
Pla~ Takoma- the fakoma, D.C. neighbor •• .Jod association 
c/o 6907 5th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20012 -

March 5, 2005 

Carol I. Mitten, Chairperson 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
441 4th Street, N.W ~ Suite 210 -South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 Mailed apd SePt by Fax to: (202) 717-6072 

RE: Case No. zc-04-16 Tekpma Neighborhood Cmqgwclal Overlav District 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

Plan Takoma, Inc., is the neighbomood association serving Takoma D.C. We have 296 members. Oar~ 
community service projects and our annual picnic and holiday party are open to everyone who lives or wolks here. 
We hold regular meetings~ produce a monthly neighborhood newsletter; support the Takoma Caring Network, 
Takoma D.C. block captain network, the Takoma D.C. Orange Hats, Takoma memorial park and Takoma D.C. 
website; and worlc closely with the other volunteer organizatioos advoc:atiDg ao behalf of schools, 1be 
recreation/aquatic center aDd the libnuy. PtaD Takoma grew out of a Neighbors~ Inc .• comnrittee wmking on 
planning for Takoma Metro in the early 1970s, and, since its incorporation in 1979, bas participated fully in all the 
major planning and historic preservation initiatives in the community, including development of the Takoma Centml 
District Plan. 

Our board of ditectors bas voted to support the proposed Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District 
currently before you. We encourage the Zoning Commission to adopt it when you meet on March 14. Plan Takoma 
hosted the Office ofpJann;ng's presentation of the overlay proposals on April27, 2004. The open meeting was 
announced in the Takoma D.C. Neighborhood Newsletter (attached) published April3, 2004, and distn'buted by 
block captains to around 9CO households, as well as in a mailing to our members and announcements on 1he Takoma 
D.C.listserv. All three ANC commissioners fur the area attended the briefing last April. Had we known that even 
one individual ftom Takoma would appear before the Zoning Commission to oppose the Takoma Overlay District, 
we would have formally addressed this issue prior to the Commission~s January bearing. 

While most concerns regarding the impact or compatibility of new construction in the historic Takoma commercial 
district are addressed by historic preservation regulations and review, the proposed Commercial Overlay District is a 
necessary tool for achieving the additional goals for the area set furtb. in the Takoma Central District ,Plan. New 
housiDg, increased ground-floor ceilings for retail and expanded building setbacks for new construction should belp 
attract and retain vibrant total businesses and support our vision of a walkable and diverse neighborhood thf is0 
uniquely Takoma. A number of development proposals are in the pipeline tOr the Takoma. Central Distri@ui it§ 
smroundings. We urge you to provide Takoma the protections and enhancements in the overlay recommc!!led ~ 
the D.C. Office of Planning. Please do not hesitate to contact me, at 202-t09-4961, if we am provide~ 
u~mmoo. ~ gg 
Sincerely, 

~~ 
Dodie Butler 
Presideut 

cc: Patricia Gallagher, Director, National Capitol PlanniDg Commission (by fax - 482~72) 
Ward IV Councilmember AdriaD Fenty 
ANC 4-B Commissioners ;2PI 1 5 etliU • 
Board of Directors, Plan Takoma • Ll ... CE t, 8 
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Takoma, D.C. 

Neighborh.ood News·letter 
April3. 2004 

Pulte Corp. to Discuss Takoma Pzesfdent Dodie Butler, 
Annual Spring Book SaJe 
Coming In May 

Willow Street Parcel 291-5338, or 
dodiebutleriDyahoo.mm. 

lhe annual FrieDds of the 
.;ow •din""'"'* J' .t!ria.lt Talcoma Library spring book sale 

Penty, ANC 4-B, Plan Takoma. Cafes flanned has been &dleduJed tor Sat.. May 8, 
and Historic Talcoma invite Near Metro :f:mrA 'W a.m. eo 3 p.m. In £urt o1 the 
nelgbbors ta an inbmal discus- ~or in Ehe basement if it rams. 
aioD with Pulte Cozp.repreaen- A 1,.400-square foot coHee- PMceeda are used to support 
tatives about its proposal for a house i& alated to opeD this children's ac:tfvlties and to buy 
townhoased~hehind summer in the bric:lc buildiag at best seUeiS, re!enslce books. and 
the CVS on Carral1 Street. the intersection of Blair Road equipment for the library. 

