
Plan Takoma- the Takoma, D.C. neighborhood association 
c/o 6907 5th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20012 

March 5, 2005 

Carol J ~ Chauperson 
I>Istnct of Columbia Zomng Comnuss1on 
441 4th Street, N W , Surte 210 - South 
Washington, DC 20001 Mailed and Sent by Fax to: (202) 727-6072 

RE: Case No. ZC--04-16 Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District 

Dear Ms Mitten 

Plan Takoma, Inc , IS the neighborhood assOCJabon servmg Takoma D C We have 296 members. Our meetings, 
communrty service pro.Jects and our annual picmc and holiday party are open to everyone who hves or works here 
We hold regular meetmgs, produce a monthly neighborhood newsletter, support the Takoma Canng Network, 
Takoma D C block captam network, the Takoma D C Orange Hats, Takoma memonal park and Takoma D C 
website, and work closely With the other volunteer orgamzatlons advocatmg on behalf of schools, the 
recreatlonlaquatlc center and the hbrary. Plan Takoma grew out of a Neighbors, Inc., committee workmg on 
plannmg for Takoma Metro m the early 1970s, and, smce rts mcorporatJ.on m 1979, has partlapated fully mall the 
maJor planmng and histone preservation mrtlatlves m the communrty, mcludJ.ng development of the Takoma Central 
DlStnct Plan 

Our board of d.rrectors has voted to support the proposed Takoma Neighborhood Commercial Overlay Dlstnct 
currently before you We encourage the Zomng CommiSSlon to adopt rt when you meet on March 14 Plan Takoma 
hosted the Office ofPlanmng's presentatlon of the overlay proposals on Apnl27, 2004 The open meetmg was 
announced m the Takoma D C Neighborhood Newsletter (attached) pubbshed Apnl3, 2004, and dlStnbuted by 
block captains to around 900 households, as well as m a mallmg to our members and announcements on the Takoma 
D.C. hstserv. All three ANC commissioners for the area attended the bnefing last Apnl Had we known that even 
one indiVIdual from Takoma would appear before the Zomng CommiSsion to oppose the Takoma Overlay Dlstnct, 
we would have formally addressed thiS ISSUe pnor to the CommiSSion's January hearmg 

While most concerns regarding the Impact or compatibdrty of new construction m the lustonc Takoma commeraal 
dlStnct are addressed by histone preservation regulations and reVIew, the proposed Commerclal Overlay I>Istnct 1s a 
necessary tool for acluevmg the addrtlonal goals for the area set forth m the Takoma Central Distnct Plan New 
housmg, mcreased ground-floor ceilmgs for retail and expanded bwldmg setbacks for new construction should help 
attract and retain VIbrant local businesses and support our VISion of a walkable and diverse neighborhood that Is 
umquely Takoma A number of development proposals are m the ptpelme for the Takoma Central I>Istnct and rts 
surroundmgs We urge you to proVIde Takoma the protections and enhancements m the overlay recoii1Jl¥ID.ded by 
the D C Office of Planmng Please do not hesrtate to contact me, at 202-409-4961, if we can proVIde ;if ad&nonal 
mformatlon :::;: o ;u 

~ =::if'Tl 

Sincerely, 

iLk~ 
Dodle Butler 
President 

cc. Patncm Gallagher, Dtrector, National Caprtol Planning CommiSsion (by fax - 482..fJ272) 
Ward IV Counclhnember Adnan Fenty 
ANC 4-B Commtssioners ·.1 1s.lt.,f! 1 ill 
Board ofDrrectors, Plan Takoma ._ • b II 

... (J'f-1~ 
... , d ' 

' 'riA ,1-(J '----"!:::..;;;;;.:::; __ 

• -=;n 
'-I ""'1f'l1 

;::')< 
3! -r'\rl 

w ~0 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 04-16

Deleted

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

CASE NO.04-16
EXHIBIT NO.28



Takoma, D.C. 

Neighborhood Newsletter 

Pulte Corp. to Discuss 
Willow Street Parcel 

-. "OI£1C'!1member ~-drum 
Fenty, ANC 4-B, Plan Takoma, 
and H1Stonc Takoma lilVlte 
neJghbors to an mformal dJSc:us.. 
SlOll Wlth Pulte Coxp represen­
tatlves about 1ts proposal for a 
townhouse development behmd 
the CV5 on Carroll Street. 

The meeting- Mon., Apnl19, 
7-9 p.m 'Washmgton 
Theological Uruon, 6896 Latuel 
St., N W, JS to share Pulte's 
ldeas, bnef neghbors on the 
HPRB review process, and sohc­
rt concerns and aeatwe ldeas 
from the commuruty 

The Slte Clll'rently mcludes a 
parkmg lot, vacant land, and. 
three buugalows Pulte has 
taken an optum to purdwe the 
property 

__ Any deSlgn must be 
approved by the DJStnct's 
H1Stonc Preservatwn Revlew 
Board (HPRB) 

Takoma PresJ.dent Doche Butler, 
291-5338, or 
docbebutler@yahoo.com 

Cafes ~anneci 
Near Metro 

A 1,400-square foot coffee­
house JS slated to open tlus 
summer m the bnclc bwldmg at 
the mtersect:ion of BlaJr Road 
and Cedar and Fourth streets m 
front of Cedar Crossmgs. 

