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June 16, 2004 

Ms Carol J Mitten 
Chairwoman 
Distnct of Columbia Zomng Comm.tssion 
441 4th Street, NW, Swte 210 South 
Washington, D C 20001 

Re Z C. Case No 04-07 

Dear Charrwoman Mitten 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL PlANNING COMMISSION 
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Thank you for providing NCPC with the opportunity to provide comments to the 
Zomng Commission on this matter Since the District of Columbia Water and 
Sewer Authonty (W ASA) has requested that the Zoning Commission take an 
actiOn based on the proposed Capitol Gateway overlay district regulations, we 
would have hoped that the matter would have been referred to NCPC in advance 
of the Zomng Commission's hearing (regardless of whether the fmal rule has been 
published). That would have been consistent with the spirit of the Zoning 
Commission's December 18, 2002, decision to add NCPC as a referral agency 
under the CG overlay special exception process. However, we do understand that 
this is a new and unusual process and nevertheless appreciate this opportunity to 
express our VIews 

As a Distnct of Columbia project on Distnct land, tlus project must be subrmtted 
to NCPC for formal review under Section 5 of the National Capital Planning Act 
(40 USC § 8722(b)) WASA was made aware of this requirement on more than 
one occasion, including at an August 2003 meeting of area stakeholders and at 
NCPC's May 2004 Commission meetmg While WASA has consulted mformally 
With NCPC staff m the past, It does not substitute for formal submission under 
Section 5 Smce a submission to NCPC has not yet been made, and the matter 
was not referred by the Zomng Comm.tssion for comments from our full 
CommissiOn, the federal mterest design and planning comments contained m this 
letter are mtended as staff comments to mform the Zonmg Commission and to 
give W ASA an indication of the hkely direction that I wtll take, once the project 
IS submitted to NCPC, and 1f 1t is submitted m the form currently before the 
Zoning Cornnusswn 
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Generally, we believe that W ASA should consider amending Its proposal to more 
thoughtfully accommodate the urban design reqwrements of the surrounding area 
We believe this could be done without unduly mterfering with WASA's 
operations However, If this project proceeds as designed, it is likely to have a 
significant adverse affect on the federal and Distnct urban design and 
development vision for thts area 

The A WI Framework Plan calls for bwldmg upon ''the current wave of pubhc and 
private development to create a comprehensive vision for the Near Southeast, 
mtegrating diverse projects " In our vtew, however, the proposal before you does 
not reflect any serious attempt by W ASA to adapt its plan to that VISion Smce 
A WI Identifies the Mam Pumping Station as a key landmark for the Near 
Southeast, and smce WASA Is an A WI signatory, WASA's failure to take into 
account A WI' s planmng and urban design prmciples IS disappomting 

The Anacostta Waterfront Initiative bwlds on the VISion established by the 
Extendzng the Legacy plan adopted by NCPC in 1997. A core feature of both 
A WI and Legacy IS the creation of a continuous band of open space providing 
pubhc access to the waterfront from Georgetown to the National Arboretum. 
Other key urban design prmciples for this area, as shown in both A WI and the 
master plan for the Southeast Federal Center recently approved by NCPC, mclude 
the establishment of a view comdor from M Street to the waterfront along the 
axis ofNew Jersey Avenue, and the creation of a network ofwater-oriented open 
spaces that include a waterfront park wtthm the Southeast Federal Center and the 
area around the Mam Pumping Statton. The W ASA plan fails to reflect these 
goals and prmciples, and while It does reflect the A WI goal of re-opening Canal 
Street north of N Place and maintaining a view corridor to the river south of N 
Place, the quantity of parkmg proposed will not contribute to the character for that 
street envisioned by A WI. We also have sigmficant concerns with the impact of 
the proposed "load-out facility" on the historic character of the Mam Bwldmg, 
but prefer to reserve any further design comments until a more detailed design 
submiSSion IS made to NCPC m accordance with Section 5. 
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My staffwiii be m contact with WASA to coordinate the project's subnussion If 
the Zoning Comnussion has any questions or needs any additional information 
from NCPC, please contact Christine Saum, Director of the Division of Urban 
Design and Plan Review, at 202-482-7200. 

allagher, AICP 
Executive Director 
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District of Columbia Office of Planmng 
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