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Background of Organization 

St. Coletta of Greater Washington is a 501C(3) not-for-profit corporation. Though St. Coletta 
began under the auspices of the Catholic Diocese of Arlington, it is not now affiliated with any 
religious organization. The Commonwealth of Virginia granted non-sectarian status in 1996. We 
retain the name of St. Coletta, our patron saint in recognition of her struggle for reform and in 
keeping with our history and our philosophy, which is built on a reverence for the immeasurable 
value of the individual human spirit. 

For over forty-five years individuals with mental retardation and autism and their families have 
counted on St. Coletta to provide them with our special blend of educational, therapeutic and 
vocational services. In truth we are much more than a school and adult program, we become an 
extended family to those we serve. At St. Coletta we reject the traditional ideal of school where 
there are teachers and learners in favor of the idea that we are all learning together. We strive to 
think of ourselves as a community. It is important for people with mental handicaps because they 
are always relegated to an inferior position. It is important for us to think of ourselves as equal to 
those we serve so that we do not miss the important give and take that is at the heart of every 
truly human relationship. Our commitment to these ideals is firmly rooted in the St. Coletta 
philosophy and system of service. 

St. Coletta's program is ever evolving to meet the individual needs of each child. At St. Coletta 
the curriculum is the child and the study of the child as learner is continual and constant. Great 
emphasis is placed on learning in the natural environment through theme based, experience rich, 
hands-on lessons. We believe in and put into practice the theories of Piaget, Montessori, Dewey 
and Gardner. We learn about things by doing them together. 

History, Current Programs and Activities 

In 1959 Hazel and Joseph Hagarty were at a loss to find a school that would accept their 
daughter Kathy, a child with Down Syndrome who was also physically disabled. Hazel had been 
turned away by the local public school and so she approached her pastor at St. Charles Barromeo 
Catholic Church who agreed, with the permission of the bishop of the Diocese of Arlington, to 
give her space in the local parish school to start a program for the mentally retarded. Hazel had 
been trained as a teacher of the blind and she resolutely set about to find a way to educate 
children like her daughter. 

Over the intervening years St. Coletta has expanded its facilities and refined its programs. In 
1996, facing yet one more move due to lack of space and a growing waiting list, the Board of 
Trustees and administration made the decision to finance the purchase of a permanent facility. 
The ideal space would be metro-accessible and in a neighborhood that allowed the students to 
become a part of the community. The space chosen was located in Alexandria - the filZOflNli~ 
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over thirty-five years that the school would not be in Arlington. The citizens of Alexandria knew 
little of about who we were yet they welcomed the students with open arms and hearts. The St. 
Coletta campus has grown to include three facilities in Alexandria. Our students and adult clients 
are well known for their community service projects, for working in a number oflocal 
businesses. Our students can be seen playing in parks and at local recreation centers. St. Coletta 
staff members participate on local Boards and commissions and patronize dozens of local stores 
and restaurants on a daily basis. 

In 1997 St. Coletta became a provider of Medicaid Waiver services for adults with retardation, 
autism and multiple disabilities. These services include day support and supported employment 
opportunities. 

JVho we serve 

St. Coletta of Greater Washington currently operates three facilities in Alexandria serving 165 
students and 26 adult clients - supported by 180 staff members including 15 special education 
teachers and 80 paraprofessionals. These programs provide educational and therapeutic services 
for a population that would be coded multiply disabled. All of our students and adults, whether 
autistic or mentally retarded, function within the retarded range and most have secondary 
disabling conditions such as: hearing impairments, speech/language impairments, orthopedic 
impairments, cerebral palsy, seizure disorder or other health impairments. Nearly 20% of those 
served use wheelchairs. Many children and adults are non-verbal and use some type of voice 
output devise or picture communication system to express themselves. Some children use 
feeding tubes for nourishment while others breathe through tracheotomies. The level of 
disabilities found at the school requires our intensive staff to student ratio. 

