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TAKOMA NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL OVERLAY DISTRICT 
0 a ("') 

-PROVISIONS-
-

1. Ground Ooor 

also known as 
-TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE-

*Case No. 04-16* 

ZONING CODE PROVISIONS 
FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 

AROUND THE TAKOMA METRO STATION 
(C-2-A Zone & Historie District) 

- L I M I T s -
CURRENT OPTIONb OPTION e 

'-"" 

a) No limits b) Minimum 14' ceilings; e) Same as OP, PLUS conversion 

p.l 

-

retail Required on minimum of provision if retail space remains vacant 
SO% of ground :floor fur over 6 months (May convert to 

residential or office use) 

2. BaildiDg Beig•t a) 50' b) SS' maximum over e) SO' JJJBXimum (which allows for 14' 
maximum ground floor retail; ground floor plus 3 more :floors with 9' 

otherwise, SO' maximum ceilings) 
-

3. Setback from a) No limits b) Minimum 13' setback e) Minimum 15' setback required to 
eurb6ne required to street wall street wall 

-

4. Buffer/ a) No limits b) No limits ci) Minimum 8'-setback from shared 
Transition from property line 
Commereial to cii) Minimum 4' setback :from building 
Residential Zone line of upper story/ies in 

commerciaJ/residential bullctings (to SO') 
that are above roo:ftine ofhomes in 
adjacent residential zone {up to 40'), 
eib) Compab.bility of building fil9ade, 
landscaping, streetscaping, sidewa1k 
treatmem:, street furniture, etc. with 

...1! nt residential zone. 

The impetus for changes in current zoning limits is the Office ofPJanning's January 2002 
"Takoma Central District Plan" whose Revitalization Goals include: 

• To preserve and enhance Takoma's small town/village character. 
IIJ a •• 1 ... 0 encourage a neighborhood scale for new development. 
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-• Of. - if. = 
I 11'- .3/ , 

-
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Deleted
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Name: PRINT 

TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

Name: SIGN 

L l '-' '/ + ~lit0 ( L 1Eb8__ 

Address: _ Phone: Email: 

v I 

For eac:h of the four provisions, please indicate your preferepee for 
Optioa a = Current Zoaiag Requlrem•ts, Optioa b, or Optioa c-i, e-ii, or c-iii. 

Provision: a. 
L Ground 
FloorRetaU 
2. BuDding 
B&dglat 
3. Setback 
4. BatTer 

e-ii. e-iiL 

\/ 

p.2 

'/ I/ v $l.t>fU 
~------~------~----------~------~------~------~ 
.FoUow the same lutraetions as above, bat eousider the possibiBty that Zoaiag 
Commission approval might be delayed for 6 montlas, for oample, for any of the 
Option e provisions. 

Provision : a. 
1. Groud 
Floor Retail 
2. Building 
Beilht 
3. Setback 
4. Buffer 

b. e-L c-ii. e-iii. 
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TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

-

Name: PlliN'I' Name: SIGJl... 

Alo~Cl tf~n\<san .A.d/7( L..- / 
L. 'lL.fLA. 7 --
--~ - -

Address: - Phoie: Email: 

'~'' t,'Tk .-tt: IJLI 17 ~ 3--" ~ ;..('-, 
I 

For each of the foiU' provisioJU, please iadleate your preference for 

-

Optioa a = Cornmt Zoniag Requiremeats, Option b, or Option e-i, e-ii, or e-6L 

Provisioq: a. b. c-L e-H. e-m. 
L Gnuad v Floor Retail 
:Z. Buildiag v_ . 
Height 
3. Setback 

~~ ~ 4. Butler t/ 
-

-

Follow the same illstraetions as above, but consider the possihiUty that Zoning 
CoiDDlissioa approval might be delayed for 6 months, for example, for aay of the 
Ql!dgg c provisioDS. 

