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Foreign Missions and International Organizations 

l! i.r tbe ~~ott! q/ lbe{crlt:!ul,~m'IJIIII'l/elll /o: 

Plan a secure and welcom.ing environment fo r the location of dip lomatic and internationa l 

ac tivities in \'Va~hington, D.C. in a manner th~H i~ appwpria te ro rhc s tatus and dignity o f 

these activities, while enhancing Washington's role as one of the grea t capi tals of the world . 

W:1shington, D.C. is one o f rhe 

wor ld's most 

d iplo mllric cemers. 

importan l 

There. ~re 

191 countrie~ in the world, and 

the Un ited States maint;un:: 

diploma tic rcl:ll"ions with 18(1 of 

them, and wi th masn· 

in rem:.tional organiz:. tio ns. O ne hund rt·d si:\ fl ' 

nine of -rhosc countrie~ have foreign mis~ion s in 

\'Vashington. These missions ;uc vital ro dH:: 

Uni 1ed Snnes governmen t in H~s i sring ir to managC' 

diplomatic relations with interm1tional ins rirurions, 

o rg;u"ti::-.ations, ;md ~tates. Foreign mi~sions hc.:lp 

promote peace and st;lbili ty, and bring n;mom 

together 1·o address globnl ch:1llengcs. 

T be Foreign 1\Iissions and l nre rnacional Org~1nization~ 

Element of the Comp.rehcnSi\'C Plan prov ide:;~~ policy 

framework for the U.S. ro fu lfill its inrcm;1rio nal 

oblig~uion to ass1~t foreign gov t•rnment~ and 

in ternatio n:d orgHnizations in o b taining ~uit" ble 

locations. ·n1is in turn cn~ures cfficienr func t io ni11g of 

diplomatic and international actjvities. The clemenl 

:1lso i.ndudes policies ro ensure th>ll foreign mi~sion~ 

:tcknow\eclge the prestigious nanm.: o f the diplomatic 

mission , conrribute to the beauty of the ciry, ;111d 

reinforce the unigue chamcrcci~ tics of \XI:~shingron's 

neighborhoods. 

N ATIO NAL CAPITAl 

. ·\n imporrm11 component in rhe accommodMion o f 

fon:ign nussions in the n;~tion'~ capit;~l is rhe treaty 

oblig:-uions of the Uni ted SH11es. The Vienna 

Convcn rio n o n Diploma1ic Relation~ oblig:~tes t·he 

u.s. governmenl ro ;~ssist ro,:eigu governmenrs in 

obt;~ining $uitahlc faciliues tor diplomMic missions. 

The Convenljon ::.latcs th ;t t the host cmmtry can 

either "f<~cili rate the actjuiwion on irs territory . .. by 

lhc sending Slate of prcmi~cs nccess:ILT fo r its 

mis~ion" or a$sisr in "obtaining accornrnodarjon.s in 

some Olhcr war." 

"ll1e Foreign ;\[is~ion~ ~ \c t of 1982 reaffirm~ tbe 

ftrk:l:;~l gm·ernment's jnri$dicrjon over the opcrarion 

o( fo re ign mi~sions and inrcrnarion:U or~niz~1tions 

i_n rht' Unircd States. I t enunci;~tes the policy to 

~upport and fac ilitate the secure and efficie nt 

opecmion o f U.S. mi~sions abroad and of foreign 

mission~ :1nd inrematiom1l organizations in tbe 

Unired St;ltes. 

To t nsure reciproc}\ 1 accommodat io ns in foreign 

countries, the Act csrllblished the Office of Foreign 

o\lissions wi thin rhc Departmen t ofSrare ro review 

;llld contrnl the operatio ns of foreig n mission~ in 

the Uni ted Stares. Tt empowet·~ the Secrel'llt")' of 

St;IIC to se1 forth the mechanism and cri t cri;~ 

rela ting ro the loca tion of fo reign missions in the 

Dis I ric r of Columbia. 
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Foreign missions occupy buildings of all sizes, shapes, and 

ages. Some are housed in former residential row houses or 

mansions, while many are in custom-designed buildings. 

Others lease space in commercial office buildings. The 

facilities which house diplomatic functions-office space 

whe.re the diplomatic mission is conducted, and the residence 

of the ambassador- are commonly referred to as embassies. 

To differentiate the functions that typically occur in these 

facilities, however, different designations have been given to 

different types of buildings: chanceries, chancery annexes, and 

ambassadors' residences. The is the principal office of 

a foreign mission used for diplomatic purposes. A chancery 

a11nex is used for diplomatic purposes in support of the 

mission, such as cultural or military attaches, or consular 

operations. An ambassador's re.ndence is the official home of the 

ambassador or the chief of mission. Many foreign missions in 
Washington occupy chanceries, chancery annexes, and 

ambassadors' residences in more than one location. 

Collectively and individually, these buildings contribute to the 

vibrancy and diversity o f Washington's neighborhoods and add 

significantly to the visual interest and character of the city. 

Chanceries are accommodated in 
a variety of building types and on 
many different tot sizes 

Chanceries of Estonia, Brazil, 
Mexico, and the Philippines 

The Economic and Fiscal 
Impact of Fore.ign Missions 
on the Nation's Capital . 

1he 169 for~ missiOJls in tlae llistrict ef 

Columbia repiesent th~ wo~ld's m~ox fOUOtries, 

and 'vith few exceptions are t11ose countries 

largest missions. Even though foreign missions 

by themselves are not major generators of 

economic activity, they ba'l>'e l!1l cc<;>.nomic f0l!'<'C 

far exceeding their measurable. beneftts: "in 

addiribn m their djrect and in.di.rect Sj)e:mding, 

they .represent a critical <:Otnpon.ent of the 

iutemational business indust:Ly which aonually 
totals an estimated $10.4 billion .in direct 

spending in the District of Colu.rnbia. The 

continued growth and ,>ttaJity of the city's 

lllteroat:ional business indusuy is closely tied to 

maintaining its dominant position as t4e 'Power 
center among wo,rld capitals, gener-ating 

couot.ty-to-country business opponucities, and 

attracting visitors seeking inaividual or mriltiple­

count.ry meetings. 

• F'Oreign missions employ nearly 10,000 
workers in tl1e District ofCo1umbiar with 
an annual pa~-.:oll close to $300 million. 

• Consumer spending by foreign mission 
employees is estimated to total O\>er $32 
million annually. 

• Non-payroll spending by foreign missions 
is estimated at over $258 million annual~'· 

.Forelgu mi.$SlOllS :mract a large V'olwne of. 
day visitors :tnd bnsu1ess visitors staying 
ovemigbt·, spending over $183 million 
annually Oll lodging, food, and shoppi~1g. 

'The District collects almost $24 million 
annua,Uy from taxes gene.ratecl by tbe 
office space leased by foreign rrussioo.s :tl'ld 
the rental homes leased in the city by 
foreign mission employees. 

Soon:~: ·n,., l;'conomic ~·id I' ~!<Cal Lnt~t <>fl'on:ij,'T'I 

Nllss•>os oo th~ N:1t1on's Copitll, Dr. Stephen Fuller.. :t~ 

NAtiONAl CAP1TAL PLANNJNG COM M fSSfON 
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Some counrrics m:tJntHJn Lmircd diplom:1 1it: 

esr:1bli~hmenr~ m \V:~~hingwn . with only the 

minimal sta ff needed to maint:tin cliploma ric 

relations. Others h:we tlltire exremivc at:tiviric~. :tnd 

employ hundreds of people to work in specialized 

office.~ wirh pllrt.icular ftmction~. For ex;~mple, 

several fnrcign missions mainn1in rrade offices ro 
encourage the import :md e xporr of goods to ami 

from their COlliltries, lind mm1 y mission~ h:t\'C offices 

fo r military liaisons to the U.S. D eparrmcnt of 

Defense. Jn rotal. the diplo m11tic and inre marion;Jl 

community in Washingron employs :1lmo~1 10,000 
peo ple, ;llld is a formid able economic fo rce in the 

District of Columhi:1. 