The focus of our mission is to provide these children and adults with all the tools they need to 
become as independent as possible. We aim to nurture talents and build self-esteem while 
encouraging our students and clients with opportunities for choice. This movement toward self­
determination, usually thought to be unrealistic for people with cognitive disabilities, is 
nevertheless, a basic human right. At St. Coletta, we strive to provide all the supports -
educational, therapeutic, medical, and emotional - our students need to achieve the highest level 
of independence possible. For some this could mean having their own apartment and 
maintaining long-term employment. For others basic life skills, such as brushing their teeth or 
dressing and eating independently are enormous accomplishments. Each small success is 
celebrated together as a community. 

Our current population is composed of 80% of minority students, and roughly 25% of our 
students live in foster care, group homes or with extended family members. Many have endured 
abuse, abandonment or the death of parents. Many of our families rely on public assistance as 
their primary source of income, and sometimes, our students come to school improperly 
medicated, sick, hungry, tired, malnourished, in pain, or emotionally distraught. St. Coletta 
becomes often the place they call home - the place they celebrate birthdays and holidays, and the 
only place they find unconditional love, respect and empowerment. 



The school can best be described as an independent, non-sectarian, non-profit organization, 
which forges partnerships with local school districts in order to best serve persons with cognitive 
disabilities in their communities. St. Coletta accepts students only by referral from Montgomery, 
Prince George and Charles counties in Maryland and Alexandria and the city of Manassas, 
Arlington, Fairfax and Loudon counties in Virginia. In the District of Columbia students are 
received from court proceedings, settlement agreements and Hearing Officer's Determinations. 
In other words, students join the program only when the public jurisdiction has determined that 
the student's needs cannot be met in a less restrictive setting in the public schools. According to 
Public Law 94-142 and the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA), local school 
systems must provide children with disabilities with a Free and Appropriate Public Education 
(F APE) within the system or the local education agency must contract for those services in a 
private placement such as St. Coletta. 

Teachers, therapists, job coaches and educational assistants work together on a daily basis to 
provide a cohesive approach for each child, with consistent expectations and goals. Every child 
at St. Coletta receives the therapies and services he or she needs regardless of the cost. Our 
student to staff ratio is approximately 2: 1, and over half of our students have a "I: 1" educational 
assistant that works with him or her all day, every day through the school year. We employ 6 
speech/language therapists, 5 occupational therapists, 4 physical therapists, 2 social workers, an 
assistive technologist, an autism resource specialist, 2 behavior change specialists, an adaptive 
physical education instructor, a music therapist and 2 registered nurses. By having full-time 
therapists on staff, students' needs are addressed at any time throughout the day and the 
therapists' expertise is integrated with the educational curriculum. 

Funding 

The annual tuition is paid for each child by the local jurisdiction and is based on the actual cost 
of direct care. This tuition includes speech/language therapy, behavior services, music therapy, 
and adaptive physical education, nursing services, assistive technology services, social work 
services, hot lunch and snack. Occupational and physical therapy services and one to one 
attendant services are billed on an hourly basis per the amount prescribed for each child through 
the annual Individualized Educational Plan. Our adult program costs vary by jurisdiction and are 
billable to Medicaid. 

St. Coletta has an active Development program that seeks funding from a number of public and 
private sources to make up the difference between what we receive in tuition and what it costs to 
provide our students with everything they need to attain the greatest possible amount of 
independence. Each year the Development program raises approximately $500,000 to meet the 
general operating costs of the school through foundation grants, gifts from individuals, United 
Way and Combined Federal Campaign contributions and revenue from Special Events. The 
money raised through the campaign for the new facility is completely separate from the annual 
fund donations. 



Evaluation Process 

The quality of St. Coletta's program can be attested to by the frequent monitoring visits paid by 
the contracting jurisdictions. The State of Maryland assesses the program every three years and 
the State of Virginia every three with an additional visit at the mid-point of the cycle. St. Coletta 
is also a member of the Virginia Association oflndividual Special Education Facilities 
(V AISEF), and independent association with standards more stringent than the Commonwealth. 

