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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Arnold R. Fmlayson, Adnurustrator 
Office of Documents and Adnumstrattve Issuance 

FROM: Alberto P. Bastlda, AICP fl.iJD'Jd __ ' 
Secretary to the Zonmg cW~ 

DATE: September 28, 2004 

SUBJECT: Publication for the Office of Zomng 

Please pubhsh the followmg m the D C. Register on October 8, 2004 

1 Z.C.OrderNo 03-12/03-13; 
2 Z C. Order No 02-22; 
3. ZC OrderNo.04-l7, 
4 Z C. Order No. 04-20; and 
5. Z.C. Order No 04-12 . 

• ••• cam f'Rfl&rlemakmg lS also provtded On the attached 3 5" dtsk 

D UldiiC I &? 

(} L/-- /J-. .. ..._ .............. ~,.---

Date 
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ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO. 04-12 
Z.C. CASE NO. 04-12 

(CAMPUS PLAN FURTHER PROCESSING- CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF 
WASHINGTON) 

JULY 15, 2004 & SEPTEMBER 13, 2004 

This Dec1sion and Order anses out of an application by the Camegte Instltutlon of W ashmgton 
("Carnegie" or "Applicant'') for special exceptlon approval pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3104.1, and 
in accordance with § 210 of the Zoning Regulations, for further processmg under an approved 
campus plan to allow modifications to an existing building (the "Experiment Building''), 
includmg two, small one-story addttions, as well as the installation of a concrete pad between the 
existmg Main and Research bUildings for an emergency generator, at prenuses 5241 Broad 
Branch Road, N.W. (Square 2288, Lot 813). 

HEARING DATE: July 15, 2004 

DECISION DATES: July 15, 2004 and September 13, 2004 

DECISION AND ORDER 

PreHminarv Matters 

The apphcatton was accompanied by a memorandum from the Zoning Adnnmstrator certifying 
the required rehef 

The Commission proVlded proper and nmely nonce of the pubhc hearmg on thls apphcanon by 
pubhcatlon m the DC. Regtster on May 14, 2004 (51 OCR 5009), and by mall to Advisory 
Neighborhood Comnussion ("ANC") 3/4G and to owners of property withm 200 feet of the Site 

ANC 3/4G was an automatlc party m thls proceedmg The ConnmsSion dtd not recetve other 
requests for party status 
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Findings of Fact 

1 The subject property is an irregularly-shaped parcel, with a land area of approximately 
8 8 acres, located at the mtersection of Broad Branch Road, 32"d Street, and Jocelyn 
Street, N.W. m the Chevy Chase neighborhood of Ward 3. 

2 The subject property IS zoned R-1-A The surroundmg neighborhood contams primanly 
smgle-fanuly detached houses and some institutional uses m the R-1-A and R-1-B 
districts 

3 The Applicant has occupied the subject property smce approxtm.ately 1918. The stte 
contains five pnmary bulldmgs - the Research, Main (administrative), Cyclotron, 
Accelerator, and Experiment Butldmgs - as well as several mcidental buildmgs. 
Carnegie ts a nonprofit research and educational mstttutton that conducts baste research 
and trammg m natural sctences 

4 By order in BZA Appltcatton No 14831, the Apphcant was granted a special excepuon, 
subject to condtttons, that allowed construcuon of a new research buildmg and 
renovattons to the existing Cyclotron Buildmg, resultmg m an mcrease m the campus­
wide floor area ratto to 0 882 FAR. By order m BZA Application No 16224 (May 14, 
1997), the Apphcant was granted a spectal exceptton allowing modificatton of the 
Cyclotron Butldmg~ approval was granted subJect to certam conditions, mcluding those 
prevtettsly adopted by the Board 1ft Apf'heatiea Ne 14831. 

5 With respect to the Expenment Buildmg. the Apphcant proposes to construct two, small 
one-story add1tlons totalmg 2,550 square feet of new construction, and to demolish a one­
story structure and a "balloon frame" and basement. One addition, approximately 950 
square feet, will be used for a new semmar/exh1btt area wtth bathrooms; the other 
addtt10n wtll be a new conference room of 1.600 square feet The proJect also mcludes 
modificatiOns to the remainmg 1 ,300 square feet of the existmg Expenment Butldmg, 
whtch wtll house a new latchen and lunchroom. a seiSmology lab on the lower level, and 
the ex1stmg carpentry shop The modifications will increase the capacity for lectures 
from 90 to 11 0 persons. 

