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Filing of Prehearing Statement and Request for Waiver of Filing Deadline and 

Deadline for Posting Property 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

Enclosed you will find the original and twenty (20) copies of the prehearing statement of the 
applicant in the above-referenced matter, The Carnegie Institution of Washington ("Carnegie")- By this 
letter, Carnegie hereby requests that, pursuant to section 3100.5 of the zoning regulations (made 
applicable to campus plan proceedings before the Commission pursuant to 11 D.C.M.R. §§ 3035.5 and 
3104.5), the Commission waive the deadline for the filingofthis submission (11 D.C.M.R. § 3113.8), as 
well as for the posting of the Property (11 D.C.M.R. § 3113.14). In support of this request, Carnegie 
submits the following: 

Section 3100.5 provides that: 

Except for§§ 3100through3105, 3121.5 and3125.4, the Board may, for 
good cause shown, waive any of the provisions of this chapter if, in the 
JUdgment of the Board, the waiver will not prejudice the rights of any 
party and is not otherwise prohibited by law_ 

The late posting and filing is as a result of an inadvertent error of counsel for Carnegie in noting 
the deadlines for posting and filing prehearing submissio~ as July 7 and 8, respectively. This error was 
not discovered until July 5, which was a holiday. Immediately on July 6, upon reopening of the Office of 
Zoning, counsel filed the prehearing statement and obtained signs for posting on that day. As illustrated 
below, the requested waivers will not prejudice any rights of any parties (or potential parties) and is not 
otherwise prohibited by law. 

Word 45659791 1 

-ATLANTA·BOSTON·LOSANGELES MINNEAPOLIS NAPLES ORANGECOUNTY SAINTPAuLiwASHINGTON,o.cl 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 04-12

Deleted

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

CASE NO.04-12
EXHIBIT NO.21



Ms. Carol J. Mitten 
July 6, 2004 
Page 2 of3 

1. ANC 3/4G has voted unanimously to approve the aP.Plication. In addition to the Office of 
Zoning providing notice of the filing of the application with ANC 3/4G, Carnegie provided the ANC with 
a copy of its application and supporting documentation. Furthermore, Carnegie made arrangements with 
the ANC to get on its agenda shortly after the application was filed. On June 10, 2004, Carnegie made a 
brief, informal presentation to the AN C. In order to allow proper notice to the constituents of the single 
member district for the Property, the SMD commissioner, Anne Renshaw, requested that action on the 
application be postponed until the ANC's June 14, 2004 meeting. 

At the ANC's June 14, 2004 meeting, Carnegie made another presentation of its proposal. In 
addition to responding to questions of community member's in attendance at the meeting, Ms. Renshaw 
presented several questions of a constituent who could not be in attendance. At the conclusion of the 
presentation, the ANC voted unanimously to support the application. See Exhibit 1. 

2. Notice of the hearing was published in the May lA. 2004 D.C. Register. In accordance 
with section 3113.13(a) of the zoning regulations, notice of the hearing was published in the D.C. 
Register more than forty (40) days in advance of the hearing. See Exhibit 2. 

3. Notice was sent to neighbors within 200 feet of the Property. In fact, in response to this 
notice, one neighbor, the Embassy of Tunisia, filed a letter dated May 27, 2004 objecting to the 
application. See Exhibit 3. The Embassy attached to its letter a copy of the notice provided by the Office 
of Zoning. It IS evident from the original in the file that the Embassy had highlighted the hearing date on 
the notice, as well as the requirement for filing any opposition within fourteen ( 14) days of the hearing.1 

!d. 

4. Carnegie has been working with the community on this proposal for two (2) years. 

Carnegie first presented its proposal to the ANC on June 24, 2002. During this meeting, the ANC 
inQ.icated it had no objection to the modifications. Since that first presentation, there have been no 
material changes to the plans. 

5. No new information is provided with the preheating statement. Rather, the prehearing 
statement serves to give the Commission a more in depth history ofboth Carnegie and its long history at 
the Property. The statement also provides a more detailed explanation of the renovations and additions to 
the subject building and how those additions will be put to use upon completion of the project. 

6. The requested waivers are not otherwise prohibited by law. Section 3100.5 allows the 
Board (in this case, the Commission), to waive the provisions of its procedure. The only exceptions to 
this provisions, as set forth in section 3100.5, are that the Board may not grant waivers from 3100 through 

Given that the Embassy's concern IS wtth maintammg the residential character of the neighborhood, a concern 
shared by Camegte, Carnegie 1s trymg to work wtth the Embassy to resolve any questlons the Embassy may have as to the 
exact nature of the apphcatlon. 
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3105, which relate to the Board's jurisdiction and duties in conducting its hearings and meetings, and 
sections 3121.5 (the closing of the record) and 3125.4 (providing formal notice of an order to parties to 
the appeal or application). 

Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing, it is clear that the surrounding community has had actual notice of the 
hearing and, therefore, there would be no prejudice to any party (currently, only the AN C) or potential 
party in allowing the late posting of notice on the Property. Likewise, as no new information is provided 
in the pre hearing statement, there would be no prejudice in granting a waiver of the filing deadline for the 
statement. There is no prohibition against waiving filing and/or posting deadlines and such waivers are 
routinely granted by the Board. Neither of these waivers are otherwise prohibited by law. Accordingly, 
Carnegie respectfully requests that the Commission grant the requested waivers and allow the late posting 
of the Property and late filing of the preheanng submissiOns. 

cc: Dr. Sean C. Solomon 
Mr. Roy Dingus 

Sincerely, 

ROBINS, KAPLAN, MILLER & CIRESI L.L.P. 

Jeannine Rustad 

Maxine Brown-Roberts, Office of Planning (by hand) 
Anne Renshaw, ANC 3/4G03 (by hand) 
ANC3G 
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Chevy Chose 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3/4G 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. OOX 6252 Northwest Station Washington, DC 20015 

CHEVY CHASE OFFICE 
5601 Connecticut Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20015 
(202) 363-5803 

MAX(202)68~366 
E-man uppernwdc@Juno com 

June 21, 2004 

Ms. Carol Mitten, Chairperson 
Zoninl Commission 
441 4 Street NW -Room 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

RE: Case # 04-12 
The Carnegie Institution of Washington 
5121 Broad Branch Road, NW, Square 2288, Lot 813 
Application for a Campus Plan Amendment 
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At its June 14,2004 public meeting, ANC 3/40 voted 6-0 (a quorum being 4) to approve 
the request of The Carnegie Institution for an amendment to its existing 9ampus Plan to 
construct an addition to an existing building (the Experiment Building), along with a 
concrete pad for a generator. The ANC notes that there will be no change in Carnegie's 
population (99 persons) or parking spaces (67). The ANC asks that the conditions to the 
1988 BZA Order#l4831 remain intact. 

Commissioner Anne Renshaw is authorized to represent the Commission on any an all 
matters related to this case. 

Sincerely, 

~'~~~~ 
Robert Gord~ -:- · 
Chair 

Cc: Councilmember Adrian Fenty 
Councilmember Kathy Patterson 
Mr. Richard B. Nettler 
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Hearing Notice 



51 D.C. REG. 5009, * 
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DISTRICT OF CbLUMBIA REGISTER 
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ISSUE DATE: May 14, 2004 

SUBJECT· PUBLIC HEARINGS 

AGENCY· ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

51 DC. REG 5009 

Star pagmatJ.on is in accord with DCRGST hardcopy paginatJ.on. 
To vtew the next page, type np* and ENTER 
To vtew a specific page, enterp* and the page number. E.G. p*l. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, July 15, 2004, @ 6:30 P.M. 

Office of Zoning Hearing Room 

441 4th Street, N.W.- Suite 220 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING: 

Case No. 04-12 (Carnegie Institution of Washington, Square 2288, Lot 813) 

THIS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ANC 3G 

Page 1 

Application of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, pursuant to 11 DCMR § § 3104 and 210.1, for spec1al 
exceptJ.on approval of an amendment to an approved campus plan and further processing m order to allow modifications 
to an existJ.ng building (the Experiment Buildmg) m the R-1-A D1Stnct at prenuses 5421 Broad Branch Road, N.W. 
(Square 2288, Lot 813). 

PLEASE NOTE: 

. Failure of an applicant or appellant to appear at the public hearing wlll subject the application or appeal 
to dismissal at the diScretion of the Comnnss1on . 

. Failure of an applicant or appellant to be adequately prepared to present the apphcatJ.on or appeal to the 
Comm1Ss1on, and address the required standards of proof for the application or appeal, may subject the 
application or appeal to postponement, diSmissal, or demal. 