People with mental retardation and autism and their families in the Greater Washington area 
value the services provided by St. Coletta and the demand for our services has grown 
exponentially. Our enrollment is nearly ten times what it was in 1993 and, in the seven years 
since purchasing our first building in Alexandria, we have quadrupled in size. St. Coletta 
continues to maintain a waiting list for admission for both the school and adult day support 
programs. 

• 67% of current enrollment is from the District of Columbia 
• 90% of our families from the District qualify for free or reduced lunch 
• 25% of our students are in the foster care system 
• We maintain a waiting list with an average of 50 students 

St. Coletta has always been mindful of the fact that the majority of the students and half of all the 
adults referred to us for service are from the District of Columbia. We have long felt the 
necessity of locating a program closer to the people that we serve. For the past five years we 
have been focused on identifying an appropriate site from which to provide services in the 
District of Columbia. We seriously considered property on Pennsylvania Avenue and 12th Street 
S.E. and at 3rd and H Streets N.E. For a variety ofreasons neither of these sites was suitable 

St. Coletta is a recognized innovator in special education providing all therapeutic services in an 
integrated model with a team approach. St. Coletta serves students and adults with challenging 
behaviors enabling them to continue to live within the community rather than in 
residential/institutional settings. 

Our students' progress is assessed internally and externally through their Individualized 
Education Plans (IEP). Teachers, therapists, families and caseworkers meet each fall to 
determine goals, objectives and needed services for each child. Throughout the year, teachers 
and therapists continuously evaluate students, and communicate progress through a 
"communication notebook" that travels with each child everyday. Teachers record their student 
successes and parents are able to keep in touch with staff either to reflect on their child's growth, 
or express any concerns they might have. Each child is formally assessed again each spring and 
the evaluation is shared with all stakeholders. Home school communication and parental 
involvement are essential ingredients for student success. For this reason alone, St. Coletta's 
location in the District is crucial for the students and families we serve. 



The Search for Property and Reservation 13 

As Sharon previously stated, St. Coletta began searching for a location in Washington in 1999 
when we reached capacity at our Alexandria location. At the beginning of 2001, and still without 
an appropriate site, we were approached by District of Columbia officials who had heard about 
our search for property. With help from the Offices of Economic Development and Planning, we 
began a search of available properties in the District - this included abandoned public school 
buildings and the St. Elizabeth Hospital campus. All the possibilities involved the renovation of 
buildings that contained asbestos and lead and that were completely inaccessible to the disabled. 
It was decided that such retrofitting was too costly and that it would be preferable to build from 
the ground up. 

A few months later Council member Sharon Ambrose suggested we consider a site in Ward 6 
that had been occupied by the old jail- a piece of property at the intersection of of 19th St. and 
Independence Avenue Southeast. The site is part of a 67- acre parcel known as Reservation 13 
that, until recently, had been home to DC General Hospital. After visiting the site in June of 
2001 and expressing interest, we discovered through a title search that the Federal Government 
owns the land. Subsequently, in October 2001 the Mayor asked that GSA initiate a transfer of 
jurisdiction. Pursuant to their request, use of the entire 67 acres was transferred to the District for 
no compensation - the transfer was not completed until November 2002. 

St. Coletta has been criticized because the community was not aware of these proceedings. 
However, there is no mechanism for public input on a transfer of federal jurisdiction. It should be 
noted, however, that it was because of St. Coletta's interest in and pursuit of a portion of this 
property that the District acquired jurisdiction over the entire parcel. 

