
Zoning Commission 
Carol Mitten, Chair 
441 4th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

June 4, 2003 

Re: Case 02-30, Georgetown University Boathouse 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

I am writing to support Georgetown University's request for a zoning 
determination that would permit them to build the boathouse that they have been 
planning along the Potomac River on Tract 102-114. 
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I am a parent of a rower at Wilson Senior High School. Woodrow Wilson Senior 
High School, on of 13 high schools that row on the Potomac River, is the only public 
school in the District of Columbia with a crew team. The US Park Service has work 
with community groups for many years to develop a sensible plan for the Georgetown 
waterfront. The plan to build the Georgetown University boathouse in the area 
designated by the US Park Service for boathouse fits into the plan for the Georgetown 
Waterfront Park and the Georgetown University boathouse, when built, is a key step in 
the preservation of High School rowing on the Potomac. High School rowing will loose 
a substantial amount of shell storage space when the Swedish Embassy is built on a 
parcel adjacent to Thompson's Boating Center (TBC). Moving the shells owned by 
Georgetown University currently stored at TBC to the new Georgetown University 
boathouse is a necessary step in the plan to replace the shell storage that will be lost to the 
construction of Sweden House. 

It is very clear that this zoning proposal is appropriate and in the public interest. 
The objections that have been raised are poorly informed, insubstantial, late in the 
process and not in the public interest. 

(1) This zoning proposal is appropriate and in the public interest. 

The Potomac waterfront has historically supported a variety of uses. At one time 
there were as many as six boathouses along the Georgetown stretch of the Potomac 
River. It has been estimated that 1500-2000 people participate actively here. Rowing 
accounts for more people-hours of recreational river use per year in this location than any 
other activity. Obviously, the only place that you can put boathouses is along the river. 
Use of land for boathouses along the river is therefore both appropriate and in the public 
interest. ZONING COMMISSION
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As the Commission is aware, members of the rowing community have worked for 
a number of years with each other and with various governmental bodies, such as the 
National Park Service, to develop a comprehensive plan for boathouse space that respects 
the many uses that the waterfront must serve. The Georgetown University boathouse is an 
integral part of the overall plan. Without the Georgetown University boathouse as it is 
envisioned, the rest of the plan will not hold together and the public interest would not be 
served. Not only would the entire rowing community (including the high schools) suffer 
but other members of the public would also be impacted if boathouse space must be 
relocated where it would be more intrusive on other waterfront uses. 

(2) The objections that have been raised are poorly informed, insubstantial, late 
in the process and not in the public interest. 

A small number of citizens have lately seized upon this zoning decision as an 
opportunity to oppose the Georgetown University boathouse without regard for the 
interests of the full range of park users. They have made arguments that are weak ( and in 
some cases wrong) and that are not sufficient to deny the request for zoning that would 
permit a boathouse on the currently planned tract. The boathouse that is envisioned would 
be of reasonable size (not "giant"), would be non-polluting, and would not create any 
regular vehicular traffic to the site (only occasional service vehicles). The dock would not 
be in the way of other river users. The planned site would preserve park space east of Key 
Bridge for other uses. 

It is no coincidence that the plan for the Georgetown University Boathouse has 
these qualities. The details have been worked out in years of very public negotiations. 
Where were those who are now raising eleventh-hour objections? To give serious weight 
to their comments would not be in the public interest. 

I urge the Commission to approve this request for rezoning to permit Georgetown 
University to build a boathouse according to the plan that they and many others have 
worked out. 
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waterfront. The plan to build the Georgetown University boathouse in the area 
designated by the US Park Service for boathouse fits into the plan for the Georgetown 
Waterfront Park and the Georgetown University boathouse, when built, is a key step in 
the preservation of High School rowing on the Potomac. High School rowing will loose 
a substantial amount of shell storage space when the Swedish Embassy is built on a 
parcel adjacent to Thompson's Boating Center (TBC). Moving the shells owned by 
Georgetown University currently stored at TBC to the new Georgetown University 
boathouse is a necessary step in the plan to replace the shell storage that will be lost to the 
construction of Sweden House. 