Tn recen1 decades the nature of inrcrnmional 

diplomacy bas shifted. 1 n addirion lo polir·ic:1l 

rel:uioMhips, economic and cnltuml rcl:uionshtps 

haYe rnken on ;tdded significance. Th.i ~ c xpallSion of 

diploma ric funcnons has resulted in a commCJIStWHe 

shif1 in foreign mission facili tie~. w1th buiklings 

incre<Jsi.ngly used to signify the imponancc rht· 

country pl:u:es in irs relatioM with irs ho~t and how 

others view them. 

In ~ddition to their tmdirional function as place~ of 

negotiatio n, ch;lnccries h:tve becom e h ~·brid 

insrirutions rhat acr as comnmnication ,·chJClc~ fo r 

rheir countries. lncreasinglr, foreign missions use 
thei r ch:111cery faciliti e$ HS event ~p<~Ce$ to foster 

inre rgo vc mmc nral rela tions nl rhe poli ricll. 

economic and cultural Je\·el. 'U:<ing rhe power o f 

archrtccrure to convey :1 message in a way th<rt 

spoken :1nd wrirrcn wo rds cannot, many chanceries 

now host culrural evenrs $uch a~ art exhibits, 

concerrs, ;\nd films, or sponso r special eYents to 

incre:tse awareness of tJ1eir country and promote 

tmcle and romism. These new progr:um ofren result 

in the need for larger buildings. specialized space, and 

increased pnd,ing requiremen ts. In addition, increased 

sectu:iry reguireme.ms h1nre become :1 coHsidcnltion 1n 

ch ancery devclopmen t. 

Chancery of Italy 

Foreign Missions S ince 1983 

In 1 'l83, when 1 he 1:orcig n i\fissions ;111d 
lnrc rnation:d O rga ni /.a rions E leme nt of the 

Comprehensive Plan wa~ l;.rsl upd:~tcd, there were 

13:'> foreign mi:;sions in Washingt<>n. D.C. In rhe 

pa~ t 20 years rhe number of missions has increased 

br 27 percent, 10 169, ~•n avcr~gc of almost 2 new 

missions each ye;lr. 110\vever, the rare ar which ne\\' 

fo reig n mrssrons have es rablishcd o ffices in 

\Washington has not increased evenly over the ~·e~trs. 

For c..x;~mple. \V:rshingtou became host 10 seven1l 

new foreign mjssions nfrcr the dismh11ion of the 

former Sm·icr Union ;lnd rhc Etll o f the 1 ron 

Cu rr;un. The rem ;rining new foreig n mrs~ions 111 

\\'ashingron <>ccuued :rs 01her counrrie~ csrahbshecl 

thplom~uic ries with the U.S., o r rclocattcl rhcir 

pnm}1 ry missio ns to \'\fashingron from New \'Qrk. 

Tn (C JH3 fo rc.ign mi~sions occupied 375 ,;cparatt 

faciliries. Today, the 169 countries with foreign 

mi:;sions in Wa~hingron o ccupr 48:'> f;1cilirrcs, 

incltJCiing chanceries. ch;~ncer}' a nnexes, ;~nd 

amhass:~dors' residence~. \Vhile mosr chancery 

Erci litics ;~re. owned by IJ1e COtJ ntrie~ lh:lt occupy 

them, several missions lease space, rypic:tlly floors or 

suires in office buildings, and sometimes in small 

commercial buildings or freestanding srrucnrre$. In 

2002. 152 foreign m.i~sions owned lhe facilities in 

which their principal ch:1ncerics were locared, whiJe 

17 mi~sions occupied le;r~ed sp;lce. 

FOR EIGN MISSCONS 1 ORAFT-MARCH 2004 
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WHERE FOREIGN MISSIONS CAN LOCATE 

• Malter of Right 

• Other areas where chanceries can locale 

Where Foreign Missions Can Locate 

The Foreign 1\Ji~sion~ .·\cl of 1982 csn1 bli~hed 

procedures and Clireri;l go,·e rning tht loc;Hion. 

replacement, or expan::ion or chanccnc~ in lhc 

DistliCt of Columbia. Tht· .-\ct idcntific.~ areas where 
chanceries m:~y locate without regulmory rc,·iew, and 

those ;u·c11s where foreign mission:< clln lnn11e :-ubjec1 

to disnpprtmll by rhc Distticr of Columbia Board of 

Zorung . \dj11stment. 

The :-~reas where ch:mcerie:< m~y locate without 

regulatory review are referred to as marrer-o f-right . . \ 

m.nter-of-cighr area means thar :1 foreig11 1nis~ion may 

locate a d1;u1ee.ry in such a.rca witho111 i1 being ~ubicct 

ro rc,•iew by the Board of Zoning :\dju~tmcnr. 

1\J:mer-of-tight areas arc rhose :~ rcas in the Distric t o f 

Cohu11bia zoned commercial. industrial, waterfronr. or 

mixed use. These ;Heas arc presellt in 

;~II quadmnts of the ciry, with rhe single 

largest contiguous ;~ rca emanating from the 

central bu~nes$ d istrict. From lhis core, several 
marrc:or-of-righr ~ rca~ ex1cnd ourward along major 

a\'enucs of the city. In addition. lmgc mfl rtcr-of-righr 

area!> Me locared south of rhe Nation~! ?I·Irul ;111d e:1st 
of 1hc .\m1msti;1 Rivcr. 

Other :1 rcas in rhc Di~1ric:r where chanceries can 

loc;ue ~ub jcc l to disapproval by thc District of 

C:olnmbi:1 Tioard of Zoning Adjustment include 

arc:1s zoned medium-high den$iry residential, high 

demity remknrial, special purpose, and diplomatic 

.-\!though also loc:~~cd in ;~IJ quadrants o( the 

District, rhese :1reas are primarily loca ted in 

Norrhwcsi :111d Northeagt \'V'ashington . 

NATIONAl CAPIT4L PL A NNING COMMtSSION 



W11ere Foreign Missions Have Locateti 

Currently, :~II chmlCC'Jjel' 111 W:1~hington, D.C. ;~re 

locmed in the Northwe~t tlwtdJ~tnt of the Di~1ricr, with 

the majority located in the area bounded hy I 6th Stn.:et 

on the ea~r and \'\'i~coa::in . \venue on the wc::t. \\'ithin 

that ;trea, rhe K:tloram:l I !eights neighborhood i~ home 

to S1 d1;\ncccic:t, more rh;u1 lillY other neighborhood 111 

rhc city, and the adjm:cnt Dupont Cirde neighborhood 

cont;tin~ :18, the second greatest number. 

In 1968 the lntermu)onal Center .-\ct cst:tbli::hed " -P­

acre enclave known ;JS rhe Jntern;u'ionnl Ch;mccry 

Center, \vhcrc foreign mission~ ka~c l:tnd from tht U.S. 

govemmcnr. · 1'11is encla\'C provides low-co~ I federal 

hu1d t h:tr ha~ allowed foretgn mission~ rn :woiJ 

protntcred negoti;trions and regulatory rev1t:w 
somcrimcs encountered \vhcn fo1:cign rnisstons iuitiall~­

loc:~re, relocme. or e..'Xp;md their facilities em priv:th.: land 

in rbc Disrricr of Columbia. 

There were origiJJall~· 2:1 parcels ancl a la~:ge lot for an 

intemariomtl org:111iz:1tion when l:md fir~t bc~:amc: 

avaihrhle for foreign mi:>::ion ugc: ar rbe lntcm;rtiomtl 

Ch;rnccry Center. Since then, ~event! lot~ have been 

combined, and all the Jo1~ have been lca~ed. Sixteen 

chanceries hll\-e been consrrucred. and the: cenrer will 

contain IS mi:;$ions when th(' finn ) two d1:u1eerics nrc 

completed. Tn addition, rhe Dep~trrment ofSmre ha~ :t 

fedentl office building on one of the lor:; to prm~de 

service~ to the occupants of the center. 

Chancery locations 
All chanceries are located in the 
northwest quadrant of the city 

Foreign Missions Location Decisions 

\ largt: number of chanct·rie:: ;rre located in the 

~onhwest quadrant of the cit)' due to hisroric 

d~·\·clopmcnt pattern$, ;1\·ru.labiliry of blUldings :~nd 

land, proximity to government office~ and other 

ch;tnccrie~, ;mel Comprehen~ive Plan policies rhar 

cncomaged chanccrie~ ro locate in Nord1wcst D.C. 