While the Federal Government was still working out the terms of the transfer of the land, the 
D.C. Council expressed concern over what would be developed on Reservation 13. This concern 
prompted the Council to require that a public master planning process take place before any 
development would take place on the site. It is unfortunate that at the very first community 
meeting in January 23, 2002 the map of the Reservation was presented as a blank slate. Thus, 
even though numerous D.C. and federal officials had for many months known of St. Coletta's 
interest in a ground lease for the land at l 91

h and Independence and had indicated to us their 
support for our plans, our proposed use of the site was not disclosed to the public at the first 
logical opportunity. This was, in hindsight, an oversight on the part of the Office of Planning. 

The Office of Planning had already formed a 'stakeholders committee' to help guide the public 
planning process and St. Coletta was invited to take part at that time- in February 2002. At the 
next public meeting pertaining to the master plan for Reservation 13 a month later, the Office of 
Planning disclosed St. Coletta's plans-however, because of the sequence of events this was 
perceived by many as a 'back door deal' with no opportunity for public input. As you can 
appreciate, some people who were participating in the process felt blindsided, upset or angry. 

Notwithstanding this unfortunate beginning, St. Coletta has participated in every aspect of the 
planning process from the community charette to meetings with the ANC, the City Council, the 



Office of Planning and the Department of Transportation. This process has been very public and 
has given interested parties numerous opportunities to voice their concerns. It has also given St. 
Coletta valuable community input on its plans. As discussed later, we have not only listened to 
the public but we have made many significant revisions to our plans to accommodate many 
legitimate neighborhood concerns. 

After much public debate, the D.C. Council voted to accept the Draft Master Plan for 
Reservation 13 on January 7, 2003. The proposed site for St. Coletta at the comer of 19th and 
Independence was included in that plan. At that time, the Mayor requested an exemption from 
the restriction on leases over 15 years on the site from the General Services Administration in 
order to grant St. Coletta a 99-year ground lease. GSA granted this request specifically for St. 
Coletta to provide desperately needed services to severely disabled children and adults. The 
ground lease for the property was intensely debated for a number of months and on May 14, 
2003, St. Coletta officials testified before the Sub-committee on Latino Affairs, Human Rights 
and Property Management regarding the terms. Community members had yet another chance to 
be heard during this hearing. St. Coletta addressed concerns ofD.C. Council members and the 
community and as a result all property south of where the future Burke Street will pass through 
the site was stricken from the lease. 

In July gth of this year the D.C. Council voted to award St. Coletta the amended ground lease for 
approximately four acres of land for 99 years at the cost of $1 per year along with the temporary 
use of an exisiting parking lot adjacent to the property. The vote for approval was an 
overwhelming eleven in favor and two opposed. The lease was signed by the City in August. The 
terms of this lease have been characterized by opponents as a "sweetheart deal" when, in truth, it 
is not unusual for a non-profit to receive such a lease in exchange for providing much needed 
services to the community. 

According to the terms of the lease St. Coletta has the use of less than four acres of land that will 
provide the basic footprint of the building along with the outdoor classroom spaces. The 
configuration of the outdoor spaces was driven by the metro easement on 19th Street plus access 
for buses. St. Coletta has temporary use of a parking lot to the east of the building site until such 
time as the proposed 20th Street is built. When the construction of 20th Street commences the city 
is obligated under the terms of the lease to provide St. Coletta with 100 parking spaces. These 
spaces can be in either structured or surface parking as long as it is a safe and reasonable distance 
from the school. 

Plans for the Site and Proposed Facility 

St. Coletta plans to use the four acre site to build a school and adult day program for 250 
individuals most of whom reside in the District of Columbia After an extensive search for the 
right person to embrace our idea and join us in this effort, St. Coletta was thrilled to secure the 
services of internationally acclaimed architect, Michael Graves. The facility will be 
approximately 99,000 square feet of space that is designed in accordance with our philosophy 
and approach to education. We feel very fortunate to have found an architect and an entire 
design team dedicated to creating a state of the art facility completely designed with its future 
occupants in mind. 