It is very clear that this zoning proposal is appropriate and in the public interest. 
The objections that have been raised are poorly informed, insubstantial, late in the 
process and not in the public interest. 

(1) This zoning proposal is appropriate and in the public interest. 

The Potomac waterfront has historically supported a variety of uses. At one time 
there were as many as six boathouses along the Georgetown stretch of the Potomac 
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As the Commission is aware, members of the rowing community have worked for 
a number of years with each other and with various governmental bodies, such as the 
National Park Service, to develop a comprehensive plan for boathouse space that respects 
the many uses that the waterfront must serve. The Georgetown University boathouse is an 
integral part of the overall plan. Without the Georgetown University boathouse as it is 
envisioned, the rest of the plan will not hold together and the public interest would not be 
served. Not only would the entire rowing community (including the high schools) suffer 
but other members of the public would also be impacted if boathouse space must be 
relocated where it \vould be more intrusive on other waterfront uses. 

(2) The objections that have been raised are poorly informed, insubstantial, late 
in the process and not in the public interest. 

A small number of citizens have lately seized upon this zoning decision as an 
opportunity to oppose the Georgetown University boathouse without regard for the 
interests of the full range of park users. They have made arguments that are weak (and in 
some cases wrong) and that are not sufficient to deny the request for zoning that would 
permit a boathouse on the currently planned tract. The boathouse that is envisioned would 
be of reasonable size (not "giant"), would be non-polluting, and would not create any 
regular vehicular traffic to the site (only occasional service vehicles). The dock would not 
be in the way of other river users. The planned site v,1ould preserve park space east of Key 
Bridge for other uses. 

It is no coincidence that the plan for the Georgetown University Boathouse has 
these qualities. The details have been worked out in years of very public negotiations. 
Where were those who are now raising eleventh-hour objections? To give serious weight 
to their comments would not be in the public interest. 

I urge the Commission to approve this request for rezoning to permit Georgetown 
University to build a boathouse according to the plan that they and many others have 
worked out. 

Sincerely, 
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;1 :llll!,il dll10l.1Ill ll!'-,h,:11 stor,112,:· \\hen tlw i,h r ',.'.\ j,; built ,,n ,l 

Id:! adjacent t\l ThPmp:--t m ·" B( 1,li !11'.! ( L'lltt'r (TB(·) \lm i 
'!1 1\\ 11 L n11 crsil\ l'll!IC!llh st, at I H(' 1P the ill'\\ ( !1 l 111\ l'l'-11\ 

l11s \ ,;Jc,1r tint thi:-, /011i11g prupo-;al isapprnpnatc,md in the public intcrcs1 

l1u11-.: that h,l\ c h:t·n r,1i an: poml) i11fr,111icd i11c;ub:-;tanti:1L L\1(: in tlic 
pHh.·,·,;s a nut 111 lhi: public i11tcr1..:st 

(I) Thi, ,oning propos,il i,; appropriafr and in the rrnhlic interesL 

The Puturn,h: \\c!kr-i'1u111 h:i.,; lii:~turicalh sup1101tcd a \arict, nl'usc:-. .\tone 11nw 

1ilul' \\Crc :h n1;im ns si\ iw.:11 alnng the (1l'\!r'2,:!o\\ll -.,1n:tch 0!'1 Pniurn:i(: 
Ri\cr It has hcc11 L''-ti111atcd that l )(lli-200(1 fWllplc p:.trtic:ipdtl' aCJi\i?h lk'll' Rowing 
il,'cuu11ts frq lllill,' Hils nfrccrca11unal ri\er use 1wr \l',ll' i11 ihis !ouitin11 th:rn ail\ 

c1i a(·ti\ ilv Ob\ iouc,l\ tlh: on!\ place that \Oll (:an put hoa1hnu:-,cs i-; ,ilnnµ lhc rih'r 

