
Mas. Ouol Mitte11, Chair 
Zonins Commiaaion 
Oftice ofZoniu& 
441 4a Street, NW, 21~ 
Wasbingtcm. DC 20002 

Fax No.: 202-n'/.60'12 
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May 1,2005 

Referenee~ Talcnma Neighborhood Commercial OVerlay Dls1rlet Case No. 04-16 

Dear Ms. Mitte.a.: 
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I've waiTed a long time fbr the CXJ.IIIIJICmUJ disbict ofTIIIwma 1o luuk. guod. w I wlllll. 1u 
be sure 1bat the revitalizadon is done rigbL Thai." a why I want tho hei&bt Umlt fot new 
buildi.uas h1 the COIII11lCn:ial zone to atay at 50' and tho setback ftom the stKct to be at 
lout 15' to the strcctwaJI of tho ncw buildinp. ADythias tDilw than that is too tall, aliA 
8ll)1hiDg oloscr to the a11eet thaD that doesll"t look good. It feels too squeezed, aad it 
doesn't allow enough room lor two pairs offiiads to pass each other going in opposite 
dheotions wilhout haviag to so aingle file. 

I waut the Old Takoma busiaess district to be a Vl"bnmt, welcombJs 8lld fim place to so to 
and walk around. If the sidewalks are wide e110ugb to comfurtabl)' walk along with 
family ad frieDds BDd wide enough RO 11u11: pedemians do NOT ftleJ. too dangerously 
close to passing La'S, tnldcs and huReR and their exJumst fbmes, tbat wm be1p mako tbis a 
walkable comnumity. 

AJI fnr the sot limit,. ODe otdle lblnp tluB Takoma ts 1aJown for Is low buildings. The 
hlaher the buUcUngs, lbe more you feel hemmed in by briuk. &mel mvrtllr, wllQ'Oio aud 
111dsL so• i.8 a1rcad.y JUahcr' thaD Dearly any btlildiD& hoto oxccpt the new ones GI'01DJd tbe 
Metro station. Tallm- build:iDp don't feel Uk.c Takoma, ad Btill1allcr builctiDp would 
feel OWII less SO. 'Ihoy maJc.o US Jess uaique and IliON )ike any other p)ace. ADcl that puts 
us on tho road to -no place" that anyone would 10 out of there way to visit or shop iD. 
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Ms. Carol Mittcm, Chair 
Zoning Commiscioa 
Oftiee of~i. 
441 4111 Ntreet, NW. 210-8 
WasblnlroD. DC 20002 

Fax No.: 202·727-6072 

t- HX NU. : ~ f ttl.b 1 ':*lid 

May 1,200S 

lbW=na:e: Takoma Noigbborbood CoJnmeiQal Overlay Distr.iGt, Case No. 04-16 

Dear Ma. Miu.m: 
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I'vo waitvd a 1cmg time for the oommeroial distriet of Takoma to look good, so I want to 
be sure that the revitali?atjon is doDe right. That's why I waut the heiabt limit for new 
buildings in 1he COIIIIII8I'Cial zone t.o stay at SO' au4 the setback tiom tbe st1eet to be at 
least 15' to the streetwaU of the new build.iuss. ~ 1aller 1ban that is too hill~ add 
anythius closer to ibe street than that doesn"t look good. It feels tDo squeezed, 8Dd i1 
doesn"t allow enotlsfl mom for two pairs offi.iencls to pass each Other aoJDg In opposite 
dU'eCtions without baviDg lO go slnale file. 

I wam the Old Takoma busJness diStrict to be a vibnmt, 'MkxmiDg mal t~m.Pbu: 1.o go lu 
and waDt around. Itlhe sldewalb are wide euough to wmfurlabb wallllooa wid1 
Camily and fi:iaacb aud w.ide enough ao that pc:dostriaDS do NOT feel too ~ 
ul~MJ to passhJ& can, tr:uok8 aud buses ad their exhaust fl1mos, 1hal wW holp ma'ke ibis a 
walkablo ClOIIl1ll1IDity. 