The pubhc heanng m thts case will be conducted m accordance With the provis1ons of Chapter 31 of the DiStrict of 
Columbia Municipal Regulations, Title 11, Zonmg. Pursuant to Subsection 3117.4 of the Regulations, the Commission 
will impose time hmits on the testunony of all mdlVlduals. 

lnd!Vlduals and orgamzations mterested in any apphcation may testify at the pubhc hearing or submit written comments 
to the Commiss10n. Individuals and organizations wishing party status m any case before the Comnussion TnllSt request 
that status and should do so m wnting not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the date set for the public hearmg on the 
particular apphcation m accordance Wlth Subsection 3106.2. All requests and comments should be subnutted to the 
Comnussion through Jerrily R. Kress, Director, [*5010] Office ofZonmg, 441 4"' Street, NW, Suite 210, Washington, 
D.C. 20001. Please include the case number on all correspondence. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT 
THE OFFICE OF ZONING AT (202) 727-63 11. 

CAROL J. MITTEN, ANmONY J. HOOD, JOHN G. PARSONS, KEVIN L. HILDEGRAND, AND 
GREGORY N. JEFFRIES- ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTiuCT OF COLUMBIA, BY .TERRIL Y 
R. KRESS, FAIA, DIRECTOR, AND BY ALBERTO P. BASTIDA, AICP, SECRETARY TO THE ZONING 
COMMISSION. 



Notice to neighbors within 200 feet 



Washington, May 27th, 2004 

Mr. Jerrily R. Kress, Director 
Office of Zoning, 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

EMBASSY OF TUNISIA 

1515 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N W. 

WASHINGTON, D C. 20005 

I 
h.) 

Case No. 04-12 (Carnegie Institution of Washington, Square 2288, Lot 813) 

Dear Mr. Kress, 

The Embassy of Tunisia in Washington, (Residence of the Ambassador) located at 5131 Broad 

Branch Road, NW, Washington, DC 20008 is deeply attached to preserving the Residential 

character of this area. Accordingly, the Embassy is opposed to any project which aims at altering 

the Residence's immediate surrounding as referred to in your letter dated May 6, 2004. 

Sincerely, 

••••c••-. llitlldoiCdiarU& 

CUI~ 01/-J;;L 
EY' .. ~ ... ,., ___..__/9......_ __ _ 

' ' 
I, I 

\ 
. I 



WNINC COMMISSION FOR THE tns:rB:ICtJ:; OF- GQLtJMBfA 
NOTICE OF- PUBLIC HE.MUNG 

TIME AND PLACE: 
~::2.__ 

~~nr:scfiy~;_ft~~~@:5:ao-P~M~- ~7 
omce:or~Z.Oiiiiig-'Heanng"Room ~~-=-" 
441 4tb Street,_ ~.w. -Suite 220 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING: 

Case No. 04-12 (Carnegie Institution of Washington, Square 2288, Lot 813) 

THIS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ANC 3G 

Application of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104 
and 210.1, for special exception approval ofan amendment to an approved campus plan 
and further processing in order to allow modifications to an existing building (the 
Experiment Building) in the R-1-A District at premises 5421 Broad Branch Road, N.W. 
(Square 2288, Lot 813). 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• Failure of an applicant or appellant to appear at the public hearing will subject the 
application or appeal to dismissal at the discretion of the Commission. 

• Failure of an applicant or appellant to be adequately prepared to present the 
application or appeal to the Commission, and address the required standards of 
proof for the application or appeal, may subject the application or appeal to 
postponement, dismissal, or denial. 

The public hearing in this case will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 31 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations, Title 11, Zoning. 
Pursuant to Subsection 311 7.4 of the Regulations, the Commission will impose time 
limits on the testimony of all individuals. 

Individuals and organizations interested in any application may testify at the public 
hearing or submit written comments to the Commission. Individuals and organizations 
wishing party status in any case before the Commission must request that status and 
should do so in writing not less than fourteen,iJ~~p~t~-se~..u.blic 
~~ on the particular application in accordance with Subsection 3106.2. All requests 
ana comments should be submitted to the Commission through Jerrily R. Kress, Director, 



BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON APPLICATIONNO. 04-12 
HEARING DATE: JULY 15, 2004 

PREHEARING STATEMENT OF THE APPLICANT 

I. 

INTRODUCTION 

By this application, The Carnegie Institution of Washington ("Carnegie" or the 

"Institution") is seeking a special exception pursuant to section 210 of the zoning regulations to 

amend its campus plan so as to allow minor modifications to an existing building, including 

small additions to the building, known as the Experimental Building. The proposed additions 

total2,550 square feet and, along with the renovations to the building, will allow the reuse of this 

building, which has stood largely vacant for approximately ten (1 0) years. Additionally, 

Carnegie is seeking to install a concrete pad between the existing main and research buildings for 

an emergency generator. 

Other than these minor additions, the use of the campus will remain as previously 

approved. There will be no increase in students, teachers or staff. Nor will there be any 

reduction in parking. 

The application was brought pursuant to a memorandum dated May 16, 2002 of the 

Zoning Review Branch of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Mfairs, referring this 

matter for review pursuant to section 3035 of the zoning regulations for further processing under 

the campus plan to allow an addition to an existing structure is required and sought by the instant 

application. 
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II. 

JURISDICTION OF THE ZONING COMMISSION 

Pursuant to 11 D.C.M.R §§ 3104.4 and 3035.1, the Zoning Commission has jurisdiction 

to grant the requested relief. 

III. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A. The Institution. 

1. The Scientific Organization. 1 

The Carnegie Institution of Washington, headquartered in Washington, D.C., was 

founded in 1902 by Andrew Carnegie as an organization for scientific discovery. The Institution 

has six ( 6) departments around the country devoted to research in plant biology, developmental 

biology, earth and planetary sciences, astronomy, and global ecology. It was Andrew Carnegie's 

intention for the institution to be home to the exceptional person-an individual with 

imagination and dedication who worl<:ed at the cutting edge of a scientific specialty. Some of the 

institution's exceptional individuals include Nobel laureate geneticists, Barbara McClintock and 

Alfred Hershey, and astronomer Edwin Hubble, for whom the Hubble Space Telescope is 

named. 

The subject property (the "Property'') is home to the Geophysical Laboratory ("GL") and 

the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism (''DTM") of the Institution. The GL was founded in 

The followmg ts adapted from the Institution's web site, 
http://www .carnegieinstitution.org/about.html. 

2 
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1905 to examine the physics and chemistry of Earth's deep interior. The laboratory is a world­

renowned center for petrology-the study of rocks. It is also a world leader in high-pressure and 

high-temperature physics making significant contributions to both Earth and material sciences. 

It was at the Institution's Property that scientists recently produced a gem .. sized diamond that is 

harder than any other crystals. See Exhibit 5. The GL, along with the DTM, is a member of 

NASA's Astrobiology Institut~ interdisciplinary effort to investigate how life evolved on 

this planet and determine its potential for existing elsewhere. Among their many projects is one 

dedicated to examining how common rocks found at high-pressure, high-temperature 

hydrothermal vents at the ocean bottom may have provided the catalyst for life on this planet 

The DTM was founded in 1904 to map the geomagnetic field of the Earth. Over the 

years the research direction has shifted, but the historic goal-to understand the Earth and its 

place in the universe-has remained the same. Today, the department is home to an 

interdisciplinary team of astronomers and astrophysicists, geophysicists and geochemists, 

cosmochemists and planetary scientists. These Carnegie researchers are discovering planets 

outside our solar system, determining the age and structure of the universe, and studying the 

causes of earthquakes and volcanoes. With colleagues from the GL, these investigators are a,lso 

helping to define the new and exciting field of astrobiology. 

Scientists at Carnegie are free to investigate their specific areas of interest under the 

broad goals of an individual department. Researchers are given the support and equipment they 

need in a nurturing environment. This arrangement has produced unexpected benefits to society, 

among them hybrid com, the proximity fuze, and new techniques for detecting seismic activity. 

3 
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2 The Good Neighbor. 