1-li.rlori~· Pallr:m.r. The hisroric partern of 

chmJCcries kH.:aring in rhc Northwest qlmdr:mt of the 

ciry came earlr m rhe diplom:Hic hisrory of 

Washing-ton. 'Jl1e fi r:>t foreign mis~ions in tl1c city 

were ne:tr the \Xlltite House, and as ourlying area$ of 

till' city bec;une fas hion:tblc- and incre:~~ingl)' 

lll'hanized-foreign mis::ions followed. The first 

cotlcentrati.on of foreign missions in \'X/;1shingrcu1 
occttrred in rhc vicinity of Mcti<.lmn I Till PMk, and by 

th{· I 920,.; 1 6rh Street was referred ro as Emb;lS$)' 

Row. I [owc,·er. during rhe dcprcs~ion yc)lrs m:my 

of the A"r<lnd home~ in rhc are>l northwest of 

Duponr Circle bccltmc v;tcant and were bought hr 
furcip.n ruis, inn~ that wanred to rsntblish thei r 

presence in :1 St)'lish neighborhood. By rhc end of 

thc J<J.'\ns i\ l:t:>s:tchusetrs .\venue from Scol'l Circle 

to \Visconsi n . \ \Tnttc had become the new 

l·:mh-.tssr Row . . \s the United States bec;u11e ;tn 

international power :tnd \'\1i!shington became an 

incre:rsingly impMtant diplomatic center, more and 

more foreign mi>sions clustered ;trmtnd this arcil, 

:tntl its dcsirnbi lity continues co this day. 

F O RE I GN MISS I ONS, DRA F T -MA R CH 2004 
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_/ 1vai/ab/e Bui!ditlg.c i\Ianr chancery fndirie~ an: 

located in former p1ivarc homes. :\s h~rgc pri\';l!c 

homes becnmc avnilable throughom the 20rh ~,;en tur~·, 

foreign mis~ion~ purch:1sed <llld occupwd them .. \~ 

foreign mi%io ns moved in to lnrgcr tltt·ilir ie~. new 

mi~sion~ csrablishing or incre:t~ing their diplomatic 

presenct: often reoccupied the~e former rc~idenccs. 

A11aila/?le L.t~fl{/. .·\ 1 r hough recent ch:1 nct·rT 

construction h;~s dispersed to :trcas such :ts thc 

Pennsylntni:t .-\,'etlltC corridor and Georgetown, for 

many years rhe avnibbiliry of large lots :.long the 

i\fassachw:e tr ~ .~venue corridor has :tllowcu rlw 

constr\H.:tion of new ch;1n ccry facditics th:rt 

accommodate a variery o( funcrions and uses. T his 

has contributed to the eYo lution of adjaceJII 

residential neighborhoods into mixed-usc <~rc:ts. 

Pro:,:imi(y to Go?J(Jrnment Ojjit-e.r attd Q!l,<lr 
Cbana;rie.r. . \ ~ im:rellsing numbers of chanceties 

clustered in one quadrant of the citr, the desir:tbility of 

loc;~ti.ng ch;mcc.ries nen or in the cluster increased. 

111c ch;mlcter of the neighborhood and the pr<·stige of 

the ncarb)' fore1gn missions added ro the dcsirt: to 

locate in these areas. In audition, chanceries in rhl· 

Norrhwcsr <1uadrm11 of the city o ften locnted in 

proximity to rhe Dcp:-rrtmenr of State, wuh easy :-rcu:ss 

ro other goYernmenr functions loc:~ rcd :~ round 1 he 

,\ [omunen tal Core. 

Fonner ComprebmriL'IJ Pla11 Po/ide.r. The 
Foreign i\lission:~ and lnrernation;~l Organiza t ion~ 

Element of the Comprehensive Plan ;~doptcd in l 983 
encouraged foreign migsions ro locate or rcrain rhcrr 

ch:tncerr facilitic~ in 1 orthwest· \Xlashingron. \'1/hilr.: 

acknowledging rh11r chancene~ could locme UJ maner­

of-right :md other arc:ts o f the city, the ;~doptcd 

policie$ sough t to protect the urtiL]Ue d urntt:rer created 

by the concentnll ion of charlCCiics in Northwest. 

O ther policies encouraged chance1T faci lities to locate 

on Pennsylv:tnia -\ t·enue N\\; in order ro promote the 

redeYclopmcnt of downtown, and ro locate in the 

lnrernarioual Chancen· Center. Colkctively. the~c 

policieg continued rhe hi!'toric pattern of chancery 

dc,·eJopmenr in Northwc:>i \Vashington. D.C. 

NATtONAL C~PilA l 

Future Demand 

The greatest dem~nd for new chancery facilities will 

likely be from existing foreign mis~ions th;tt expand "~ 

1 her increase 1 heir presence ~rnd the sen'ices they 

perform. l n ;tddition. several cotmttics that do not 

<:tHTcntly h:1Ye diplom:tric rel~rions with rhe U.S. can be 

c:-;pe:-n cd to establish rni~sions in \V';-tslungron. ·n,e 
cr>untric:- rh:t r house their prim~t·y diplomatic missions 

rn the U.S. in New '{ork m:ty also choose to open 

chancetic$ in the c:1piral. ,-\nd, as new countries arc 

crc;trcd over rime, it is likely t'lu1t they too may e~rablish 

dir)lom;ll.ic rcbuions \vith rhe U.S. 

Trends nf the p:tsl twenry years suggest rh:-rt loc;rtions for 

as many as I 00 new and relocated chanceries mar h;-tve ro 

he found in the rlC:\1 twenry-five vears. '1 his cm~d require 

1 ht· ident.ific;ttion of fou r ro five ch:mcety sires per ye:~r. 

I ;o rty-e~ghr ch;utceties reloc:ned within the Nation's 

C tpit;tl 111 the htsl twcru~· yc;t rs, and if this trend 

continues, ,;omc 60 chanceties will [eloc;rtc by 2030. In 

ltddinon, ;lpproxim;rrcly 40 new foreign missions coukl 

locarc new ch;mceries in the District. Nor all of rhesc 

chancctics ''~11 rCtjuire new ~i res-some ''~ll buy or lc.:llsc 

existing foreign mi$sion f:tcil iries, while others may btty or 

lease orhc.r exisring buildin~. However, the recen1 uencl 
has been row:trd r1cw construction of l ~ rger f:rcilities on 

large lor~. both on private!)· owned land :~nd u1 rl1e 

ln tcrna~i0nal Chancery C.cnter .. \ sa r<::;ult. there m:~y be 

a reyUtrement to identify a signific:tnt number of 

huiltlinp,$ and sires for rhcs<::: hHure chanceries. 

Chancery of Germany 

PlANNING CO M MI S S ION 



Future Building Requirements 

In recent yt•ar~. over rwo dn;.en fort:ign cotan ttic~ h;t\'(' 
builr new chan(:etY f:tcilitics. Ten lmgc. distincnn~ 

faolicics h;tvc been buill on prom111Cnt. bu~!· ~trcct ~. 

1\!ost of dtesc ch;tnccties arc ~tm1d-;done. muhi-u~c 

buildings that have underground g<tmge parkmg and 

increasingly sopbisric;tted ~ecmiry. 

In addition ro prominent new con~rruc1ion, three o ther 

panerns of chancery devclopmenr have cmergcd. 
Scvct~tl COlU1ttic,; ha,·c rehabilitated pre~t.igious h.i$toric 
snucrures, otltt:rs h~ve moved into chmKcry buildings 
vac;lted :ts other coun11ies h;~ve mo,·ed out, ;111d ,;event! 

have btsed sp;tcc in commerci;tl office build in".-:; . 

I~a~ed on ch;mcerr dcvelopm<:n l over the pa~t rwenry 
years, moH lorcign missions occupying new buildings 
in rhe future ,,;n likely choo:;e one of 1 he loll owing 

types of srructures fo r their chancery facilities: 

rownhouse-type, attached stn.tctures: mid-ri~<.: or high­

tis<' buildings lldjacenr to olltt:r ~trucrmcs; and 

detached. Stllnd-;tlone lmild.ing~. 