! :,v ni'bnd 11,r h11thv, ;i]()li_,' the ri\,'r i, t hd1h tc in tlw h· 
Int Cl'l'\l 



'\ ;it inn a I Park Sen 11:c. ! o de\ t: lop a coniprehcn.si \ v r1Lrn I\ ir t'( ,at b1u "'·' space ilia t ll':c;p,'ch 

rn;rn\ thCS tlw! the \\<lil'rfr,1111 rnuq scne The C,c.,·;1r,.:drmn 1·ni\c·1•,it\ boathC11hC is :Jn 
:nl i p,::1 n!'1 (l\t'ii1ll pL111 \\ithou1 tlw C,cr'l ,i1 1 n I 1mer,;it, k,athuu"l' :1" it 1,; 
,.'m 1:--.i,Hll'd. the 1·c'.->! ot't!it: plan \\ill not huld ln'.,cCt!i,:r :rnd il1l' public imcrc~.t ,,(1uld not lw 
\Cl' cd \1)1 nnh nnttld 1)w entire r,)\\ my Cllll}Jl]ll!l!l\ I i11dudinr1 tl1<..· >CIHiolc;) -,ufl~s 
but :.,thcr nH·rnbl'r-, ut'1hc puh!ic \\(lllid abc1 he impacted i!'bt1;,ithou..;c "pace rnu..;l hL 
rcl\l,:,lt ,\ it \\ rn · lllUI\' :n1 ru~1\ c nn n! '·' .ih !'Pili ll"t'', 

(2) ·1 hr ohjrctions that han lwr11 raised are poor!.' informed. in-.uhstantial. lat(' 
in ihe prort'ss and not in the public i11ter('\L 

\ ~11nll nurnhcr ur cill7cn:-. h,n c lmch ,cit'..;;d upon tlii..; Zllni dcc 1s1(1n as an 
nppun:.1;1;1y to ,1ppo·,c I CiCO!ECiO\\ll l Jli\ l'f\!1\ hoathl'1lhC \\iltl11ld rc~:,i!d r,,i the.:· 
1111\:JL':,h t!K· lidl 1 ,,11'.'.l'. pmk 11s,Tc. The\ lrt\ e made a; :nrn1.:·nh !hat arc-,\ <idi·, land in 
', 11!11,: C ,;l'', \'. n. ) cl I :·r,: !11)( ,un~,:icnt ]i\ t!i,: IC(j\lL''.( fr,r /Ulll \\,ndc! 
1•1.:r1ni1 ;i !"1:1thou.c..c on ihc cuncn1!, pla11ni:d tract The 1,n:11hous;c th;H is ;:ll\ isic: \\nuld 

lk' in the \\:I\ nf ,,\ lT, ,J lhCIS pl 
!hid,,s:· for other ll\C" 

lt "'11t1 ,:·,,i11-·idcnct' 1lrn1 the pian for the' (iL'Or;:ctnh 11 l Iii\ \ f3ua1!1nu:,,,: ha·, 
,111.:',C qu,diljl':-- The ddaiJ,., ha\c hccn \\nrkcd nut in \C\ll'~ oi'\cn public nc~wtiatio11s 
\\lh·rc \\ere 1 \\lh' a1\.' ,HJ\\ r,1isin'2 ek\entli- 1 ,1hic·ctinn-,· 1 Tn 11i\c '-t:1io1ic; \\C!.'..'.11! 

l\) 1!1t'1r L'o 11111H:11h \\1)uid nu1 in the public interest 

I u1~!.t' the C11mrni.-,,Hlll to :ippro1e th1-; n:,iue-,t liH iC?,rn111g to pc,rmii <it'1lf'gctm\11 

ni\ vr,it\ 1<1 build a h()aih\\U'>l' :1ccordi11g tu the !'laii 1!rn1 the1 and mall\ ntili:rs han· 
t 1"i'll 

Sincereh 




