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R.;.;: Case# C2-30, Geor~town U,uversity Boathouse 

Deur lvfa. M·;tt.en :ind other Comrr.ission Mem.be.rs: 

We :-tri: v.=-tithlg in support ot'the proposal by Georgeto~n University to build a 
Q.:,auwust! on 11,e f•otornac River ·lpstteam ofth~ Wnshington Canoe Club. As to.year 
rc.:.idc-nt.,; of the Palisades and lor1l#time "-dvoc..ates ofrowfu: on the .Potomac,." we believe tha1 
r.h~ p1:01wsa. in ~1r .. estion: is In 'the be..c:t interest vf our community, tbe Poton1ac Rive;, -and the 
b;(:riid. &Cl>>! of riv~t ai:Ct:.,i"'S and us::. 

(ko.rgcro·wn University has been ,;,-orking for :more than 20 years to build a boatl:.ouse 
oo t.,r.: Roroil!uc. i)ne "isitto Th•>mpson•s Boathouse, which Georgetown cun:ently uses for 
it.!.: toni.r~ r>tC.lgra1us. jl]iJstrates he problem. The facility is massrvely overcrowded, wjth 
sl!ve.i::-J .sch,:><J!.s rowing ::rom 'te'u,porary outside racks. The crowrung in .aod around the docks 
i!. •lni;afe and d~grades tbe overa: 1 ro'Wing experience for college and mgh school students, as 
well as the ge.ne.re.1 t':)Wihg co.rm,1unity. which is typically forced to row from Thompson·s due 
10 ilici lack of Potomac Ri~er ac,:ess in snd around Washington. When Georgetown builds it.$ 
new hoatb<>use, n will free up a :ruge amount of $pace at Thompson· s 'for other prograir..s, 
ioc1u-:1ing several high school pr:>gra.&"llS that Georgetown Universicy helped to start (such as 
Vi·Iis,m Hii;h St:)1001). This iss:cia is even mon: critical given the fact tba1 the outside storage 
.:!I~ •.-,,ill ba elirnh:iated when co·lStrllction of the Swedish Embassy begins. 

11i ~ new f,eorg~t,wvn b.: athou..~ v:ill also support outslde rowers and help make 
Washuigt,,n DC l rr..ajo, center for athletes iraming at the nation.al level. Washington already 
bos1~ .man:r oa:rsinen and wome:1 ·wbo compete for the US at international ri,gattas, including 
IJie Olym,·ics . .Sul W.as'b.in.gtor.. does not have miy indoor training tanks. (where a1:hletes cau. 
mw durirJ.r~ the -~·i,,rer), forcing these athleLes to leave Wa.wngton during the wmti!! mo-.a1ths 
or du 'l\.irbout a b.asic tt'l:liuing b oL The Georgetown Boathouse v.1.i.1 have these tanks and th:::y 
'1:.-:iH b:::..-orne a m~iol troining: tciol for the Georgetown athletes as weU ::iS rowers from difrereil.t 
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The si'k'. proposed by George•.own is an excellent site for the boathouse. It lies directly 
beneath Georg-:;tOiit'n University and is located in an area that has beem specifically desigvated 
for boathouses by the National Psrk Service. Georgetown currently owns land about a mile 
upriver ftom the propQsed site, in tb.l heart of the Palisades. It also bas a valid right of way 
along the bike pr~th to the Palisades .rite. Georgetown will give up this site, ar.d its right of 
WfJ.Y, in exchmtge for the dO"WllStream site adjacent to the Washington Canoe Club. The 
disruption of builcling and operatin.J! a boPL.'louse on the Palisades site is obvious. There 
µ;-.;,tJ1d be visual ar..rd t."IlVlIOllIIle.ottJ impacts tror1.1. such development on the pristine shoreline 
of the Palisadt,s. 

To the c-0n'll~a;', the do'\\:nst:eam site ·will enhance the appearance oftb.e watemont 
and will caUSl; n(• !'Jgnificant envirr:IIllllental imp~ts. The proposed Georgetown boathouse 
also \\ill not have any real impsct 1;1.D the Washingt.on Canoe Club or area paddlers. The Club 
llss peacefully coexisted next to a.lowing facility lPotainac Boat Chm) for more than a 
cennn:y~ and ·~t ""'ill coexist next ti:> the Georgetown boathouse.. Long-term, the interests of 
rowers and plddlers on 1he Potomac are the same -to enjoy and use a clean and healthy river 
for bllOtb.er o:nw...-y. The threat ti> this goal comes not from. another boathouse but from. 
ilo<1tiog re.st:.wanis nnd other for-pro.fit waterfront development schemes that threaten to alter. 
the Ocx,rgetc,wn wei!etfront foxe\'t:;r. 1his is, in port, why the ANC~ tl,e Old Geo,:getown 
Board, the Co.cr,mif,sion <Tf Fme A~ and the Georgetown Waterfront Commission have 
overwhelmingly ~r,proved the Ge,)rgetown hoothouse now being con..~derc:d by the .2oning 
CommlssiorL.. 

Truu.!k yot! for tb.i . .s opport .mity to conunmt, and please feel free to contact us if we can 
prmride additiom:1J oofm::m.cmon or answer any qi.1est:ioJ1S. 
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