The overall space is centered around an interior village green that will become the center of our 
community. A series of "houses" and studio spaces surround the central core. The houses, where 
students will spend most of their day, will also group the students or adult clients by age. The 
houses will contain classrooms, therapy spaces, kitchens, bathrooms, offices and conference 
rooms. In between each house are studio spaces to be used for art, music, weaving physical 
therapy, horticulture and a sensory integration room. The building is organized around our 
philosophy of building community through our interactions each day. Therefore the plans call 
for a 9,000 sq./foot interior space that we call the "village green" and most of the building 
surrounds this space. There will also be a 2,500 square foot cafeteria/community room with a 
full service kitchen, a gymnasium, a hydrotherapy room and a health clinic. You will hear more 
about the building design from architect John Diebboll, a principal from Michael Graves and 
Associates who has been working with us on this project for two years. St. Coletta plans for this 
building to become a national model in providing services for the severely disabled. 

Because the Metro runs under 19th Street at this site, St. Coletta could not build on the first 50 
feet ofthis property. The required easement allows us to utilize this space for a series of outdoor 
classrooms designed by Susan Goltsman of MIG a landscape design firm from California. Ms. 
Goltsman was chosen to design the outdoor spaces because of her reputation as an expert in 
designing accessible outdoor environments for children. The outdoor classrooms are repeated on 
the East side of the building where we will also have a kitchen garden and a greenhouse for 
growing plants and vegetables year-round. Currently there is a thirty-foot change in grade on the 
East side of this site. Ms. Goltsman proposed taking advantage of this area by bringing a portion 
of it up to grade and routing the buses through the parking lot. This plan both insures that buses 
will never be parked on residential streets, will not be visible from the residential community 
across 19th Street and protects our students while getting on and off the buses each day. 

St. Coletta plans to take advantage of the metro accessibility at this site. More than 55% of our 
current staff members in Alexandria use the metro station that is 4 blocks from our facility -
supported by Metrocheck provided to the employees. We anticipate that this number of metro 
riders will be even higher at our D.C. location. Our students are travel-trained as a regular part 
of the vocational training program and we are thrilled that the elevator access to the 
Stadium/ Armory Metro station is directly outside of our site. 

The building design features some much needed community amenities - you will hear more 
about these in a few minutes. Local groups are invited to use the facility after school hours and 
on weekends. St. Coletta is offering the use of the gymnasium for athletic games and practices, 
the community room and full service kitchen for large meetings, trainings or other activities, and 
a series of conference rooms or the studios for smaller meetings. Larger events for hundreds of 
guests will be accommodated in the village green. We also hope to form a partnership with a 
local hospital so that our health clinic can be open a few days every month to serve the medical 
and dental needs of the cognitively disabled people in the larger DC community. 

We estimate the cost of the construction of the facility to be around $20 million dollars. This 
amount will be raised and/or financed by St. Coletta and it represents a major investment in the 



neighborhood and the city. More importantly, it signals a new day for children and adults with 
severe cognitive and multiple disabilities in the Nation's Capital. 

Public Outreach. Community Participation and Responsiveness to Public Agencies 

The two years leading up to this moment have included numerous community meetings and 
invitations to our future neighbors to visit us in Alexandria to learn about our organization. The 
four community members that Sharon Ambrose selected to serve on the Reservation 13 planning 
committee took us up on our invitation and spent a morning at the school to see the children we 
serve and the type of facility that we plan to bring to the Capitol Hill neighborhood. This group 
included Ken Jarboe, the then-chairman of the local ANC. St. Coletta representatives were 
active participants in the three-day community planning charette in March of 2002. We attended 
the three-days of meetings, distributed information about the project and gave a detailed 
presentation about the plans for the new facility. 