Carnegie scientists recogruze their responstbthty to explam thetr work to the pubhc and 

to educate the next generation The mstitut10n hosts a pubhc lecture senes at the Property, 

featunng sctentists on the cuttmg edge of discovery 

On a local level, Dtstnct elementary school chlldren attend Carnegie's Ftrst Light 

'-

Saturday sctence school, where they participate m hands-on lessons m sctence, mathematics, and 

technology Pubhc school teachers m the Distnct attend the Carnegie Academy for Science 

Education (CASE), which focuses on the art ofteachlng these subJects 

Smce 1990, volunteers from DTM and the GL have been prepanng a hot breakfast for the 

homeless the first Wednesday of every month The meal IS served at SOME (So Others Might 

Eat) -- a comprehensive soctal service orgamzation that helps the poor and destitute of 

Washlngton wtth food, clothlng, medtcal care, rehabilitation, housmg, and Job tratmng. 

Fmally, the InstitutiOn came to the atd of 1ts ANC m the past, proVIding meeting space for 

the ANC dunng the Presbytenan Home's expansiOn 

B. The Campus and the Surrounding Neighborhood. 

I The Campus 

The subJect site IS known as 5241 Broad Branch Road, N W and IS located at the 

mtersectlon of Broad Branch Road, 32nd Street, and Jocelyn Street, N W The stte ts rrregular m 

shape and contams approximately 8 8 acres of land area The site has five pnmary bwldmgs a 

Research Bwldmg, Mam Abelson {adnnmstrative) Bwldmg, Cyclotron Bwldmg, the Accelerator 

Butldmg and the Expenment Bwlding. The campus also contams several mctdental bulldmgs. 

The stte can geographlcally be dtvtded mto two areas. The first area contams the Mam 

Bwldmg and ts dommated by a knoll that crests at 275 feet above sea level. Thls knoll slopes 

4 
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downward w1th gradients of three to seventeen percent towards the southwest comer of the s1te, 

wh1ch has an elevatlon of203 feet above sea level The second area ofthe s1te 1s to the north of 

the Mam Bulldmg and contams the Expenment Building, the Cyclotron Bwld.ing, the 

Accelerator Bu1lding and the Research Bwldmg , as well as three parking lots. The highest 

elevanon of thls second area Is 270 feet with lower elevatiOns of 250 feet sloping westward with 

average gradients of between three to rune percent (3-9%) 

The mam entrance to the campus IS from 32nd Street, N W Thls dnve serves as an 

entrance for the Mam Bwldmg and contmues on to serve as a site ex1t VIa Broad Branch Road, 

N.W There are two (2) secondary entrances from Jocelyn Street, N W Pedestnan crrculat10n IS 

between the Mam, Expenment, Research and Cyclotron Buildings via the serv1ce drives or 

across the knoll The vehicular circulatiOn extends from Jocelyn Street, N W serv1cmg the 

Cyclotron, Accelerator and Experiment Buildings There are 67 on site parking spaces located m 

four (4) small parking areas. 

The campus is charactenzed by a low bwldmg density and well mamtamed landscaped 

open space The ex1stmg bulldmgs are well-buffered from surrounding streets by their set back 

from the streets and carefully mamta~ned lawns, specimen trees and ornamental plantmgs that 

create a v1sual rmpress1on of an mstltution sited w1thm a park This impression 1s remforced by 

the groupmg of the bwldings around the knoll of the hill higher and well back from the Broad 

Branch Road, and 32nd Street, N W. The groupmg 1s also well set back from Jocelyn Street, 

N.W 

In 1989, the campus suffered damage from a storm, resultmg m the loss of many old 

growth trees Smce then, the InstitutiOn has planted thirty-five (35) new trees 

5 
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Students, staff and scientists of Carnegie, as well as neighbors of the Institution, enJOY the 

park-hlce setting of the campus. Carnegte's scientists use the grassy areas to the west of the 

Expenment Bmldmg dunng work breaks Neighbors from the surroundmg community routmely 

walk therr dogs or JOg along the north and west sides of the campus In the wmter, the campus IS 

known for havmg the best sleddmg hill m the neighborhood. 

2 The Surroundmg Neighborhood 

The area surrounding the subJect Site is characterized by a residential neighborhood with 

a miX of mstitutional uses m the R-1-A, R-1-B and R-2 zone dtstncts Three (3) mstitutional 

neighbors surround the Immediate borders of the subJect Site in the R-1-A zone distnct These 

mclude the residence of the Tunisian Ambassador, the Presbytenan Home of the Distnct of 

Columbia and Temple Sinai The residential neighborhood IS predommantly smgle-family, 

detached dwellmgs 

C. The Proposed Modifications. 

1 History of Improvements to the Property. 

Dunng its occupancy of the Property smce the early 1920s, Carnegie has made few 

changes. Indeed, Carnegie has strove to mamtain the park-hke settmg of Its campus The 

Expenment Bmldmg, the bwldmg subject to this apphcabon, was completed m the mtd-1920s. 

From the 1920s to the 1930s, a number of state-of-the-art particle accelerators were constructed 

in the Experiment Building, makmg the campus a world-class center for the study of nuclear 

physics A 5-mtlhon volt Van de Graaf Generator was mstalled m the Accelerator Buildmg m 

1938 This Generator IS a stnkmg observatory-like structure located next to the Expenment 

Bmldmg and occupies a place of prominence on campus It has been said that the Generator can 

be seen from planes flying mto National Airport 

6 
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In 1988, a special exception, pursuant to § 210 of the zoning regulations, was granted to 

the Institution, m BZA Application No 14831, to allow the construction of a new research 

buddmg, as well as renovations to the existing Cyclotron Buddmg. This new construction 

resulted in an increase m the floor area ratio from 62 to 882, for the entire campus In 1997, m 

BZA Application No 16224, a special exception, pursuant to § 210 of the zomng regulations, 

was granted to allow modrfications to the existmg Cyclotron Bwldmg and Mam Buddmg. In the 

Order Issued m Application No. 16224, the Board provided that the conditions in BZA Order No 

14831 were to remam m effect 

2 The Proposed Modifications 

a The Expenment Bwldmg 

The Expenment Building, which has a gross floor area of 4,400 square feet, IS currently 

used for the followmg purposes the lower level or basement ts currently used for storage and 

approximately forty percent (40%) of the upper level Is used for Carnegie's carpentry shop. The 

remammg stxty percent (60%) of the buildmg IS vacant and has been for approximately ten (10) 

years 

The proposed work to the Expenment Buildmg includes the demolition and removal of a 

one-story structure and of a "balloon frame" and basement The proposed new construction IS 

for two (2), one-story additions to the existmg Expenment Buildmg totaling 2550 square feet of 

new construction. The first addition will be used for a new seirunar/exhlbit area with bathrooms 

and IS approxrmately 950 square feet The second addition will be for a new one story 

conference room of 1600 square feet The extstmg Expenment Bwldmg will house a new 

kitchen and lunch room, a setsmology lab on the lower level and the extstmg carpentry shop. 

7 
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The proJect will also mclude modifications to the remaimng 1300 square feet of the extstmg 

structure 

Although the addtttons total only 2,550 square feet of new construction, the renovations 

will result m an additional 4, 700 square feet of new space The result wtll be the transformation 

of an under-utthzed storage facihty and carpentry shop mto an attractive center for education and 

scientific and social mteractlon Thts Arts and Crafts style bwldmg will be preserved and 

enhanced, creatmg an aesthetically pleasmg bwldmg that wtll be consistent wtth the pre-World 

War II architecture of the surroundmg neighborhood 

Of htgh pnonty m destgnmg the proposed addttions was the preservation of the 

surroundmg trees and greenery and preservmg the campus's tranqwl, park-bke setting 2 The 

proposed construction wtll expand the footpnnt of the bwldmg eastward m the direction of the 

other exiSting buildmgs on the campus, rather than m the direction of the undeveloped grassy 

area to the west The few trees and bushes that wlll be removed during the stte preparation for 

the new foundation wtll be replaced An open colonnade and courtyard with bnck pavers wtll 

hnk the renovated Expenment Bulldmg to the historic Van de Graaf Generator tower and 

provide an attractive setting for outdoor activities. 

2 Preservmg the tdylhc state of the campus has always been ofpnonty to Carnegte For example, m 
the late 1980s, there was some concern that expenments conducted With radloactive matenals durmg the Dllddle 
decades of the twentieth century Dllght have left behmd trace restdues An extenstve survey of the campus seekmg 
the possible presence ofradloactivtty was performed pnor to the construction of the research bwldmg m 1990. The 
findlngs were conclusiVe that there was no radloactiv1ty on the campus 

8 

Word 45659743 1 



Important features of the renovation include 

• A state-of-the-art auditorium: A 1,600 square foot auchtonum Will proVIde 

much needed space for scientific semmars, lectures and other gathenngs, which 

occur several times a week at the campus as part of the on-gomg educational 

program. The current semmar room IS m the basement of the Abelson Bwldmg. 

