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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - -
EXCHANGE OF LANDS WITHIN POTOMAC PALISADES PARKWAY B

AND CHESAPEAKE AND GHIO CANAL NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK .

{SITE ADJACENT TO WASHINGTON CANQE CLUB ALONG THE GEORGETOWN -z
WATERFRONT) WITH GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY (SITE APPROXIMATELY ONE -
AND POTOMAC SHORELINE) -

C‘:b'u - :
adurrse oy 3 0
AS LMCrTELS

Sepember 7, 1995 ‘p
Toe Commistion approves, efftctive upon completion of the Section 106 seview pracess, the
Naztional Park Service's exchange of lands within the Potomas Palisades Pasiway and Chesapeake
and Ohio Carmal Nadons! Historic Pask (site adjeeent 10 Washington Canoe Club alung the
Georgetown Waserfront) with Geargetown Umversity (site appraximataly ane mile west of Key
Bridge between the Capital Crescers Tral and the Potommac Stioreline), 3¢ shown aa NCPC Map File

No 7.00(63.00)-40137

L - .
BACKGROUND AND STAFF EVALUATION

Descrintion of Proposal

The Natioral Park Sexvice (NPS), pursuant to Section 5 of the Nationa) Capital Plasning Act of
1952, a5 amended, bay submitted 3 proposed land sxchanpe befanen NPS and Gsorgeiown
University mvolving two parcels of lxed within the Chesapeake snd Qbio Canal Natiopal Historie
Park Section 5 of thy Planning Act requires each Fedesal agency prior to proeeeding with
vonstruction plens 10 submit its plans to the Commizsion for review. The Commission’s review
covers all aspeats of e project, instuding planning and desipn.

As & reault of she exchange of lands, the Park Service would acquire « key tract of land along the
Potomac Palisades thereby assuring the preservition of this portion of she Palisadcs in & natunal state.
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Conversely, Geargezown University would take possession of a parce!f along the more develaped
porzion of the Geargetown wararfront for the purpose of coastruczing & collegiate boathouse.

Both paredis, a3 soted above, are Jocated within the boyadasies of the C& 0O Caml National Historic
Park  The Nationial Park Service hand, Tract 102-114, is spproximstely 1.0 acee in size, It is located
just west of the Washingron Canoe Club facility which is betwees the Capital Crescent Trall (s
hiker/tiker trail nawing fom Georgetown to the Distict of Colurnbia line) and the river av 2bour 37th
Street extended. This sastern portion of the pareel i3 primarily paved and is presently used for
bouting-related gotivities; the westem section is vegerated.

The 47,766-square fooe (1.1 ucre) parce] which Georgetown University proposes to exchange Sor
Teact 102-114 is referred 1o a5 Tract 102-109. [t is a marshy area located 4,000 feet upriver of the
Park Service propefty in n 2res glong the shorefive, The parce], which is in an are3 between the
Capital Crescent Trall and the Poromac River, 35 former CSX railroad propesty which was conveyed
to Georgerown University in the mid-1980° prier to the Park Service acquiring the rest of the
nailraad’s property for development of the Capieal Crescemt Trail. In addition to the University's 1.1
acre wtac1 (which would have been used for the purpose of building 2 beating facility), the schoel also
has sacess rights along 2 15-foat right-of-way over the Capital Crescent Trall from 2 point az the
north end of K Street 1o its property,

The exchange would transfer 1o the Park Service Georgetown University's 1,) acre groperty which
the Park Service would retain io its oaturel state. Vehieulor azoess righes along the Capital Crescent
Trall, now ewned by the University, wauld convey to the Park Sesvics.  Geosgetown University, on
the other hand, would develop the Park Service’s former property next to the Washington Cance Club
as a non-motorized boathouse For use by Georgetawn University. Acsording to the Park Service,
sdditional terms are 10 be established 25 a condivion of the exchange regarding activizies which could
occur on the site next 10 the Canoe Club, These conditions are not finalized b are expected 1o

involve limits on the size and desiun of the new bomthouse, Since the University cusrcntly rents a
ponion of the Thompean's Boat House for siorage of its boats, conaniction of its new faciliey weqld

free-up these Rorage bays for other users,
Conformenge with Comprehencive Play

Several policics from the Parks, Opea Space and Natural Feansres element apply to the proposed land
exchange and are identified as follaws:

As a grem natural srea, the Potomac Palisades ... should reflect the navre which
comrolied carly sexilement in the Region. Consplcusus mas-made formns should be
svoided upstream from Key Bridge.
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The green laodscepe and parklike chacacter provided by twess, grass and other
abundant plant materials...should be kept particuladiy evident in refation to the
rivers....