6 The Apphcant also proposes to construct a generator pad m a locatton between the 
ex1stmg Mam and Research Butldmgs buffered from the restdenttal netghborhood The 
generator wtll be used only dunng power outages, With n01se reflected upward by walls 
around the generator pad 

7 The Applicant's proposal wtll mcrease the existmg denstty on the campus by 2.550 
square feet, resultmg m a new total dens tty of 40,477 square feet The proposed changes 
wtll mcrease the campus floor area ratto C'FAR") to 0 89, below the maxtmum FAR of 
l 8 The new lot occupancy of almost l 0 percent wtll be less than the maxtmurn 
pefimtted Iot occupancy of 40 percent 
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8 The Apphcant's proposal wtll not alter traffic or parking No addttlonal parkmg wtll be 
required as a result ofthe Apphcant's proposal 

9. By memorandum dated July 8, 2004 and through testimony at the pubhc heanng, the 
Office of Planrung ("OP'') recommended approval of the apphcatton subject to the 
cond1t1ons adopted by the Board in Apphcation No 16224, wtth the exception of an 
mcrease m maxtmurn denstty for the campus of 0 89 FAR unttl any future further 
processmg application OP stated that approval of the application would not cause any 
detnmental 1II1pact on neighboring properties, m part because the Carnegie butldmgs are 
set back approxunately 95 feet from the property boundary, and because the proposed 
modtficattons wtll not mcrease the student or faculty populations, create objecttonable 
traffic conditions, or mcrease the demand for parkmg on or around the campus 

10 The Commisston credits OP's concluston that the requested spectal exception is m 
harmony wtth the intent and purpose of the Comprehensive Plan. 

ll. At a pubhc meetmg held June 14, 2004, wtth a quorum present, ANC 3/4G voted 6-0 m 
support of the apphcatton, noting that there will be no change m Carnegte's population 
(99 persons) or parkmg spaces (67). ANC 3/4G requested that the condtttons adopted by 
the Board ofZonmg Adjustment in Apphcatton No. 14831 remain in effect 

Conclusions of Law 

The Applicant is seekmg spectal exceptiOn approval, pursuant to § § 210 and 3104 orthe "Zoning 
RegulatiOns, for further processmg of tts approved campus plan to allow modlficatlons to the 
extstmg Experiment Butldmg, mcludmg two, small one-story addttlons, as well as the 
mstallatton of a concrete pad between the extstmg Mam and Research bulldmgs for an 
emergency generator The Comm1ssion lS authonzed to grant a spectal exceptton where. m the 
Judgment of the Commtsston based on a showtng through substanttal evtdence, the spectal 
except1on wtll be m harmony wtth the general purpose and mtent of the Zomng Regulattons and 
Maps and wtll not tend to affect adversely the use of netghbonng property, subject to certain 
condit1ons specified m § 210 DC. Offictal Code§ 6-641 07(g)(2) (2001), 11 DCMR § 3104 1 

Based on the Fmdmgs of Fact above, the Commtsston approves the requested spectal exception 
for the proposed mmor modtficattons to the Expenment Butldtng and the mstallatton of a 
concrete pad for an emergency generator The proJect 1s conststent wtth the Apphcant's campus 
plan and wtth the Zonmg Regulations and Maps, and will not tend to affect adversely the use of 
netghbonng property The record reflects no objeCtiOns to the appltcatton, and the Commtssion 
gtves great we1ght to the recommendattons of cond1t10nal approval from the Office of Planrung 
and the affected ANC 

The Comrntsston adopts the condtttons previOusly adopted by the Board of Zonmg Adjustment, 
wtth certam mod1ficat10ns and delettons to reflect the passage of tlme smce those orders were 
1ssued 
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Accord.J.ngly, it is ordered that this application 1s GRANTED subject to the following 
CONDITIONS 

1. The campus shall be developed in accordance with the plans marked as Exlubit No. 
10 of the record. 

2. The campus shall be used primarily as a research facllity and for post-doctoral 
educanon m accordance Wlth the approved campus plan. 