Seatmg only about 80, the current semmar room IS madequate for the Institution's 

needs. The new theater, with sloped floonng and upgraded projection facilities, 

Will seat 120 

The year-round semmar program Is central to the research program at the campus 

While other Carnegte departments (e g embryology, plant biology and global 

ecology) are located on umversity campuses, allowmg for mutually beneficial 

mteractions among faculty, the campus scientists enJOY no formal umversity 

affiliation Thus, commurucat10n with other researchers IS dependent upon an 

active lecture program, which, m turn, requires state-of-the-art facilities. 

The audltonum will also benefit the surrounding commuruty, as It Will be used for 

pubbc lectures to mform members of the community about current research at the 

campus, mcludmg topics such as how planetary systems arose from pnmordtal 

matter, how matter behaves m extreme conditions, and how hfe might have ansen 

on this planet. Carnegte scientists organized a successful pubbc lecture senes m 

2001 and 2002, The Centennzal Nezghborhood Lecture Serzes, and the plan IS to 

resume these pubbc lectures once the new audttonum 1s completed. 

• Kitchen and Dining Area: The plans call for the mstallation of a large modem 

kitchen and eatmg area in the Expenment Bwldmg. This new fac1hty Will be 
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used to feed Carnegte scientists and colleagues from other institutions that come 

together for numerous penodtc gathenngs, mcludmg conferences 

The dtmng facthty wtll also be used on a daily basts by members of the "Lunch 

Club," a group of scientists who take turns prepanng lunch for one another 

throughout the year, a tradttton whtch ongmated m 1948 See Exhzbzt 6 The 

mformal discussions over these lunches have been a vttal part of the Carnegte 

scientific tradttion 

• Conference Rooms and Galleries: The expanded butldmg wtll also contam 

much needed conference room space for break-out sessions and semmars 

Currently, when relatively large groups of scientists gather m the cramped 

basement of the Abelson Buildmg to participate m semmars and conferences, 

there are no nearby conference rooms for break-out sesstons. The Abelson 

Bwlding also lacks space for displays of scientific posters that are now wtdely 

used by sctentists to dissemmate thetr latest research results dunng scientific 

conferences The renovated and expanded Expenment Bwldmg will mclude 

gallery space that wlll make It possible to display such posters, plus histoncal 

obJects from and informative dtsplays about the Institution's tllustnous past 

b The Generator Pad 

Given the large amount of specialized equipment and number of computers utilized at the 

campus, It IS rmperattve that thts equtpment have a steady source of emergency power 

Consequently, Carnegte IS proposmg to construct an generator pad between the existing Abelson 

and Research bwldmgs This location ts well buffered from the residential neighborhood 
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Moreover, the generator will only be used dunng power outages and, because of the walls 

around the generator pad, the nmse w1ll be reflected upward, rather than outward. 

3 The Additions Are Mmor 

The eXIsting density of the campus wlll be mcreased by a mere 2,550 square feet, 

resultmg m a new denstty of 40,477 square feet. The existing lot area ts 377,852 68 square feet, 

for a total lot occupancy of about (11%), well below the allowable forty percent (40%)(or 

151,141 07 square feet) The proposed addition will increase the total floor area ratio ("FAR") 

for the site to 89, well below the maxtmum allowed of 1 8 FAR. 

There will be no increase m the number of students or staff, nor any reduction m parking 

IV. 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION CONSIDERATIONS 

A. Criteria for Special Exceptions. 

The cntena for a special exception, 11 D C M R § 3104 1 permits the Board to grant 

special exceptions, pursuant to the followmg 

Pursuant to authonty contamed m the Zonmg Act of June 20, 1938 
(52 Stat 797), as amended, the Board IS authonzed to grant special 
exceptions, as proVIded m this title where, m the judgment of the 
Board, those special exceptions Will be m harmony with the 
general purpose and mtent of the Zonmg Regulations and Maps 
and Will not tend to affect adversely the use of netghbonng 
property in accordance wtth the Zomng Regulations and Zomng 
Maps, subject m each case to the special conditions specified m 
this title . 

Effective December 8, 2000, Junsdictlon over campus development plans, mcluding 

amendments to campus development plans, was transferred to the Zonmg Commisston (the 

"Commisston") Thus, the CommiSSIOn IS empowered to grant a special exception where It fmds 
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(1) The proposed use IS m harmony With the Zone Plan and 
Zone Maps, and 

(2) The proposed use IS not likely to adversely affect the use of 
neighbonng property 

The Conumss10n's dtscretlon m reviewing an application for a special exception is 

limited to a determmatlon of whether the applicant has complied With requirements of the 

section If the applicant meets this burden, the Board ordmanly must grant the application. Fzrst 

Baptzst Church of Washzngton v Dzstrzct of Columbia Board of Zonzng Adjustment, 432 A 2d 

695, 698 (DC 1981), Stewart v Dzstrzct of Columbza Board of Zonzng Adjustment, 305 A 2d 

516, 518 (DC 1973) 

1 Criteria Pursuant to Section 210 - The Proposed Modifications Will not 
Result mAny Adverse Impact on the Use of Neighboring Property. 

In reVIewmg the cntena under section 210, It IS Important to keep m mmd that the Board 

found that the Applicant satisfied the cntena m BZA Application Nos 14831 and 16224 Smce 

then, Carnegte has operated, without change and Without mcident, at the Property Not only are 

the proposed additions mmor, but there IS no proposed change m use of the Property That IS, 

there will be no change m the number of students or staffing nor any reduction m parkmg. 

Under§ 210 of the zomng regulatiOns, the Zomng Commission may approve a special 

exception for a campus plan, provided that the Applicant meets the condltlons specified in § 

3104 of chapter 31 of the zonmg regulations, and proVIded that. 

210.2 Use as a college or university shall be located so that it is not likely to become 
objectionable to neighboring property because of noise, traffic, number of students, 
or other objectionable conditions. 

Carnegte has operated at the Property smce the early 1920s. In this time, the park-like 

setting of the property has remained mtact Given the large campus and small number of 

bUildmgs, there has been no disruption to the surroundmg neighborhood The site IS a self-
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contmned campus, separated from Its abuttmg neighbors by pubhc streets and Wide expanses of 

open space The campus IS pnmanly used as a research facility With a modest population, which 

does not generate any actiVIty that adversely affects the surroundmg residential neighborhood. 

The proposed additions are not to be accompanied by any mcreased population at the 

Property or reduction m parking The new generator will only operate during power outages 

and, g~ven the walls around the generator, any n01se Will be directed upwards, rather than 

outwards Moreover, the generator pad has been appropnately placed so as to be set back from 

the residential neighbors 

Given these factors, the proposed changes will not be obJectionable to neighbonng 

properties due to n01se, traffic, number of students or other conditions 

210.3 In R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5-A, and R-5-B Districts, the maximum bulk requirements 
normally applicable in the districts may be increased for specific buildings or 
structures; provided, that the total bulk of all buildings and structures on the 
campus shall not exceed the gross floor area prescribed for the R-5-B District. In all 
other Residence Districts, similar bulk increases may also be permitted; provided, 
that the total bulk of all buildings and structures on the campus shall not exceed the 
gross floor area prescribed for the R-5-D District. :Because of permissive increases 
as applicable to normal bulk requirements in the low-density districts regulated by 
this title, it is the intent of this subsection to prevent unreasonable campus 
expansion into improved low-density districts. 

The gross floor area of the campus, with the addition (which total only 2,550 square feet), 

is a mere 40,477, with a correspondmg lot occupancy of JUSt about ten percent (11 %) and FAR 

of .89 (up from .882) The allowable lot occupancy of forty percent (40%) would permit 

151,141 07 square feet ofrmprovements or almost four (4) times that existing and proposed The 

allowable FAR IS 1 8 

Because the Improvements to the campus fall well below the maximum bulk 

requirements for the underlying zone distnct, the mcrease available through this subsection 1s not 

needed 
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210.4 As a prerequisite to requesting a special exception for each college or university use, 
the applicant shall have submitted to the Commission for its approval a plan for 
developing the campus as a whole, showing the location, height, and bulk, where 
appropriate, of all present and proposed improvements, including but not limited to 
the following: 

(a) Buildings and parking and loading facilities; 
(b) Screening, signs, streets, and public utility facilities; 
(c) Athletic and other recreational facilities; and 
(d) A description of all activities conducted or to be conducted on the 

campus, and of the capacity of all present and proposed campus 
development. 