AB for the 50' limit, ODe of tho thiDgs that Takoma is known for is low bUJldinp. The 
hip the builctinp, tho 11101'0 you feel hemmed m by brick ra:ul mortar, coacrete and 
smol. SO' is already hishet thaD Dearly any builclills here ea:ept tbe aew oues around the 
Metro ststioza. Taller boDdinp don"t teel Hke T•koma. aDd sh1J 'biDer hufldinp wnuld 
feel even less so. They m.ake us less 1mique and liiOJ8 Hke BDJ odler pJaco. ADd dull putS 
us on the road to "Do plaee37 tbat anynne would go out of there way to Yisil or shop iD. 
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Ms. Carol Mitten. Chair 
Zoning Commission 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW, 210-S 
Washington, DC 20002 

Fax No.: 202-727-6072 

April 30, 2005 

Reference: Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District, Case No. 04-16 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 
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I support keeping the SO' limit for new buildings in the proposed commercial Overlay 
Zone of Takoma DC. SS' is too high, and it's much higher than any of the other 
buildings here. The two new buildings around the Takoma Metro are about SO' high. 
These give us a point of comparison. The buildings around them are lower, and are no 
more than 3 stories high. The current height limit for buildings in the C-2-A zone is SO'. 
That's high enough for Takoma. 

Also, the 15' setback from the street is better than the 1 3' that the Office of Planning 
proposes. Our streets and sidewalks are too narrow for these tall buldings. Most of our 
old stores and the Theatre are set back far from the street. The old stores on Fourth Street 
are just one story tall, so the sidewalk feels wide enough, and it seems far enough away 
from the passing cars end buses because ~ are usually parked between the sidewalk 
and the traffic. 

I hope that the Zoning Commission understands that we want a safe, attractive and 
inviting commercial area where people will come to buy things in new stores that will 
open as well as those already here. That's why I want to keep the height limit at 50' and 
require the setback from the street to the streetwall to be at least 15'. 

Sincerely, K#)!ttft.El:N C~tb~AL.'-
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Ms. Carol Mitten, Chair 
Zoning Commission 
Office of Zoning 
4414th Street, NW, 210-S 
Washington, DC 20002 

Fax No.: 202-727-6072 

05102/05 101 &Sam p. 001 

April 30, 2005 

Reference: Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District, Case No. 04-16 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

I support keeping the SO' limit for new buildings in the proposed commercial Overlay 
Zone of Takoma DC. 55' is too high, and it's much higher than any of the other 
buildings here. The two new buildings around the Takoma Metro are about SO' high. 
These give us a point of comparison. The buildings around them are lower, and are no 
more than 3 stories high. The current height limit for buildings in the C-2-A zone is 50'. 
That's high enough for Takoma. 

Also, the 15' setback from the street is better than the 13' that the Office of Planning 
proposes. Our streets and sidewalks are too narrow for these tall buldings. Most of our 
old stores and the Theatre are set back far from the street. The old stores on Fourth Street 
are just one story tall, so the sidewalk feels wide enough, and it seems far enough away 
from the passing cars and buses because cars are usually parked between the sidewalk 
and the traffic. 

I hope that the Zoning Commission understands that we want a safe, attractive and 
inviting commercial area where people will come to buy things in new stores that will 
open as well as those already here. That's why I want to keep the height limit at SO' and 
require the setback from the street to the streetwall to be at least 15'. 

Sincerely, 

ffi~~~~ 
Kevin & Anne Costello 
6910 8th Street NW 
Washington DC 20012 
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Ms Carol Mttten. Clwr 
Zoning Commission 
Office ofZorung 
441 4lh Street, NW, 210-S 
Washington, DC 20002 

Fax No .. 202-727-6072 

2D:P' '?23-2825 

April30, 2005 

Reference- Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District, Case No 04-16 

Dear Ms Mitten· 
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I support keepmg the SO' limit for new buildings in the proposed commercial Overlay 
Zone ofTakoma DC. 55' is too high1 and it's much higher than any ofthe other 
buildings here. The two new budd1ngs around the Takoma Metro are about 50' htgh. 
These give us a point ofcompanson The buildings around them are lower, and are no 
more than 3 stories high The current he1ght limit for buildings in the C-2-A zone is SO'. 
That's high enough for Takoma 

Also, the 15' setback from the street is better than the 13' that the Office ofPlanning 
proposes Our streets and sidewalks are too narrow for these tall buldmgs. Most of our 
old stores and the Theatre are set back tar from the street The old stores on Fourth Street 
are just one story tall, so the sidewalk feels wide enough, and it seems far enough away 
from the passmg cars and buses because cars are usually parked between the sidewalk 
and the traffic 

I hope that the Zoning Commission understands that we want a safe, attractive and 
inviting commercial area where people wlll come to buy things in new stores that w1ll 
open as well as those already here That's why 1 want to keep the height limit at 50? and 
require the setback from the street to the streetwall to be at least 1 s· 

Sincerely, 
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