Propnetor Kera Carpenter 
says the as yet unnamed cafe 
Will feature a Middle Eastern 
and Northern European menu, 
serve meals from 7 a.m. to 11 or 
Up m seven days a week, have 
a capaaty of 35-40; and allow 
smaiang. 

Carpenter JS applymg for a 
full akohohc beverage hcense. 
She can be reached at 
kera_carpentei@yahoo com 

Also, Pi~ Ouvot:rger, 
owner of Savoey.. m. Takoma 
Park, plans to open Savory 
Metro m the new apartment 

PlaMing Office Discusses bwldmg at 314 Carroll St, 
aCl'OSS from the Metro 

Talcoma Business District Duvager saul. he enVISions a 
The DC Office of P1anrung JS 

startmg the Overlay Zone rec­
ommended m the Takoma 
Central Dlstnct Plan to 
stiengthen the Carroll Street 
and Fourth Street conuneraal 
areas. 

The proposal. Will zestnd: 
undesirable retail uses and 
mcrease Sldewalk Wldth 
reqwrements m front of new 
ground floor reta.d and office 
Sites. 

lbe Office of Planmng will 
lme the commu.~ on the 
Overlay Zone proposal dunng 
the first hour of Plan Takoma's 
momnly meeting, Apn127, 7.30 
p m., PromJsed Land Baptist 
Chw:ch, Fourth and Van Buren 
streets,NW 

Contact Rosalynn Frazier, 
442-7620or 
rosalynn.frazrer@dc.gov, or Plan 

1,300-square foot cafe and bak­
ery, WJth carryout food, orgaruc 
coffee, and a menu that will be 
50 percent vegetarian. 

The cafe will be non-smolang. 
Daverger llald he mtends to 

apply for a hcense to serve beer 
and wme for on-preuuses con­
sumption. 

He can be reached at 
savorycafe@aolcom 

Meanwhlle, RIISSell Katz's 
Elevation 314 apartment bwld­
mg should be completed m ~~ 

~ruay;"For more mfOrman~ call 
301-622-7890 or enwl 
momi@mouudc:.com. 

Anu CecUa Cro!1smgs has 
sold half of 1ts 49 condo units. 
Construcbon should be com­
pleted by the end of the year 
For mformatlon, contact Ron 
Eldmer, ron@newlegacypart­
ners.com, or call723-6330 

Apnl3,2004 

Annual Spring Book Sale 
Coming In May 

The annual Fnends of the 
'Thkoma Library sprmg book sale 
has hem sctuduled for Sat, May 8, 
frcm 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. m frot:>t IJii the 
library; or m the basement lf 1t rams. 

Proceeds are used to support 
duldren's actlVltles and to buy 
best sellers, J:eference books, and 
eqmpment for the hbrm:y 

Donate used books and CDs m 
excellent conchbon by bnngmg 
them to the Takoma Branch 
Library at Flfth and Cedar streets, 
N W, 1\tesdays from 1-9 p.m., 
and~ through 
Saturdays 9.30 a.m-5.30 p.m 

Volunteer to sort books or 
work the sale by Slgnmg the vol­
unteer hst at the Cll'CU!atlon liesk, 
oc by callmg 576-7252 

Coned:ion 

Alsha Barnes, an envJroDJIIel'lt 
engineer Wlth 1he DC 
Department oi H<:!alth Water 
Quallty DMsmn, has e-:l'aJled a 
c:orrectwn to our March repon, 
taken from a news rele'"se from the 
office of Councilmember Adnan 
Fenty, about a atabon ISSUed to 
Amencan Filter and Steam Servroe, 
Inc.. 7052 Sprmg Place. NW 

The fine was JSSUed by the DC 
Fire and EMS Department, not 
DOH, for unauthonzed cbscharge 
of soapy wash water (not che!ru­
cal waste) mto a pubhc dram 

Bike Path Walk 
Oms Holben. DC Department 

of Thmsportatwn Bu:ycle Program 
Speaahst. Will lead a wa.Ur along 
che alternate routes proposed for 
the Metropolitan Branch 1im.l 
through Takoma, DC The pur­
pose of W wAlk lS to obta.... Ietd­
baclc from <'Ilore resu:lents. 

Meet at the elevator entrance 
of the Takoma Metro station at 10 
a.m, Sat,, Jqm124, for the two- to 
three-hour walk. 

Contact Chns Holben, 671-2638 
or chns.holben@dc.gov 

The Newsletter Is funded by Plan Takoma aJid prepared by Dawn Nelson. Docile BuSer. and David. Nicholson, aJid circu1a1ec1 by 
volunteer dlstributors and block captains. Jom the 'lllkoma DC Ustserv by eendlng any e-mail to 181cumaDC­
~ For11101e mformatum about the Uslserv, 'lllkoma, D.C, aJid mmmunity groups, visittalcomadc.mm. 


