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Mission: To empower our endangered youth to ............ ..., Ute Anae<1slia River, their communities, and their lives. 
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November 27, 2006 

District of COlumbia Office of Zoning 
44141h Streett NW 
Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 20001 (fliafa% tlo Sharon Schelli'n- 2fr1..727.6072fx) 

Re: CommUllity reque- t<J reopen case ## 04-14 Florid4 B.ock Second Stage PUD to ensute 
community benefit from the community proffer 

Dear Commissioners: 

Barth Conservation Corps, a nonprofit otganW\tion provilding workforce development to 
disadvantaged. youth and restoring the heavily polluted Anacostia River since 1989 was pleased 
to testify at the Zoning Commission's September 18m heatJng on Florida Rock's appliC'.ation for 
Stage n approval of a PUD. 

=~=Mauceri Sparks During testbnony from Robert Nixon, Chairman and Glen O'Gilvie, P:na.sident and CEO, the 
"dVIeory committee Commission direcled the Earth Conservation Corps to meet with an4 make an agreement with 

the applicanL (Florida Rock Pruperties) and the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation (AWC) to 
ensure that Earth Conservation Corps' proven successful workfOT('.e develQPmcnt and 
environmen~ service programs become part of the community proffer. Earth Conservation 
Corps' interest· includes, but is not limited to the fact that the development in part cncompasse.s 
land currently Ull.der lease by Earth Conservation Corps and designated as a park memorial in 
honor of Diamond Teague, a po$itive and influential y01Ulg member of thi~ conununity and nur 
orgatti7.Btion who was murd~red in 2003. 

lr. s. Allen Counter 
romEbau;h 
llotorle Strauss Kannedy 
ofon. R~ay Slater 
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ilfesldentand CEO 
ilen O'GiiVIe 

This lcttc:r i.e; tn infonn the CODUIIis$ioncrs t;ha t dt>.spite our good faith eflorts, we have nt1t been 
able to advance our discussions wUb the applicant or the AWC. And currently have no 
agreement or assurances in place that Earth Conservation Corps yotJth will be engaged in the 
park consbV.ction or main~. We were not able to sec:ture such assurances even for the 
7,72B square feet of Earth Con-.erva tion Corps leasehold land although we have not conceded to 
AWC any of our property ri3htS as they are described in mJr lease with the Dishict of 
Columbia. · 

As we testified, the Barth Conservation Corps is a lease holdar of the property imm~tely 
adjacent to the east of the Florida Rock property and we have for over L'en years been working 
with the City, The .Federal Government, the foundation and priv-.te industry (including Florida 
Rock) to create a park on our leasehold land and that of the adjacent Water and Sewer 
Au1horlty. In the process we have in~e.c;ted wPJl in excess of a ~ion dollars and have engaged 
over three hundred youth in developmg this land form a dump mto a w~~Pwas 
the first public access tu the west ban}( of the Anacostia f1ram Buzzards Po~f~{h~~en\l. 
stroat bridge. CA$.§ NO· (j ~ - ( ll_ C 
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So important i" the park we c;re•ted, that tt was designall!d by 1he Departm.en t of Interior as a 
Chesapeake Bay Gateway Park. In addition. the Corps worked with the Distric_t D~erat of 
Transportation to design and build in the fu'st of three sections olr the Anacostia RiveT Walk. And trail. 
This accomplishment was dedicated by our host of partners :induding; Mayor Anthony Williams, 
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose and· then DDOf Director Dan Tangherl:ini. The es.'ielltial element of 
our workforce development program is 1hat much of the work Js done as a trambtg opportunity for the 
youth in t:he local community. It has been a powerful tool in entpowering them in the restoration of the 
Anacostia and paving the way for them to be connected to AmQrican society. 