Provision: b. e-1. e-ii. ... .. e-m. 
1. Gnund v Floor Retail 
~. Buildillg ~ Heidt 
3. Setback 1/_, -

-

4. Boft'er ,/ v ~ 
-

p.3 
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TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

-

Name: PRJN'.Cf ..$cOG l tVlu...h~ Name: SIGN~ .J .12 .D tfYl.u.Jv. ~ 
\ I 

Address: rff) ./lA_...A sr.4J.c.t Phoae: Email: 
I A ),:._ CJ _='i:!:. _tr)C..~I~ 'ls>'2 _., 2..~-~~ ~ -

4 --
-

For eacll of the four provisioas, pleue badieate your preference for 
Option a= Current Zoning Requirements, Option b, or Optiou o-i, e-ii, oro-iii. 

Provisioa: .. b. o-i. e-li. o-iii. 
1. GroUDd , 
floor Retail L 
l. Building v Heidt - -

3. Setback t/ 
4. Buffer r/ v v 

Follow the same iastractioas as above, but consider tile possibility tlaat Zoning 
Commission approval migllt be delayed for 6 moatlls, for example, for aay of the 
Ogtig s provisions. 

Provision: b. e-i. o-ii. ... a. ..... 
1. Ground 

L/ FloorRetaU 
2. Buildiag v Beilbt 
3. Setback t/ 
4~ Buffer t/ v v 

p.4 



Mar 07 05 03:03p 20~ ~82-7565 

TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

Name: PRINT N~..B(GN 

~O..C~O.<V;> G.m~ /" v 
) 

Address: Phone: /1 
So~..o( f)'J(I( (\ )~ cec-\ 1 1\l vJ 1/ I .'1 
woe... . v { ) 

,...~I)-.. '-"" 

.H 

t7 

/2-

I' or each of tile four provisioas, please iadieate your preference for 
Option a= Current Zoniag Requiremeats, Option b, or OptioD e-i, e-ii, ore-iii. 

. 

Provision: a. b. e-L e-iL e-iiL 
1. Ground . / Floor Retail 
2. Building ~ Height 
3. Setbaek ...,..... ...,.,.-
4. Buffer v-' / ~ . 

Ji'oUow the same instructions as above, but consider the possibl6ty that Zoaing 
Commiuloa approval miglat be delayed for 6 montlls, for example, for aay of the 
Qgtion e provisions. 5Rf'l/V\.?. 
Provision: a. b. e-i. e-iL e-iii. 
1. Ground 
Floor Retail . 

2. BuUdiDg 
Reiaht 

. 

3. Setbaek 
4. Buffer 

. 

p.5 

-
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NaJDe: PRINT 

Addreu: 

F" 'th Wheeler ~~ -882-7565 

TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

Name: SIGN 

Phoae: \ Email: U 

For eaeh of the four prov(sioas, please indicate your prefereaee for 
Optioa a 1!!1 Curreat ZoDing Requirements, Optioa b, or Optioa e-i, e-ii, ore-iii. 

Provisioa: a. b. e-L e-U. e-Ui. 
1. Grouad / Floor Retail -

2. Buildiag ~/ ,;· 
Beilht 
3. Setback atr• -

7J v -

/ 

4. Buffer ,aJr./ - 7 / .. 
/ 

Fo•w the same lastractioas as above, but coasider tile possibility that Zoaing 
Commissloa approval lllight be delayed for 6 mouths, for aample, for aay of the 
Optloa e provisioas. 

Provision: a. b. c-L e-ii. c-iii. 
1. Grouad / Floor Retail 
2. Building ~ Height 
3. Setback V./ 
4. Buffer ,/ 

r;,~--r ~f\G. + Lf'\Hr A~"f6(l..DAft.K. 

f~ \'<--t-. -; SA-Pe'li 

('fUC~'{ 

p.G 

u 
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. 

TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

-

A .... 
Name: PRJNT 7iTR M-1 e... H-e.. e.-R' Name: SIGN ....::f(_;(JI~.A' .;J -~ Ld/ 

Address: tl-(1 S ./? .s~~ .5 7-,M. ~hone:· Email: 'Ilf fdA'.l4Pt::-k.l. 
"'(/IJ/.L NJ#. ?~3·#'~ 8 ho -t".~nQ// 

-

-

For eaeh of the four provisions, please iDdieate your prefereace for 
Option a= CuiTellt ZoaiDg Requirements, Option b, or Option e-i, e-il, or e-W. 

Provisioa: .. b • e-i. e-iL e-ili. 
1. Groulld ~ 
Floor Retail -

2. Buildi.Dg 

""" Heit!ht 
3. Setback ~ 

4. Buffer ~ ~ "-

FoBow the same illstructioas as above, but eonsfder the possibUity that Zoniag 
Commission approval might be delayed for 6 mouths, for example, for aay of the 
Og~igg s provisions. 

Prevision: a. b. e.-i. e-ii. e-ifL 
1. Ground ~ 
FloorRetaU 
2. Building 

~ Height 
3. Setback ~ 

4. Buffer ~ -- ~ 
-

p.7 
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TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY,.., 

Name: PRINJ' KA~,_-(~r~ ('JEI<PA ~ame: SIGf(,~,.... • ..ffi. .... \.~1. ~ 1\ 
- -v - ' 

\ 

Address: Phone: Email: 

li'or each of the four provisions, please iudieate your prefennee for 
Optioa a = Cammt Zoning Reguiremeats, Optioa b, or Option c-i, e-ii, ore-iii. 

Provisioa: 
1. Groaad 
FloorRetaU 
2. Buildmg 
Reilht 
3. Setbaek 
4. Buffer 

a. b. c-L c-iii. 

I c.;'\ - / 

v v "' 

FoDow the same iDstructioDS as above, but eonsider the possibftity that Zonhig 
Commission approval might be delayed for 6 months, for example, for any of the 
Option e provisioas. 

Provision: a. b. e-i. e..fi. e-Hi~ 

1. Grouad / Floor RetaU 
l. Building 

c:;-~\-1\c C"'f\f\\e( C\ .s 0...~ 
Height 
3. Setback t/ -
4. Bafl'er V' v \../ 

p.B 
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TAKOMA OVERLAY ZONE 
-PREFERENCE SURVEY-

Name: PRINT Name: SIGN A ../.'1 

~1Ev~:~u _#3~~ 
Address: Phone! 

, 
Email: 

/4Yol ,, l'1t ~f . Jl 41 ·au P'7 ~, .. 7~ 31 

L 

fiJIHt+ D c... i-«JI ~ .S'ft=V*1:19N&#d.Q ,r. 

Por each of the foar pnvisioDJ, please indicate your preference for 
Option a =Current Zoning Requirements, Option b, or Option c-i, e-li, or c-iii. 

I 

Provision: a. b. c-i. c-U. c-UL 
L Gn~nd t/ 
Floor Retail -
2. BuDding 

No "'"'"' ~ 11tt-' 8e-
Baht 

~CJ" 11fezJ /. ~,,.v· '/ffe Vti-&u 
3. Setback v 
4. Butrer v "" v 

li'oDow the same iastruetions as above, but consider the possibility that Zolliag 

-

Commlaion approval might be delayed for 6 months, for example, for any of the 
Qgtiog c proviaions. 

