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NatiOffll Park Service'& crdiqe of wxls widliP the PolOfflaC .Pafiadcs Parb,q and. Chestpcakc 

ud Ohio Cami Niticmal Hi$CO& PUSc (.tite adj~ ,o WavbmgtOD ~ Club l1anR die 

Gcors,=wn W~J widl Geoigetown Unswnity (ilie ap~ one fflile wat of Ke, 

Brio~ berween mt C,pira1 Cn:smn Trd and the. Potasn1,C. Sharcli.ftc). 11 lhown an NCH: Mq, F• 

No 7.00(63.00)-40137 

" • • 
BA.CJ(GlOUND AND S!Aff' 2VALUA'l10N 

The~ hrlc krno: (NPSJ. paaant to Seaiod S ofdH: Natiuul Olpiml Pllmmg Ad of 
1~52. 11 lffldtd. 2- submitted • pDpOtOd lam .,....,.. beN1M11 NPS 1111 ~ 
Univenity inwlwfs ewo pan:e!s of Imel 'Within rba Cbenpeab .S Ohio Cm Nldeftll His!orit 
Par.le. Seol:ioG 5 or tile Plianam& N:t teqUil'c, adt Feclenl ~ poor to pro: :Jina witb 
wllSUQfflOII plw to l'Jbmil b pi.. ta e1ur Cornmlnioa k nwew. ne CdffillUlian NVie. 
covea .u ape.:r.s orme project. Jni:ladlD& pbnaiDg Grd design. 

AS I re1ult ol''lhe c«lw,ge of'JaDds, Iha Parle SCMCC waaJd u.qui,e • by tn!I oflaad alaQa she 
Potomac Msad,s fllriy usuria; the preservdCld a(thif portioia of da; Pati.ndcs m & l'll!Urll llate. 
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CDnvcqeJy. ~ UQiwnity wvuld lib pa~ ot1 pa= .ions me men ~ed 
poruon Df'1ho ~ wldrfirlw for the JIUT]'OSe of cOSllill\1Cliq. CQJJ.qpue ~ 

Bath pan:dr. ..... ~ lie laeatld 9rilbin tlie bouadarifs of'the ~ cam! NmOllll Historic 
Plrk n. Nalioml Park Sctvice IPtd. Trla 102-114. is~ 1.01ete la. Ii& It is loalred 
just 'Mst of'me w~ Canc,e Cub tia"Jiv wldda ii '*"= lhe Clpir.r ~ TnD Ca 
hibrlbibr nil nmoinJ &om Gearplown ro 1111 ~ afColumNt tilre) and rho dYlr • ,t,nm l"lth 
Sum mended. This asiun portion of'lbc pv;ct is primuily paved snd is pretelldy USl!d f.ot 
boatiq-rclacd acdvieies; ~~ seaion is~ 

ihe ,7, 706-squatc fooc (1. I mere) par;ct Mlich GeorJdOWII ~ praposa co t.UhuJae for 
Tr&ee 102-114 is raerred to u Tn.ci 102·109. It is a llllt'SD)' area lcc::Dd 4,000 fed~ af'chc 
Park Smrice prGptn~ tn ID area llang me .dlOR!iM. TLe pucel. ~ is .in an area bc:twocn the 
Capiw Cns:eia Trail and lhe PO'romac lU"Yer, is fonnct CSX 1'li1rOld JnvperlY wbic:b. "MU COil~ 

t6 GeofBClown Umvenity in the mi.S. I 9SO's ptior co Ille Part SIIYicic ac.quirin& Iba ,-of tltc 
nilraad's pnipcrty ror devdopincnr of ,11e CIJ>ital Oaa:nt Trail 1D additicm • * tJnivcnity's a. l 
11:te \raGl (which 1IIOU1d ~ hetn wed b' die pdl'JIOSe ofbuiWirrg a hllina f.adlity). die Khool lllo 
bu ,=-- ri,glrts alon.1 a lS...foat ri~·WRY over tbe Clpit.aJ Crescent Tnit hm a point u the 
north n of IC. Su= to it1 propcny. 