St. Coletta has been to several meetings with ANC 6B on at both the planning and zoning 
committee and the full commission meetings. In between meetings we have stayed in contact 
with several members of that commission. In addition, St. Coletta hosted two open community 
meetings. The first was held at RFK Stadium on May 5, 2003 where our design team, and a 
representative ofDCPS Department of Special Education presented plans and listened to 
concerns. The second meeting was held on June 18, 2003 and began with a site walk with the 
architect and landscape architect who were brought in from out of town for the specific purpose 
of addressing community concerns and to answer questions. At this second meeting we were 
able to respond to many of the concerns that had been raised at the first meeting. St. Coletta also 
responded in writing to over 100 questions that members of the community emailed to us. These 
responses were also posted on our website along with renderings of the building. A community 
advisory committee was formed in August and is made up of 11 members who represent local 
organizations. 

Over the past two years we have had numerous meetings with the Office of Planning and more 
recently with DDOT and with the consultants hired to help the City with the grading and 
infrastructure plans for the rest of Reservation 13. In October we presented our plans to the 
zoning committee of the Capital Hill Restoration Society. St. Coletta's architects have adjusted 
the design on several occasions to comply with requests from city planners, members of ANC 6B 
and individual community members - a list of the most significant changes is shown here and 
include moving the location of the entire building twice, redesigning the South entry facing 
Metro, redesigning a number of landscape elements both along 19th Street and at the comer of 
19th and Independence, and adding 24 hour security to our future operating budget. In short, St. 
Coletta has made an enormous effort and gone to considerable expense to accommodate the 
concerns of all public officials and community members. 



Consistency with the Master Plan 

Throughout the discussions surrounding design, our architects, landscape designers and civil 
engineers have kept the Master Plan for Reservation 13 as their focus. You will hear the details 
of these plans from each of them later. 

The building was designed around the plan for the future extension of Burke Street along the 
Southern edge of our leased property and the creation of 20th Street from the mid-point of the 
Armory through the existing parking lot. The South end of the building was redesigned so that it 
projected a "front door" rather than a "back door" feeling to address the proximity to the Metro 
Station and to the proposed extension of Burke Street. This change included modifying windows, 
doors and the entire fayade of the building so that there would be considerable curb appeal once 
Burke Street goes through the property. The plans for the existing parking lot have been made 
with the idea that 20th Street will eventually be built there. The landscape plans include a double 
row of trees along both 19th Street and Independence A venue as required by the Master Plan. The 
architect moved the entire location of the building to bring it closer to Independence Avenue 
because the master plan calls for the creation of a 'street wall' of buildings. 

Application for a Planned Unit Development- Benefits and Amenities 

Because Reservation 13 has always been under federal control the site is currently not zoned. 
When the transfer of jurisdiction was accepted by the D.C. Council and in order to retain some 
control over design and uses it was determined that a Planned Unit Development would be a 
requirement for anyone locating on the site. In addition, the Office of Planning suggested that 
through the PUD process St. Coletta could move forward with our zoning application in spite of 
the fact that the base zoning for the entire Reservation would not be completed in time for us to 
move ahead. St. Coletta is applying for both a map amendment for SP-1 zoning which was 
suggested by the Office of Planning and for a PUD without needing any the exceptions from 
height or density requirements usually associated with such an application. In fact St. Coletta's 
project could also exist as a matter of right in an R-4 zone. 

Notwithstanding that we do not seek any FAR, height or other benefits from the PUD process, 
As required by PUD regulations we are offering a number of benefits and amenities to the 
community. The first and most important of these is the service that St. Coletta will provide to 
the children and adults of Washington D.C. who suffer from severe disabilities. Currently one 
hundred and four of our students reside in the District of Columbia. They are students who, 
because of the severity of their disabilities, cannot be adequately educated or served in a public 
school setting. Washington D.C. Public Schools have two special education centers for children 
with severe disabilities -- Sharpe Health and Mamie D. Lee School. These schools are located in 
two aging public school buildings designed for regular education students. A recent independent 
survey indicated that 400 students in the D.C. Public School system were waiting either for 
evaluation or placement in special education programs. 