Thus we arc wry plea.'ied that .Florida Rock's proffer is tu expand! on our decade long park 
development program and see their proffer as the first real oppmltunity to realize a 'b'Ue community 
benefit from lhe commercial developm~t of the ~s~ Wa11e11front. Our vision is n> wor~ with the 
two corporaj:ion.t~ Florida Rock and the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation to ensure that every single 
oppornmity for youth engagement and employment is gained 1fh:r<>ugh this expansion of Diamond 
Teague Park. 

We met with AWC last week and only received the draft agreement between the applicant and AWC 
on Wednesday November 22n.t (holiday evening) at 9:59pm. The draft docs notinclude a description of 
the project and with respect to the interests of Earth ConservatiOl'l Corps, it only provides for 
membership on an advisory cov.unittee (as one of seven mcm.bors). The draft mab.s no reference to 
Diamond Teague Patk (and we note, disturbingly, that the Novembt.r 22M supplemental comments 
submitted by the Office of Planning refer consistently In "First Strteet LanQhtg Park"). We sec ample 
opportunity for community benefit ~uch as designating that the Qlaintant.-e of the park be entrusted to 
the youth in E'.arth Conservation Corps programs rather~ as a yet tn be established Business 
Improvement District. Clearly the com.IIlunity need_s the 8$Sista:t1.ce of 1;he Zoning commissioners to 
ensure t:bat tlli.t; communily proffer does indeed benefit the l"c:BJl crommuntty. From our vantage point it 
seems that this proffer as designed will prbna:rily bcnclit the .future tenants of the Florida Rock 
development site and the baseball :fan$ before and after the NationaJs games. There is a tremendous 
opportunity for the community but unless stroog assurances are put in place it may well ba"'Dle a lost 
opportunity. 

The concem of the community i.'i he,ightened buy very recent history. On Earth Day of 2004, The F.arth 
Conservation Corps signed a park adoption agreement with Mayor Williams, the DC Parks Director, 
Neil Albert and Ethel Kennedy for re.~rvation 248. T...ike the Anacbsti.a Gareway Park we spent 
tremendous time and energy clearing this site and beginnjng t:he process of creating a park. On October 
12th 2003 Mayor Williams paid hiS condolences to Florence andllvory Teague the parents of slain 
Corps member DiaJnond Teague. At that ~ccting Mayor William~ mggP.sted that a dty p~U"k be named 
in Diamond's honor and square 248 was designated Diamond Teague Park. When baseball was 
announced the Earth Conservation Corps was assured by the otfice of Economic Development that 
Diamond teague Park would not be affected and we were instrueried to infonn the Teaguas thatthe 
park would not be affected. As you an know, that land was qulCOOy engulfcd by the baseball stadium. 

While we appreciate the applicants proffer and AWC: s expressed willingness to talk, at this point it 
appeal'S the proposed PUt> tak~ into account only the plans and interest of the applicant and AWC. 
The c~erns of the community to which the CoDUilission directed the partie.-;' attention, inC'luding 
those expressed by Florence and Ivory Teague, Garden Oubs of AJnm:.i(:il ~d 01U' organization arc not 
being protccwd. To lhal end, it is clear that the tesowces rcprC8Cllltcd by lbc app~ts proffer wm nut 
provide critical community benefits. Therefore Earth Conservation Corps must oppose 1:h.c prop(>Sf:!d 
PUD in case number 04-14 at this time. · 
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We are hopeful ~t the Zoning Commission will suggest the applicant recogni7.e the community's 
equities and provide .specifics on.how they will incorporate the Earth Conservation Corps in the 
project We will all be in attendance for the hearing this evening and available fqr quP.stions. 

Sincerely, 

/U- ()'Wt­
Glen O'Gihrie 
President and CEO 

Bob Nixon 
Chairman 

CC: Christy Shiker, Holland &t Knight (via fax 202.955.5564) 
Adrian Washington, Anacostia Waterfront Corporation (!via fax 202.274.4481) 
Uwc Brandes, Anacostia Waterfront Corporati_on (via fa)( 202.214.4481) 
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