Thi! eicdlatlge would tmUl"erio the Park Service Georactawa Univenlry's I, 1 ICJO propcny nida 
the Pvk Service would 111Caill ie irl aaturll suite. Vebicuh,r aci:ess ripm lllOIIS D ea,ilal Crtsa:nt 
TniJ. now D\\111.d b1 ttie 'tJniwermy, WOUid CDRYC)' to the Pn Servin. ~ Udversity. on 
the ocher hand» wouJ6 dm:fop tul'arfc Scmce's fmntrprapectyll&'ler IO toe W~OA Caoe Club 
as 11ton·m010riied bcub°'* For "51 bY Gcorgctawn ~. A.cootding to the Pmc Semee, 
lldd1tional tcnns are zo IHI cmblisbD;I as a coodidon cd'll:ac- CICdlange repntm& u:livitiec w&ich could 
OGWr on rhc she nea ro the Caim11 Club. lllese" caaditi.ana ue aot Goallzal bid 1re e,q,ectcd m 
it1.W1fva limits on ihe size and desi:,'11 cf'lhe 11CW boahouse. Sulcz ihc Unhimky cum:otl)' l"l!llfs a 
ponicn of'dlc Thompson's~ Hvuse far stcrap of its bom, ~OCI of'its an, &cairy WOQld 
fiw.up these 11orqe bays for Olbet 1tsers. 

St"NII palidcs hctl die~ Opm Space lRd Naluru F&ll\ftS tlcmeat lJIPly lO the propoa:d llbd 
~· and. &R iden1S.fitd as (allows: 

M a greas b3tUl'a1 ma. the Por~ Palisades ·- &hould retlecr die nmn ahich 
comraUed early satlmlmt intbe ~on. eons~ ~e fQtlftf eau!d be 
I\IOided upmum mm, kc)• Bridge. 
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The arem, Jandsgapc I.lid par~ dwactcr pmw!ed '1 ircec. grass and other 
abundant plant mzterills. . .shou1d be kept partl~arly evident in rdllion to the 
rivers .••• 

J>roteetion or Traa l m..109 and its access easczi=t 'WObld be consmm with 1hese pglida,. 

T1tt ClcO C&nal 'Nadonal Bisi~ Park shawd be preserved as I lep:y of inland 
warerway ~- ft should Ibo ICM:• a seaeados.l an:a fbr IIOI.HDOCarizcd 
uses. suda as bicJcJm&..ioMin& hiJdn& cul bOl!mg, thoup preNMdDD of'dae park"s 
Jim~n:someecshould like~ cvcz-lbeproyision ofR:Ctellirml mMdes. 
Adjacent dcvelopmear should be: bpc • a Jaw dePsily. e,ccepi CQt ofXq Bridge. 

The propgsed ac:tion would pomote boating by fadlkltins esrablisbmcm of a JJtlll' boadiouie, and 
\\'OUld allt' pl'01ect bkyeliq. jOJlfflS. 8Dd hikin& llong the: C&0 Canal padl by eliminacias die 
possibilit)' of vehiclJar UFC 0£ the wil IS U ~ road. 1'he proposed devieiCJJ2lMIJt Of tM 
boad1ou,c, aft.)lgugh 1lightl:, wm of'Key 'Bridge. would be• a low dwky. 

The shotelines and walWGlltS of tbi: Potomac and Anl.CMda River$ wimJn lhc 
District of Calumbia sbouJd bll pubJid)r.oMtttJ. eccept It planned \VJ!erfrom locaiioas 
in Oeoipown ... wb1:tt ccmtroJled ,privlre dcwlopmrm could be panittecl. Pvblic: 
accm alons the watertrom should be a.t.eormnadatld tbrou:bout ... 111 aaii-public 
~~erfrcmt areas, sc:cess by the public should be ananpd ~ euemcncs or 01:her 
bindi~ agreementS. 

The proposai itt.i0n 'IVcluJd remove Traer 1w .. 1 J4 6-om public oWJ'leBhip. The m1fJ$ u.companying 
this elamcm indicate !hat rbis parcel is a~ on the bmcr bClWtllD 1.be PaliAdes area, 
designated as "NituraJ tarts." and du: p(antted wa!cdtont Mea of Geo,aetoMl In cvbaoge. 
bow.Mt, Tr.im 102-109 wiD chan,ae&om private ffl public cntrnerShip. complccine die National Park 
Service's concrol of die Palislcles area. OvcraO. 'Ibo proposed IClio111Ppcar1 to tia1.het dris aoai. 
Appropriar1 •sements shQuld ~ obtaiDcd &a U11Ute coatinucd p.it,lic ltA:leU along the w.ttriom 
wiihizz TtlCI l 02· tJ.4 

All lands "Mtlun 1 SO m 200 I= of the water's edae •.. should be fl181118ed in & IJl3llncl' 
1hat 'Will encounae Ulc civaymeni and recnllional IJR_af 'Mtct rmaurccs. while 
pro=ting ths scenic 'W8h.tes af lhe waterways. 

