
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
OFFICE OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Office of the Director 

November 22, 2004 

Zorung CommissiOn 
of the Distnct of Columbia 

441 4th Street, N.W., Smte 210-South 
Washington, DC 20001 

*** --

Re Z.C Case No 04-11 (Rocky Gorge) 
7th and Emerson Streets, N.E 

Dear CommiSSioners: 
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The Office of Property Management (OPM) for the Distnct of Columbia IS opposed to 
the approval of the captioned Planned Umt Development (PUD). 

As you are aware, the proposal in thls case is for a PUD-related map amendment that 
would rezone the 5.87-acre site from Its current designation ofFT/M (2.82 acres), FT/C­
M-1 (1 32 acres), and R-2 (1 73 acres) to R-4. The proposed development would consist 
of75 residential townhouse uruts. 
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The Distnct Department of Transportation (DDOT) already operates a salt dome facihty 
that is Immedlately adJacent to thls Site on the north, and OPM IS negotiating on behalf of 
the Metropolitan Pollee Department to acqmre all or part of the Thomas Somerville site 
to the south. The instant proposal -- to effectively msert a perunsula of residential zomng 
mto an enclave of land that is already clearly industnal -- does not promote appropnate 
land use pohcy. There are already many examples of mcompatible adjacencies between 
residential and mdustnalland m Ward 5 This proposal would create a narrow strip of 
residential development flanked on the north and south by on-gomg mdustnal uses With a 
hmited buffer. ~ ~~ 
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The Office ofPlanmng (OP) and the Comrmssion acknowledged the necessity several 
years ago to undertake a comprehensive analysis to determme the need for mdustnalland 
Withm the District's boundanes and to determme where this land IS best situated (The 
District government IS a sigmficant user of industrial land in the City.) This analysis has 
not yet been completed, m the meantime, however, many acres of mdustrial-zoned land 
have been rezoned to other uses. It Is becommgly mcreasmgly difficult for OPM to fmd 
Sites on which to locate certam District government uses With the on-gomg loss of 
industrially-zoned land- a problem that the mdustnalland use study was mtended to 
address. 

NotWithstandmg the proximity of the subject property to the Fort Totten Metro Station 
and Its partial mclusion Witlu_n the Fort Totten Overlay District, mdustnal uses will 
contmue to exist m this area for the foreseeable future To encourage this particular 
development at this time would ill-serve the future residents of the development and 
create unnecessary and undesirable adJacency problems. 

Thank you for conSidermg our perspective 

Respectfully, 

441 4th Street, N W., Washington, D.C 20001 (202) 724-4400 (Fax) (202) 727-9877 


