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Ms. ~I Mitten. r.hAir 
Zon ng Commission 
Ofti. ~a of ZoniDg 
441 ~lb Street, NW, 210.8 
Was rlngton, DC 20002 

J•ax ~o.: 202,-727-6072 

2tMW228108 

May 1,2005 

Refe ence: Takoma Neighborhood Commcrclal OVerlay District. (!lise No. 04-16 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 
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I've · ~ .tlu.ng time tor tbe commercial district of Takoma to look aood. so I want to 
be su -c that l.b" revitalization is done right. That's why I want the height limit for new 
build ngs in the oornruen;hd zone to stay at !»0' and the setback fium the Btleet to be at 
least IS' to the streetwall or lhe new bUildings. AuythiDg taller than that is too 1a11. and 
.Anyt~ ins closer to ~ atrcot iban tbat doQn" L look good. It feels too squeezed, atld it 
doesr 'tallow enough FOOD\ for two ptdrs offiiencls tO pass each other going in opposite 
direc1 ions without having to go ai.ng)c file. 

I wan · the Old Takoma busine8s cliatriot to be a vilnut, wdcomlng and fun place to go to 
and " alk around.. If' the .zidewalks are wide eaou;h Cu wmt\m:ably walk along With 
famil· and friends and wide ennugb. so that pedestrians do NOT ted tou Wl,ngerously 
close o passing cars, trucb and buses and their exhaust fUmes, 1hat will help make rhis a 
walb :de community. 

As fot the SO' limit, one of the thing.lfl that Takoma is kDoWD for is low 'b\lildin&zt. The 
bigheJ the bwldings. the more you feel hemmed in by hrick RDd mortar, concrete and 
steel. SO' is already higher than nearly any building here except tbe new ones aroUdd the 
Metro station. Taller buildmgs dun't feel like Takoma. and still taller bw1dings would 
feel e' en less so. lbey make as less unique and more like any other place. And that puts 
us on he road to "no place', tbat anyone would go out of there way to visit or shop in. 

Sincetely, I 
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