Botb parcels faJ1 e:ntin!ly widWs 150 feet of tlie ~ edge The proposed .terian eacouiages 
rccreauonal use u well as J,t'O'(fflinB ihe: scenic qualhy of div Palisades 

141004 
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Fedn Apndes mauld ~ their Open Spam 11111 around die Rllfods natural 
feawres When paaible,, panicmriy tlle shordines llq me P0t0&111c .I.Mr. 10 protea 
ihc$C blur-es &om ldveRe UD)IKtl ll1d prowfe for their use. act:en. m.1 co;a,mmu 
by the= publiG. 111• use or scenic cucmems (asidl land adaanps .•. lhould be 
Clfflsidered in addition to Jami 1;quisiti011. 

The pn,posed i.f cnh,118" Jiu I 'llcutnJ ~ Oii 0WtDJJ mllZll!r$hip of lhoteline lud,. but SetWS 

to protect the Palisades. 

Overall. the proposed actian ,a,ould filnhll' me im~ af'lhese ,oricies and ii aenerilly 
consisteri1 whh lht Parks. Op111 Space and Nl1Ul'l1 Feamra clement. 

The Gwrset0wn watemont is also desiplced a Spcc:i~ Place ill lbe ~ ad Hiaori~ 
Fcaturd eJcm111t The dcsignattd ire, cicccdds sflghdy 1JP$U91m of 1Ccy Blidp and ends 
appn,Kimately II Traer 102.114. .DMJoplUIJI ~r this site wkb a bDldlause would s;ause u to be 
perceived u J)ltl of tire Georgetown watetbm The Wawina policies would apply: 

Special Places should br embeWsfled with .•. diuiacdvc bUt1dizlp ...• 

ParL.~ 1rC1S. drivewJ.)'S or serw:e artas [wumn Specw P~) lhould be e11etu11y 
con1:rclled, located. and desis=f io avoid adverse [11UU&!] implcl:. 

Arr)· futurt boalhous~ and rcl,.tcd access should be di:signcd to be consistemt with 1htse policies. 

Confomiancc "!itb Masm !Ian 

This proposal is consistent with the Coacr.p£ Plu for die GII01ilt0Wft Watemom Park. Palisades 
Park and ~0 Canal Natioaal l&toricaJ Park, from Fcnmdiy Bttnch to Jt.odf Crtclc. approved ~ 
the Commis.,lon on June 26. 1986. JS shown va NCPC Map file No. 71.10(31.00)-29781. 

.Coppfuwlna Committcs 

na proposal was tClliewed by the Caol'ditlatm& eo.nminec on Aupst J0,.199S The Cummluee 
forwarded 11,a lll'opasaJ io die Cornrninioa with the sbtl!lnaot that cbe ,PrDJccr JD.I been C'OOrmnated 
with a!J !lp'Ddtt n:prcscntcd. Atteftding die~ were r~wivas af'NCPC. lbe Distrlct or 
eolumma·s Oflicz of Planning. Fire Depart~ and Dcpanment af Pubfic Works, Ilic National hit 
Sttvice. Gener.I St:Mces AdminiSQ'Mion. pd Wuhingioa Metropolitan ~ Trusi1 Autftoritr 

vt/60'd 6l.S9l89~2 et :21 telaZ-6t-.ww 
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NPS midated S=ion 106 with the J)jsmd ot Cohlmbl& State ~ Presemzion Ofticct (DC 
SHPOJ on Augtm 8. 19951 dc:lermmiq llm tlsc laod IIPsf'cr would ba'IC p0 ad-1,:qe dfcct on die 
hlstaric chancla' otthe Pule. The .DC SHPO win ldledulc me case for 111 open bearing &c:fin the 
Historic:~ leYicw Board at iu upcoming raeetma Oii Sepcembcr 28 and will delermirle iq 
response toUowinl UW meeting. 

Both sites are within the C &. 0 CamJ Nauoaal Hinorital Pm:. Tlw laad uaa.tfcr itself-ppears to 
funJicr che S01b oflhc C It. 0 Canal Natloaal Hismrbl Park Jepslatioa (1971). which al~ fer the 
prasrvad9n 1nd latc:rpreralion of tbc laistcrlc llld sccaic &:zm:a of'the canal and the dolielop!lllmt 
of pr.iblic R:Creation along the i:uaJ. 

