housmg Sub-District) or 
0.5 FAR (m the Arts Sub-Dtstnct) does not establish a climate that encourages development to 
achieve the goals of the overlay. It also has the potential effect of locking in extstmg 
development if the density permitted by the Overlay IS less than the extstmg denstty on the site. 

I therefore recommend that you re-balance the levels of development permitted m the Housing 
and Arts Sub-Distnct If you determme to reduce the level of commercial density on sites m the 
Housmg Sub-Distnct, I agree with the position of the H Street Commumty Development 
Corporation that you should mcrease the total amount of residential development to be allowed. 

Thank you for your attention to my comments. 

Sharon Ambrose, harr 
Committee on Economic Development 
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