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Alberto Bastita, Secretary to the Zoning Commission
441 4* St., NW

Suite 210 South

Washington, DC 20001
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Secretary Bastita,

We are writing to ask the Zoning Commission to accept the following two attached documents
into the record for Zoning Commission Case Number 03-04. These documents were first
submitted to the Zoning Commission on November 13.

The documents were submitted on November 13 because Maxine Brown Roberts at the Office of
Planning told ACORN that the Zoning Commission would be interested in what had happened
between ACORN members and the Bozzuto Group since the October 9 Zoning Commission
hearing. She said that we should submit this to the record and that the record would be open for
us until November 13. As a result, ACORN members worked to develop submissions for the
Zoning Commission.

When we brought these documents to the Zoning Commission on November 13 for submission
to the record, we were shocked to find that the record was open only to specific parties. Because
we were under the impression that we had until November 13, ACORN members met with and
received support from Ward 1 Councilmember Jim Graham. Additionally, we petitioned over
100 residents that live within a block or so of Bozzuto’s proposed development on Belmont
Street NW. This hard work was done to convey to the Zoning Commission the events that have
transpired between Bozzuto and the community since October 9. We would be upset if this
important work was not entered into the record because of misinformation that we received from
the Office of Planning.

Thank you,

Edra Derricks
Columbia Heights ACORN
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November 12, 2003 . Metropolitan: Area Transit Authority

Clark Wagner, Director of Development Services

Bozzuto Homes, Inc.
6401 Golden Triangle Drive, Suite 200
Greenbelt, MD 20770-3203

Mr. Wagner:

I am writing to you as Councilmember of the most diverse ward in Washington, DC and™
this diversity is something that I greatly value. I clearly recognize the benefits that new
development is bringingto my Ward and I am also aware of the often unintended
negative consequences on low- and moderate-income residents who are a major part of
my constituency. As a supporter of affordable housing policies such as Inclusionary
Zoning and Inclusionary Development, preserving this diversity is one of my top

priorities.

While I welcome new development such as the 105 units that you propose for Belmont
Street, I do recognize the upward pressures that luxury developments have on the housing
market. Your condos will not replace any currently existing affordable housing, but area
property taxes will rise, as will area rents. And that, in turn, has an pbvious lmpact on the

affordability of the neighborhood.

I'have met with Columbia Heights ACORN members and they have conveyed to me their
desire to see more than four affordable units in your development. I am a supporter of
ACORN’s work. 1join with ACORN in seeking greater community benefits from your
proposed development. I discussed with ACORN the fact that your proposed Planned
Unit Development is late in the process and there may be issues with ACORN’s original
request for 15% set aside. Even so, I feel that you should provide tangible community
benefits. I am supportive of ACORN members sitting down to discuss other concrete

options with you.



I will be following up with Columbia Heights ACORN members and I hope their
negotiations with you to go well.

TG

JG/fr
Cc: Chairman Carol J. Mitten, Zoning Commission
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Chairman Carol J. Mitten
441 4" Street, NW

Suite 2105

Washington, DC 20001

Chairman Mitten:

We are writing t0- you because we remain focused on' securing a- greater commitment
from the Bozzuto Group to provide real community benefits that will help mitigate the
negative impacts on affordable housing created by their proposed 105 unit development’
on Belinont St. NW.

We continually hear the argument that because. this proposed development will be
constructed on property. that is currently vacant, that it will cause no displacement of low
and moderateé income residents. We disagree. The concept of market trends and market
forces are not ones that we think are lost. on either the Bozzuto Group or the Zoning
Commission. As new’ ‘market rate development comes into our community and places

upward pressures on the housing market, rents rise and property tax agsessments increase.

We continue to object to the approval of this pro;ect by the zoning commission without a
greafer commiitment to providing adequate prowsmns to offset the negative impact this
development will have on low and moderate income housing.

Sinoe: first testifying at the public hearing at the Zoning Commission meeting on October
9, over 60 ACORN members have met with Clark Wagner of the Bozzuto Group to
propose a 15% set aside of affordable: units in the proposed project. Mr. Wager and
associates, however, flatly refused. As ACORN members who are active in our
commumty we are not unreasonable people, and as such we would be happy to. meet
again with representatives from the Bozzuto: Group to discuss alternative ways they might
provrde assistance. to. help mitigate-the true impact their development will have on the
area housing market. We have also met recently with, and received support from, ANC
Commissioners and Ward 1 Councilmember Jim Graham,



Until agreement is reached on providing adequate community benefits to our community
we will continue to oppose the approval of this Planned Unit Development.

Thank you for you time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Columbia Heights ACORN
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“Until agreement is reached on providing adequate community benefits to our community
we will continue to oppose the approval of this Planned Unit Development.

Thank you for you time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Columbia Heights ACORN
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Until agreement is reached on. providing adequate community benefits to our commiunity
we will continue to oppose the approval of this Planned Unit Development.

Thank you for you time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Columbia Heights ACORN
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Until agreement is reached on providing adequate community benefits to our commiunity
we will continue to oppose the approval of this Planned Unit Development.

Tharik you for you time and consideration.

Sincerely, |

Columbia Heights ACORN
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