
William D.Ellingsworth 
c/o Capital Yacht Club 
1000 Water Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

March 13, 2003 

Mr. Alberto B. Bastida 
Secretary, Zoning Commission 
D.C. Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Proposed W-0 Open Space Zone 

Dear Members of the DC Zoning Commission: 

My name is William 
member of the Capital Yacht 
Washington D.C. 

Ellingsworth, a long-standing 
Club at 1000 Water Street, SW, 

I want to add my voice to concerns already expressed 
about proposed zoning changes to the Southwest waterfront. 
I also want to point out that the Capital Yacht Club 
community has existed at its current 1000 Water Street site 
for 111 years. 

Our organization is more than a boating club that 
attracts tourists and members of the community to the DC 
waterfront. Capital Yacht Club is an integral part of the 
waterfront's history and community. 

Our longstanding participation in waterfront matters 
was officially commended last July by the DC City Council. 
Their Ceremonial Resolution 14-282 recognizes our members 
for their leadership in such important activities as The 
Cruise for Kids, the Police and Fire Fighter Picnic, and 
the Cherry Blossom Festival. There is much more to 
understand about us--so I hope you take the time to read 
this document. 
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For your convenience I have attached a copy of the DC 
resolution to this letter, which I am submitting for the 
record. 

Let me underscore a couple of concerns being expressed 
within our community, which I trust can be addressed as 
this zoning process moves forward. 

1) Are proposed zoning changes part of an effort by the 
district government to "spot zone," the Southwest 
waterfront? We understand that the DC Off ice of 
Planning has a close working relationship with the 
Zoning Board. I would like to place on the record my 
concern about the potential for W-0 proposed zone 
changes that could artificially diminish Southwest 
waterfront values, perhaps clearing the way for the 
city to push out leaseholders for less than the 
current fair market value. I have heard concerns in 
our community that once such leases are negated on the 
cheap, zoning density could simply be increased to 
accommodate private development interests. I do not 
personally know if these concerns are fully warranted, 
but I did want to respectfully bring them to your 
attention. I would also request that you publicly and 
for the record assure us that this is not the intent 
of this body. 

2) I want to echo concerns expressed by others about the 
effect of publishing a demolition plan on existing 
businesses. This could restrict their ability to 
find new tenants. The reality is that it is hard to 
attract new businesses to the waterfront when there is 
fear that nothing will be left in 36 months. 

Thank you for considering my concerns. Like others, 
I submit this letter and attached document for the 
record, and for your future discussions. 

Sincerely, 

iJfo: f) ~ 
William D. Ellingsworth 
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ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

A CEREMONIAL RESOLUfION 

14-282 

IN THE COUNCIL OF nm DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

July2,2002 

To recognize the Capital Yacht Club in Southwest W~ D.C., in its l IOth year of 
preservation and progress for America's National Waterfront, as well as for its longstanding 
service and participation in the waterfront comnnmity of Southwest Washington, D.C. 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club was founded in 1892, on the Washington Channel in 
Southwest Washingto~ DC., shortly after Major General Peter Conover Haines renovated the 
waterway system then supplying the nation"s cap~; 

WHEREAS, members of the Capital Yacht Club have contributed their vessels to serve 
in the national defense in both world wars, and consistent with that tradition turned over their 
facilities to support District police and rescue personnel on September 11, 2001; 

WHEREAS~ the Capital Yacht Club has actively supported important charities 
throughout its 110 year presence in Southwest W~ D.C., including the Easter Seals 
"Cruise for Kids" and the Cure for Cancer Walk; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club contn"butes to the local economy of touris~ 
including its widely anticipated Ammal Parade of Lights event in support of the District of 
Colwnbia's Cherry Blossom Festival, the Christmas Parade of Lights~ and the yearly Blessing of 
the Fleet flotilla; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club supplies volunteers to the United States Coast Guard 
and District police units in support of secmity efforts on America's National Waterfront, such as 
its ~yes on the Potomac,, program; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club encourages boating safety on the Potomac River in 
conjunction with Flotilla 22 of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary; and 

WHEREAS:. the Capital Yacht Club sponsors several important fimctions for law 
enforcement and fire and rescue officials each year,, including the Annual Police and Fire 



ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

Departments Family Picnic. 

RESOLVED, BYnIB COUNCIL OF TIIEDIS'IRICT OF COLUMBIA,. That this 
resolution may be cited as the "Capital Yacht Club-Involvement and Support of the Washington 
Waterfront Community Recognition Resolution of2002". 