Provision: a. b. . e-lL c-iiL e-1. 
t. Grouad y 
Floor Retail 
2. BuildiDg "'SA~£ ¥ IJ.I!Jd•~ 
Beieht 
3. Setback v 
4. Buffer ,.,.. L/' ~ 

-

p.9 
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Page 1. Plan Takoma Membership Meeting February 22, 2004 

President's Report 

Overlay Zone Proposal Endorsement. The Board of Directors has voted {10 yes, one no, one 
abstain) to write a Jetter to the Zoning Commission in support of the zoning overlay proposal for the 
Takoma commercial district The Commission did not make a decision on the proposal at its 
January 24 hearing on the Takoma due to lack of input ftom the ANC, community organizations 
and residents. They will accept additional1nput by keeping the record on this issue open until 
March 7; the Commission will vote on the proposal March 14 Letters cail be sent to. Carol J. 
Mitten. Chairperson, District of Columbia Zoning Commission, 441 4tb Street. N.W., Suite 210-
Sou~ DC 20001 No emails will be accepted because addresses and signatures are required. 
However. signed letters can also be faxed to 727-6072. According to Arthur Jackson of the D.C. 
Office of Planning, OP is considering including community feedback- a) increasing required 
setback from the curb :from 13.5 ft to 15ft and b) requiring that designs for new construction 
abutting private homes be massed for appropriate transition to the residential streets - m its final 
report prior to the Commission's vote. Therefore neighbors interested in these issues may also 
want to send copies of their comments to Arthur Jackson, Office of Planning, 801 N. Capitol Street, 
NE, DC 20012, by fax 442-7637, or as an email to Arthur.Jackson@dc.gov. Telephone is 442-8809 

Takoma Aquatic Center Qpening Plan Takoma provided support to Friends of Takoma Rec in 
helping publicize the community open bouse at the Dept. ofParks and Recreation's new Takoma 
Community Center on February 12. More than 3,000 people turned out for the event Plan Takoma 
had a table, which we shared with Coolidge PTSA, right inside the entrance of the new center. We 
also voted up to $100 to assist with beverages (and provided coffee pots and other supplies used) 
Solicitmg a donation of etght cases of spring water from Mr. Singh of S&S Liquors helped cut our 
costs almost by half. The Board also voted up to $50 for flowers to acknowledge FOTR president 
Gina Douglas's contributions to the center. We managed to arrange for Mayor Williams to present 
a large bouquet of flowers to Gina on behalf of the Takoma community as the closeout to the grand 
opening speeches, before a large crowd. Enough flower money was available for Gina's flowers 
and two potted calla lilies used as door prizes for a drawing among new members signing up for PT 
or FOTR membership at the open house. Plan Takoma gained seven new members (4 households) 
and quickly ran out of the SO flyers with membership information that we had produced. 

PI Registered Agent Board member Jacqueline Parham, of Sib Street, has volunteered to serve as 
"Registered Agent " Each corporation registered in the District of Columbia is required to have a 
Registered Agent who is a resident of the city. The Registered Agent receives official 
communications from the city regarding a corporation's status, filing of reports, etc Thank you to 
Alice Giancola who has served in this capacity for many years. Each year, the Board of Directors 
will re-confirm the Registered Agent's interest in and capability to continue in this position. 
Secretary David Frye will ensure filing of appropriate paperwork with the D C. Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. While checking with DCRA about how to file, we also 
confirmed that PT is a corporation in good standing, our next biannual report is due to DCRA 
January 2006. 
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Tltle11 District of Columbia Municipal RetulaUons 

768.6 Tbe application sball bave received dae approval of dae Peaosylvaaia A venue 
Developmeot Corporation. 

768.7 The proposed c:levelopmeBt UDder a boaus award shall not JigDificandy and 
adversely impact upoD adjojaiug property. 

768.8 Upon receiviDg an applicadon for a apprcwalllllder §768.4, rbe BoardaJl submit 
die appUcatioD to 1be D.C. Of&e of PJannm, for coordi:Jiadcm, review, ~ and 
impact usessmeat. aloDJ with review iD writhJa of all relevaDr DJstr.ict of Columbia 
cleparlmeDis and apacies includiq die Depattmeats of Traaspodalioa aDd Jlousia& 
aad COmmunity Developmeol, 8lld, if a ldstDric district or ldstoric landmark is 
mvolved, the State H-.n: Pre.scnation Officer. 