Chanceries on loth Street NW 

Future Land Requirements 

I .ot ~i:r.e~ '"-ill eli ITer with c\ldt v:tri~ttion of 1 he projected 

btulding rypcs. but it i~ anticipated thm rhe pace at which 
larger lot ~i7.t:S :trt' requi_reJ 111a}' increa~c in the funtrc. 

I .mger dt;tncetics thm hou$e a multitude of ftu1Cdons, 

increa:;<'cl parking requirements for employees, visitor~. 

and guc·sts ''trending special events, rtnd incre:tsed 
security requircmcnrs rhat neccssitare larger building 
~<:tb:tcks will incrcasinglr clominare. land rcc1uiremcnrs 

and require larger p:ll'cels. The :~v;tilability of sire.~ rhar 

met·r rhe needs of foreign rnissions \\oi thin rraditionlll 
dtplomatic areas is increasingly limircd, and the 
llliCrnarional Chancery Ccnrer has no ava.ilable sire.~ for 
dtllnccry development. .-\ lrhough developmenr 

opporrunirit:s in zoned diplomatic distncrs are avrulablc 
in orher part:; of the citv, development sites in proximity 

10 exisnng tliplom:1ric enclaves f.11l outside the current 

:r.oned diplomatic di~1ric1. Therefore, l!ddirional 

tlc\·clopmcnl opporrunirie~ in areas 7.0ned for chancery 

u~e may be nx1uircd for rhe funtre loc:trion oi chanccties 

within rhc Na6on'~ Capital, ;md ir may be ncCC$Sary for 

fore.ig11 missions ro look beyond tradiriomtl diplomMic 

cnchwes. Tn addition, it may be ncces~ary to cSI'\tbli~h 

new forctgt1 mi$sions ccnrer de,·dopment areas. 

f:OREIGN MISSIONS, DRAFT -MARCH 2004 
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POLICIES FOR CHANCERIES 

P R OG RAMMATIC POLICIES 
Context 

Sevcr:-tl planning challenges h;wc emerged rhat ha\'c 

engaged rellrCSCI1t;ldveg of foreign missions, ci ii~Cn~, 

and fedcml nnd local government offic ials in 

discw>sions re?,:.u:di,1g ft•rure chancerY dcvdopmt•nr 

arc;1:;. .\mong 1hese ch;lllenges i$ 1he need to cn~nn: 

thar adequate areas arc ;1n1ilahle in 1he D1stri<.:l or 
Columbi;l for chancery dcvclopmt•nl, Hml 1ha1 fu111r~ 

chancery dcvclopmcnr is comp:1tibk with adjan:nl 

neighborhood uses. 

. \s the se<tl of our nation'~ gm·cmmenr ;md <1~ an 

impor1:111t diplomlll'ic cent·cr, i1 1s imponant 1h:H fulllrc 

development opportuniri t·s :1rc :lnlilablc for lll'W 

ch<~nccrics in rhc Disrric1 or Columbia :;o rh a1 

foreign mission~ willno1 h;~\·c to rdoc:11c outside 1hc 

Programmatic 
PolideJ 

The federal government should: 

l><>undaric.;s of the Nnrion's (H pit:ll. This presen1s the 

du:~l challenge of identifying ar<:<IS thar are appropriate 

for ch;lncery devdopmcnr and finding loc:~ri on!" t.har 

;trc: """ilablc in both the short-and long-term future. 

These arc.;:~s nn1sr meet the criteria of fore ign missions 

;lnd the plnnning objcc rive~ or the.; fcdcrlll :~ nd local 

govt:mment. O ne of rhesto· criteri;t is ro bal:111ce the 

operntiomtl needs of foreign mi ssions :tgainst 

rcv1ral i:t.;11ion and economic dc,·clnpment go)lls of 

ft'clt·ral and local pl~nner:>. 1 tis Cl]Ually important thar 

f't11ure chanccry development occurs in neigh borhoods 

\\'here chan cer)' funcrions arc compatible wi rh 

adjm;enl h1nd uses, and whC'rc fon•jgn missions can 

<.:on rribmc 1'0 the vi lm1nl' life o f rh~! N}llion's C:~pi wl. 

1. Encourage all chanceries, combined chancery/ambassadors' residences, and chancery 
annexes to locate in owned or leased facilities in the District of Columbia as the established 
seat of the federa l government. 

2. Identify areas appropriate for the future location of foreign missions in the nation's capital. 

Foreign missions are encouraged to: 

1. S1te chanceries so that they satisfy their operational requirements as well as applicable 
requirements of the Department of State to further the efficient conduct of relations between 
the United States and other nations. 

2. Site chanceries so that they add visual interest and character, contribute to cultural life, and 
promote diverse and lively communrlies. 

NATIONAL CAPIT A L PLANNI'I G CO M MISS I ON 



Chanctries in the Shrl'idatrKalorama 
neighborhood 

Chancery of the United Arab 
Emirates In the International 
Chancery Center 

LOCATION POLICIES 
Cnnlt::,;l 
Define a New Otplornatu~ District 

. \~ rhc munbcr nf ch.tnu·ncs 111 \\ .t~lttn~ron in~:n.;;t;nl 

rhmughour the rwcnrr~· rh u.ntul'\. dtfli-renl rcgulawn 

mcch;tnt~m; \H'r" lll<Htt'll rn )!tmk dunn:ry locatton 

dtcr,lon~ (. ~ n run<, ho\\ c\ u, rhl functmu nf 

torttgn mtsl'ton~ dtn r,.,tfil·d, .tml 'ooal ;tnJ 

rcdtnologtcal 1<h .tnu mull; nc;ncd bnd u~l 

rncomp:urhrhnc- m "omc ol thl· ncrp.hhorhood!- 111 

wluch chanccn~ o~rc loc11cd. 

i 

I 
~ 

\~a !l'~\llr of rhc an:tlr-·~ .tccomplt~hnl Ill support or 1,::':,: 

rhc l .'orcign i\fi~~ion.; ,\r t of 19H:!," mcrhotlology wa" 

de' doped tn 19H1 ro dt•l(•nninl· 1 ht mosr appropriate 

:trc:t~ for ch:m~:cncs ro loc:tlc, borh a~ a matter of nghr \ 

;u1d subtccr ro dl~appr<mtl h) rhc Dro:rncr of Columhta ~ 

Bo:ml of Zomng \drtNmt:nr The mt•thodolo~. l 
:~ppmpn.uc ar the umc, ~.;n~;ourago.;J chAnct:m.."l' 111 

loc;uc tn low and mt:dtmn dutsm· rc~dennal at\ 

block~. or '\yuan.::;" 111 \\htth one rhml 01 more of rht 

.~rea '" ul'ed for office. commcrc••tl, or od1cr non 

rC~IdCJlU:t) U~~. Jlo\\'C\'l'f, :t COtl'iCltUC..'IlCl: of tht• 

"slju:trc h\··~<Jll:lrC" dcrcnnuuuon ha~ been an 

ttnannoparcd ultrctS(: tn rhc numlx·r of chmlct'nb> on 

ccrt:ttn ~1uarcs thar h:ts nppcd rhe balam:c of rlu: 

st)lttre from n;)Oidenn.tl 10 non rc~tdt·nn.tl usc ;tnd ha~ 

dt,proponton.ud,· tmpacrnl rc~H.Icnual nct~hhot 

hood~. 

i 
~ 

I 

i 

In ~mtll\W'' \'\'a,hrngwn. 'cnt.ll largt. chancel:) 

t:tttltrrt·' have ll<:cn h1Uh on la"!-!c lnh 111 re'>rJcmial 

.trt.:.t' l '111!-( rht.:!>C lor' for ch.tnc:Ln Jt•n.:lopment has 

ptn ludnl rht.:rr tt''tdcnual "'t, ami ·'' fewer of these 

lor.. .Itt' '" ;ttlahlc rhnt.: j, k:;s opporttullll for new 

, ~ 'ldl'ttllal dt·\-clopmull In .HIJ111on. ~evcr.tl 

rt'"tdntll.tlllllil' han: h<.·t·n t.:OtlH'I rtd rn chancery usc. 

Btt'.lttst· ch:mct·n~ arc C'S(.·nn.tlh an offin· u<c, rht. 

rl·,uh h,t, h<.·t:n ;1 dc<.s<.l't' in rht percentage· of 
rc,tdutll.tl 1uur~. \\lm.h h,t, Lhangc..J rhL c.hatacrcr of 

qum nughlxnhnmb. \lso, smnt ch.nlCcl'\· "ecm:il) 

tl'ttutrullUll' .uc ut~:omp;lltbk· wuh rt"<tdcnulll ul'c~. 

