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Ra: Case # $2-30, Jeorgstown Uhiiversity Boathouse
Preur Mz, Mitten and other Comur ission Members:

We are wiiting in suppott of the proposal by Georgetown Universify to build a
boatheuse on tie Potoreac River apstream of the Washington Cance Club. As 10-year
residents of the Palisades and lonz-time advecates of rowing on the Potomas, we believe that
Lbe proposa, in yrestion is in the best interest of our community, the Potomac River, and the
Uroad goal of river aceess and us:,

Georgerovn University has been working for more than 20 years to build a boathouse
ot the Fotomac. One visit tv Thompson's Boathouse, which Georgetown currently uses for
ity rowing programs, illistrates e problem.  The facility is massively avercrowded, with
severd sehools sowing Srom e porary outside racks. The crowding in and around the docks
iy ngsefe and dagrades the overa | rowing experience for college and high school students, as
well as the generzl rowihg community, which is typically forced to row from Thompson’s due
o the lack of Petomac River access in snd sround Washington. When Georgetown builds its
new bogihouse, b will free up a wge emount of spece at Thompson’s for other program:s,
inclufing several high school programs thal Georgetown University helped to start (such as
Wilson High School). This issua is even move critical given the fact that the outside storage
area will ba eliroinated when coastruetion ofthe Swedish Embassy begins.

Thi2 new eorgerpwn be athouse will alsc support outside rowers and help rpake
Washingten DC 1 major center for athletes fraining at the national level. Washington already
hosts meny oarsinen and wome 1 who compete for the US at international regattas, including
Uwe Qlympics. Sui Washingter, does not have any indoor training tanks (where athletes cau
mow Juring the winter), foreing these athleles 1o leave Washington during the winter moirths
ar do without & basic waining t of. The Georgetown Boathouse will have these tanks and they
wiil becorne & major training taol for the Georgetown athletes as well as rowers from differeut
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The site proposed by Georgerown is an excelient site for the boathouse. It lies directly
beneath Georgztown University and is located in an area that has been specifically desigpated
for boathouses by the National Park Service. Geoxgetown currently owns land about & mile
upriver from the proposed site, in th: heart of the Palisades. It also has a valid right of way
along the bike path: to the Palisades site. Georgetown will give up this site, and fts right of
way, in exchaxige for the downstrearn site adjacent to the Washington. Cance Chib. The
disruption of tvilding and operating a boathouse on the Palisades site is obvious. There
would be visual aed environmeatal impacts frora such development on the pristine shoreline
of the Palisades.

To the conuiry, the downsteam site will enhance the appearance of the waterfront
and will cause no sipgnificant envinmmental impacts. The proposed Georgetown boathouse
also will not have any real impsct nn the Washington Canoe Club or area paddlers. The Club
Iias peacefully cocxisted next o a1owing facility (Potomac Boat Club) for more than a
centiry, and ‘t will coexist next to the Georgetown boathouse. Long-term, the interests of
rowers and paddiers on the Potornyic are the same — to epjoy and usa a clean and healthy river
for ainther cznmzy. The threat o this goal comes not frora another boathouse but from
{loating restzuranis and other for-profit waterfront development schemes that thresten o alter
the Georgetewn weterfront forever. This is, in part, why the ANC, the O1d Georgetown
Poard, the Commaission of Fine A 1s, and the Georgetown Waterfront Commission have
overwhelmingly approved the Genrgetown hoathuwuse now being considered by the Zoning
Commissior.

Thapk yor for this opport 1aity to conunent, and please fiel fiee to contact us if we can
provide additiona! waformston or answer any questions.

Sincerely,
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