A complete set of plans and surveys required pursuant to this submission was subrmtted 

with this application and, for the converuence of the Commission, are attached to this Statement 

as Exhzbits 2-4 The descnptions of the activities conducted on the campus and proposed for the 

renovated Experiment Bmldmg are contamed m this Statement 

210.5 Within a reasonable distance of the college or university campus, and subject to 
compliance with§ 210.2, the Commission may also permit the interim use of land or 
improved property with any use that the Commission may determine is a proper 
college or university function. 

This section IS mapphcable, as all functions of Carnegte are contained on the campus 

210.6 When a major new building that has been proposed in a campus plan is instead 
moved off-campus, the previously designated site shall not be designated for, or 
devoted to, a different major new building unless the Commission has approved an 
amendment to the campus plan applicable to the site; provided, that for this 
purpose a major new building is defined as one specifically identified in the campus 
plan. 

This sectiOn IS mapphcable, as no new maJor buildmg IS proposed or proposed to be 

moved off campus 

210.7 In reviewing and deciding a campus plan application or new building construction 
pursuant to a campus plan, the Commission shall consider, to the extent they are 
relevant, the policies of the District Elements of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Property IS located m Ward 3 MaJor themes of Ward 3 mclude maintamtng the 

stability of the residential neighborhoods, mamtainmg the low-density, high-quality character of 
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the ward, and preserving and promoting cultural and natural amemties 10 DC MR.§§ 1400 2 

With regard to mstitut10nal uses Within the ward, there IS to be a balancmg between promoting 

such uses while at the same time hmitmg their potential /d, see also 10 D C.M.R § 1409 2(f). 

As noted herem, smce It occupation of the Property m the early 1920s, Carnegie has 

stove to mamtam the park-hke settmg of the campus. Indeed, even with the proposed 

modifications, Carnegie has designed them so as to have as httle Impact on the surroundmg 

commuruty as possible Given the small nature of the modifications and the fact that there will 

be no corresponding mcrease m population at the Property, the proposed modifications are 

consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for Ward 3. Specifically, With regard to the land use 

obJectives for Ward 3, the proposed modifications 

• Maintam the existmg land use character of the ward (10 D C.M R § 1409.2(a)), as there 
is no mcrease m use or change m a non-conforming use, 

• Protects the surroundmg residential neighborhood (10 D.C.M.R § 1409.2(b)) by 
mamtammg the park-hke settmg of the campus, 

• Mamtam the physical condition of the commuruty through the provision of open space 
(10 D.C.M.R. § 1409.2(c)), 

• Do not create conflicts between land use and transportation facilities and functions. See 
10 DC M R § 1409 2(d). Given Its low-density and low-mtensity use of the eight-acre 
campus, Carnegie does not put a high demand on the local mfrastructure; 

• Ensure that development of mstitutlonal holdings has no adverse effects on surroundmg 
areas and IS consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 10 D C.M.R. § 1409 2(h), 

• Ensure that land use does not exceed the capacity of the ward's infrastructure. 10 
DC M.R § 1409.2(1) 

210.8 As an integral past of the application requesting approval of new building 
construction pursuant to a campus plan, the college or university shall certify and 
document that the proposed building or amendment is within the floor area ratio 
(FAR) limit for the campus as a whole, based upon the computation included in the 
most recently approved campus plan and the FARs of any other buildings 
constructed or demol :ished since the campus plan was approved. 

This Information and certificatiOn was contamed m the Statement of Reasons submitted 

m support of the Application. 
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210.9 Before taking fmal action on an application for use as a college or university, the 
Commission shall submit the application to the D.C. Office of Planning and the D.C. 
Department of Transportation for review and written reports. 

Upon information and bebef, the Office of Zomng has so subnutted the application 

Camegte has met with the Office of Plannmg on two (2) occasions, mcludmg a site VISit of the 

Campus wtth the Office ofPlannmg 

2. The Proposed Modifications are m Harmony wtth the Zone Plan and Zone 
Maps. 

As Illustrated above, the proposed new construction ts m harmony wtth the mtent and 

general purpose of the zonmg regulations and map and wtll not tend to tmpact adversely the use 

of the netghbonng properties 

v. 

WITNESSES 

1 Roy Dmgus, Facility Manager, Carnegie Institution 

Z Lynne Iadarola, Architect, Archeus Studio 

v. 

EXHIBITS 

1. Apnl23, 2004 referral ofthe Actmg Zomng Admtmstrator 

2 Plat 

3 Stte Plans 

4 Experiment Building Modification Plans 

5 New Arttcle- Large Dtamonds Made from Gas are the Hardest Yet, February 25, 
2004 

6 Joan Nathan, The Washington Post, The Fzrst Law zs No Comp/aznts About the 
Food (October 14, 1984) 
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7 Order, Apphcatlon No 14831 of the Carnegie lnstltutlon of Washington (July 21, 
1988) 

8. Order, Application No 16224 of the Carnegie Institution of Washington (Apnl 
23, 1997) 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated herem and for the reasons proVIded at the hearing, The Carnegie 

Institution of W ashmgton respectfully requests that the Board grant the relief sought Given the 

lack of adverse Impact on the surroundmg area, the support of ANC 3/4G, Carnegie requests a 

bench decision and summary order, If the Board feels such a decision IS JUStified 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

ROBINS, KAPLAN, MILLER & CIRESI, LLP 
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GOVERNMENT OF 1HE DlSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGUL'\TORY AFFAIRS 

*** --Bulle iag and L J.Dd llepl~on Adm uilitratioo 
OfliCJ· of the Adminisuatc r 

April 23,2004 

.MF!MORANDUl\( 

To: 

l'rom: 
( Acting Zoning Administ~ator 

~.ubject: Proposed Alteration and Repair and Addttion to 
An E'risting Buildmg for Carnegie- Institution of 
Washington located at premises: S241 Broad 
Branch Road, NW Lot 813, in Squure 2288 
Zoned R-1-A 

Review of plans Cor the proposed construction at the above subject premises 
indicates that Z<ning Commission approval h required as follow~: 

1. Zoning Commission review pursuant to Section 3035 for further 
Processipg under the campus plan to allow an addition to an 
Existing structure in the R-1-A zone district. {Section 3104.1) 

941 '>forth Cap1tol Scrcec, N.e .. Swce 2000, Washtngtou, D.C. 20002 
Phone. (202) 442-4455 Fax. (202) 442-4863 
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02·32-Z(a) 
NOTES AND COMPUTATIONS 

ADDRESS: 4241 Broad Brach Road, N.W. LOT(S) 813 SQUARE: 2288 

ZONED: R-1-A 

REQUIRED ALLOWED PROVIDED VARIANCE 

I LOT AREA BZA 377.852.68 Sq. Ft (Existing) 

LOT WIDTH BZA 714.265' Average (Existing) 
I 

LOT OCCUPANCY 151.141,07 Existing 34,859.0 Sq. Ft. 

(40o/o) Sq.Ft Addition 5,618.0 Sq. Ft. 
Total 40~117.0Sg. Ft !Ot10~ 

FLOOR AREA 
RATIO() BZA i 

' 

1 PARKING SPACES BZA Parking lots Existing 

LOADING BERTHS N/A N/A 

FRONT YARD NIA N/A l 
REAR YARD 25.0' 25.0'+ 

SIDE YARD 8' and B' 8'+ and 8'+ 

COURT, OPEN none none 
I 

COURT. CLOSED none none I 
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Large diamonds made from gas are the hardest yet 

Washington, D.C. Producing a material that is harder than natural 
diamond has been a goal of materials science for decades. Now a 
group* headed by scientists at the Carnegie Institution's 
Geophysical Laboratory in Washington, D.C., has produced gem­
sized diamonds that are harder than any other crystals. Further, the 
researchers grew these diamonds directly from a gas mixtUre at a 
rate that is up to 100 times faster than other methods used to date. 

"These are real diamonds made of carbon and identical in structure 
to those formed in nature and by high pressure and temperature 
methods," said Chih-shiue Yan, lead author of the study published 
in the February 20, online Physica Status Solidi. "We believe these 
results are major breakthroughs in our field. Not only were the 
diamonds so hard that they broke the measuring equipment, we 
were able to grow gem-sized crystals in about a day." 