1be meeling,Mon.,Apri119, and Cedar and Fourth streets Jn Dcmate used books and COB l:n 
7~ p.m., WashiJI8ton ftant of Cedar Crossil'lgB. exaillent amdition by tu:inpg 
Theologfal.l Union, 6896 Lame! Proprietor Kera Oupenter them to the Takoma Braru:h 
St., N.W., is to shale Pulte's nys the as yet unnamed cafe l..ibraty at Piflh and Cedar streets, 
ideas, bdef ftl!ishbors on the wlD leatuze a MJd.dle Eastem N.W., 1\Jesdays hom 14 p.m., 
HPRB ft!Vfew process, and solkl- and Northem European mem.t,; and Wedl'lesdAys tluough 
it mncems and aeative ideas serve meals from '1 a.m. to 11 or Saturdays 9-.30 a.m-5:30 p.m. 
from the community. 12 p.m seven days a week; have Volunteer to sort books or 

The site l:l.l.lft!ntly mdudes a a c:apadty of 35-'0; ape! allow work the sale by signing the vo1-
par.king lot. vacant JaruL and ~· unteer Ust at the circulation ~ 
thfte bw.galows. Pu1te has Ca.tpenter is applying for a or by calliDg 57~7252. 
taken an option to pUldlase the full alcoboUc:.beverage l1cense. 
property. She can ibe reached at Correction 

Anv design must be kera...aupentezOyahoo.com. 
appmved bytheUistrict's ~Pl~Duv~ Aisha Bames. an envlnmmezdal 
Hfstorlc Preservation Review owner of SawtY in Takoma eagineer with the O.C 
8oa&d (HPRB). Park, plans to open Savory Depam:aent o4 Ift.llh Water 

Metro in the new apartment Quality Division, has a-mailed a 

PlaMiftC Office DisaJaes buildiDg at 314 CarroD St., ~to our .Mm:hmpcm;. 

Takoma Business District across &om the Metm. taken fmm a news lele"Se &om the 
Duvelger said he envisions a office of Coum:ilmember Adrian 

The DC omee ofPlamdng ts 1,300-square foot cafe and bak- fenty, about a citation issued to 
starting the Overlay Zone~ ~with cm:yout food, orgamc American Piller and Steam SeMae. 
ommended in the Takoma coffee, arul a menu that will be Inc., 1052 Spdng Plac:e, N.W. 
Central ITlltriet Plan to 50 percent vegetarian. The fine was issued by the D.C 
strengthen the Carmi Stn!et 'Qie cafe wJJl be :non-emolclng. Pile 8JZd EMS Departm• Dot 
arul Pourth Street commen:la1 Oavezpr saki he intends to DOH. for tmaUtharilled disdlarp 
&JellS, apply for a lia!r& to serve beer of soapy wash water (not c:hemi-

The pmposal will restrict and wine for on-premises con- cal waste) Jnto a public drain. 
undesirable retafl Wll!!l and surnption. 
1naease sidewalk width He can be reached at Bike Path Walle 
reqWmDen1B in front of new savorycafeC!IaaLcom 
ground Boor retail and office Meanwhile, RussellJCatz's (luis Holben, o.c DepattmeDt 
sites. l!levation 314 apartment build- of'lD.nsportatlon Bfcycle Program 

'ihe OJfiee ofPlamdngwill illg should be completed fn late Spedalist. wflllead" wen- .a!cmg 
brief the commw-Jly OD the .May. for anare .lnfoJmation, can 4he altenlafe routes pmposed for 
Overlay Zone proposal durlng 301-622-1890 or eaWl the Metzopolitafl Br.ulch 'Iiail 
the fizst hour of Plan ~·s mOZl'ltemomidc.com. tluough 1hkoma, D.C. The pur-
monthly meetmg, April27, 7:30 And Cedllr CrolllliDgs has poHof w walk. Is to abtai.ur-i• 
p.m., Pmmised. Land Baptist sold half of its 49 condo units. hack from 'DOle n!&idents. 
Cluudt. .Fourth and Van Buren Construction should be c:mn- Meet at t}le elevator entraz1ee 
street&, N.W. pleled by the end of the yam: of the Talcuma Metro station at 1D 

Contact Rosal)'M Pzazlm; Po.r fnformatlon. contact Ron a.m., Sat, lqd2.4. for the two- to 
442-7620or FAc:hrt.ez; ~an- three-hour walk. 
rosal~orPJan llel'B.CXImo or call 723-6330. Contact Crds Holben, 611-2.638 

or chris.holben@dc.gov. 

The Newslllllerls fundecl by Plllll'DI1aaala 8lld prepl1llll by Dawft Ne1lml. Dadfe Bal1a;.-Dmd Nld1Disaa, and dmllaled by 
vallllllalr dfsldbulalsuulb!Dc:k cap!:lllns. Jalll ihe~ D.C. Uslllll\l by sem11Ds 1111)' HIIAiliD 'lllklllllatlC­
~ lW ll!Oitillformallan abclatthe t..lslarv, ~D.C. uulGJIDIIIUIIily group~~. vlslttakamadc:.coln. 
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