Pursuant 10 P J... 91·190. 'NPS bu dcia'niMd l!w an~ iznpJd scacrnem ii Daf nquired 
ror iht ~ rn lieu \hereof; the Park Service bas pro\'idcd an envin:mmefflal uwssman (EA). 

Throuyh tha luid exchanac. NPS 51:eb 10 preserve the mature trees and IUdrYe vegetarian otdle 
Potomac Pa!isa~ main unimpeded acetsa tG lhc adjacait p11bJic parkland. 111d arisfy the public's 
dCfflilnd1,; for inaaad boaiing &cilirii:s. Tbe land Vlbidt NPS wants 10 11:quirc corains nwure t~ 
~PS's present Jandhc,lcfzng amssfs pnmzrit, of & parking are& Md tlOMlti~ .dge-type hlbitat. ancf 
a 5111&11 ,,.-ttfand. B0th propcrncs tppear ca be \Vfthin the l 00-yeat floodplain ef tbe Potomai: River. 

B&scd on &he bactcsrcund in rbe EA. the ~pgd Jllld m:hengc will not,~ sipd&cam .sdvem 
impacts Since NPS does 00t iraend to IJMOJI Tn.et 1oi.1w. its~" of'dl~ site ..-ouJd 
posidvelr aftm di~ Potomat Palisades by preserving the cdRing maan ~ Since no land 
disrutbance is pmposed, mininal inpct on .soil erosian and ~ is c:qaed. Georptown 
Univor5ity'1 un of Tract 102•114 fi>r non-matoriied boalVl8 would mt s.;pifiAblly at?ect Wt. 
~- NQft-fflocon.= boatias acrMI)' 5hould have minor d'ects oa the .floodplain. Tbe Army 
Corps or Engineers and NPS will caordislate any MClt'm!Y Wdland mitigation. 

Ev.tJuatign 

We. recommend Eht Comnii.uion app.rave abc psaposed cxc:hup er lands between NPS and 
CieargatowP Ulliversity A l98S sard.y snpnd by NPS indicates a Sll'Oal deflwld far mascd 
pul,l:c ~ 10 recra.donal &cllities along Ebe~ and Potomac 1Uvcn. ad in paniculat to 
non-mou,ri'zl:d beating facilities Developma11 ot a non-rnocoiizcd wathousc mcili\)' ~ co the 
W~on Cmiac OJ, would c:oncnllufArto &dsfying dta deffllffl!t in ad4ilion to beini conQcrq: 
wlrh the park pbn for t1te PotomK Paliades Park which rb~ Commission apprDYtd Jn June af J 986. 

~l.1'0l"d 6l.89l8920Z 
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That p1aa. G£araetoWD WHtom ~ .PmdlsJllrk and C&O Canal Nadonal Hisu,rfc Pltk from 
Found!)' Branch lo Jloclc OMfc. dcsipatecl 11D ara a1oog the~ ast r,f Xey Bridp. !O 
&pJll'mdmuely 1.100 r.t upSlta!D ot~cy Bridge. for llalt-fflotoriied ~ me. Georgetowa 
Uni~ nevt bomhause would be roc.ed 1& lhe aonhem edge of lhe ltflll deslpmd in '1lc p!aD 
for boahouse uu. 

Jl'urdler, plld,cG,orptown Universkys new tiounause iflmdiacdy upsawm ofdle Caaoc Clu11. 
as proposed, would rc,1o1ft in Dlirmm1 au:roadirMnt ilffO Ore andffllc,ptd ,m,ioas ot Potan!IC 
hbad~ Park. Transt"eraingtlJC U~s dcle Ind a=-s tfshts to ill Pl'Dl*1Y (Tna 102-109) 
lo lhe Piii Servfa, \\'ill help pn,tect ltlCI preserve !he natural =ndidOSIS otlho l'IJilldes,: which is in 
a=td with policla in me Coinprehemi'Ye Plan. Can: should bo l1kea ~in~ desip of the 
&ciJhy 'lO aSMe'htt any mQIUl:I designed ta JZabili:e EM thotffme rmin tbs mtural charmer of 
the ara, lhat me buMin£ iuetrcnhances lhe~ of die~ and~ ll!:ffllirgnnetaf 
impaccs which could ~It &om i;onstrUaic:m af the bollhoYse and the raultant i~ed boarmg 
aea.iYilY in this ponian ordlc park .ue minuni:cd. 

~007 
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