;snd t hallc.t'l\ usc m :-.c1ml' tt•srdtnu.rl nctp,h horhood~ 

rc·mm·cs on slt't'CI p:u·ktn~ I rom ~ll't•cr:. \Vhcrc pnrking 

• ~ :tlrt·ady dtrficult. 

11" l'l''-lllt ha,. hct'll thnt rhcsc ;srt·ltmm·d nppnrmn1tic~ 

los dt.mnnc' tn loc.lll sn s()mt tradinonal dsplomaoc 

t.nd.l\ ~·,of rht· Dtsrm:t. l'hcsc hmH.tltons ~ulrcd rn 

th(' IKt·d l(l ICCXamtnt t:'\l~lltlg llCI~hborhood 

~omp.trththrr. .tttah-;rc the.· ;1\·.ulahthry of «utrahlc 

th.llll.t'l'\ lc>t..llton'>, as:-css rht cfft:t:ll\cncss of curn:nr 

tt').'l.tl.tlon prot:cs:-cs, and dcrcnmnc tf adJu~rmenrs or 

tt\ tsron~ ro rill tnnc.-d Jtplnmauc c.hsrm.r an: ncccssmy. 
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Foreign Missions in the D istrict 

of Columbia- Future Locatio n 

Analy sis 

The 2003 National Capital "EI~ming Commission's 

Fort(VJ' Mis.ri1111.< i11 the. Di.rtrid of Cohtmbio-.F!IITII'e 
utatio11 Anolpi.r study ideo rifted pot~:ntial ru:ca~ in 
the Di.<ttrict where future chancery development 
could fi1ltill the needs of foreign cnissiOJJS while 
advnncing fedt-ml and District planning objecciv~. 
This srudy also advanced rhc th<:mcs ami policies of 
ExtmrliT'!, tbe LlgOfY chat encout-agc fo(eign mi~~ions 
and intcm:nional organi?-atioos to coarribure ro the 
city's n:vita1i7.ation. 

·nu: .FniTm Locttlion A11nb•ris study evaluated existing 
and potencial areas appwpri:ttt~ for the location of 
foreign missions facilities. in all qllatkan~ of the city. 
Future pote•ltial chanccty dc:velopmenr areas were: 
identified by mapping vacious criteria, including 
locations whc(C chanccLit:F ace allowed to locate 
ll1ldcr the Forcjgn J\,[is:;ions t\ct of ·1982. cxiHing 
and proposed land uses, case of acce~s, 

d<.'Vclopmcot opportunirie~, and conJpliancc with 
fcdcml and Di~tdct planning initiatives. 

111 ~dditicm I<> identifying opportunity areas for 
futtm: chancery development, the srudy also made 
the fo.llowing rcc('mmendations: 

• The N<ttional Capital Plauni t t~ 
Commissioo_. in collaboration with the U.S. 
Del'artment of State >lad the Disrrict of 
Colombia government, should undertal<e n 

tc~sibility smdy f<>r a new foreign mi$sion:: 
ccnrcr. 

• D.i!:tJict of Columbia zoning regulations 
c9uld be revi$cd ro redefine a diplot11~tic 

distdct in a w:~y that creates more <>pportunities 
tiu foreign mi~sions to locate io the nation's 
ca1'ital, whil<:: discouraging additional 
chanceries 111 l.o\v-dcn~iry residential 
neighborhoods. These revisions would 
require the collaboration of the Naripoal 
Capital Planning Comm~ssion, tbc U.S. 
Department of State, the District of Colurnbia 
Zoning Commis:;ioo, and the District of 
Columbia govcrnmcor. 

• The: Di~trict of Columbia govccomc.nt slwuld 
identify and evaluate additional ru:eas where 
c.haoccrics could locate \vithout Boartl of 

N A T I O N A L CAPITAl 

To hdr adju~r the imbHlance th<H has rest~red from the 1983 

mctlwdology <tnd adopted zoning regulations, and ro ensure 

rhc a,·ailabiliry oi' lldequare chllnC<::ty development :treas, ihe 

1-fm:!!!." .Hi.(oirJII.•· i11 tbe O!Jttid b( Colt~mbiti-FiJI~trc Location 

/l""~:•'l:' ~ rudr presents an alternative ro the diplom:~tic district 

thHI can provide grc:trcr dati~', flexibility, and su:; t:~inability for 

decision m:1kcrs in the chancc1y ~iting process. 

ll1c new ;~nalysis reinterprets r.hc :\ct <lfid would simplify its 

applicarion ro existing zonjng dcsigmtions and land uses, and 

permit more predicrabilir~'· Bccllusc tJ1js new amtlysis would 

accommotlatc zoning changes over rune, ir would be 

Sl.ISI<tin;~blc over the ye<tr~. 

·111c intcqm::l:uion of the f'orcip,11 J\li~sions ;\cr of 1982 that 

dcte.nnuws whcxc ch:tnccric:; m;~y locate subJeCt to d.is;~pproval 

by tht· Disrrict of Columbia Bo:u·d of loning . \djusrmenr 

cmtld he clutnged in three impoL1:lll t ways: 

• l ipdart the cxist1ng m;tppcd diplom:uic <~r~s. reOctting 

tlllTCIH comp;ttible hmd usc~. 

• Discontinue u~e of the 1983 merhodology 10 detcnrune if 

n ~qwtre is ;tpproptimt- for ch;~ncet-y development. 1111~ 

methodology idenrifie~ squares in which 011e-thttd or 

more of the ~qunxe is used for office. commcrci\1l. or other 

non-residential uses, qualifying them as <1ppropri~re 

chanccrr lncttions. Discontinumg use of rhis 

methodology supports rhe objective of limiting ch;mccries 

in predommantly re~iden IJaJ areas. 

• ldCJltifr additional arc.ts where chancccics 111<1)' locare 

without Bo;lrd of 7.oning ~ \djustmeD r cc\·iew. 

The ;...l;1tionnl Capil\11 Pb11111ing Commission IS now 

workir1g jointly with the U.S. Dep:trrmenr of Sr~tc and the 

Di~ 1ri..:t oi' Cohunhia governmen1 ro ensure: rhat zoning 

reguhHIOn and map revisions reAecr areas idenr1fied as 

}1ppropti<ttt: for accommocbtting foreign missions now and 

in the future. 

PlANNING CO M MISS ION 



Promote New Chancery 
Development Areas 

The l"tJINre Lomlion /lnak.•i·· srud) ;~]so rt·commcnd~.:d 

seven1l area~ in the Di~rrict o f Columbia rllilt could 

:1ccommodate fnn1re chancery den~lopmcnt. A \':1ilable 

both now and under longer- term redc\·elopmC'nt 

sccnmios, thc:;e are:1s have hmd u~es comparibk \vi th 

chancct} de\rclopmrnr, adcq\l:He land for a v:mct~ of 

ch:1ncery size:;, :md potential rcden :lopme.Jll <~nd reuse 

opporruniric~. Thc$C nrcas offc·r prommcnr ,-ire$ th:ll 

c:~n :~ccot11Jnoda re the prestigious nature of rht· 

diplomat-ic mis~ioll, and meet the pl<~nning ohjcoin:s 

of the local and federal grwemment. These area~ :m: 

c;~sily :1ccc.ssible by multiple mode:: of trlln~powllion, 

often promote hi~to1jc pre~crvarion ;md :1daprivc rcu::e, 

and can ~ [re.Jigt hen rhe image and ch:mtcrer of rhc 

c:tpi tal. In some :1reas, promoting ch:uJCcry 

development eneoumges foreign m.issions to locme in 

;1reas of rhc Disnicr rh:tr h:tn· no r tradirion:illy been 

considered fo r rhis rype of ;~cli\·ity. 1 n or her arc:r:<, 

chancery use tn <l) <rlrcadr he pre~cnr. ~nd 1 he liu·rhcr 

devclopmenr of <.: h n nccrit·~ C<ln s1rcngr hcn 

neighborhood redevelopment goal:<. 

