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Case # 02-30, Georgetown University Boathouse W
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mind that on May 19, 2003, Georgetown University will appear
4 of Zoning to request approval of its proposed Georgetown
' <‘1’zuated along the Potomac River. As aresident of D.C., Trepe

Rowing hoe oy ,wfs‘*ated in D.C. My wife recently coached a high sc;hool FORATE
Ao oo like many area rowing programs, did not exist ten years ago,

T rowers are concentrated in two locations: Potomac Boat Cluo ai

Thomy sisepdiouse. There 1s simply not enough space at these two

hoathousas, Fleve 1s a waiting list at Potomac’s boathouse, where my wife

Croovs wvith the woren’s master’s program, for space for one’s rowi

o pent-up demand for rowing has exceeded the capacity of

soathouse. On Saturday morning races last year, I tried 1o navigas

o with our two infants to Thompson’s Boathouse. Much has

- Lrowed out of Thompson’s Boathouse in the mid-1980's. Rowir«

wred outdoors, and there are traffic jams of students trymg o

-5 shells to and off the docks. Moreover, my wife was recentis
secident, and withessed other accidents, attributable to the num

‘s trying to navigate the crowded docks at Thompson’s Boathouse,

Ay o

mvolved T
of rorwing sl
By apuronvine Georgetown’s proposed boathouse, you would free up Georgetouw:

Universirs s nt space at Thompson’s (two shell storage bays) for other
currently store their rowing shells in these crowded outcoor rash
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Thompson's. would benefit with much needed space for their racing shells

Se

Secoad, :";mrgetown’s proposed boathouse would continue to nurtie it
l \4

popularity of (s sport. Crew, at first blush, may appear to be an enclave of the
elite. But thrs iz pot so. As a middle-class, nearsighted, uncoordinated kid fie
Queens, Maw Vork, I never stepped foot in a rowing shell before coming o
Washingtoin, 000, in the mid-1980's. Most collegiate sports (which recruited
talented b ohinol athletes) were off-limits. Rowing, however, was the one
sport ar Gonvoeinwa that accepted me and others without prior experience. A
1€ <:¢:":ﬂ'i’f.y descmed i Washingtonian magazine's list of the 50 individuals or

cw e smong the finest in the world (http://www.washingtonian.coi.
shiest.htinl), rowing is available for people of all ages, and &+
.~ & demanding sport, which places a premium on teamwori. Lo
r, and students often train in the early moming before schoni.
-uoh invaluable lessons as determination, collective effort, and
masterit g -he tuile things within one’s control.

1oL hwese benefits to the D.C. rowing community (which spans fron:
L az"*ﬁier’s programs) could be achieved without negatively impaci:
. Rowing is a quiet, pollutlon—free sport, whereby pacwm o
2 s h md public resources 1n a healthy, constructive manner. Havir
seen the phars s;,sz (Georgetown’s proposed boathouse, I believe that thc propsiy,
boathouss ¢ complement the other boathouses currently along the Potonzc
River. 1t w0 woovide a pleasing image to those driving along the George
Waghinginr copnorial Parkway. Other cities, such as Philadelphia and Boston,
bave distiney: ond renowned boathouse rows, where boathouses line the ¢in:
rivers. tohece ooathouse rows, in turn, are promoted by the cities as touriss
aitraction:
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Loenoor, iz will be a great step for D.C. and its citizens. Thank you i
vour eerdlarniion. IFT can offer any additional information, please do noi
caotme at 202-305-1489.
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Sincerely,

Maurice E. Stucke



