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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT INPACT
EXCHANGE OF PROPERTIES ) LT
CHEBAPEAKE AND ORIO CARAL NATTOMAL KISTORICAL PARK / - e
IN THR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA s ga;!9:47

ACTION: Sxchange of Tract 102-11¢ (Natienal Park Servics) for
Tract 102-109 (Ceergetown University), in the District of
Columbia and within the boundary of tha Chesapaake and Chio Canal
Nationa) Eistorical Pavk (Ci0 Canal XHP),

DESCRIPTION: The proposed action, which was analyzed in an
anvironmantal assecpsaent (EA) dated July 14, 1935 and noticed in
60 F.R. 37,473 (July 30, 199S5), consists of the proposzl between
tha National Park Service (NFS) and Gedrgatown University to
exchange tvoe tracts of land within the legislated boundary of the
park. The exchange weuld be accomplished under authorities
available to the NFS at 16 U.5.C. § §601-22(d) (1988}, and 16
V.8.8 § ¢10y-X[b} ([1988).

Tract 102-105% is located one xmile north of the Washington
Aqueduct Bridge. It is cwned by Gecrgetown University and is
accesxibla via a reservation of access that ceincides with the
NP8 Capital Crescant Trall, a paved pedastrian-bicycls trafl
which was opened to use ip 1953, Tract 102~114 is approximately
470 feet north of the Old Ceargetovn Aquaduct Bridge, adjacent to
the site of tha Washington Cance flub facility. It was
identifind as & potential boathouse nite inm a 1989 NpsS Special
Study of Nenmoterized Boating.

The praposed exchange of these twa tracts will allow the NPE To
acconpllish several goals. Thesa are: the acjuisition by the NPS
of A wooded, prime wetland site along the zhore of the Potomac
Rivar, therebky precliding from development, a largely undisturbea
inholding of natural and scenic characterr the acquisition ana
extinguishnent of hearly a mile of private access rights along a
publie trail; and the implemantation of the long-texa goal of the
NPS to enhance the opportunities for nonemotorized boating on the
Potomac River. FPrlor XPS studies of nonemotorized boating
aptions for the Waskington, D.C. arsa were uced in the
davelopuent of this FA and are appsndicas te the EA.

In exchange for Felingquishing this tract of relatively
undisturbed land and n0st of its right of access slong. the
Capitsl Crescunt Trail, Georgetown University gains a location to
place a culleglatas boathouss in an alrsady developed portion of
the waterfront of tha Geosrgetown section of the € & & Canal NHMP.
Thiz ares vas designated for Reathouse usa in the fnlly approved
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Georgetown Waterfraont Plan of 1987, This proposal dees not
contexplate a marina (motorized boating) use of this parcel.
Gaoggetown thiversity intends to sonstruct.a boathouse for its
students, in an cpen landscapad setting which will be gvailabls
to the public. The langth of ¢empon access along tha Capital
crescent Trail from X Streot N.W. to the £ite of the proposed
Gesrgetoun boathouse vill ba managed to ensure safes access by the
public and Georgetown University, Cezpletion of the rowing
structure and its occupancy by Geazgetown Dniversity will result
in gpacs becaming available for use by the pudlic at existing
boating facilities presently used by Gevrgetown University.

ALTERNATIVES: The no-action altezmative, Alternative A, would
likely De a pruposal by Ceorgstown University for deve of
Tract 102+109 as 2 Boathouse or other acllaegiate recxrsational
facility, vhich would have an adverse impact un the native flara
and fauna on ity tract as wvell as on the rsgeurces of the
suzrounding parkland. Additlonally, Geozryetewn University wounld
alsc ratain itz right tov use vehicles on an roximats one mlle
length of tha Capital Crescent Trall to reach its inholding,
thexaby disrupting visiter use and enjoyment of ths Trail.

A second option, Alternative B, is for the National Park Servics
to forego an e¥changa and seek an appreopriation of public funds
to develop Tract 102-114 as a recreational boathouss or sack a
concessioner to develop a boathouse facility on parkland in ordexr
to mest the ildcentiZied need to alugnent ths public damand for
additional nen-motorized boating accesa to the Potomac River.
Rousver, in this alternative, Georgatown University could develep
ita owm facility on Tract 102-105 as vell, and T uze
the right of access along ene mile of the Capital Crescant Trail.

ANTICIPATED ENVIRONKENTAL IMPACTS: No sighificant environmental
or seclceconomic igsues wera identified during the preparatien ox
public reviev of the EA. There voera tvo requests for copies of
the EA and one twquest for an axtension of time te comment, which
was withdrawn, JPurthcr, copies of tha EA were mailed to the
commissioners of tha Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Commission and the
washington Canoe Club, which has a permitted area and privataly
ovned faclility adjacent to Tract 102-114. No substantive
comnents wars received,