The researches grew the crystals using a special high-growth rate 
chemical vapor deposition (CVD) process that they developed. They 
then subjected the crystals to high-pressure, high-temperature 
treatment to further harden the material. In the CVD process, 
hydrogen gas and methane are bombarded with charged particles, or 
plasma, in a chamber. The plasma prompts a complex chemical 
reaction that results in a "carbon rain" that falls on a seed crystal in 
the chamber. Once on the seed, the carbon atoms arrange 
themselves in the same Cl)'$talline structure as the seed. In this case, 
the seed was a type lb synthetic diamond plate. They have grown 
single crystals of diamonds up to 10 millimeters across and up to 4.5 
millimeters in thickness by this method. 

The crystals produced by CVD are very tough. "We noticed this 
when we tried to polish them into brilliant cuts," said Yan. "They 
were much harder to polish than conventional diamond crystals 
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produced at high pressure and high temperature." The researchers 
then subjected the tough CVD crystals to high-temperature and 
high-pressure conditions. The diamonds were heated to 2000° C and 
put under pressures between 50,000 and 70,000 times atmospheric 
pressure (5-7 GPa) for ten minutes. This final process resulted in the 
ultrahard material, which was at least 50% harder than the 
conventional diamonds as shown by direct measurements carried 
out in collaboration with scientists at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. 

"Making diamonds has not been the primary goal of our research," 
remarked Russell Remley of Carnegie. "Our group is interested in 
the behavior of materials at extreme pressures and temperatures. We 
need large, perfect diamond crystals to create new classes of high­
pressure devices for our research and decided to explore whether we 
could make these crystals by CVD processes. We found that we 
could, and at a very high growth rate. This has opened up an entirely 
new way of producing diamond crystals for a variety of 
applications, such as the next generation diamond-based electronics 
devices and cutting tools. Our new finding that the diamonds can be 
supertough and/or superhard was a surprise and will greatly benefit 
many of these applications." 

Caption for the image on link 
http://www .carnegieinstitution.org/ diamond/: This photograph 
shows a synthetic brilliant cut single-crystal diamond grown by 
chemical vapor deposition, CVD. About 2.5 mm high, this crystal 
was grown in about 1 day at Carnegie. The very bottom (table) of 
the crystal is a type 1 b seed: hence the yellow tint which is due to 
internal reflection (the CVD diamond is transparent). [C.S. Yan et 
al., Physica Status Solidi (a) 201,R25 (2004)]. The researchers have 
also reported that these CVD diamonds are capable of easily 

) 

generating ultrahigh pressures to at least 200 GPa. [W.L. Mao et al., 
Appl. Phys. Lett. 83, 5190 (2003)] (Image used with permission 
Physica Status Solidi http://www.pss-rapid.com) . 

Link to related papers http://cdac.ciw.edu/ 

*This research was supported by the National Science Foundation, 
the U.S. Department of Energy, the National Nuclear Security 
Agency, through the Carnegie/ DOE Alliances Center, CDAC, the 
W. M. Keck Foundation, and The G. Unger Vetlesen Foundation. It 
w~ conducted in collaboration with researchers at the Phoenix 
Crystal Corporation and Los Alamos National Laboratory. The 
Carnegie Institution of Washington ( www .Carnegielnstitution.org) 
has been a pioneering force in basic scientific research since 1902. It 
is a private, nonprofit organization with six research departments in 
the U.S.: Plant Biology and Global Ecology in Stanford, CA; The 
Observatories in Pasadena, CA, and Chile; Embryology, in 
Baltimore, MD; and the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism and 
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the Geophysical Laboratory in Washington, DC. 
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Geolunching 
The first law is: No complaints about the food 

by Joan Nathan 
The Washington Post Magazine, October 14, 1984 

No bell rang. At precisely 12:30 p.m. the scientists filed into the Standard Magnetic Observatory 
Building on the five-acre grounds of the Carnegie Institution at 5241 Broad Branch Rd. N.W. Sixteen of 
them in all - geochemists, geophysicists, astronomers and planetary physicists - eat in the lunch group of 
the Carnegie Institution's department of terrestrial magnetism. They have been lunching together for 36 
years. 

ThiS day's menu, served buffet style on the kitchen sink counter, was fish creole with rice, cantaloupe, 
iceberg salad, bottled dressings, Vie de France bread, leftover chicken basquaise from the day before, 
water, jug wine 3.11d ice cream for dessert. 

Each scientist tilled a plate and picked up utensils set in glasses on the counter, then sat down at the red 
and white checked tableclothed table. 

The group's rules are strict but few. No complaints about the food. Hot dogs allowed only once a week. 
No seconds served until12:45. Any scientist in the department of terrestrial magnetism can apply for 
membership, provided he or she takes a turn as cook for a we~k two or three times a year. 

"We started after the war," said geophysicist thomas Aldrich, who began working at the department in 
1950 and will retire later this year. "We had been out in the world. We didn't like brownbagging or 
going to restaurants where we had to waste 1 112 hours of our time. So eight of us formed a cooperative 
lunch club." In those days the club merely served wholesale-purchased canned soup and instant coffee to 
go with sandwiches. 

"By the time we got so big that we moved here to the SMO building from the top of the Cyclotron 
Building, we had given up the measurement of the Earth's surface and were exploring magnetic fields," 
added Aldrich, between bites of cantaloupe. 

Today's club members are natives of Australia, China, Egypt, France, India, Japan, Switzerland and the 
United States. Such scattered origins promise a menu that's extensively international. 

"If I have time, I cook in the evening before," said Nathalie Vallette-Silver, cook of the week. On this 
occasion, though, V allette-Silver had been pressed for time. She prepared her French fish sauce when 
she arrived in the morning. 

Other cooks are less scrupulous than V allette-Silver about making meals from scratch. "I cook what's 
easy," said geophysicist Alan Linde, "great Australian delicacies like spaghetti and chili casseroles." 

Other favorites are frozen chicken pot pies, quiche, venison stew in the winter (from a scientist-hunter) 
and the enchiladas that Vallette-Silver's husband Paul Silver had made the week before. 

Veteran lunch-grouper Aldrich, though, is no culinary adventurer. His Monday-to-Friday menu has not 
varied in the past 15 years: hot dogs and clam chowder; Indiana chowder; chicken; California tamale 
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pie; and tuna and noodles. 

The cook of the week pays all expenses, cleans up after the lunch and signs in the guest$ each day in the 
lunch club record. -

"The first time I cooked, the Ca,rnegie Board came on a visit to see if everything went well," Vallette­
Silver said. "I had to make food for 20 people more who were rich and chic and used to eating Fifth 
Avenue-style ... Then the Chinese delegation came. I thought it was a joke when my husband told me that 
a journalist was coming this morning." 

As V allette-Silver worried about her lunch, the scientists dug their forks into shrimp and catfish, and 
continued talking about the universe, the galaxy, earthquakes and volcanoes. Then they stacked their 
dishes in the dishwasher and went back to work. 

French Creole Fish with Rice 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Application No. 14831, of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, pursuant to 11 DCl\m 3108.1, for a special 
ex:ep!ion under Section 210 for further processing under an 
ex1st1ng ca~pus plan for the proposed new constr~ction of a 
research building and :nain building addition i,n an R-1-A. 
District at pre"llises· 5241 Broad Branch Road, N.W., (Square 
2 2 8 8 , Lo t 813 ) . 

,,-- .. ---· 
HEARING DATE: 
DECISION DATE: 

21, 1988 -) 
21; 1988 (Bench Decision) 1 .. ...._ ________________ -

FINDINGS OF FACTS: 
~------------------

1. The subject site 
Road ; N. W. and i s 1 o cat e d 
Branch Road, 32nd Street, 
site is zoped R-1-A. 

is known as 5241 Broad Branch 
at the intersed'tion of .Broad 
and Jocelyn Street, N.W. The 

2. The site, lot 813, Square 2288 is irregular ·in 
shape an~ contains approxi:nately 8.8 acres of land area. It 
contains 1:he ca:npus of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. 

3. Lot 813 is i:nproved with several structures, 
including the Main Building, the Experi:nent Building, the 
Cyclotron Building, and the Accelerator Building as well as 
several s~aller incidental structures. The site can geogra­
phically be divided into two areas. T~e first area contains 
the Main Building and is do:ninated by a knoll which crests 
at 275 feet above sea level. This knoll slopes downward 
with gradients ·of three to seventeen percent towards the 
southwest corner of the site, which has an elevation of 203 
feet above sea level. The second area of the site is to {he 
north of the Main Building and contains the Experi~ent 
But lding, the Cyclotron Building, the Accele.rator Building 
and a variety of incidental buildings, as well as the 
parking lot. The highest elevation of this second area is 
270 feet with lower elevations of 250 feet sloping westward 
with av~rage gradients of between three and nine percent. 

