
RE TAKOMAOVERLAYZONE 

Dear Ms Mitten 

I hve at ~100,4th Street, NW m Takoma, DC I am wntmg to express my concerns wtth the 
development around the Takoma Metro station 

A couple of years agp when Dtstnct planners began meeting ,wtth area iestdent to discuss "smart, 
growth" around·the Takoma Metro station, I WJ:lS relteved to see that there were plans to, budd 
restdentlal (loustng and commercial development , Havilig_bought my, house m DC m 1997, ~ 
wefcomed the,ihoughtof anyt;Jung that would economtcally benefi~ the area-i was tired 'ofpickmg 
up crack bagS and broken bottles in front of· my hQuse I fan~tzed about bemg'able to walk up the 
str~-to e:at in a decent restaurant or, grab a inorning bagel and a~ good cup of coffee. Ahh-sweet 
middle 'class normalcy 

I welcomed the Takoma Hous~ Coop and was thnlled to see groun4breakmg on the commerctall 
housmg,developments neXt to the T&koma Metro. ,But I 'also now know what Ifs liketo.Qrive up 
to Stlver~Spnng and Witness the Vrrgmta-bke traffic 'umt spawns traffic cops m parkmg lots, there 
stmply to keep fist fights and fender benders from happenmg I DQ N9T WANT THIS IN MY 
NEIGHBORHOOD I am not convmced that further plans to ~evelop more htgh density hoitsmg 

... .., \ ( 

,~d co~er~Ial develop~ent around "~e M~o ~11 bene~t anyone I~ ~s,;~, I ~ not want 
·"smart growth" to become a eupht~ for overcrowded'lngh density development that m the end, 
benefits the,developers and the' City's coffers at the expense of our, commumty. 

Trame _cong~tion dir~tly impacts q~ality oflife. I _moved to this neighborhood so I· could walk 
to a vtllage as a waY to condu~t my dally b"9Smess Wh(m people vtstt ~e the first thmg I show them 
m the area Is ~h¥mmg _downtOwn Takoma The park in front,oft!J.e Metro With ip; sweeJ?mg-lawn 
stgnals that Uu~ 1s an urban, comniumty some how &r~Y from' the fray. It~~ 11oihmg le~s than'a 
'symbol 9f our tdentrty Our brand Do not take that frOm us In helpmg ;us to helP',T.aJcoma grow, 
hsten to the VOiceS of people who ~this COmmUhlty for what It ISn't as· much as what lt is. 
Takoma IS not about .,eing bke eve~here else Don't pave our paradiSe to put up your parkmg 
lot · 
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