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Approve The GU Boathouse

Just when we thought it was safe for Geargetown University to
huild its boathouse on the Potormac, Washington Canoe Club mem-
bers and local environmentalists age agempting to stop it Cange
Clnb members complain that the building, which will be located next
to their 100-year-old boathause, will be severat times larger and five
feet caller than thelrs. Environmentalists heve piled on, elsining that
the bosthouse will encroach on “wetlands that prolect the river and
destroy babliar for numcrous species.”

Tot more than a decede, Grargetown University has been plaa.
aing 1© build g boatouse on the Potomac River for its rowing and
gailing tenms currently housed at Thompson’s Boat Ceuter, 3
Nadona Pack Service (acility sdjacent to Washington Hasboe The
University must shase the limited space at Thompson’s with Georze
Washingon University and with an increasing nwpber of high
school rowing teams and individual rowers,

Georgetown Univessity has develaped 2 Mnrdsome design lur a
$13 million boathousc to be built on a cne-scre waterfront site abave
Rey Bridge. The Federl Fine Arts Conimdssian, tie D.C. Histedic
Pres¢cvntion Review Board, ANC 3IE (Georgetown), the
Geagetown Waterfront Puk Commission. the C£0 National
Hislorica) Park Advisory Commission, aod the Nutanal Capital
Planning Comndssion have all reviewed asd approved the project
after ample oppocunity for public comment. (It's amazing that any-
thing sver pets twilt here!} |

The Natoual Park Service, which sccepted ane 2cce of land the
Univessity owned on the Potomar Palissdes fu cxchange fov the
boathause site, srongly supports the project, [n tesponding to envi-
ropmentalists' concems, the Park Service noteg that therz are no sig-
nificant wetlands or vegetotion on the hoathouse site, and chat igcat-
ing 8 bosthouse or the foodplain is permitted under Federal law.

In 2 Gnal review of the praject scheduled foe June S, the D.C,
2Zoning Commission must decide three narrow goping issues: (1)
whether (0 waive the requicement for packing in the W-0 waierfont
zones {2) whether 1o allow a record Jot designation in the absence of
sueet frontage: and (3) whether to grant a variance reducing the
feyuired rear Jac Xie sewnck Gom 20 feat to IS feet, The Zoning
Commissior should have no difficulty rendering favorable decisions
on thess issues. Eliminating parking (com the site is broadly sup-
garted because it will minimize the presence of cars in the waterfront
arca, and the Ave-fool setbsck varianee wad record Jot fssucs ane
nothing-busgers,

Boarhauses must be built on the water, and most waterfron{ land
in the NatGen's Capital is publicly held and available for public uss,
The site and design of Geargetown Universicy's boathousc will make
% mp assel to e commupity for decades to come, We ugge the
Zoning Commission to grant the University's request for relief zo
that the project can go forward.
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