4. The :nain entrance to the ca:npus is fro:n 32nd 
Street·, N.W. This drive serves as an entrance for the Main 
Building and continues on to serve as a site exit via Broad 
Branch Road, N.W.· There are two secondary entrances fro:n 
Jocelyn Street, N.W. Pedestrian circulatio·n is between the 
Main, Experi~ent and Cyclotron Buildings via the service 
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drives or across the knoll. , The vehicular circuiation 
extends fron Jocelyn ~treet, ~.W. servicing the Cyclotron, 
Accelerator and E~per l.nent BUllc:Hngs. There are approxi­
~ately thirty on-site parkinglspaces located along the main 
and sec~ndary. entrance drives and in a s~all area north of 
the Main Duilding. 

5. The canpus is characterized by a low building 
density' and well :naintained landscaped ,g,pen space. The 
existing bui !dings are well-buffered 'iro:n surrounding 
streets by their set back fro~ the streets and carefully 
:naintained lawns, speci11en trees and orna-11ental plantings 
that create a visual i~pression of an institution $ited. 
within a park. This i:11pression is reinforced by the 
grouping of the buildings around the knoll of the hi 11 
hirrher and well back fro:n Broad Branch Road, and 32nd 
Street, N.W. The grouping is also well set back fro:n 
Jocelyn Street, N.W. 

6. The area surrounding the subject site is 
characterized by a residential neighborhood with a ~ix of 
institutional uses in the R-1-A, R-1-B and R-2 Districts. 
Three institutional neighbors surround the immediate borders 
of the Carnegie Institution in the R-1-A District. These 
include the residence of the Tunisian A1lbassaqor, the 
Presbyterian Ho~e of the District of Colu11bia and Te~ple 
Sinai. The rest'dential neighborhood is predo:ninantly 
single fa:nily detached dwellings. 

7. The purpose of this application is to further 
enhance the physical plant of the ca11pus in order to provide 
research and education a 1 facilities of the highest 
caliber, and to per~it increased interaction a:nong scien­
tists in different disciplines. In order to pursue these 
develop~ents, the Carnegie Institution seeks special excep­
tion approval pursuant to 11 DCMR Section 3108.1 and 210 
for further processing under an existing ca~pus plan. 

8, The Carnegie Institution of Washington is a 
non-profit resear~h and etlu•~lllional institution which 
conducts basic research and truining in the natural sci­
ences, such as earth and planctury sciences, astrono:ny, 
developmental biology and pl:wt biology. The current ca:npus 
is the site of the Departnt>nt of Terrestrial l\1agnetis11, 
which engages in a wide vnriPty of studies in astrophysics, 
geophysics, geoche11istry h~ci planetary physics. The 
Geophysical Laboratory, loC'tdcd at 2801 Upton Street, N.W., 
is another branch of the Carnegie Institution. This branch 
conducts physical che~ical studies of geological proble:ns, 
w i t h par t i c u 1 a r e 11p has i s on t he p roc e s s e s i n v o 1 v e d i n 
fornation and evolution of the earth's ~antle and core. The 
Carnegie Institution's purpose is to pro:note the develop:nent 
of interdisciplinary sciene:e, with the collection of 
scientists at the sa11e ca·npus designed.,'f.l'to encourage 
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interaction across several disciplines of the earth and 
planetary sciences. Therefore this site is used pri~arily 
as a research facility and for post-doctoral education. 

9. The total existing ca:npus population is ninety 
persons and consists of thirty faculty, twenty-five 
students, fifteen technical support staff, fourteen 
ad~inistrative staff, and six building and grounds 
personnel .. It is projected that by 1990 the only increase 
in the ca~pus population will be the nu~ber of students. 
The.nu~ber of students is expected to increase by nine 
resulting in a total student population of thirty-four by 
1990. There is no significant anticipated growth beyond 
1990. 

1 0 . The t o t a 1 fl o or are a rat i o ( F ~) o f t he ex i s t i n g 
buildings is 0.62. The proposed construc't'ion would add 0.26 
FAR to :nake a total of 0.88 FAR. The maxi:nu:n FAR per:nj tt~ 
for all buildings on ~ t~npus in E-.n R-1-A !H stri•-: t i'S 1. 8: 
Thirty off-street parking spaces exist on the ca11pus. The 
proposed construction will increase the nu~ber of off-street 
spaces to sixty-seven. 

11. The Carnegie Institution proposes to construct a 
new research building as well as renovate the Cyclotron and 
Main Buildings on its ca~pus. The proposal seeks to ~ain­
tain the current ~landscaping of the ca~pus and builds in 
their existing co11posltion by locating the new Research' 
Building at the rear of the ·ca~pus as viewed fro~ the corner 
of Broad Branch Road, and 32nd Street, N. W. This new 
construction will be set back fro~ the Main Building, which 
.will thus retain its visual pro~inence. The new Research 
Building will consist of approxi~ately 63,000 square feet 
of gross f 1 oor area, and will house twenty-five facu 1 t y 
11e:nbers, approxi~ately twenty-seven students and fifteen 
support staff. 1'he environ11ental i11pact of the new Research 
Bui I ding will be mini:nized' by locating vehicular access, 
parki~g and services in the rear of the building. with the 
truck loading dock visually screened by its place~ent at 
the ground floor or lowest elevation of the building. 

12. The Carnegie Institution also proposes to renovate 
the existing Cyclotron Building to serve as a center for 
Isotope· Geoch:nistry and Cos~oche1li$try, and to provide 
1 abora tory, office and support areas for five facu 1 ty 
~e:nbers and approKi:nately seven students. This facility 
requires ultra-clean laboratories and will be locate9 
separately fro~ the other research areas. In addition! the 
Carnegie Institution proposes to renovate the Main Building 
to serve as the ad~inistrative, library and social center 
for the ca~pus. An existing shop area in~ediately adjacent 
to this building vri 11 be renovated to provide a s:nall 
auditoriu~ seating approxi~ately ninety people. In addition 
it will house approxi:nately fourteen ad-ninl~trRtive staff 
and provide office space for visiting scientists. 
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13. The proposed new construction and renovation 
activity will take between two and three years to complete. 
The initial phase of construction will include the new 
Research Building and Cyclotron Building. It is anticipated 
tha:t this phase will take up to eighteen months with a 
reserve of three · :nonths. Most of the heavy dirt hauling 
activity will occur during this period. Once the new 
research building is co~pleted work will proceed on the Main 
Building and the :te:naining construction activity is 
esti:nated to take h1elve :nonths. 

14. The Office of Planning (OP) by report dated July 
13, 1988 reco~ended that the application be approved. The 
OP believes that the proposed new develop~ent and renovation 
of existing buildings are designed to ~aintain co~atability 
with the character of the area, and would be so located that 
it is not likely to create objectionable conditions in the 
area. The Board concurs with reco~~endation of the OP. 

15. Advisory Neighborhood Co:n:nission (ANC) 3G by 
report dated July 5, 1988 reco:n:uended approval of the 
application. ANC-30 was satisfied with t~~ long range plans 
for the site and believes that the new facility would fit 
well on the site and in the neighborhood. The ANC is of the 
opinion that the only ~ajar proble~ that it forsees lies in 
the fact that there will be so~e disruption to the surround­
ing neighborhood ~ur ing the construe t ion period when heavy 
trucks will be hauling dirt fro~ th• excavation of the site 
and propose the following conditions. 

a. Construction traffic $hould leave the site by 
way of Jocelyn Street, 32nd Street and Nevada 
Avenue Avenue out to Nebraska Avenue rather 
than by way of Jocelyn to Broad Branch and 
Nevada and then to Nebra~ka. 

b. Construction vehicles shou14 not approach the 
site down either 32nd Street or Broad Branch, 
but instead, return to the site the way th~y 
left it. (Please note that for =nay years • 1 t 
has not been possible to get onto Military 
fro:n either Br'oad Branch or 32nd Street south 
of Mi 1 i tary as 32nd and Broad Branch aTe 
one-way streets south (down) from Military 
Road.) 

c. No itinerant deliveries be ~ade before 9;00 
A.M., in the ~orntng, but this particular 
~itigation shall not apply to dirt-haul and 
concrete trucks. 

d. Wherever possible, the Carnegie Institution 
should provide space for construction workers 
to park on ca11pus, provided en vi ron:nent a 1 
da~age is not done. 
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e. In accordance with the recent enac t:nent 0 f 
the District of Colu~bia Vehicle Cover Act of 
1988, now D.C. Law 7-108, all dirt-haul 
trucks, regardless of where they a~e 
licensed, shall be covered. 

f. For dirt-haul trucks leaving the site and the 
i~ediate neighborhood, only various road 
arterial~· should be utilized; Military Road 
to the west, Military Road to the east, and 
Nebraska Avenue to the southwest. 