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia finds this a most appropriate time to 
recogniz.e the Capit.al Yacht Club for its commu.nit¥ involvement and support,- and for its 
contributions to 1he bettennent of America's National Waterftont. 

Sec. 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 
the District of Colwnbia Register. 
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ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

A CEREMONIAL RESOLlITION 

14-282 

IN THE COUNCIL OF TilE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

July 2. 2002 

To recognize the Capital Yacht Club in Southwest Washington, D.C., in its 1 IOth year of 
preservation and progress for America's National Water.Cron~ as well as for its longstanding 
service and participation in the waterfront community of Southwest Washington, D.C. 

WHEREAS~ the Capital Yacht Club was founded in 1892, on the Washington Channel in 
Southwest Washingto~ DC., shortly after Major General Peter Conover Haines renovated the 
waterway system then supplying the nation's capi~; 

WHEREAS, members of the Capital Yacht Club have contributed their vessels to serve 
in the national defense in both world wars, and consistent with that tradition turned over their 
facilities to support District police and rescue personnel on September 11, 2001; 

WHEREAS~ the Capital Yacht Club bas actively supported important charities 
throughout its 110 year presence in Southwest Washington, D.C.,. including the Easter Seals 
"Cruise for Kids" and the Cure for Cancer Walle; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club contributes to the local economy of touri~ 
including its widely anticipated Annual Parade of Lights event in support of the District of 
Columbia's Cheny Blossom Festival, the Christmas ParadeofLights, and the yearly Blessing of 
the Fleet flotilla; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club supplies volunteers to the United States Coast Guard 
and District police units in support of security efforts on America's National Waterfront, such as 
its .. Eyes on the Potomac', program; 

WHEREAS~ the Capital Yacht Club encourages boating safety on the Potomac River in 
conjunction with Flotilla 22 of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary; and 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club sponsors several important functions for law 
enforcement and fire and rescue officials each year, including the Annual Police and Fire 



ENROlJ,ED ORIGINAL 

Departments Family Picnic. 

RESOLVED, BY nm COUNCIL OF nm DISTRICT OF COLUMB~ That this 
resolution may be cited as the "Capital Yacht Club-Involvement and Support of the Washington 
Waterfront Community Recognition ~lution of 2002". . 

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia finds this a most appropriate time to 
recognize the Capital Yacht Club for its~ involvement and~ and for its 
contributions to the betterment of Ameriea's National Waterfront. 

See. 3. This teSOlution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 
the District of Columbia hgister. 
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ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

A CEREMONIAL RESOLUITON 

14-282 

IN THE COUNCIL OF TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

July2,2002 

th 
To recognize the Capital Yacht Club in Southwest Washington, D.C., in its 110 year of 
preserva1ion and progress for America's National Waterfront, as well as for its longstanding 
service and participation in the waterfront community of Southwest Washington, D.C. 

WHEREAS,. the Capital Yacht Club was fmmded in 1892, on the Washington Channel in 
Southwest Washington, DC., shortly after Major General Peter Conover Haines renovated the 
waterway system then supplying the nation"s capiW; 

WHEREAS, members of the Capital Yacht Club have contributed their vessels to serve 
in the national defense in both world wars, and consistent with that tradition turned over their 
facilities to support District police and rescue personnel on September 11, 2001; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club has actively supported important charities 
throughout its 110 year presence in Southwest Washington, D.C., including the Easter Seals 
"Cruise for Kids" and the Cure for Cancer Walle; 

WHEREAS,. the Capital Yacht Club contributes to the local economy of touris~ 
including its widely anticipated Annual Parade of Lights event in support of the District of 
Columbia's Cherry Blossom Festival, the Christmas Parade of Lights, and the yearly Blessing of 
the Fleet flotilla; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club supplies volunteers to the United States Coast Guard 
and District police units in support of security efforts on America's National Waterfront, such as 
its "Eyes on the Potomac" program; 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club encourages boating safety on the Potomac River in 
conjunction with Flotilla 22 of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary; and 

WHEREAS, the Capital Yacht Club sponsors several important fimctions for law 
enforcement and fire and rescue officials each year, including the Annual Police and Fire 



ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

Departments Family Picnic. 

RESOLVED!> BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMB~ That this 
resolution may be cited as the "Capital Yacht Club-Involvement and Support of the Washingt.on 
Waterftont Community Recognition Resolution of 2002". 

See. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia finds this a most appropriate time to 
recogni7.e the Capital Yacht Club for its community involvement and~ and for its 
contributions to 1he beUennent of America's National Watafront. 

Sec. 3. This teSOlution sba11 take effect b:mnediately upon the first date of publication in 
the District of Colnmbia Register. 
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