Tha Natfonal Park Serviee has copsultsd with the U.S. Army Corps
of Enginesrs on this proposal which was found to ba t
upon watar access and a location on the shorelina. Rith rsspact
¢ Executive Order 11583, the project, while it i3 locavtad within
she floudplain, cannot be aceomplinhed without nse of tha
floodplain., Under the NPS Regulations published in the Federal
Register on May, 28, 198D, this action falls within the category
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of exceptesd actions, as defined under Section 5(p)(3); therefore
furthey conpliance with Byvecutive Order 11988 il‘ mt)!mirﬁd. ’

with rves to Executive Order 11950, the project is within an
aras deyignated as wetlands. Howevar, the purpose of the
proposal cannot De acoexplis vithout the usa of tha wetlands.
Under the NPS Ragulations publishud in the Pedaral Rogister on
May, 28, 19080, this actien falla within the category of exsepted
s, as defined undey Section 3(B) (3): therefore, fNIrrher
eopplisnre with Bxocutive Order 11988 is mot roguired.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers svaluated both parcals for
watlands characteristics. 7Tha wetlands that axe an ths Nakienmal
Benaficinl o Che PLASECATION OF INprovement of veter alicy o

e -] praservation ox of water 1 of
the Potomac River or the Chesapeake Bay. The Gmg;twnm ¥
Oniversity tract, howaver, wvas considered to contain high guality
wetlands which are contrilutery to the preservatien and

of water guality of the Potomac River and thae

ixprovepant
chesapeake Bay.

so archeolagical artifacts vers determined to bDe on Tract 102~114
dus to prier major canstruction aisturbance. ¥e rare,
threatenad, or endandered plant eor aniual opeciss er theiy
habitat ars locaced within either parcel.

The Distriot of Columdia Kistoric Praservation officer previously
concurzed in tha Georgetown Waterfront Park plan, vhich will be
partially isplemented through this exechangs. The Rational
Register of Historic Places has haen consulted, and it has been
deternined thatr the € &£ 0 Canal ®HP and the Washington Canoe Club
structure proparties are listed on the Registar. YThesa will be
afzected by the futurs erwction af a boathuouse on this tract by
Georgatawn University. Thezafore, liance with the
requiranments of Section 106 of the NHational Historle Praservation
Act s . In that yegard, the design of the boathouse
itaelf will bo subject o the review of ppprupriate agencius,
irmum the Coamission of Pins Arty, and the National Capital
rlanning commizgion, and the Stats Historic FPresexrvation Officer.
in sccordance with th._;.e ::quiruent;, coples of all pertinent

- are encliosed.

DETERMINATION: A raview of the gnvircamental assessment and
opher intermatien cktained in connection wWith the proposed
agresnant to exchange proprerty batvesn the NPS and Georgutown
Chiversity indicates that approve) af the proposal does not
appear ta constitute a major Federal action significantly
affeccing the guality of the human envirenmant, as Jdescribed in
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affecting the guality of the hwmmpn environment, as described in
Section 102({2) (C) ef the National Envirammental Pelicy Act of
1969. The actiany to be taken In connection with this projact
are consistent with the objectives and policies of that Ast, and
the dational Park Service processas for avaluating archeological,
wetland and other aspacts of this praposal have besn followed.
™his exchange will be conductad puxsuznt to the recently revised
¥ational Park Sarvice land sxchangs quidelines (Februaxry 16,
1995). Pursuant to that Act, the guidelines of the Council on
Envircnmental Quality and Mational Park Sexvice Guidslines

(VNP3 12, September 1982), the cxitsria have been met, ond,
therefera, tha asseszaebt docusent is considered to ba adequate-

Baxed upom ths citsd documentstion and the ratiovnale of the
decision adove, I £ind tnat this project iz not a major Pedaral
actian significantly affecting tha haman environment, ner is it
savircmmentally highly controversisl. The pubdblic was notified
that the enviromiental assessosnt was availabla for reviev and no
substantive vrittan cozments were reocsived., 'he projact is maot
comeitting the ¥P8 to spescifiec futwre actions which wonld
constituta a signiticant ox controversial impact. The impact of
thim proposal is not of x cumulative mature, either in itsslf ox
in conjunction with other Pederal or non-Federal projects.
Therefors, pursuant to gection 102(2)(C) of the afarssentioned
Act, tha Guidslinag of the Council on Envirenmantal Quality and
Natiena) Park servics cuidelines (P8 12, September 1983), this
proposal does not reguire tha preparation of an Envirenmental
Impact Statamant,
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raris, Supsrintendent
Chesa) and ohie Canal pationsl Historic Park

Nacional Park service
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« Robexrt Stan ¢« Figld D ,
Rational Capimal Ares
Mationsl Park sszvice
6489285202 INBWLNEGEE Ld 1D LTiZT Sove-6T-AUM

T s

doos



05/19/03 12:42 FAX 202 942 5212 ARNOLD & PORTER doo1

ARNOLD & PORTER 2029425000

202.942.5999 Fax
555 Twelfth Street, NW -0~ 0777 VED
Washington, DC 20004-1206., | F ZoNing

Fax Transmittal

Date: 5\/)?/ 23

This docummt must be transmitted no later ﬂlan* | Altemate telephone number at which send can be reached

AéA r if there are difficulties with this fax

If you experience difficulty receiving this fax transmission, please contact the operator at 202.942.6837.

MESSAGE
@",szdé-&)”&d" Ay Tlee recotr= %
Cthe O2.— 28, GeedV; » .
)’h@a’.’ e ) K raeceth
> 25

(YW

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

Information intended only for the use of the addressee named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the
employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, please note that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is stricily prohibiled. Anyone who receives this communication in eror should notify us immedialely by
telephone and retum the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Mail.