768.9 The Board of Zonina Adjuslment may require otller specJal conditioDs as il deems 
aecessary to poteet aeipbm:iDa or ~ pmpeaty 81111 to paeraDy promote the 
pablic beallh, safety, aud welfare. 

SO'lfllCEs Pinal ~ pnbDshal at 24 DCJt IO'Id9. 10784 (June 16, 1978); aa ........,.ted by 
PiDal P,dcpgtlcfga pultlilbahl ~ DCR 9'741-43 (Deccallller 8, 2000). IIK»lpoia1iuJ by relereaM:e the 
fell of PlqJosed RalenlaJdas pubUabed 8147 DCR 8335. 8408-09 (October 20, 2000). 

78 (USERVBD] 

770 JIBIGilT or BUD..DINQS OR STRUC'I.'VRES (C) 

770.1 Except as provided iD tbis secdcm aucl in chapters 20 tbroagh 25 of this tide, the 
height of a lRdklfq or atuactme in a Counnercial Dislrict shaD DOt exceecltbat set 
tbrth iD tha followiu& table: 

C•l 

~A 

C+B.C.S.A 

C·s-B 

C·K.C-'!..C 

C4 

c-5(PAD) 

MAmiDM 
BBIGBT 

(Peel) 

40 

50 

" 'JO 
go 

uo 
l30 

MAXIMilM 
IIEIGIIT 

(Sforiea) 

3 

.No Limit 

Nol.imiS 

6 

No Limit 

Ho'Liallt 

Nol.imi& 

710.2 Tile heigbl or lluildinas or ldrUCCUre8 specified in 1 770.1 may be exceeded m die 
instances provided in 11770.3 lbrougb '770.8. 

p.ll 
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I'P 20-2..1 

Addendum: 

Please note the attached the minutes of ANC 48 March 21, 2002 meeting urging the City 
Council to reject the Takoma Central District Plan. 

p.12 
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DRAFT Minutes 
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 48 
March 21, 2002 

882-7565 p.l3 

Advisory Neighborhood Comnussion 48 met on March 21. 2002 at the MedStar Manor Nursing Home. 
6000 New Hampshire Avenue, N.E. The meeting started at 7·15 p.m. 

Chairman Barrington Scott. I, ANC 4B08, presided. Also present were Commissioners Sara Green. 
4B01, Louis Ueb, 4803, Ronald Austin, 4B07, and Shlrfeta Nugent-Settles, 4810. Commrssianer Pat 
Kidd, 4804, arrived at 7:40 p.m. and did not vote on the acceptance of the rmnutes or the treasurers 
report 

Rebecca Smallwood, the 4802 resadent who won the February 28 specral election for the vacant 
4802 seat and was swam into the seat at the end of the February 28 public meeting, was present and 
voted. HCMNeVer, an attorney for the D.C. Board of Sections and Ethics later notified ANC 48 that Ms. 
Smallwood's election was not valid. Therefore, the foUowfng minutes do not indude Ms. Smallwood's 
votes. 

The excluSion of Ms. Smanwooct's votes means that the required quorum for the March 21 public 
meeting was five ccrnmassionens. The quorum of five comrmssianers was present far au votss. 

(Note: On April3, the D.C. Board of Sections and Ethics held a hearing to review its attorney's 
oprnion. The board detemined that the election was valk:l and certified Ms. Smallwood as the winning 
candidate and the commissioner for 4802.) 

Mjnutes and Treasurer's Rem Acceotecl 

1. The February 28 minutes were approved with one correction. A reference to "Page" on page two 
was amended to say "Ms. Page." It was approved unanimously. 

