
Tom C }lcrm;mscn 
.~ I Pl\lSJX'C1 Strecl 
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DC .!1)11ing Commis,ion 
H l FourH1 Street NW 
Snitc 2](1 Smith 

nc 20001 

Dear ( \mi missioner \lillcn: 

I(' )•HI in .'>UP!A)Jl nf Case ,t,i 02·- 10. 1hc BG:1Jl1011~e. \\hich is scbcdi!luJ 
l,)r considcmli1)n before the C1)mmission on June . 200'.\. The Boathouse project \\ill be a tremcnd,l11~ 

boon to the communit~ that \\ill enhance recreational opportnnirics for all Washingtonians. ,ind r strnngl~ cncomagc 
the Commi~si,m to give the prnjcct its apprO\ al. 

r:ir:-:L iJ\ !he Bo:i!h,;11,;c tile Commi~c:ion will add a resource to the DC 
,\lln\,)11lJ the Boathouse tn be constructed will allow a land bct\\cen Gc,ii);.etmrn and the 

i'Jational Parh Senice to go forward which will forever protect the Potomac P:1lisades from dc\clopmcnt. Ail£ming 
the Boalhous(' log,) li)n,ard will also result in Georgetm, n SHrrcndering a one-mile righl-ol-w:l\ along the ( 
f'rc~crnt Trail. which will tiirlhcr protect lh:il recreational treasure from cncroachmenL 

Second. allo\\ing the boathou,;c lo be buill \\ ill increase oppL)rtunilics for recreation on the Pollmiac Riycr 
The sport ol rowing h:1s become increasing!~ attractive to people oYcr the past decade because it i;; cm ironmcntall~ 
sensitive. uniYcrsally. and physically demanding. Present!:', there is more demand for rowing than can Ix. 
.1,:,x,i1m10d;1tcd b, the present boat houses on the Potomac. The pri\ at(' Pot1)mac Boal CIHb is o\crsnbscribcd and 

a \\ailing li~i for membership. The only pnblic Jacilit: on the river is Thompson·s Boat Center 1,hcrc 
Gcorgcto\\n occupies two or the eight ,l\ ailablc ba: s. This has forced some communil: grnups t1) store their shell~ 
outside. exposing !he boats t,) risl,s of theft. vandalism. and damage. 

Tl1l' cn1)rnltHb dcm:md for :1ddil itmal space for nm ing facilities. v1 hich \\ ill be exacerbated b) the luss ,il 
I he 11111d11,,r sl1m1ge compound at Thomps1\n · s \\ hen the cnnstmcl ion of the proposed Swedish Em bass: begin~ 
requires I hat this new facility be built. B: allowing GcMgelown lo cons1ruct its boathouse. there 1, ill be less 
congcsti,ln al Thompson·s. Further. the indoor rowing tanh will be a great addition to the local nrning co111m1111it, 
:md v\ ill be made a\ :iilablc 10 nthcr users. \\ hich will also all;),\ more people lo use the Pntnmac frnm that l1Kalion 

Alloning the Boathouse to be built will be fabulous addition to cornplcmcnt Polnrnac Boat Club and 
Washington Canoe Club. How wonderti.il it will be to ha,c such a bcautili.11 addition to the landscape ,if the 
Potomac as one crosses he: bridge! Georgetown has long dreamed or constructing a new boathouse on the Potnmac 

I his possible. This new boathoHse represents Gcorgctm\n·s snpport of the comm1mit~ as the 11ni\cr~ity 
h \\ illing I,) bear lhe cost ol constructing an acsthcticall~ -plca:;ing focilit, that \\ ill scne its grcate1 

community and 11 ill stand the test of lime. I mgc the C,)mmission to apprO\ c the prnpo~cd boathouse al its June 
meeting. 

11ce1 , ours. 

re~ 
Tom C. Hermansen 
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