3. The campus population shall not exceed 99 persons (not mcluding attendees at 
lectures m the Experiment Buildmg). 

a There shall be no more than 34 students or fellows. 

b. There shall be no more than 30 faculty, 15 techmcal support staff, and 20 
administrative staff and other personnel. 

4. The maxunum floor area ratlo for the campus shall not exceed 0.89. 

S There shall be a rnmirnum of 67 off-street parkmg spaces proVlded. 

6 Existmg landscapmg shall be maintained in a healthy state 

7. The Applicant shall make every effort to facilitate an orderly phasing of the 
construction to minirmze any unpacts on the naghborhood. 

VOTE: 

VOTE: 

4-0-1 (Carol J. Mitten, Anthony J. Hood, Gregory N. Jeffnes and John 
G. Parsons to approve the application; Kevm Hlldebrand not 
present, not voting) 

4-0-1 (Carol J. Mitten, Anthony J Hood, Gregory N. Jeffnes and John 
G. Parsons to adopt the conditions; Kevin Hddebrand not voting, 
not haVlng heard the case) 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. ZONING COMMISSION 
Each concurring member approved the issuance of this order. 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER:--------
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PURSUANT TO 11 DCMR § 3125 6, THIS ORDER WILL BECOME FINAL UPON ITS 
FILING IN THE RECORD AND SERVICE UPON THE PARTIES. UNDER 11 DCMR § 
3125.9, THIS ORDER WTI..L BECOME EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER IT BECOMES 
FINAL. 

PURSUANT TO 11 DCMR § 3130, THIS ORDER SHALL NOT BE VALID FOR MORE 
THAN TWO YEARS AFTER IT BECOMES EFFECI'IVE UNLESS, WITHIN SUCH TWO­
YEAR PERIOD, THE APPLICANT FILES PLANS FOR THE PROPOSED STRUCTURE 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF SECURING A BUILDING PERMIT. 

PURSUANT TO 11 DCMR § 3125 APPROVAL OF AN APPLICATION SHALL INCLUDE 
APPROVAL OF THE PLANS SUBMTITED WITH THE APPLICATION FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE (OR ADDIDON THERETO) OR 
THE RENOVATION OR ALTERATION OF AN EXISTING BUILDING OR STRUCTURE, 
UNLESS THE BOARD ORDERS OTHERWISE. AN APPLICANT SHALL CARRY OUT 
THE CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION, OR ALTERATION ONLY IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PLANS APPROVED 

PURSUANT TO 11 DCMR § 3205, FAILURE TO ABIDE BY THE CONDmONS IN THIS 
ORDER, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, SHALL BE GROUNDS FOR THE REVOCATION OF 
ANY- BUlLDlN-U PERMII' UR CERIIFICATR OF OCCUPANCY ISSUED PUltSUANT TO 
THIS ORDER. 

THE APPUCANT SHALL COMPLY FULLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1977, D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS CHAPTER 25 IN 
TITLE 1 OF THE D.C. CODE. SEE DC. CODE § 1-2531 (1999). TillS ORDER IS 
CONDIDONED UPON FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT. THE 
FAILURE OR REFUSAL OF THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY SHALL BE A PROPER 
BASIS FOR THE REVOCATION OF THIS ORDER. OF THE D.C CODE SEE D.C CODE 
SECTION 2-1402.67 (2001). THIS ORDER IS CONDITIONED UPON FULL COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT. THE FAILURE THE APPLICANT SHALL COMPLY 
FULLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 1977, D.C.LAW 2-
38, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS CHAPTER 14 IN TITLE 2 OR REFUSAL OF THE 
APPLICANT TO COMPLY SHALL BE A PROPER BASIS FOR THE REVOCATION OF 
THIS ORDER NOTE IN SECTION 2-1401 01 OF THE DC HUMAN RIGHTS ACT THAT 
IT IS THE INTENT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, IN 
ENACTING THIS CHAPTER, TO SECURE AN END IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
TO DISCRIMINATION FOR ANY REASON OTHER THAN THAT OF INDIVIDUAL 
MERIT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, DISCRIMINATION BY REASON OF 
RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATURAL ORIGIN, SEX, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE, SEXtlltl. ORIENTATION, FAMILIAL STATUS, F:A:MH:;Y 
RESPONSIBILITIES, MATRICULATION, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY, 
SOURCE OF INCOME, AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE OR BUSINESS 


