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1. My name 1s Belinda V. Bell who tes1des at 4829- 7th Street, NE, Washmgton, 
DC I w1sh to be a party to speak at the heanng on 11122/04. 

My questlon to the Zomng Commission is "Why should Rocky Gorge Homes be 
granted R4 zomng permit instead of the current R2 zoning perm1t? What 1s so special 
about Rocky Gorge Homes that 1t should be allowed to change 50 years ofrustory and 
contlnutty of development m ANC 5A-01 and ANC 5A-02?" 

For as far back as 1948, new homes built m this sectlon of Brookland and North 
Michigan park, were zoned as R2, with the smgle family houses built as one stand alone 
dwellmg or a serm-detached dwellmf Over the years as new homes were built, whether 
at 14th and Gallatm, 6th Place, NE, i and Varnum, NE, Eastern Avenue or South Dakota 
Avenue, NE they were always m conformance With the existmg homes in the commumty, 
either detached or semi-detached. This type of consistency has mamtamed the character 
oftrus particular neighborhood By the date of the heanng, November 22, 2004, I will 
have the actual dates ofspecrfic home construction smce 1955 R2 zomng IS what makes 
Brookland and North Michlgan Park a un1que commumty Me and other residents would 
like to see it stay that way. 

I am not opposed to development m the neighborhood. As you know, Rocky Gorge 
has planned to build 16 new homes on 7th Street, NE, wruch 1s also a part ofthls proJect 
Those homes will be zoned R2 It IS my recommendation, that they build those same 
style houses on the property at 611 Emerson Street, NE~ and not be allowed to bwld rows 
oftownhouses that range beyond sem1-detached. I am also concerned that once they are 
given R4 zomng, that they may dec1de to bwld apartments or condom1mums on that lot 

I purchased my home at 4829 - 7th Street, NE in 1987 I love hvmg in tins 
neighborhood. There IS a feel of suburban livmg nght here in the city. I would bke to see 
It retam that feel 

Rocky Gorge's proposal for buildmg 79 town houses at 611 Emerson, none of which 
are serm-detached, but rows of townhouses attached 5 across to as many as 8 across does 
not fit m this commumty This Emerson Park proposal severely changes the destgn, 
arcrutecture and density ofthls commumty 

So, the answer to my earlier question, what's so special about Rocky Gorge Homes 
that you, the Zomng Comrmssion should grant them perm1ss1on as first developer to 
change the character oftrus neighborhood IS absolutely "NOTHING" There is nothing 
special about Rocky Gorge Homes that It should be allowed to overcome years of rustory 
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and alter the unique character of Brookland/North Michtgan Park, agmnst the desrre of 
the residents 

In closing, I ask that you only grant Rocky Gorge Homes' R2 zomng for 611 
Emerson Street, NE and deny theu request for R4 zomng 

Addendum: 

Smcerely, 

Belmda V Bell 
4829 - 7th Street, NE 
Washtngton, DC 20017 
(202) 352-5738 

If granted permission to speak at heanng, I would represent myself. 

Though I am wtthtn 200 feet of the houses Rocky Gorge proposes to build on 7th 
Street, NE, I am outside the 200 feet of the 611 Emerson Street, NE proJect 

My statements address the historical precedent of thts proposal 

If allowed to speak, I would need about 15 minutes to share the dates of proJect 
development of new homes m the area smce 1955. 

Cc Deborah Crmne- DC Office ofPlanmng 