Protection of Tract 102-109 and its access easemient would be cohsiszent with these policics.

The C&0 Canal Nartiona! Historical Park should be preserved as a legacy of mland
wiaterway development. Tt should 2o serve ps 2 recrentional area for connotorized
mmd:nh:ycfmzmh‘kmgnﬂm:bwd:pmmoﬁhewm
historic sesources should take precedence over the provision of recreational getivides.
Adjacent development should be kept ar 3 low density, excepr cast of Key Bridge.

The proposed action would promote boating by facllitating establiskmen of a new boathouse, and
would also protect bicycling, jogging, sud hiking slong the C20 Canal path by eliminating the
possibility of vehicular use of the trail as an access road. The proposed development of the
boatbouse, although slightly west of Key Bridge, would be at s low density.

The shorelines and waterfrants of the Potomac and Anacosta Rivers within the
District of Calumbia should be publicly-awned, except gt planned waterfromt locations
in Georgetown ... where controlled private development could be permitted. Public
access along the waterfront sheuld be accommodated throughout. ... Tn aoa-public
witer{ront areas, sccess by the public should be arranged by easemients or other

binding agreements.

The proposed actien would remove Tract 102-114 fiom public ownership. The maps accompanying
this element indicate that this parce! is approximatcly on the border between the Palisades ares,
designated as “Natural Perks,” and the planned waterfront area of Georgetown. In exclange,
however, Traer 102-109 vaill change from private to publc gwnership, completing the Natignal Park
Service's control of the Palisades area. Overall, the proposed action sppears to father this goal.
Approprizte easements should be obtained ta assure continued public xecess along the waterfronr
within Trast 102-114

All lands within 150 10 200 fest of the water's edge ... should be managed in & marmer
that will encourage the enjoyment and recrsstional use of water resausces, while
protecting the scenie values of the waterways,

Both parcels fall entirely within 150 feer of the water's edge  The praposed acdon encourages
recreational use us well as protesting the scenic quality of the Palissdes.
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Federal Agencies should expard their Open Space 3reas around the Ragion's narural
feanures when possible, parscularly the shorelines along the Potamac River, 10 protect
these features from adverse impacts and provide for their use, acceys, and enjoymant
by the public. The use of scenic casements {and) land exchanges.. should be
cansidared in additon to land acquisition.

The proposed land exchange has a neutral effect en ovetnll ownership of shereline lands, but Serves
10 protect the Palisades,

Overall, the proposed action wouyld fusther the implementation of these policies and is generally
ronsistent with the Parks, Open Space and Natural Features element.

The Geoargetown waterfront is also designated a Special Place in the Preservation and Historic

Features element  The designated arss exteads sfightly upstream of Key Bridge and ends
approximately a1 Tract 102-114, Development of this site with a basthouse would cause it to be

perceived 3s pan of the Georgetown waterfrom The following poficies would apply:
Special Places shauld be embellished with...distinctive buildings....

Parking areas, drivewsys or service areas {within Specia! Places] should be carefully
controlled, located, and designed o avoid adverse [visua!] impact.

Any future boathouse and related access shovld be desipned Lo be consistent with these policics.
Confogpance with Master Plan
This proposal is consistent with the Coneept Plan for the Gegrgetown Waterfront Park, Palissdes

Park and C£0 Canal National Historical Park, from Foundry Branch to Rock Creek, approved by
the Commission oh Junc 26, 1986, as shown ou NCPC Map File No. 71.10(38.00)-29781.

