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.-. . ,. _ ... Case# 02-30, Georgetown University Boathouse 

1 u- ,"l;:r~tmd that on May 19, 2003, Georgetown University will appear 
bef,)fl".: fl1t . of Zoning to request approval of its proposed Georgetown 
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Boa'·bo·tH: le 1:c sjtuated along the Potomac River. As a resident of D.C., It c; 

frwt yuu .:r t!~·;v,: its application. 

r:-ir,/. \~re is a need for additional rowing facilities on the Poto:mac River. 
Pv\\'11:g h:: )'n: :rfi:.rated in D.C. My wife recently coached a high school rovit·:; 
f::og-.c.::;·,1, · , · . .\1kc many area rowing programs, did not exist ten years ago. 
;-, Ll.n) ··~< 1 ,,. < t-:: ,vers are concentrated in two locations: Potomac Boat Club ;r:· .. 
Thon1p-:,,y;':: h1:,,2d10use. There is simply not enough space at these two 
bnatb,111s 1 i.":nc is a waiting list at Potomac's boathouse, where my wii.e 
,>ic··i=::H -, :)1. ,; ··,rth the women~s master's program, for space for one's rov..rit· '. 
:,n,•!:. '.. pent-up demand for rowing has exceeded the capacity of 
. L,nnp·' ;:,,:house. On Saturday morning races last year, I tried t-ci rwvi 

our bal·, .... :·T·- '!' v,.:ith our two infants to Thompson's Boathouse. l\:luch has 
cllt.!n ·. - I ·_uv1'i::d out of Thompson's Boathouse in the mid-l 980's. Rovvi:· ~ 

',heP s JL' n,·, . : <r,red outdoors, and there are traffic jams of students hying 1,:·:, 

i:::r lih;:r '. 1 :~ she11s to ru1d off the docks. Moreover, my wife was recentl / 
1:ivoi, ec : 'l .' , :<:cident, and witnessed other accidents, attributable to the nu!~: 
ofro';vim; :;-·1:·, t; trying to navigate the crowded docks at Thompson's Boathmt':e. 
By 1p_nt .. ~Y'. ti· ' ~ t:orgetown' s proposed boathouse, you would free up George tO'\:\\ · 

t'mvt-r:.;t·,'· ;; ·: r.~ 1::-nt space at Thompson's (two shell storage bays) for other 
r:;·ogr:1rr~ · ... }, .' ., urrently store their rowing shells in these crowded outdoor ra;.-·; ; 
Th1is, ,~·ii1• :t ,·,-,,. ·.:1g programs, especially t2t31ii.i~ol programs at 
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Thompscr1',~. N;:uld benefit with much needed space for their racing shells. 

Second, (reorgetown's proposed boathouse would continue to nun11re UL 
populariry o:' 1:-'(:5 sport. Crew, at first blush, may appear to be an enclave of rh.: 
elite. fLt rru\ ;;; not so. As a middle-class, nearsighted, uncoordinated kid 
Queens,. fk·-;1,, \' (1rk, I never stepped foot in a rowing shell before coming to 
·washingt;1. r:- ' in the rnid-1980's. Most collegiate sports (which recruited 
t:dented. b, ;:::!·1·.)ol athletes) were off-limits. Rowing, however, was the one 
sport aJ i:;,::w .1\.vn that accepted me and others without prior experience. / •. ;. 
n.cenfy ct;,:c ·.,,t:d in Washingtonian magazine's list of the 50 indivjduals or 
group::; ,:,·de ;,. :.rnong the finest in the world (htm.://www.washingt!m_i..?n~£~Q.U.,, 
people/:;:: -. : ~,.:; . .btest.htrnl), rowing is available for people of all ages~ anci 'i: 
skill L· , ; , ,:t demanding sport, which places a premium on teanw,rork 
c:oacbt:~· -,, ! '<-:.;,and students often train in the early morning before schcrL 
But it ~rr.:i:•C' :<h invaluable lessons as detennination, collective effort, an/'. 
nms1rc:r:!· 1U:e things within one's control. 

f\~t:t; !: . ; 'i 1;~:--e benefits to the D.C. rowing community (which spans frorn 
bigl::. ;Sc:;,.:, , ',· ;U(,ter's program.s) could be achieved without negatively ir.np:i'.'; 
others h.n: : , •, .c. Rowing is a quiet, pollution-free sport, whereby people ci ·. 
ag~·,l u~.:·: ·,,•: ;,,,·:·,, a.nd public resources in a healthy, constructive manner. ft;,,. i· 
seen i:he 1:i>:· .I ;r Georgetown's proposed boathouse, I believe that the propc1,:.'. 
boatho:,is.z: ,l : .: 11::nplement the other boathouses currently along the Potomr.<· 
River. Ir :, ; ' · ,. ,~ vide a pleasing image to those driving along the George 
\iV.::d1i--:1g>· ,- ,; · i ::lorial Parkway. Other cities, such as Philadelphia and Boi:t_ci 1 

have dis::i,·u .. J .-_..__ '.ind renowned boathouse rows, where boathouses line the citF'.' 

nver.<7 ·; :c' 1· ,,;i:.1thouse rows, in turn, are promoted by the cities as tourist 
attr:ic1ux ,; 

h (·-_ · win be a great step for D.C. and its citizens. Thank you 
your u.· •/ r:.: ·: :' :c n. If I can offer any additional information, please do not 
hesirnit t.·, c,, ·::,,·::me at 202-305-1489. 

Sincerely, 

Maurice E. Stucke 