2. The treasurer's report was read. It noted that ANC 48 has a balance of $12,824.29 as of March 21, 
2002. The report was approved unanimously 

PmD9Sed Talmrna Central Otstnct Plan 

Chairman Scott noted that ANC 48 held public hearings on the Takoma Central Olstrtc:t Plan on 
February 21 and Februaly 23. ConiiJUaioner Green noted the plan will be cans1dered by the D.C. Crty 
CoullCII and can only be accepted or rejected It cannot be amended. 

The proposed plan, written by the D.C. Office of Planning, covers future residential, retail, and 
carnrnerdal development in the areas around 41h, Blair, Willow, and carrol and adjoining streets. It 
also prop::~aes 85 to 95 townhouses and a new partdng garage on part of the exrsting Takoma Metro 
Station site and makes other recc~rrmendations that change the stalion's current green space. 

Several resldenl8 spoke about the proposal. 

Dodie Butler, of ff Street, N.W., the Interim President of Plan Takama. a cornmunily orgamzation With 
about 125 household and individual members, said that Plan Takoma members were asked in a 
maiUng whether they wanted to accept the plan or reject tt. Fifty-eight members checked "in favor" on 
the unsigned postcards they maUed to Plan Takoma. Thirty-three members checked "oppose" on the 
unsigned postcards they mailed, Ms. Butler noted. 

Other residents asked ANC 48 to ask the City Council to reject the proposal. 

Loretta Neumann, of7124 Piney Branch Road, N.W., a vice chairman fn:m Historic Takoma. Inc. 
sard the City CounaJ should not adopt the plan until a transportation study 1s cxmpleted. 
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DRAFT MINUTES -Advisory Nerghborhood CommrSSion 48 
March21, 2002 ·Page Two 

RuttJ Foster, of 6601 Pfney Branch Road, N W., and a Pfan Takoma member, said residents support 
development amunct the Metro Stabon, but want a 1at;er voice in what Js budt and are concerned 
about the traffic and transportatron 1mpacts. And, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
~TA) did not come to the public meetings to explaan how the station would operate If the changes 
proposed were adopted, Mrs. Foster said. 

Johnnie Wilson asked the commission to oppose the proposal. 

Leonard Rubfn, of Blair Road, N.W., noted he had submitted a petiffon with about 700 signatures, 
pnmarily from ANC 4801, 4802, and 4803 residents. That petition aslcs ANC 48 and the D.C. City 
CouncU to reject the proposed ~an due to concerns about the existing green space and transit 
facilities and concerns about the plan's endorsement of the townhouses for the WMATA Site. From 
the beginning of the planning process. aour nnpression was it was done deaf,• Mr. Rubin said of the 
proposaJ for the 85-95 townhouses. 

Rebecca Smallwood. of Laurel Street. N.W •• had submitted a petition signed by about 184 ANC 4802 
residents. It asked the City Council to accept the plan, natrng it Incorporated the VIews of the 
community and was developed jn an aopen• and ..,.,,.. process. 

The following resolution was adopted. Corrmssioners Green, Kldd, Austin, Scott, and Nugent..Settles 
voted to accept it. Commlssfoner Ueb abstained. 

RESOLUTION· PROPOSED TAKOMA CENTRAL DISTRICT PLAN 
Wheraas: 
- The TakDma Central Dfscrfct Plan ptaposed by the D.C. Office of Plannrng inctuctes an endonlement 
to add 85-95 townhouse units at the Takama Metro Stallcm site 

- Approximately 100 new units of housing and addibonal retail space are already in the pipeline fot 
constructfon wfthln one block of the Metro Stabon. 

- Essential transportation and traffic data about the area have not been presented to the conmunlty. 

- Thera are serious concerns about future transit and green spa:e needs. 

- The Takoma Metro Station property was purchased With federal tax doDara and ts supported by 
annual subsidies fraTI Oistnct of COlumbia tax revenues. 

- There are no specific site reccrnrnenctabons in the plan to encourage affordable housing 
conslruction in the area ccwerad by the plan. 