Coontinating Comas

The proposal was reviewed by the Coordinating Committes on August 10,.1995  The Comzitzes
forwasded the proposal 1o the Commission with (he statement that the projest has been coordinated
with &l sgencies represented. Attending the meeting were representatives of NCPC, the District of
Columbia's Office of Planning. Fire Depactment, and Department of Pubfic Works, the National Park
Service, General Services Administration, and Washington Metropolitan Area Transjt Authonity
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Historig Preservation

NPS initiated Section 106 with the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Offieer (DC
SHPQ) on Anpaer 8, 1995, determining that the land wransfer would have no adverse effect on the
historic character of the Park. The DC SHPQ will schedute the case for an open hearing before the
Historic Presenvation Review Bgard 3t its upcoming mesting on September 28 and will determine its
respanse following that meefing.

Both sites are witkin the C & O Canal National Historics! Pork.  The land transfor itself appears to
further the gaals of the C & O Canal Natioaal Historical Park legisiation (1571), which ealls for the
preservation and interpretstion of the historic and gcenic fezuzes of the canal snd the development

of public recreation along the canal,
Envicanmestal Jmpaey

Pursyznt 1o PL. 91.190, NPS hzs detenmined that an envitormoental impact statoment is aof required
for the wxchange In Feu thereof, the Park Serviee hias provided an envirommenta! assessment (EA).

Through the Jand exchange, NPS seeks to preserve the mature trees and native vegetation of the
Potomac Pakisades, retain unimpeded access 10 the adjacent public parkiand. and sarisfy the public's
demands for increased boating facilicizs. The land which NPS wants to acquire contains mature teecs.
NP§'s present landholding consists primanily of 3 parking area and nonnative, edge-type habitat. and
a small wealand. Both properties appesr ta be within the 100-year floadplain of the Potomiac River.

Based on the background in the EA, the proposed land exchange will not gensrate significam advearss
impacts Since NPS does not intend to Jevelop Traet 102-109, its scquisition of the site would
positvely affect the Potomac Palisades by preserving the existing marture vegezation, Since no land
disturbance is proposed, mingmal impact on soil erosian and sedimentation is expected. Geargetown
University'’s use of Tract 102-11¢ for non-motorized boating would not significantly affect that
propatty.  Non-motorized beating activity should have minor effects an the floadplain. The Army
Corps of Engineers and NPS wall coordinate any neceseary wetland mitigation,

Evalyation

We recommend the Conmumission spprove the proposed cxchmoge of lands between NPS and
Geargetown University A 1985 stady prepared by NPS indicates a strong demand fof increased
public aceass to recreational facilities along the Anecostia and Potomse Rivers, and in particular 1o
non-motorized boating facilities Development of a non-motosized buathouse facility next to vhe
Washington Canoe Club would conributs to sstisfving these demarnds in addition to being consiners
with the park plan for the Potomac Palizades Park which the Commission approved In June of 1986.
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That plan, Geargetown Waserfront Park, Palissdes Park eod C&O Cangl Nationa! Histotic Pack om
Foundry Branch 10 Rock Cresk, designated su zres dlong the shoreling east of Key Bridge, to
epprasimately 1,100 feet upstream of Key Bridge, for nan-motorized boxthouse use. Georgetown
Uriversity's new boathouse would be located at the northern edge of the areq designated in the plan

for hoathmse oze,

Further, placing Georgetown University’s new bouthouse immediacely upsureaay ¢f the Canae Club,
as proposed, would resuft in minjmal encroaciunent into the undeveloped portions of Poromac
Palisades Park. Transferring the University’s title and accesy rights to its property (Tract 102-109)
to the Park Service will help protect and preserve the natura) conditions of the Palisades, which is in
accord with policies in the Comnprehensive Plan. Care should be raken however & the design of the
facility 10 3ssure that any meagsures designed ta stabilize the shoreline reggin the natural chasaceer of
the are, that the bulding itself enhances the appearance of the waterfront; and that envirormental
impacts which could result fom construction of the beathouse and the resulium inereased boating
activity in this portion of the park sre mnimized.
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TRACT 102-109

GEORGETOWN UNIV. TO PARK SERVICE

/R7W EASEMENT
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* TRACT 102-114

PARK SERVICE TO GEORGETOWN UNI
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