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Georgetown's boathouse 
7.Jpponents of ~wn University's proposed boathouse:& 

qunrteNnile west of Key Bridee are telling lhe Zoning Commission 
the site is one of the "main scenic tteastUCS of the nation's capi!al" 
where "no development should be permitted. n 

The Defenders of Fotomac River Palkland, a group fomied in 
April, opposes rhe National Park SW/ice's desire to tmde land two 
miles up the river owned by the univc.rsio/ for the proposed boar· 
house lnnd ~t to th<: Washington Canoe Club. 

If the Zoning Commission denies the requat; the university pbns 
10 build on the riverfront land it now owns -which could result in 
the construction of a road that could scvczely damage parkJand. 

The Ikl'endcrs claim there bas been no public: re'View or the 
dt!.ailed 4rehitcc:tural pl8.l'l$, but lhis newspaper ~ wblisbcd article:$ 
on tho boathouse over ~veal ye:us. The plans came: befote the 
Geo[!etown advisory neighborhood commission in September 2000 
after appcming on irs pnblished agenda.. The commission apim,ved 
them on its 4;0nsent c:alendar. ICSC(Vcd for nonconaovcaial issues. 

The detailed lltChitecruraJ plans haV9 come before the 
Commission of Fine Ans. the Old Georgetown Board, the HiStoric: 
Preservation Review Board 3lld rhe Georgetown Waterfront 
Commission as: well as the C&O Canal National Historical Parle 
Advisocy C.orrunissiOII. All h.e.ve pr.used 1hem. 

The Defenders claim to be friends of boadng. lf the Zoning 
Commission tejcds the Georgetown boamoose, high school IOWeIS 
would lose their boat storage space to the new Swccfish Embiissy. 
Their programs would be 6tOppCd cold for year.;. if not f'otcvcr. 

To us. the park would be far more at risk if Georgetown were 
forced to build its boathouse in a EIJJly pristine. area rather than ne;,ct 
door lO the Canoe Club. Any claim th:lt there has been no opportUni­
lY for public review is ridiculous. We mge the Zcning ColTunission 
"? j~in ~C !'1811! otherpp~ljG, bodig,r.hlt ha\lC 111Jpponed the llniV~- I • 

~~~~.~~~!~~~~~~,~;-~-=~._, .. J,;J :-

. Editorial in May 28, 2003 Current newspapers. 
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