
C! OF TAKOMA FffiK 

Of(ioe of the City Council 

TaJep.I!Dne; 1301) 891·7100 
Pax: 1301) 27o-8794 

March 9, ~005 

carol J. Mitten, Chairperson 
D.C. Zoning CommiS$ion 
-44l4th Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 South 
Washington, o.c. 20001 

Dear Ms. Mitten, 
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I was IntereSted to learn about the OC planning prcqss underway that will affed: the Takoma 
DC commercial area and T~koma Park resldentS neat the boundary wfth De. I appreciate that 
this overlay zone Is based on recommendatiOn$ in the June 2002 Takoma Central Dlstric;t Plan. 
The City Of Takoma Park was Invited to participate in the review of th~t document by former 
ANC Sara Green and the City Coundl prQVtded comments and recomtnendatfons after heating 
from our residents. We subsequently coll~botat:ed with the DC government to fund and cany 
OtJt the Takoma Transpo~tion Study. Glven this recent working relationship between Qur two 
jurisdictions, I want to provide my comme!nts on the latest prQposal that wUJ have shared 
impacts on Takoma Park, Maryland. 

The provisions of the ovenay zone appear to advan~ the pedestrfan·orien~, nelghborhOQd 
retail feel desirable to the community. It specifies that new deve.lopment or addltiQn$ to 
buildings require a 13' sidewalk width, retail on the first floor of mixed use buildings, and a 
maximum helght There are $Ome aspects of the proposal that will ~ve a direct Impact on 
residents on the Maryland side of the Metro trackS. One Is that re$1dentlal development Is 
enco1,1raged rn the area to support neighborhood retail and the other Is that certain buildings 
may be up to 55 feet high {4 to s stories). However, without the overlay zone, the existing 
provisions would qllow uses and site designs that are not desirable. 

My one concern will possibly be addressed in other levels of review for proposed de\telopm_ents. 
It pertains to the trcmsitJon from commerdal properties thi!t abut residential properties. I 
believe there needs to be a stepprng down in height, as well ~s landscape b~rtng to lessen 
the Impact of commerdal development on residential areas. Unfortunately, the proposed 
overlay zone does not spedfy the appropriate transition from commercial tD resldentlal that 
would show sensitiVIty to residential properties. 

Residen~ in Takoma Park, Maryland are generally very supportive of the developmen~ projects 
that are un_d~rway in the area around the Takoma Metro station. They support revltaiJ~tlon of 

IC:in,:!Q.C: district and fmproved reiatlons with the DC government. With the 
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exception of the development on the Metro green space, the consensus In the community Is 
that things are moving In the right dire_ction,. I appreciate the role th~t the DC Offtce on 
Plann_ing and the Zoning Commission have played in that improvement. 

Tha_nk you In advance for your cpnsldetatlon of my remarks. Please lndude them hi tile public 
record. 

SJncerely, 

fo~-~ 
loy Austin-Lane 
Takoma Park City cou-ndlmember, Ward 1 
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lf1ou did not. receiv,e all pages of this f~ trtliiSmission, pleue ca_U Peggpe l'orster..@l 
· 301-891-'7230. Thak you.- · 
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