• D.C. Jaw does not permit the D.C. City CounciJ to amend the Offlce of Planning proposal, 

AtNiay Neighborhood Commission 48, in accordance with provisions Jn D.C. City law that give it 
"great Might' tn land use issues, urges that the 

1. D.C. City Council rajec:t the plan or return It to the Office of Planning for necessary transportation 
planning a'ld for impraved alta design and planning at the Takoma Metro Station. 

2. The Mayer and the D.C. City Council direct their representatives on the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority Soard not to approve any joint deVelopment project for the Takoma Metro 
Station praperty until the Impact of the roughly 300 units projected for tm. surrounding sites can be 
assessed. 

p.14 
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DRAFT Minutes· Advisory Neighborhood CommiSSion 48 
March 21, 2002- Page Three 

~ -882-7565 

3. The Mayor and the D.C. City Council revase land planning procedures and D.C. law to permit 
Council changes and modJfications to proposed land planning documents. 

Advisory NeighbOrhood Commission 48 appoints the Commissioners for Single Member Districls 
4801, 4802, and 4803 to represent the CommiSSion on these issues 

Nn Lsqacy Parton Mjx8d Use PIPiect- Cedar Streets & flair Road 

Ron Eichner. of New Legacy Partners, LLC, discussed his proposal for a 45-unit condominium and 
ground floor retail prqect to be built at the intersection of Cedar and Blair Roads. N.W. The proposal's 
design needs approval from the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB). It meets all zoning 
requirements for C2A. 

This was Mr. Eichner's thin:l presentation before ANC 48 and Jts cornnussioners. He explained the 
exterior changes he had made to the design 1n response to ccmments tram the HPRB. These 
included changes in the roof and the proportions of the front porch feature. 

Bonnie Mass. the co-chair of the D.C. Cormuttee of Hrstoric Takoma, Inc., explained Histone 
Takoma's support far the project. This support was based on the design and its emphasis on the 
history of the area. along wJth the strong VIsual cues taken from SUJTDUndlng historic structures. The 
lot is one of the most blighted In the area and is currently fiUed with used cars and car parts, Ms. Moss 
noted. 

The COiiDidssion voted to send a letter of support fortha New Legacy Project to the HPRB. 
COmmissioners Green. Ueb, Austin. and Scott voted to support the prqect. Commissioner Nugent­
Setlles voted "no." Commissioner Kidd abstained. 

BMcb Drive Qosina 
Jim McCarthy, of the People's Alliance for Rock Creek. a coalition of about 50 D.C. cammunHy 
groups. and Joseph Hairston, a Shepherd Park resident and the former Chair of ANC 4A. presented 
their differing positions on a proposal to close part of Beach Drive in Rock Creek Park to car traffic 
during vJeekday non-rush hour periods. The dQSUr8 would be a six-month trial. It would hefp National 
Park Service and c:ily officials evaluate recreation needs and use, Mr. McCarthy said. 

Mr. McCarthy said the same araas of Beach Drive currently closed during the weekends would be 
closed during the vJeelcday trial, permitting bikers, hikers, and others unencumbered use. The portions 
of Beach Drive in the trial program are too narrow for a separate blka and pedesman path, he added. 
AD of the crass roads MMJid be open, Mr. McCarthy said. 

Mr. Hairston said he has lived near the part Since 1954 and beliates there are several problems with 
the prap&ll. One is that it would add m018 traffic to neighbortlaods adjacent to the part and on 1fll 
and 1'7" street. It would also prevent those who are elderly and those who do not walk or bike from 
using portions of the park during the weekday non rush hour penods, he said. The proPQSBI does not 
close any Maryland areas. just those in the District of Collmlia, because Maryland tawrnakers would 
not permit it, Mr. Hairston noted. He also said that ANC 4A had 200 letters fran residents opposing 
the tnal. 

Saterat residents spoke an each side of the issue. Several said they wanted more infoml&lion. 
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