Neighborhood:: rhar offer sigmficmr opportllnirie:' fo r 

indi\·-idu:~l chancc1y J cvdopmcn r include ('~lahlishcd 

development arcils along the 16rh Srrcer <.:orridoc, and 

rhe Sour h C:1pirol Sr rccr conidor. inclltdjng ~om c.: 

_ \nacosti<l waterfront rcckvdopmcnr ;m~as. 

Vacant former Italian 
Chancery on 16th Street 

16/b Jlree/ Cnrrid01: Charac1cnzed by irs mix o f 

hou..-ing alrcmarivcs and commercial lind rctilil 

bu~ in c.:s~<':<, public 1 r:tnsporr:nion access, and dose 

pro~imity ro downtown and exisrin g foreign 

1111:;~ions, the 16r h Sr rcer corrido r rh rough rhe 

Columbi<l J !eights. , \d:um i\IorgHn ;lnd iVfr. Pleasant 

n<·rghhorhood~ offer opporruniries now for infill 

dc.:n·lopmcnr, adaprive reuse, and brrge lo r 

dc \·dopmcn r for lht: location of new chanceries . 

. \ It hough thest• area:: have suffered from a period o f 

econom1c decline, foreign mission~ ha\'e long 

omunraincd a presence 111 rhese neighborhoods. This 

is a positive inclicaror of rhc po~sibili l)· of this 

corridor ro rcwrgc :1s '' diplom:~tic ccnrcr, while 
m:1in t;lln1ng comparibili1·y wirh rhe m1x of 

neighborhood land \ISC~. ru ttll'e Ch:lnCery 

de\'l· lopmtnr in rhe corridor could euhance the 

ongrHng econo mic rcdcvelopmcn r of the 

11<·igh lw rhoods. Developmenr p:1rcels in:~ variety of 

si;.cs arc :waih1ble 1h ~ t meet chancery crire1i:1, :md 

prom inent L'Enf:t nt streets borh promorc the 

dignity of' rhe diplom;llic mission :u1d rem force loc:tl 

and federal planning ohjcctii'CS. 
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J mtlh ( tJf>iltJ! . ~1m: I ( onidm: 11tc :-;ouch 
C.:1puol ~rn·c;c C.orndo1, 1 ht: ad,accnr Sourhl'.l~l 

l·cdcc~l Culler. . aml poucnn~ of chc . \ n:ltOl-11.1 

R.J,·cr waccrfronc h:I\'C t':!\et•llenc poccnll:~l for 

clunc;cn· <kH·Iopnu;lll Ill lht long tc·mt l'ctkl.tl.md 

lot.;\ I reuc\ elopmt:nl pbns prm-ide a \lllllJllt' 

oppmt\11111~ fw dt \'dopmcnc 10 che~ mcxcd ll'l 

.ere;~~. I .<tml ~~ '" .ulabk for IK"\\ Jcn·lopmcnt .md 

reu~c opporru111rct~ wuh riH· pu~tnu:tl feu hcgh 

nl'chJIJt~. pmmutcnu. and prc~tig~.:. Sc\ ctal 

locallCHll' tn rlu .. ar<·n ot t<.:1 ~.:xccpnomtl <.Jc,·clop1m·nt 
oppnnuncuc~. ~uch .1s t>ornm;tc . \\·cnue :md Sourh 

C.1picol Srrccl l ll'<ll' 1hc \m1ro~cia River, and Nl'w 

lcr~t·,· .\\'cnuc, :1nd all of 1hcm offer alw prom1H nl 

m1xcd-u~t: dc\'clopmcna 1 h;u is comprmhlc wu h 

dMnccnc~. 

Prop<l't·J rcdcnlnpmtnl pl;llll' for Rt·$t:f\',llllll1 I\ 

offer ~omc npporcunlllt·~ lm rhc den·lopmt·nl of 

chanccnt~ m a maxt·d u't dt·,·dopmcnr char \\ 1ll .t!'o(, 
mcludc htalth cat<: l':tuhlll·~. nfticc~. rcs1Jcnaul ;uc.t~. 

and rccrcanonal lat·tllltn. I ndtnuual rcdcn·lopmnH 

lot~ on the nt'\\ c:!\lnl~l<lll of ~las~.tdtusells \\·cnut· 

,,,u pw\ tdl pwmtnnll lot':lltmb 1ha1 mcl'l <.hamt·n 

uncria :,Ill) hue hll lnc1l and fcJcral pl.ullllllt: 

Ullllilll\ C" 

E~1<1hllslt New Foreign 
Mcsscons Centers 
'Jiw .llliKtpatcd UCnl:llld for :Ill li\'Cragc of four 01 

li\ c Ill'\\ l hanrcn ~~~<-~ \\II hill chc Disrricr of 

C olumbia c;teh n.tr, 1hc h111kl-mn of the cx.isnng 

lllll' lll.lllon:tl Ch·utct n· <.cnrt r, .md mcrca~rng 

pm .lit' ~~.uoc land and Jc,·elopment costs 

tkmon~II.UC aht need to plan anJ c~t:thlish one or 

moe< addnaomtl forctgn ma~~10n~ cenlcrs ro assiSt 111 

1hc ;tu.:ommod:nton of tH'W :111d cxpnndmg forctgn 

1111~!-IO!ll\. \ hagh dcn~ll\ ccnrcr with urlmn 

ch:lracacraslltS tnt..orporallng a combimuion of 

.llt.u.ht•d 1ownhousl' '"Pt chanceries :mtl mid-anu 

htgh mt' :-lmll\lll~ could ht• dcvclopl'tl al scvcr;~l 

'ctlt·s a larg1.. ,~,,,Jc n 'tliCt could accommodate 

>t·n r:1l donn dt:tmt•m·' 111 one location and 

.tu•lmmcxl:ut· H'\'<.r.JI ~c.uo; nl demand, whrlc one or 

mort. ~mallcr et:ntt.rs th;ll tnultl accommodate a 

lo\n r numhu of chann·m·, wouiJ offer gcogrnph1c 

da'p<.t saon and a ~lwrrt·• umt hon;.on. Ideally, nc\li 

forugn mt~SIOib u·nru ~ would he dcYelopcJ on 

l.uHl tltM ~~ .tl~t·.~th owned hy the feder:1l 

t'O\ lllltnl'lll llo\\'l'n:t, forctS.(ll mrssmns cen1cr~ 

tould .tl~• lx. huah on p11"111.:h owned hmd m Ot:\\ 

du dopmulh, ~uml:tr cu rhc.: llt\\' Swnhsh t:hancc~. 

'dmh \\111 ka~ 'P·'n fmm .1 pm-;uc owner. 



Foreign missions 0111 be c:xpccrcd ro rdoe<Hl' rlwir 

(;hancc.rics to a new foreign mi~$ion~ ccnt·l·r for 

seYcral reasons: inccn rives, such a~ Jowl'!' land 

cost~ : a wide rang<.: of office sp;lcc al terna ti\'t:s: 

office sp<1cc rhar is <lppropri;lf~· for ch;~nccry usc: 

increased secu rity rcquiremenrs: pm);rmir,· to 

other chanceries, llnd ;1mcni1ies rhar sern : the 

diplomatic communiry. 

J m·e nliz,tu. . \ r rhe exisring r nrerna l iomll 

Chancery Cen ter foreign mi~sions lease land <I I a 

favor<lble nne. The lease price for the land was 

determined by I he ~ize 0 f I he property :111d I he 
commcnsumre co~r of bt1ilding rhc infras rrm:rurc 

necessary 10 snpporr the f11cilir)·· :\ lrhough ir is 

unlikely rlun the same low-cos r lease rates could he 

offered in ll new foreign mi~sioM center, ir is 

ant:iciplltcd that land acqui~irion co~rs would be 

mo re favorable rlum in the open market. 

C?//ife Jpare /lllernaliJ'C.I. Several chanceries 

currently occupy small build ings or offi<.:c spau: in 

commercial huildmgs. ~en:ral chancctic~ hltVt: 

mon~d from ~mall faciliric~ to larger faciljric~ as 

rheir mts~ion~ c=-p:111d <111d rhc r;mg<: nf sc rvt<.:cs 

rbey provide increase~. The demand for '';trying 

:::pflcc rcqutr(:mcnrs over nmc would be mer tn " 

foreign missions <.:enter thai <.:onrains :1 wid <.: range 

of buiklings :1vaih1blc ro foreign missiOns for 

shorter b1sc periods rhan is current!)" :t\·ail:lhlt . 

