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I GEORCETOWN WATLRFRONY PARK ﬂ June 3 2003
Ms. Carol J. Mitten, Chair

HurorAry (:wl\mmu Zoning Commission

The Lonarablo D.C. Office of Zoning
Charles IL. eercy 441 4th Street, N.W.
HonorARy TRUSTRHS Suite 210 South
il Washington, D.C. 20001

The Honorable . .
Robhert polo Dear Chairman Mitten,

g;;:; ';?a'::;enbaum As Chair of the Georgetown Waterfront Park Commission since its

The Honorabic inception in 1997, | would like to address you and your fellow

Claihome Poll & Mrs. Pell  COMMissioners about the long planned Georgetown University
boathouse which has been the subject of much debate recently.

The Ionoroble

Gilbert Gude Several groups have challenged the University's right to build a

Senutor large structure for use by a private institution on National Park

Charles 8. Robb Service land. These people have also cafled into question the

Mayor environmental impact of this facility.
Anthony Williams Vv
Counctiman Most of these issues have been raised and answered during the

Jack Evans approval process that Georgetown University has gone through .
Hugh Newell Jacobson  gver a ten year period The University originally bought a one acre Vv
drckiect piece of land from CSX Railroad one mile upstream from the

Anhony frhnson present site in 1992. Included in the deal was a right of way for

Gonmgotow: Unsiversiy vehicular access to the site along the CSX roadbed, now the

william H. Meadows Capital Grescent Trail. The University and the National Park

Prosident, Wilderness Society Service agreed that a land swap would be a less intrusive

Arthur Cotton Moore alternative to using the original site. The land exchange was

Archisect approved by ANC 2-E, the National Capital Planning Commission

The Reverend and the D.C. Historic Presarvation Review Board in the fall of

Lco O'Donovan, SJ) 1995.

Presidens, Goorgelmm Grswersity
Sharan Percy Ruckefeller The environmental questions were addressed by the Army Corps
BE Saul of Engineers which conciuded that the "wetiands” existing on this
Chuirman, Chouy Chase bk piece of land were created by the nearby C & O Canal leaking and
Mrs. Roger Steveas the water being dammed up by the 84 inch subsurface sewer line.
James A. Van Swedcn While views will be obstructed by the boathouse roofline during
Lacndscape Archtecs the winter months, the views of the Potomac at this point are
Stephen Joel Trachrenberg OPSCUred by dense tree foliage during the rest of the year.

Prestdens, Goonge Waskingtoe University

Lawrence Wilker Georgetown University hired a distinguished architect, Stephen

Presidens, Kennsdy Contor Muse, to design a handsome boathouse in the shingie style of the
Jor the Corforming Arss
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the Charles and Schulkyl Rivers. The 28. .sot long structure is
divided into three bays and is handsomely adorned with porches
and arcades to create the feel of a residential structure. The
boathause design was approved by ANC 2-E in September, 2001
and subsequently by the Old Georgetown Board and the
Commission ot Fine Ans.

All of these issues were discussed numerous times in reguiar
pubtlic meetings over the years at the Waterfront Commission.
These meetings, held at St John's Church in Georgetown, were
advertised in local papers and were attended by citizens from the
entire metropotitan community, inciuding a healthy representation
of residents of Maryland and Virginia. Attendees were
encouraged to sign up for the mailing list to receive minutes and
notices of the meetings.

| do hope you and the members of the Commission wifl see this
magnificent boathouse as the result of a process involving the
entire community over a 6 year period and will agree to the zoning
requirements necessary to allow the University to move ahead
with its pfans.

Sincerely yours,

Chanle, H. P

Charles H. Percy A’“‘;/
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MITTEN & REYNOLDS, INC.

717 STH STREET AT G PLACE, N.W.. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 (202)682-0300,/FAX (202)682-031 1

CAROL J. MITTEN. MAI
ANTHONY REYNOLDS. MAI, CRE
DESMOND P. FOYNES. MAI
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