16. The Board agrees with the reco~~endation of the 
ANC, except that with respect to the proposed conditions for 
construction traffic, the Board notes that the Depart~ent of 
Public Works will deter:nine the final truck routing and 
applicable code requ i re:nents for construe tion activity. 
However, the Board will note that the applicant has agreed 
to the recon~endations and guidelines of the ANC. 

17. Neighbors of the sit~ including the representative 
of the E:nbassy of Tunicia appeared at the public hearing in 
opposition to the application. The opposition raised issues 
regarding the i~pact· of traffic and parking during the 
period of construction and the visual i:npact of the proposed 
research building. 

18. The Boardrs response to the opposition concern 
related to construction traffic and parking is the same as 
stated in Finding of Fact No. 16. The Board finds that the 
research building is proposed to be located in such a ~anner 
that will :nini:nize any i:npact to adjoining and nearby 
property. The research building will be set back the 
:naxi~u:n possible distance fro:n any property line. Stands of 
existing trees provide a visual screen for the research 
building and additional trees will be,planted to ~aintain 
this yisual screen. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: -------------------------------
Based on ~he foregoing Findings of Fact and the 

evidence of record, the Board concludes tbat the applicant 
is seeking a special exception, the granting of which 
requires substantial evidence that the applicant has co~­
plied with the require:nents of Section 3108.1 and Section 
508.1 of the Zoning Regulations. The Board concludes that 
fhe applicant has ~et its burden of proof. 

The Board cone ludes that the proposed increase in 
develop11ent the of the ca:npus is not likely to beco~e 
objectionable to neighboring properties because of noise, 
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traffic, n~"'Dber of students or other objectionable __ 
conditions. The site_is a self-contained ca~pus, separated 
from its abutting neighbors by public streets and wide 
expanses of open space. The ca~us is pri~arily used as a 
research facility .with a ~odest population which is not 
likely to generate any activity that will adversely affect 
the residential neighborhood. The proposed ~ew construction 
is planned to be. located on the least visible areas of the 
ca~pus and will include provisions for off-street parking 
for staff and vi~itors. The total bulk of all buildings and 
structures on the ca~pus does not exceed the floor area 
ratio prescribed for a ca~pus plan in the R-1-A District. 

The Board further concludes that approval of the 
appl teat ton wi 11 be in llar;nony with the intent and general 
purpose of the zoning regulations and ~ap and will not tend 
to i~pact adversely the use of neighboring property. The 
Board concludes that it has accorded to the ANC the "great 
·"'eight" to which it is entitled, Accordingly, it is ORDERED 
that this application is APPROVED SUBJECT to the following 
CONDITIONS. 

1. The ca~pus shall be developed in accordance 
with the plans ~arked as Exhibit No. 8 
a~ended by Exhibit No. 21A of the record. 

2. The ca~pus shall be used pri~arily as a 
research facility and, for post-doctorial 
education. The revised campus plan shall 
include: a new research' building; a renovat-' 
ed Cyclotron Building to serve as a center 
for Isotope Geoche~istry and Cos~oche~istry; 
a renovated Main Building 1rt9 serve as the 
ad:ninistrative library and' ·social center, 
and; a renovated shop area to provide an 
auditoriu~ seating approxi~ately ninety 
persons and to house administrative staff and 
visiting scientist. 

3. The ca~pus population shall not exceed 
ninety-nine persons. 

a. There shall be no ~ore than th,irty-four 
students or fellows. 

b. There shall be no ~ore than thirty 
faculty, fifteen technical support 
and twenty ad~inistrative staff 
other personnel. 

staff 
and 

4. The ;naxi~u:n floor area ratio (FAR) for the 
ca~pus shall not exceed 0.88. 

5. There shall be a ;nini;nttn of sixty-seven 
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VOTE: 

off-street parking spaces provided. 

6. Existing landscaping shall be ~aintained in a 
heal thy state. New landscaping shall be 
provided in accordance with Exhibit No. 21A 
(Street No. L-1) of the record. 

7. The applicant shall ~ake every effort to 
facilitate an orderly phasing of construction 
to ~ini~ize any i~pacts on the neighborhood. 

3-0 (Paula L. Jewell, Willia~ F. Mcintosh and 
Carrie L. Thornhill to approve; Charles 
R. Norris not present, not noting). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF,ZONING 

ATTESTED BY: 
CURRY-
Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: __ _Q~J_.?_aJ;::B_ -------

UNDER 11 DCMR 3103..-1, ''NO DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD 
SHALL TAI<E EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BE~m FINAL 
PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUS'IMENT. 11 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFEGriVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE UEPARTMENT OF- CONSUMER AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 

order14831/BHS 

p.a 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Applicatio~ No. 16~24 of ~he Carnegie Institute, pursuant to 11 
DCMR 3108.1, for a special exception under Section 210 for 
modification of an approved campus plan and the further processing 
under the amended plan to allow modifications to an existing 
cyclotron building in an R-1-A District at premises 5241 Broad 
Branch Road, N.W. (Square 2288, Lot 813). 

HEJ\RING DATE: 23, 1997 
DECISION DATE: 23, 1997 (Bench·Oecision) 

SUMMARY ORDER 

The Board provided proper and timely notice of·public hearing 
on this application by publication in the o.c. Register, and by 
mail to Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3G and to owners of 
property within 200 feet of the site. 

The site of this application is located within the 
jurisdiction of ANC JG. ANC 3G, which is automatically a party to 
this application, submitted a written statemenb in support of the 
application. 

As directed by 11 DCMR 3324.2, the Board has required the 
applicant to sat.i sfy the hurd'::'il of provinq the elements vrhich are 
necessary to establish the case for a special exception pursuant to 
11 DCMR 210. No person or entity appeared at the public hearing in 
opposition to this application or otherwise requested to 
participate as a party in this proceeding. Accordingly, a decision 
by the Board to grant thjs application would not be adverse to any 
party. 

Based upon the record before the Board,,the Board concludes 
that the applicant has met the burden of proof, pursuant to 11 DCMR 
3106, that the requested relief can b~granted~as beinq in harmony 
with the general purposo an~ ;nt~rt of the Z~ning Regulations and 
Map. The Board further concludes that granting the requested 
relief will not tend to affect adversely the use of neighboring 
property in accordance with the Zoning Regulations and Map. It is 
therefore ORDERED that this application is GRANTED subject to the 
following CONDITIONS: 

1. Construction shall be in accordance with the plans 
submitted ifito the record. 

2. The maximu~ tl~or area ratio {fAR) for the campus shall 
not exce~d .882_. until such time that furthet' processing 
comes before the Board. 



3. Excavation and construction shall occur on days and 
during hours that are required by other' codes and 
regulations of the District. 

4. , The condilions in BZA Order No. 14831 shall remain in 
effect to the extent that they are not inconsistent with 
the instant application. 

Pursuant to DCMR 3301.1, the Board has determined to waive the 
requirement to 11 DCJ.fR 3331.3 that the order of the Board be 
accompanied by findings of fact and conclusions of law. The waiver 
will not prejudice the rights of any party, and is appropriate in 
this case. 

VOTE: 3-0 (Maybelle Taylor Bennett, Susan Morgan Hinton and 
Sheila Cross Reid to grant; Laura M. Richards and Angel 
F. Clarens not present, not voting). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUST /./ ~ 

ATTESTEOB~ ~ 
MADELIENE H. ~OBBlNS 
Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: _____ MJY.._'t_I_L\_19_97 _____ _ 

PURSUANT TO D.C. CODE SEC. 1-2431 (1987), SECTION 267 OF D.C. LAW 
2-38, THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 1977, THE APPLICANT IS REQUIRED TO 
COMPLY FULLY WITH THE PRO'PTS!'JNS Of D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED, 
CODIFIED AS D.C. CODE, 'l'ITL.E: 1, CHAPl,ER 25 ( 1!137), AND !'HIS OHnER 
IS CONDITIONED UPON FULL COMPLIANCE 'iliTII THOSE PROVISIONS. THE 
FAILUE OR REFUSAL OF APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISIONS OF 
D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED, SHALL BE A PROPER BASIS FOR THE 
REVOCATION OF THIS ORDER. 

UNDER 11 DCMR 3103.1, "NO DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE 
EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE 
SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF 
ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS 
FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 

ORD16224/TWR/amb 
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