.• 1ppropriale qj/ta' J paL"e. \.han<.:c ry pit)(;<: 

:::pace in <t ccnrer c:111 also ful fi II the nnittuc 

requirement~ of rhc diplotn<Hic commun11~ 

wirhour the need for expensive renm·;nion. and 

"~thout ncgarivdr ;~((ce r ing rhc ch<~r:t<.:tcr of tht· 

neighborhood. This might mean rhe construcrion 

of facilities with tncrc<t~ed ~ccurity and privacy 

requirements, o r p:1rking rCtjuircmenrs approp riate 

ro rhe vehicular rn1rt1c a chan<.:ery may be cxpecrcd 

tO getlCiiliC. 

S e,·uri(Y. lt mlt}' be ca~icr ro control a<.:<.:ess and 

provide tncre:1scd security ro chfln<.:erics located in 

:t fore ign mis$ions center. ln addition, f;~cili ric:-. 

bu.ilr exclusively f()r chancery usc can he buil t to 

accommotbtrt! increased secu riry s tltnd:tak 

Pmximi()'. . \s was demonstrated by the success 
of rht· l nrernation:11 C:hanccrr Cenrer, proximiry ro 

other foreign mjssion~ m~r crt'a tc !,>!Ca ter demand 

ro rclocarc, and ltdd ro the pres tige of a foreign 

missiom ccnrer llddress. 

,' lrm:m/it•J. :\ l:t rgc concenrr:ttion of chanceries 

i~ li ke ! ~· to r<:<tuire amenities necessary to support 

rhc drplomaric t·omnnmity, such as rcsr::lltranrs, 

housing, rcrai l, <uld back-offt<.:e function:;. .\s a 

fore ign misswns (;t:n rcr i~ developed r he~e 

;lmcnirics ;ue likely ro lo<.:are in rhe vicinir y. 

ln the forcsecllbic future rhe prime development 

}trca for a brge-scale foreign rnisstons center rs the 

LI.S. Soldiers' ;~ml . \ i.rmen's Home. Sm:11l-scalt: 

fcm·ign trussions center dcvclopme.nr sites include 

rlw South Capiro! Strccr C<>rridor and rhe :\nacostia 

!liver watcrCront rcdevclopmcnl areas. Roth of rhese 

ll i'Clls could ;1ccommod:tte c<::nrers de,·eloped by rhe 

govcrnmcn l or by puhlic-privare partnerships. 
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USSAH campus lind to be 

Location 
PolideJ 
Foreign miss1ons are encouraged to: 

[ 1.J. So!tlien' ond / 1irmen'.r /lome. The U.S. 

Soldier~ ' and . \ inncn':; I lome (USS.·\ll) is a campus­

like litcili ry that inclucJeg hou~ing and ;~menitics for 

milir;tn· \'CICntns. To achieve rhe pritmtry gonl of 

providing rc~tdcnt services. the USS. \ H is pnr~uing 

t't'vcnuc-gcncrating devclopmenr to cnJ1ancc irs long­

term financi~l \·iabiliry. Twc:n ry acre~ of undeveloped 

l:tnd in r he :;olt l hcastern corner of r he main campus arc 

<.:urrcntlr proposed for new development. . \ n 

addirion:tl adjaccnr 25 to 30 acres ~trc avaihtble for 

dcYelopmcnl ;~nd would exceed the rcc1uircrncnrs for a 

furur-c ron·ign misswns ctnrer. This would mee t rhe 

financi:tl g0:tls presnibccl by rhe USS,\H and could be 

implcmcnrcd 111 the ncar to mid-range fururc. 

j'rmlb Capitol Jtree/ Corridrn: In addition to the 

pott:nti:tl lor individual clmm:cry development, rhe Sourh 

Capi rol Sr rcc 1 Corridor and r he . \na<.:osrra River 

Wlltcrlront h;~vc ;tdeljU:tle development opportllllirics for 

a rorcign missions ccnl'cr. . \ foreign tnis~ions cen tl:r in 

1 hi ~ loca 110 11 <.:(Jlrld r<tngc from a $111~tll center 

acxommothwng three or four ch~t.nccrics to a larger 

center with ~ do7.en or more chatKCJies. Private sire 

deH:lopmctl t opponunitics offer significant polcnti:tl for 

rhc dc,·clopmcnr of small foreign missions renters on 

\';tctnt :tnd unde.nuilizcd properties in r·he~c :trcas ;rnd 

ak1ng r he prop0$Cd exren:'ion of ;\Iass;1Ch userrs :\venue 

lo ilK· \nac.:osti:t River. 

1. Locate chanceries within the diplomatic districts of the 16th Street corridor and the 
adjacent Columbia Heights. Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant neighborhoods. 

2. Locate chanceries within the diplomatic districts of the South Capitol Street Corridor and 
adjacent Anacostia waterfront development areas in the Southwest and Southeast 
quadrants of the District. 

The federal government is encouraged to: 

1. Give priority consideration for the location of a new foreign missions center at the U.S. 
Soldiers' and Airmen's Horne. 

2 Give priority consideration for the location of a new foreign missions center in the South 

Capitol Street corridor. 

N ATI ON Al CAPITAL PLANNING CONI MISSION 



S ITING POLIC IES 

Context 
f7oreign missions 111 rhc Narion's Capi ral make 

their chancery sir ing decisiom for a varicr-y 0 r 
reasons, including proximity ro other foreig11 

missions ;md govem men r o fl'icc~. neighborhood 

chantcrcr, <~cccss, cost, and secu ri tr rcqui rem en rs. 

Feclcr:tl :md local planners in \Vashington lwve the 

tuuquc n.:sponsibiliry of balancing rhe needs oF 
fo reign missions wirh rhe responsibility or ordcJ·h· 

growi11 :111d dt'Yelopmeni of rhc commun iry. 

Consisrcncy with federal and Districr phmn ing 

inirj;ni,•cs and compli:tm:e with Ccdcr;t] and local phu1s 

and re!,rttlnrions nre p timary critena guiding planners' 

decisions. Some of r hcsc criteri:t include histotic 

preservation and rc,·i ralizarion goals rhar musr be 

bahmccd :lg:tinsl rhe 11ceds of tht: fo rti~1 missions. 

Other crirecia include wmsport:t tion go:tls. histone 

preservMion guidelines, ;tnd rhe clc~in: ro prorccr rht: 

Siting 
Polide.r 
Foreign missions are encouraged to: 

Land Use and Zoning 

untt1ue char:Ktt·r of the city established by the 1 7~)1 

I.T\nf:tnl Ph1r1. Togerher, rhcse crirerill form a 

complcmcnlaJ')' set of guiding principles from which 

the mosr· dcsintblc loc;ttion" c~n be recommended for 

furun: chancery de,·elopmenr. 

The followi ng policies provide genentl guidance in 

rt'sponsc.: ro rhc identi fi ed ncc.:ds of foreign 

mis~wns :Uld ensure fo re ign m i ss ion~ locare 

ch:tnccries in ~ way thar enhances the untque 

LJ\tltli ries or the nation's C:tpit:ll. \Xfhcn llCW 

ch:tnccric~ :tre hui lr o r fore1gn mjssions relocate to 

other [:tcili ties. these policies should be applied to 

t·nstll't' tha t chancery development is compatible 

wilh lht: ncighbmhood :1nd tha r rlw integrity of 

rcsidtn ria I nci~h horhoods is main rained. 

1. Locate their chancery facilities in areas where adjacent existing and proposed land use tS 

compatible (e.g., office, commercial, and mixed use), giving special care to protecting 

residential areas. 

2. Ensure that chancery locations are compatible with existing or proposed zoning, giving 

special care to protecting the integrity of residential areas. 
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Urban Design 

1. Protect the continuity of the street system of the l'Enfant Plan. and promote structures and 

landscaping that enhance and preserve the histone street network of the l'Enfant Plan and 

McM1IIan Plan. 

2. Preserve and enhance the urban spaces, circles. squares, and plazas generated by the 

L'Enfant Plan and McMillan Plan and the unique v1ews and vistas of the nation's capital. 