In addition to the public schools, there are a few other private providers of educational program 
for autistic and mentally retarded children- Ivymount, The Phillips School, National Children's 
Center and the Kennedy Institute. Representatives from each of these schools have visited us in 
Alexandria to learn more about our model programs. None of these programs provide continual 
care for ages four through adulthood. We have found that this continuity of service is critical for 
children and adults who thrive on stability and have a very difficult time accepting change. The 
range of therapies offered at St. Coletta, the community-based instruction, the vocational and 
transition program and our Family Outreach Initiative, far exceeds the programs offered other by 
other local service providers. 

In addition to this most obvious benefit St. Coletta is offering to the community the use of a full 
court gymnasium, a 2,500 square foot community room with full service kitchen and a 9,000-sq. 
ft. village green. These amenities will be available for use by community groups after school 
hours and on weekends. In order to ascertain interested groups St. Coletta has formed a 
community advisory committee composed of individuals from ANC 6B, the Capitol Hill Group 
Ministry, DC Special Olympics, CHAMPS, Bay St. Neighborhood, Sports on the Hill as well as 
a representative from the office of Sharon Ambrose. This group has met twice thus far, on 
September 29, 2003 and on October 27, 2003 and will continue to meet through the construction 
and opening of the facility. Many of the suggestions of this group have already been 
incorporated into our plans. 

The intensive needs of the students and adult clients served by St. Coletta require an intensive 
staff to student ratio - therefore the new facility will require the hiring of approximately 200 staff 
members. The majority of these positions (paraprofessionals such as one to one aides, classroom 
assistants and job coaches) require only a high school diploma. Additionally, St. Coletta will 
hire special education teachers, therapists, facility maintenance workers and administrators and 
administrative assistants. Our hope is that the majority of these workers will come from the 
District of Columbia - St. Coletta will sign a First Source Agreement with a goal of hiring 51 % 
District residents. 

Our Partnership with the District of Columbia 

St. Coletta began serving children from the District of Columbia 13 years ago and the enrollment 
of students from the District has steadily increased during that time. Presently 66% of our 
students and 60% of our adult clients are District residents. Throughout the process of securing 
property and planning for expansion, St. Coletta has worked closely with city officials in the 
Office of the Mayor, the City Council and the leadership at DC Public Schools. We remain 
committed to providing a quality educational, therapeutic and vocational program to as many 
District residents as the school system and Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities will refer to us. As a condition of our lease, the District will have the right of first 
refusal on 100% of available spaces in this new facility. Of the 115 current students and adults 
from the District of Columbia, 33% live within two miles of the proposed site. We expect this 
number to increase once the building is open. 

We are also committed to providing training and staff development workshops to teachers, 
therapists and aides employed by DCPS. We are, in fact, beginning a pilot training module this 



year, which will be offered to DCPS staff members at a reduced cost. We envision offering 
student teaching experiences and clinical experiences to teachers and therapists from local 
colleges and universities. We also plan to offer parent trainings that we hope can be expanded to 
include members of the wider community. 

In addition we hope to work with Eastern High School, our nearest public school neighbor, on a 
career opportunity and training program. This would involve having staff from St. Coletta give 
presentations to students at Eastern highlighting the opportunities for employment available in 
the fields of Speech, Occupational and Physical Therapy, School Nursing, Social Work and 
Counseling, Job Coaching and Transition Services. We will also hope to offer a job-training 
program for individual attendants. Students interested in pursuing these careers will be invited to 
participate in an internship program at St. Coletta where they will shadow staff members to get a 
feel for what each job entails. Students having attended this program, who upon graduation wish 
to be hired as individual attendants, will be given preference. Norman Smith, Principal of 
Eastern High School and Dr. Curry, Executive Director of Career and Technology Education at 
DCPS are both very interested in this partnership. 

Community Support and Opposition 

St. Coletta is pleased to have the support of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society as well as the 
considerable support of the D.C. Council, the Office of Planning and the Office of the Mayor. 
We have also received strong support and encouragement from residents of Capitol Hill and 
from throughout the District of Columbia. Unfortunately we are disappointed at the position 
taken by ANC 6B. Despite our numerous appearances before this body they have consistently 
chosen to ignore the benefits that will clearly flow from this project to the most neglected and 
underserved of our citizens. They have chosen instead to take up the cry of a few malcontents 
whose main displeasure revolves around their mistaken impression that these very needy 
children do not merit this "choice" piece of property at the prominent comer of 19th St. and 
Independence Ave. or that St. Coletta is the beneficiary of a 'back room' deal. 

There is also an absurd notion circulating among the chat rooms and on-line newsletters of 
Capitol Hill that St. Coletta, a relatively small non-profit, has hidden coffers of cash that would 
cover the cost of building city streets and providing other infrastructure on Reservation 13. This 
project is not a money making proposition but a charitable one. We are not building a shopping 
mall or office building, we don't collect rents from office tenants or retail stores; we are helping 
children. The stark reality is that St. Coletta is building a facility that will cost approximately $25 
million of which only $10 million has been raised to date. This means that the school will either 
have to raise a lot more money from public and private sources or take on considerable debt that 
will take years to repay. Most likely it will be a combination of both. 

With specific respect to the recommendations of ANC 6-B that St. Coletta pay for the cost of 
Burke Street (including 50% of the cost of its extension all the way to the Anacostia River) AND 
the cost of the site preparation work for a parcel south of our property AND the cost of a tree 
escrow, as a small nonprofit whose mission is the education of multiple disabled but very special 
children and adults, we simply do not have the money for these very, very costly expenditures. 



Furthermore, these items have no bearing on or relationship to our PUD application. Thus, we 
believe that the request that we pay for them is, frankly, unreasonable. With regard to the 
recommendation that the design of our project be submitted to the Historic Preservation Review 
Board, I attach to my statement a letter from the Historic Preservation Division that indicates that 
HPRB has no jurisdiction over our project. This letter states, in addition, that we have satisfied 
all historic preservation requirements, including an archeological study that we undertook at our 
expense. See Exhibit "B". 

Again with respect to Burke Street and in specific response to DDOT's recommendation that St. 
Coletta pay for the design and construction of a public street, permit me two additional 
comments beyond the points I made above about the cost and unreasonableness of this 
recommendation. First, we have been working with the executive and legislative branches of the 
D.C. Government for 2 years on this project and at no point during this long process, including 
during our negotiations for a lease, was there any mention about St. Coletta paying for city 
streets. We think it is grossly unfair to even suggest such a huge expense at the 11th hour. In 
addition, there are a number of technical reasons why our building Burke Street is infeasible and 
would dramatically delay our project, perhaps by 18 to 24 months -- these points will be 
addressed by other witnesses. 

Second, we have approached individuals, foundations and government agencies for grants and 
donations for this project and such grants and foundations have been made for the construction 
and equipping of a facility to serve very needy children and adults. To even suggest that we 
would use these funds to build a city street would be a violation of the terms under which we 
accepted such financial support. 

On a more positive note and as previously stated, St. Coletta is focused on inclusion of 
individuals with disabilities in the larger community. A large part of our mission is to share our 
experience and talents with our neighbors by going out to participate in job sites or leisure 
activities or by bringing community members in to participate in the daily activities of St. 
Coletta. Our students and staff members have much to offer the Capitol Hill neighborhood and 
we hope that those who are opposed to this project will learn what Alexandrians already know -
that bringing St. Coletta into your community benefits not only those we serve, but everyone 
surrounding us as well. 

Conclusion 

In closing, the entire St. Coletta community is grateful for this opportunity to expand our 
services into the Nation's Capital. We understood when we took on this project that there would 
be bumps in the road. In spite of these obstacles we remain eager to extend our programs to 
include more children, adults and families while providing a model for a better way of serving 
persons with disabilities in our city. 

Thank you for this opportunity to appear before you and explain our plans. We would be happy 
to answer any questions you may have. 