3. Promote buildings and landscaping that reflect the symbolic Importance of a world capital 

by upholding the h1stonc legacy of Washmgton. D.C .. and ensure that fore1gn missions 

fac1lit1es are consistent w1tll the grandeur of a great world capital. 

4. Construct and maintain chanceries that complement or reflect neighboring bui ldmgs. and 

promote physical landscapes that fit w1thin the surroundmg built environment. 

5. Ensure that the height, size. and spaual orientation of chancenes are consistent w1th the 

character of the nation's cap1tal and the particular locality. 

6. Construct and maintain buildings and landscapes that demonstrate an appreciation of the 

architectural style and landscape of the surroundmg environs while representing the finest 

architectural thought of the corresponding nat1on. 

Histone Preservation 

1. Locate in local and federal histone districts to help protect the integrity of the district. 

2. Occupy, rehabilitate. or adapt1vely reuse h1stonc structures with histone quahues whether 

or not the structure is listed 1n a local or federal h1stonc register. and whether or not it is 

located in a local or federal historic district. 

3. Ensure that new or altered chancenes in histone districts and new or altered chanceries 

adjacent to historic facilities are sensitive to the character of the d1strict or the structure. 

4. Protect and enhance h1stonc landscapes, and ensure development adjacent to such 

landscapes promotes the protect1on and 1ntegnty of the landscape. 
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Access 

1. Locate facilities such that unfettered access is possible by different transportation modes, 

including walking. public transportation. and automobile. 

2. Ensure vehicular access from major thoroughfares and avoid the use of secondary and 

tertiary streets that may be unable to accommodate elevated traffic levels and that may 

encourage vehicular traffic incompatible with neighborhood uses. 

3. Provide pedestrian access. and offer safe, clean and pleasant environments for 

pedestrians that include sidewalks and other amenities. 

4. Provide adequate off-street parking that accommodates employees. visitors, and special 

event participants. 

Open Space and Parkland 

1. Preserve existing open space and parkland. 

2. Enhance and make accessible open space or parldand. mcluding waterfront locations. 

when chanceries are located adjacent to it. 

3. Construct landscapes that promote a beautiful and healthy environment by preserving the 

tree canopy and avoiding the destruction of mature trees. 
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POL ICIES FOR 
AMBASSADORS ' 
RES IDENCES 
Cou/e.\."1 
Commcnsumtc with the inc.:reas~.: in forcig11 mis~ion~ 

in \V'ashingron, D.C., rht· number nf amba~s;rJors' 

residences has also increased. Since I <)8;), 20 new 

;unbas!inclors' residences were c~tahlished. increasu1g 

tlw total to 165 offimrl residences in the region from 

1-'IS. Like mosr chancery facilincs. mo~t 

:~mbas~adors' residences :w.: under rhc ownership of 

rhe country th;H occupies them. One IHu1drcd 

rwenry of the rcsidencc·s nrc in the District of 

Columbia, 3S :He in rhe i\[;uyland ~uburhs, :1nd 1(1 

arc in rhc lorrhcrn \ ' irgmi:r suhnrhs immcdiatc:h 

outside rhe Disrrict. 

Ambassadors' Residences 

Polide.r 
Foreign missions are encouraged to: 

Residence of the Ambassador of F ranee 

( )vn rhc nexr 20 years, the number of new 

;rmhass<rJMs' residences establi~hccl in the Narion;rl 

Capual Region ts expected to be the same as the 

number of !~>reign countries th;rt establish new 

li1reign mt~stons. \'\ 'hile the majority of residences 

;rrc expected to locarc in the Di~rrict of Columbia. 

~ome arc expected to locate in the Marylm1d llncl 

\ ' irgini<r ~uburhs of \~/;rshingron. 

In rhe Dh:rrict of Columhi;r, zoning reguhHions are 

applied to <l rnb;rssadors' residences just as they are to 

ot her residence$. Therefore, ;unbassador~· 

residences :rrc permitted to locate in all areas of the 

Dim·ict of Columbta cxccp1 llrcas zoned industri:tl. 

1. Locate ambassadors' residences, as the official home of the ambassadors or heads of 
foreign mrssions. in the Drstnct of Columbia as the established seat of the federal 
government 

2. Locate ambassadors' residences in all areas where residential uses are permitted within 
the District of Columbia. in all quadrants of the city. 

The Secretary of State is encouraged to: 

1. Ensure that ambassadors' residences are used and maintained in accordance wrth the 
procedures established in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and other laws 
and agreements. 
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POLICIES FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Conte.\.·t 

International o1:ganiz;1tions perform. a wide range 

of functions :md :1ctivi1ies in the: ::-.l;ttiomd Capital 

Region. ln 1 98~ there were 23 mrermnional 

org;miza tions loca1cd 111 the region; i11 2002 rhnc 

were ~8. :\Io$1 inrcrn:~~jomt l organizarion~ ;m: 

locau::d in the do wntown office districl, parricularly 
in the area west of the \\lhire Hou~e. l'roximiry 10 

the St:~rc Deparrmenr, 1hc Trca~ury Drp:Hrmcnr 

and other internatiom1l activ i ri c~ ha~ been :1 kt:Y 

f:tctor in rhc ~itc ~elec tion or inlcrnalional 

organiz:nio ns. Since 1983 the re ha$ also been a 

significanl increase in rhc number nf employee:'. to 

20.077 in 2002 from 11.-en. 

;\l oH internatiomd organizatio ns pn: fe r high­

den~ity office and mixed- u~c :t rca~ that ;1re 

conventenl to federal office~ ;Hld o ther 

organizatioM i!nd foreign missions wirh which I hey 

inte ract, and the majority of the organizations 

occupy le<~sed office ~p:~cc. \X 'hilc n:ttional 

International O rgan izations 
PolicieJ' 

The Organization of American States 

~ym i )Clli sm ·~ nor ;t f:1ctor for internarional 
org;~ nt%:tll ons, rbe location and dcsi&m of 

mternarion;~l orgllnit:;ttions' facil i1ics C}ll1 increase 

public HWH rcness of rhe org;~nization . . \dditionally, 

intcrmttional organiz;~tions can corHrihutc to the 

n~u;ll appc;~r;J ncc of rhc n;~tion' s capital by 
m;tin t<tining nnd rcsro 1ing his to tic :-:1 rucrurcs and 

loc:ttmg on rhe his rotic stree t ne two rk of the 

L'Enf:lnt Plan and ;\Jci\ ullan Plan. 

Unde r the Fon:ign !\ fissions • \ cr, the Secrct:~ ry of 

Srarc may ex tend l'ltc relevRo t provisions of the . \cr 

10 ;ul inrcrnacional o rgllnization. ln rh;u event, the 

references to chanceries in the pre<:cdi.ng policies 

would also apply to the offices of rh~ll inrcmarional 

orgnnizarion. \Xfhcn subjc<:r r.o the , \<:r, inrernational 

org;mizations ;~re perrnmed ro locare in areas zoned 

waterfro nt, mixed use and commerciaL \'lfhen nor 

subll'<: t ro the _ \ct, internarional org:mizations arc 

regarded as o ffices. 

International organizations in the National Capital Region are encouraged to: 

1. Locate their principal offices in the District of Columbia, as the established seat of 

the federal government 

2. Locate 111 a manner that permits the activities they house to function efficiently and 

to be compatible with the land uses surrounding them. 
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INSTITUTIONAL USES (SQUARES 
AND BOUNDARIES NOT DEFINED) 

American University 

Boys Club of Washington 

Catholic Sisters College 

Catholic University 

Columbia Hospital for Women 

Dum barton Oaks 

Franciscan Manastery 

Gallaudet Univer.sity 

Georgetown University 

Greater S.E. Community Hospital 

Hadley Memorial Hospital 

ZONING 
COMMISSION 

ORDER NO. ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
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INSTITUTIONAL USES (SQUARES 
.AND RQIJNDARJES NOT DEFINED) 

Hillwood Estate 

Holy Cross Academy 

Holy Name College 

Hospital for Sick Children 

Howard University (Main Campus) 

Howard University (Dunbarton Campus) 

LisnerHome 

Mount Vemon College 

National Chtldrens Center 

National Lutheran Home 

Presbyterian Home 
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